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Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) Class of 2021 Diploma Distribution, 3-Year Comparison  

 
 

Data Notes:  
• Data reflects distribution of all Virginia Board recognized diplomas earned by the FCPS Class of 2019, 2020, and 2021 based on 4-year Virginia On-time 

Graduation Rate (OGR) cohort calculations, as reported in the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Single Sign-on for Web Systems (SSWS). The 
VDOE webpages provide information on eligibility criteria each diploma type: Advanced Studies, Standard, Modified Standard, and Applied Studies 
diplomas.  

• Advanced studies diplomas reported include all students meeting requirements for an International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma. Standard and modified 
standard diplomas as combined for reporting purposes because the number of modified standard diplomas each year is too small to report alone 
(divisionwide total of two for 2019, zero for 2020, and one for 2021).  

• The English learner (EL) group, as reported by VDOE, combines current ELs eligible for ESOL services (ELP level 1-5) and former ELs in their first four years 
of monitoring (ELP level 6a-6d). The students with disabilities (SWD) group reports only students with individualized education programs (IEPs).  

Observations and Conclusions:  
• When reviewing the distribution of diploma types for each reporting group over this 3-year period, we see that the proportion of Advanced Studies 

diplomas increased, while the proportion of Applied Studies diplomas. Additionally, ELs and students with disabilities saw an increase in the proportion 
of Standard/Modified Standard diplomas awarded over these three years.  

• Over this period, students gained increased access to verified credits through the availability of state graduation flexibilities and state-approved 
substitute exams. This access along with ongoing systemic efforts to support all students toward on-time graduation contributed to the positive shifts in 
diploma distribution reflected in these data. 

• It is important to note that these distribution trends sit alongside an overall upward trend in the FCPS on-time graduation rate, as reported in the 
October 18 Brabrand Briefing and Class of 2021 Graduation Detailed Outcomes by School.   

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/advanced_studies.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/standard.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/modified_standard.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/applied_studies/index.shtml
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/fairfax/Board.nsf/files/C7WNMJ5CD260/$file/Brabrand%20Briefing%20-%20October%2018%2C%202021.pdf
https://www.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/forms/2021-Fairfax-Graduation-Detailed-Outcomes-by-School.pdf
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FCPS Class of 2021 Diploma Distribution for Student with Disabilities by Primary Disability Type, 3-Year Comparison 

 
 

Data Notes:  
• Data reflects distribution of all Virginia Board recognized diplomas earned by the FCPS Class of 2019, 2020, and 2021 disaggregated by 

students’ primary disability type. Cohorts are defined by 4-year Virginia On-time Graduation Rate (OGR) calculations, as reported in the VDOE 
SSWS. Definitions and grouping of diploma types are the same as descripted on page 1 of this report.  

• The students with disabilities group reports only students with IEPs. Primary disability type reflects reporting in the Student Information System 
(SIS). Students designated as “other” are those for whom the primary disability could not be confirmed in available data. 

• A value of “<” indicates that the number in the cohort for the primary disability type is too small to report. 

Observations and Conclusions:  
• As with FCPS students overall, students with disabilities saw a decline in the proportion of Applied Studies diplomas and an increase in the 

proportion of Advanced Studies diplomas awarded over the 3-year period. This finding suggests the strategies employed divisionwide were 
effective in supporting students with disabilities in meeting increased graduation goals.  

• This decline in Applied Studies diplomas is reflected for each primary disability type. Likewise, the increase in Advanced Studies diplomas is 
reflected for all but one primary disability type. The other health impairment primary disability type showed a minor percent decrease (-0.6%) 
in the proportion of Advanced Studies diplomas between 2019 and 2021, but during that same time showed a substantial percent increase in 
the proportion of Standard/Modified Standard diplomas (4.7%). 


