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Program  

4:30-5:00  Registration, Buffet, Program Review 
  Browsing Posters 
 
5:00-5:15  Welcome: 
 Dr. Terri Breeden 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Department of Professional Learning and Training 
 Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
 Patty Dimetres 
 Teacher Researcher Program Manager 
 Department of Professional Learning and Training 
 Fairfax County Public Schools 
   
  Welcome: Invited Guests 
 
5:20-6:00  Session I: Workshop A or B or C or  
  Roundtable Discussions 
 
6:05-6:15  Recognition of Instructional Grants 
 Linda Ferguson 
 Specialist 
 Department of Professional Learning and Training 
  
 Benefactors 
 James Rosebush, CEO/President 
   Fairfax Education Foundation 
 Mike Engley, Executive Director 
  Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundation 
 Recipients 
  
6:20-7:00  Session II: Workshop D or B or E or  
  Roundtable Discussions 
 
7:05-7:45  Session III: Workshop F or G   
  Roundtable Discussions 
 
7:50  Door Prize Drawings 
  Closing 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
At the end of the conference, please take time to complete the evaluation form. 

Your ideas and suggestions will assist us in planning future events. 
___________________________________________________________ 
Roundtable discussions are limited to 10 participants.  When selecting a  

roundtable, please have two or three choices in mind in the event a table is filled. 



Session I 

Workshop A:     Teaching Language Arts through a Yoga Inspired Program  

Club Room 

Audience:  Early Childhood and Primary 
Jeanne Porter, Grace Lawson, Erin Snell, Cheryl West, Jean Witt 
Freedom Hill Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Join this roundtable for a “show and tell” discussion of how concepts are taught to 
young children using yoga theory and techniques.  We will share our lesson plans and 
books that we created to teach the children the Language Arts Pre-K POS Benchmarks 
and Indicators. 

Workshop B:  Communication Club: A Group of Students with Social Challenges  

Serafin Room 

Audience:  ES 
Kris Keding, Speech-Language Pathologist; Carrie Powers, School Counselor 
Stenwood Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come and learn about SUPERFLEX!  A Superhero Social Thinking Curriculum by 

Stephanie Madrigal and Michelle Garcia Winner.  Participants will also learn how the 
school speech-language pathologist and the school counselor collaborated to teach 

students with social challenges (i.e. autism, Asperger's, ADHD) how to "Think Social!!" 

 

Workshop C:  Impacting Student Learning and Behavior the PBS Way!  

Wordsworth Room 

Audience:  ES, MS, HS 
Teresa Fennessy and Marly Fullerton 
South Lakes High School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Join this workshop for a discussion of how the implementation of Positive Behavior 

System, school-wide behavioral/academic expectations, and policies are impacting 

student learning at SLHS. The researchers will share the findings and implications of 

their research and the results of applying that knowledge to the current school year.  

5:20-6:00 PM 



Roundtable Discussions 1: Alexander/Carrington Rooms 
 

Table 1:  Visual Agents of Change: Strategy A Day Calendar 

Audience:  All 
Chris Bugaj, Derek Kaufman, Larissa Lemp, Mike Speidel 
Technology Resource and Assistive Technology 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
 
Discover how district-wide collaborative efforts created a Tip-A-Day Calendar and how 
posting daily tips on teacher desktops at elementary, middle, and high schools changed 

teacherôs professional approach to technology. 

Table 3:  All Star Bloggers: Kindergartners Rock! 

Audience:  ES  Kindergarten ς 2 
Kathy Leith 
Kings Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What is a fun an exciting way to develop writing, reading and computer skills in young 

children? Come see the how 25 kindergartners share their thoughts and ideas about their 

learning through a class blog. 

Table 5:  Chaos vs. Control- What Happens When Students Choose? 

Audience:  ES 
Amanda Hartigan 
Centre Ridge Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come hear one teacherôs experience with giving first grade students free choice about 

where they sit and the impact it had on work habits and forming a classroom community.   

Table 7: Student Independence in Language Arts: Effects of an 
Emphasis on Independent Reading and Genre Preferences 

Audience:  ES 
Abby Letterese 
Silverbrook Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 

Come and see how students develop a genuine sense of independence in reading choice 
after implementing Fountas and Pinnellôs First Twenty Days.  



