
Strategies to Support Homework and Classwork 
There are a variety of strategies that may be used in the classroom and at home to assist students in 
overcoming challenges with schoolwork and homework across all areas of student education, to 
include academic and social-emotional, and adaptive functioning. 

Potential Area of Challenge Strategies to Support 

Learning Environment 

Students who are in a supportive 
environment will be better able to 
learn and solve problems that 
arise. 

• Foster mutual respect among everyone in the learning environment.
• Model appreciation for diversity of thought and modes of expression.
• Provide strength- and interest-based choice in learning modes and products.
• Be flexible rather than rigid whenever possible.
• Praise effort, application of strategies, and growth over time.
• Teach and encourage self-advocacy and independence.
• Convey a belief in the student’s ability to set and achieve goals.

Executive Functioning 

Executive function skills enable 
students to plan, focus attention, 
remember, and manage multiple 
tasks successfully.  

• Provide clear, brief verbal and written directions.
• Have consistent routines and visual agendas.
• Collaborate with the student to make lists of tasks to accomplish.
• Break tasks, including assessments, into small, manageable parts.
• Use graphic organizers.
• Student and adults collaborate on development of organization systems.
• Teach note taking strategies (e.g., Cornell notes, concept mapping).
• Use mnemonic devices to help with working memory challenges.

Work Production 

When monitoring a student who 
needs to produce work, keep the 
focus on progress being made 
and adjust strategies accordingly. 

• Help students see their progress and celebrate successes to foster perseverance.
• Minimize visual and auditory distractions.
• Provide direct, immediate cues or feedback as students are working.
• Keep a checklist of daily goals and task checkpoints in clear sight.
• Pause for student reflection about what is working or not working for them.
• Ask for verbal or written responses to sum up learning (e.g. exit tickets).
• Give students choices for final products and whether to work alone or with others.

Social Interactions 

Guiding and supporting 2e 
students in structured social 
settings can help them to feel 
included and valued. 

• Utilize strengths and interests in structured cooperative learning experiences.
• Provide step-by-step directions and strategies to guide social interactions (e.g., age-

appropriate social stories, role playing, practice reading and labeling facial
expressions and body language).

• Create opportunities for social connection with others who share their interests or
talents (e.g., lunch bunches, clubs, cohort groups).

• Practice social conversation skills (e.g., listening, perspective-taking, turn-taking).
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