
        
          

 
      

 

 

 
  

 

          
 

    

       
 

         

         

        
      

  

       
        

Falls Church High School Renovation and Additions 

Meeting Q&A 

1. This project is for target capacity of 2,500 students...what are the student enrollment 
projections for the next 20 years? 

A: Membership projections are completed annually for the next five-year planning period 
based on historical and current numbers regarding kindergarten membership and student 
migration and transfer. Additionally, actual and projected numbers for population, housing type, 
and residential unit construction from the Fairfax County Demographic Report are considered 
within a 30-year projection for additional context. 

2. Has thought been given to improve the bike/ped safety and access to the HS across 
Mark/Jaguar and quality bike parking options for the renovation? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

3. How much parking will this provide? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

4. I thought the Renovation had already started? The state of the school and parking lot would 
indicate that. 

A: The renovation requires a compound of swing space in the form of temporary 
classroom trailers. We have worked on installing, powering, and finishing these spaces over the 
past several months. This occurs in advance of the major work. The main addition and 
renovation work is scheduled to start in late May 2022. 

5. What field has new lights? 

A: The softball field will have new lights. The football and baseball field will have their 
athletic lights upgraded. 

6. What's the teacher/admin capacity? How many parking spaces? 

A: The final parking count will be approximately 396 spaces. Use to be determined by 
the school. 

7. How much new space will there be in the building and how will traffic be different if at all? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

8. With the change on parking on the southeast side of the building, will there be enough 
parking for teacher/admin and enough parking for sporting and performing arts events at the 
school on weekday evenings and on weekends? 

A: Parking availability will vary throughout construction phasing. The entire school site is 
available for parking at these times when the construction project is complete. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/demographics/reports


             
            

    

         
         

     

      
          

      
      

   
 

       
   

      
 

          
         

           
         

         

        

         

    

      

          

          

          
              

             
   

         

9. You mentioned a softball field was going to be replaced by a parking lot, then you said this is 
no longer going to happen. How many parking spots are going to be lost? This seems like a 
BIG DEAL big deal with all the expanded facilities. 

A: The previously proposed parking lot designed for the softball field had a total of 187 
spaces. The design was able to locate approximately 20 additional spaces around the site. The 
final parking count will be approximately 396 spaces. 

10. Are we taking into consideration an improved pedestrian student commute flow/building 
access as currently we have students darting across the street all over the place in the midst of 
traffic 

A: Pedestrian sidewalks and crosswalks are analyzed during the project and discuss 
with our Safety and Security office. Additional information regarding safe routes to schools can 
be found here: https://www.fcps.edu/resources/safety-and-transportation/transportation-
services/safe-routes-school-srts 

11. All existing bathrooms to be gutted and renovated? This was a topic of discussion some 
years back at the school board meeting level 

A: Yes, the existing bathrooms will be completely renovated, as well as everything inside 
the school. 

12. Aesthetically, is there any consideration to painting the brick on the exterior of the building, 
so there more consistency in the look of the building? There appears to be a trend in the 
building renovation trade to paint older brick to blend in the new and the old. Two examples in 
our community are The Defense Health Headquarters across Rt. 50, and the Graham Centre 
Shopping Center. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

13. It appears that there is a schedule slip - what is the reason for the delay? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

14. Can we get covered bike parking?? 

A: Our educational specifications do not require covered bike parking. 

15. During and after completion, will Jacks Lane still be an active entrance and exit for car 
traffic? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

16. Why was so little planning done for student parking which is severely impacted today. The 
existing parking lot is half the size it was last year. Students are relegated to Providence Rec 
Center which is a good 8-10 min walk. Street parking is very limited. Seems like the County or 
FCHS is making it harder for kids who drive to attend class. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

https://www.fcps.edu/resources/safety-and-transportation/transportation-services/safe-routes-school-srts
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/safety-and-transportation/transportation-services/safe-routes-school-srts
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/safety-and-transportation/transportation-services/safe-routes-school-srts


     

        
    

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

  

 

 

  

          

17. Has there been an impact survey for the neighborhood with all the new lights? 

A: All site lighting and athletic field lighting calculations have been completed. They meet 
county and code requirements. 

18. Thank you for the answer on the parking. You reference that the softball field was required 
to remain in place. Can you elaborate on which requirement that is? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

19. What is going to happen with the "Existing Softball Field?" 

A: Existing softball field will remain as is. 

20. 40 parking spaces net gain? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

21. Is there a redistricting planned or are you expecting growth in the current district to account 
for the 2500 children? 

A: The five-year projection set in the latest CIP (Proposed FY 2023-27 CIP) anticipates 
a membership of 1,982, with a capacity utilization of 79 percent, in SY 2026-27. 

22. It would seem FCHS has moved significantly up in the renovation queue as opposed to 
some years back. where exactly are we in the queue? what is the current atmosphere 
between enrollment numbers and funding? 

A: FCHS construction budget was funded in the 2021 school bond. 

23. What is a Title IX field?! 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

24. We already don’t have enough parking, so I don’t think 40 spaces meets the requirements 
for parking. Has a parking garage been considered? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

25. Is there a contingency plan if the project falls behind schedule? 

A: Our construction team is proactive in supporting the project to meet its schedule. If 
unforeseen delays occur, we work recover the schedule. 