Table 9: The Importance of Professions in the Eyes of a Child! How Do 
First Graders Deepen Their Knowledge of Content While 
Connecting Different Professions to Their Learning? 

Audience:  ES 
Katie Gilmore 
Mount Vernon Woods ES 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come see how incorporating the learning of different professions helps first grade 
students deepen their understanding of learning different content material.  

Table 11:   What Makes Kids Tick?  An Action Research Project With 4th 
and 5th Grade EC Students 

Audience:  Upper Elementary  
Hollis Sanford Wroblewski 
E.M.  Holt Elementary School 
Alamance Burlington School System 
 
Join this roundtable for a discussion about what exactly makes for an engaging lesson and 

why a focus on student engagement is important for todayôs educators.   

Table 13:  What Happens When the Principles of Feng Shui are 
Introduced to a Primary Classroom? 

Audience:  ES 
Qia V. Craig 
Stenwood Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Principles of Feng Shui that you can use today!! Have you ever wondered why students 
seem to be acting out or why you feel zapped of energy in your own room at the end of 
the day?  The Answer…Feng Shui 
 

Table 15:    Enhancing Writing: A K-υ ȰÈÏÍÅ-ÇÒÏ×Îȱ  

 Staff Development Initiative 

Audience:  ES, Curriculum Facilitators, Administrators 
Joy Myers 
Our Lady of Grace School 
Greensboro, NC 
 
This roundtable discussion will detail how teachers across grade levels were able to 

collaborate and communicate about their teaching of writing, as well as learn new 
strategies, over the course of a year. Teacher responses and attitudes were examined 

before and during the process which helped define the direction of the staff development. 



Table 17: Think-Tac- Toe; Away We Go: Building Independence in a 
First Grade Classroom 

Audience:  ES 
Sandra Fraser 
Kings Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Learn how the use of a self-selection planner (Think-Tac-Toe) for daily language art 

stations helps to increase student independence while reinforcing and developing reading 

and writing in a first grade classroom. 

Table 19: Growing Together: Effects of a School Wide Focus on Direct 
Vocabulary Instruction  

Audience:  ES 
Martha Suzanne Huggins 
Annandale Terrace Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Information regarding a yearlong study tracking the self esteem of the members of the 

AT Jumpers jump rope team. 

 

Table 21: Turning 3rd Graders Into Multi-National Moguls as 
Curriculum Integration  

Audience:  ES 
Jennie Schatz 
Annandale Terrace Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 

What are the steps to prepare a 3rd grade class at a Title One school in the United States 
to raise the money and make a loan through an online micro-lending site?  Drop by and 

learn the best practices to turn this into an authentic lesson integrating various curriculum 

objectives. 

Table 23: Building Bridges Between ESOL and Special Education Departments 
to Best Service Dually Identified Students  

Audience:  MS, HS 
Beverly Vaile  
Cedar Lane Center 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 

The teacher-researcher will discuss how communication, cooperation, and collaboration 

have been crucial factors in helping her build positive relationships with special 
education teachers as she provides ESOL services to students who require both ESOL 

and Special Education services. 



 

Recognition of Instructional 
Grant Recipients 

 
Please join us in publically recognizing the benefactors and recipients of this yearôs 

instructional grant s.  We wish to thank the Fairfax Education Foundation and the 

Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundation for their continued support of 

FCPS teachers.  

 

Session II 

Workshop D:    Creativity and Its Role from Elementary to Secondary Education  

Club Room 

Audience:  All 
Catalina Figueredo Gail Ritchie 
Edison High School Centre Ridge Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Through this workshop, we hope to engage participants in a dialogue about creativity.  

What is it?  Where can it be found at school?  How can we nurture student creativity? 
What is the role played by creativity in student achievement from elementary to 

secondary education?  

Workshop E:  Self-Advocacy: The Next Step ɀ Getting Beyond Raising the Hand  

Serafin Room 

Audience:  Middle School; High School; Administrators and Special Education Staff 
Fawn Katzbahn,  
J.E.B. Stuart High School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What is the studentôs perspective of the IEP process; how much do they participate in the 
process; and does increased awareness and participation contribute to self-advocacy skills 

and confidence?  The teacher-researcher will present her investigation into student 

understanding of, and participation in their IEPôs. 

