
2020-21 End of Year Grading Flexibility for Middle School Students 

During the current 2020-21 school year, Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) has 
adopted a grading policy change to provide flexibility for students in middle school to 
designate their current school year courses as “Pass” or “No Mark” status instead of a 
letter grade for their final mark.  

As you review your middle school student’s third quarter report card, please consider the 
flexibility that will be applied to final marks: 

● Students receiving a final mark of “D” or “D+” in any course will be automatically 
assigned a mark of “P” (pass) as the final mark at the end of the school year.  

● Students receiving a final mark of “F” in any course will be automatically assigned 
a mark of “NM” (no mark) as the final mark at the end of the school year.   

● Students may select a mark of “P” (pass) for any courses for which a passing grade 
is earned for the final mark.  

○ Action Needed: Should you wish to designate one or more courses as Pass 
status for anticipated grades of “A” through “C-”, the Pass-No Mark Status 
Form must be submitted to your school counselor/Student Services by May 10, 
2021.  

● Students and families are encouraged to carefully consider the option to request a 
Pass instead of a passing letter grade or final mark. Additional information 
including considerations and frequently asked questions are available at the 
following link: https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-
reporting/secondary 

An additional option is available for high school credit bearing classes taken in middle school.  
High school credit-bearing courses will be reflected on the middle and high school transcripts. In 
accordance with Virginia state regulations, FCPS Regulation 2408 permits parents of students 
who take a high school credit-bearing course in middle school to request that the grade be 
omitted from the student's high school transcript and the student not earn high school credit for 
the course. Parents must make this request no later than the end of the first nine weeks of the 
school year following completion of the course. The request to expunge as well as guidelines and 
the procedures for expunging grades for high school courses taken in middle school can be found 
at the following link: https://www.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/forms/is104.pdf 
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