26. Is Food Services in the southwest corner of the building being relocated? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

27. So the majority of the parking is in the west lot and that is where the student drop off is 
going to be? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

28. What lessons have you learned from the Oakton high school project that is being applied to 
falls church Hs? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/facilities-planning-future/capital-improvement-program


  

 
 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

         

29. Who decides what features are added? Losing that parking lot is a big deal to us. It's a big 
impact to our ability to bring in revenue for performing arts and sporting events, let alone the day 
to day. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

30. If 2500 is the max, how will the new apartments at Graham Park Plaza affect the 2500 max 
if we are just under 2000 students? 

A: The design phase began in 2018. The five-year projections at the time in the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2019-23 Capital Improvement Program (CIP), anticipated continued growth, 
specifically by 10-percent to 2,314 students, in SY 2022-23. The design capacity of 2,500 
students considers population growth associated with proposed residential development 
(such as Graham Park Plaza, Fairview Park, and the Inova Center for Personalized Health). 

31. If we talk about parking, I hope we really think about bike parking too! We need quality 
facilities so kids can have dry coverage and secure location. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

32. How does this effect title 9? We have 2 softball fields and 1 baseball. That's not equal 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

33. Do you have a planning standard that x students and staff merits x parking spots? Does this 
project meet that? Is it applied equally across all high schools? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

34. Do you have a photo of the West Entry? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

35. Will permission to have overflow parking at the rec center continue past the renovation? 
Thank you for explaining the parking. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

36. Will there be EV charging stations in the new parking area? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

37. There was mention of a shop in the area by the auditorium though I couldn’t hear the type of 
shop. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

38. In June 2019, there was a consideration for solar panels and other greening techniques for 
the school site. What was the result of that review? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/facilities-planning-future/capital-improvement-program


                
                 

                  
    

                 

      

                 

             
             
          

                 

             

                 

   

              
   

       

                 

              
  

                 

        

                 

              
      

                 

             
 

                 

          

          

                
    

                 

39. Due to the neighborhood houses directly next to the sports fields how will lighting be 
addressed as to not impact those homes. Light pollution in this neighborhood is pretty terrible. 
Adding more lights will make this worse. Are low impact lights considered or no new lights at 
all? Thank you. 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

40. Any solar on the roof? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

41. What considerations are being taken to ensure that all walkways/ramps/elevators are ADA 
compliant throughout the project? FCHS houses one of the best physical disability education 
programs in the county, how are their needs being met? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

42. Do the entries have cover for kids to wait in the rain? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

43. Outdoor benches? 

A: Several built-in benches will be provided throughout the courtyards and forecourt for 
the school. 

44. Where is kiss n ride? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

45.The renderings include landscaping features, particularly large trees - is this part of the 
landscape design? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

46. Will the new concession stand have restrooms? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

47. This project is for target capacity of 2,500 students....what are the student enrollment 
projections for the next 50 years? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

48. For comparison purposes, how does the current configuration comply with landscaping code 
requirements? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

49. Will the gas pumps remain at the northeast corner? 

A: The gas pump is planned to remain. 

50. What is the expected increase to 2500 students due to? Expected increased population? 
Change in school zone? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 



                  

                 

                  

                 

                

          

                
              

            
 

                 

          

               
             

         

                 
               

 

                 
 

             

                 

           

                 

              

                 

         

                 

              

                
      

         

           

51. Do you have or can you show a diagram of new superimposed with existing plan of school? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

52. what is the reason to keep the existing softball field and not build a parking lot there? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

53. What’s the best way to follow up with issues we would like follow up on? 

A: Please reach out to Holli McKinley at hnmckinley@fcps.edu 

54: During construction, will students w/ mobility devices be able to access all areas of the 
school even when hallways are obstructed? Will students be able to have access to 
ramps/elevators throughout the project even when there is work happening near said 
ramps/elevators? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

55. What are the plans for the Adapted PE program? 

A: The Adaptive PE program will have access to the new gymnastics/dance room. They 
will also have dedicated storage located off the gymnastics/dance room. The design also 
includes a dedicated courtyard for the special education program. 

56. Existing football and track field is how old? Is it one of the newer Community partnership 
ones like Lake Braddock SS did several years ago and other high schools throughout the 
county? 

A: The existing turf football field was completed in 2013 and the track was renovated in 
2018. 

57: Was is the plan for gymnasium events during Reno of that space 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

58. Will the existing chain link fences around fields/building be replaced? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

59: But how will that work out with people trying to access the parking? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

60. Will the fencing of the perimeter be re-done? 

A: Answered in the meeting by a presenter. See recording of meeting for the full answer. 

61. When will parking be at its lowest? How many spaces will that be? 

A: Parking during phase 3B will be at the lowest. During this time, approximately 146 
spaces will be available on site. 

62. How confident are you on the completion timeline? 

A: The established completion time will be regularly monitored. 

mailto:hnmckinley@fcps.edu


            

                
  

63. Will the gym ceiling be made higher or stay the same? 

A: The Main Gym will be expanded, and the existing exposed gym height will be 
matched. 