6:20-7:00 PM 

6:05-6:15 PM 



Workshop F:              The Success of the ELL Learner in Elementary School  

Wordsworth Room 

Audience:  ES and Middle School 
L. Kelly Escueta Ayers, Polly Dredge, Joy Hanbury, Meredith Houff  
[Not Present: Dr. Renee Falconer, GMU] 
Providence Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn about what one Title I elementary school has found impacts the success of 

English language learners (ELLs) at the elementary level.  Presenters have conducted a 
two-year inquiry and will discuss: what teachers and resource staff do to identify and 

respond to the strengths and needs of the ELLs, how teachers and resource staff 

differentiate instruction, how teachers and resource staff maximize instruction with ELL 

students as a resource to other students, and how teachers and staff create opportunities 
for ELL students to show abilities and progress. 

 

 

Roundtable Discussions 2: Alexander/Carrington Rooms 
 

Table 2:  Om: Yoga in the First Grade Classroom 

Audience:  Primary 
Kerry Shurtz 
Pine Spring Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
How does daily yoga breathing affect first graders? Come hear what this teacher-
researcher discovered 

Table 4:  Blogging Through the Atmosphere: See How First Graders 
Blog Daily to Strengthen Writing and Reading Skills and How 
the Teacher Uses This Tool as an Assessment 

Audience:  ES 
Nancy J. Spaulding 
Kings Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn how daily instruction using the blog feature on blackboard can enhance 

learning through editing, assessment of topics learned, use of the blog during museums, 

building add on stories and critiquing books on line. 



Table 6:  Allowing Clones and Droids Into the Classroom  

Audience:  ES  
Tiffany Dowling 
Pine Spring Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Hear the story of the transformation of reluctant boy writers in a first grade classroom. 

Topics will include the use of free choice writing and its impact on reading and behavior.  

Table 8: Differentiating Writing Instruction Through Third Grade 
Journalism  

Audience:  ES 
Tanya Garland 
Reading Specialist 
Kings Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What happens when underperforming, unmotivated third grade writers work together to 

produce a school newspaper? 

Come to listen how to integrating photography, blogging, podcasting, interviewing and 

keyboarding skills, into the writing process to create a school newspaper that promotes 

writing motivation for underperforming third grade writers.    

Table 10: Game On!! Methods to Promote Conceptual Mathematical 
Thinking and Increase Motivation   

Audience:  ES 
Phyllis Slotnick 
Silverbrook Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Frustrated?  Need some motivation?  Come learn how you can increase student 

motivation and conceptual thinking through math as a game time. 

Table 12: Our Stories, Our Selves: Community Building Through  
Multi-Media Storytelling  

Audience: ES 

Kate OôDonnell 

Graham Road Elementary School 

Fairfax County Public Schools 

 
Come hear how a sixth grade teacher and her team have been using multi-media 

storytelling to develop writing and home-school relationships.   



Table 14: What Were You Thinking? Science Notebooks Grades 1-6  

Audience:  ES 
Lee Morales-Keck 
Pine Spring Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What happens when students have an organized and consistent format to explain their 

own thinking about science process skills? The teacher-researcher will discuss her 
students' use of science notebooks and evidence indicating their entries have impacted 

their thinking in other content areas. 

Table 16: Collaboration is Key in Developing Successful Behavior 
Support Plans 

Audience:  ES, Special Education 
Ann-Bailey Lipsett 
Annandale Terrace ES 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Schools frequently expect general education teachers to develop individual behavior 
plans, which can be a daunting task with all of their other responsibilities. What elements 

make up a successful behavior plan, and how can special education teachers and other co-

teachers support general education teachers? 

Table 18: Color Your Words: Imagination in Writing 

Audience:  ES 
Sarah McKay and Cathy Kern 
Silverbrook Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Having trouble engaging your students in writing workshop? Come explore how you can 

use art to spark studentsô creativity in writing.  

Table 20: Ȱ"ÁÎÇÉÎȭ Kids Drum Group: Music Therapy to Reach Upper 
EÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

Audience:  ES 
Jennifer DeSantis and Essel Linton 
Annandale Terrace Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
How do discipline, respect and unity through music affect a childôs behavior?  Come see 

how this study tracked individual behavior traits and the impact of a music group on 
those behaviors.   



Table 22: Best Practice in Mathematics Teacher Lesson Study  

Audience:  ES, MS, HS 
Jennifer Orr 
Annandale Terrace Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What happens when one grade level of teachers cooperates to perfect their math 

instruction using lesson study best practices? Understanding improves, for students and 
teachers. This roundtable looks at a year-long study in a Title One school. 

 

 

 

Session III 

Workshop G:  If You Build It, Will They Come?  Engaging and 

   Sustaining a Virtual Learning Community 

Club Room 

Audience:  All  
Kathy Nealon  Michelle Crabill Gail Ritchie 
North Springfield ES Kings Park ES Centre Ridge ES 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Blackboard?  Blogging?  Wikis?  Discussion boards?  Listservs?  How and why do 

teachers engage in virtual communication and learning with colleagues?  What is needed 

to engage and sustain teacher interest in virtual communities?  Join this session for a 
dialogue about these and other questions related to virtual communication and 

professional learning. 

Workshop H:  Developing Interactive Art Sketchbooks  

Serafin Room 

Audience:  ES 
Julia Schickel 
Franconia Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Learn about transforming art sketchbooks into interactive art sketchbooks; fold a 1-page 
sketchbook, stitch pages into the book, and create an interactive art sketchbook to take 
with you. Discuss ways these books can be used in any classroom 

7:05-7:45 PM 



Roundtable Discussions 3: Alexander/Carrington Rooms 
 

Table 1:  Yoga in the Kindergarten Classroom 

Audience:  ES 
Erica Wyman 
Deer Park Elementary 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Join this round table discussion to learn how yoga is used in a Kindergarten classroom.  
A PowerPoint presentation will be shared as part of this discussion. 

Table 3:   Hook Them in a Book: Getting 8 and 9 Year Old Boys to Read  

Audience:  ES 
Jennifer Moore 
Kings Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn strategies to increase interest in reading for 8 and 9 year old boys. Join this 
roundtable to find some strategies to turn uninterested readers into male bookworms.  

Topics to discuss include comics, walking and reading, alternative assessments for 

comprehension, and magazines.  

Table 5: There Are So Many Books!  Which Book Should I Choose?  
Fourth Graders Selecting Books in the Library 

Audience:  ES 
Rebecca Brians 
Mount Vernon Woods Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
How do fourth grade students select their library books?  The teacher-researcher will 

discuss her investigation of the strategies students use to select books and reasons why 
they select books to read for enjoyment. 

Table 7: Boys and Girls: What Are They Reading?  Nonfiction Reading 
in First Grade 

Audience:  ES 
Mary Anne Stevener 
Deer Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Join this roundtable for a discussion on Nonfiction reading in the primary grades. Topics 
will include student book choice, using nonfiction in guided reading, availability of lower 
level nonfiction text, take home nonfiction reading program, and how the presenter was 
able to acquire nonfiction reading materials for her school. 



Table 9: Social Skills:  The Effects of Videotaping and Self Assessment 
on Special Education Students With Social Skills Goals on 
Their IEP's  

Audience:  Special Education 
Arlene Lechner 
Kings Park Elementary 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn how students assess and change their social skills by videotaping themselves 
and using a behavior checklist. See how this process effects the way teachers look at how 

to create IEP goals and implement the application of social skills and strategies taught to 

students. 

Table 11:  How Does Integrating General Education Students Into 
Learning Activities Affect My  Autism Students? 

Audience:  ES 
Leigh Ann Sutton 
Deer Park Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
In the special education classroom everyday brings us exciting and unexpected surprises. 

Our general education peers can be a great resource for us to help teach our children 

through role play, morning meetings, peer tutoring, and even play skills. What a great 

experience that teaches patience, empathy, and responsibility. 

Table 13: 'ÕÉÄÉÎÇ 0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱχ +ÅÙÓ ÔÏ #ÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÏÎȱ 

Audience:  All 
Sally Donnelly 
Stenwood ES 
Fairfax County Public Schools 

 
Come hear how a Reading Specialist led a Parent Book Club relating to comprehension 

strategies. Come see the Parent ï Child Reading Notebook she was able to publish using 

grant money from the Greater Washington Reading Council. 

Table 15:  Using Paired Writing in Primary and Upper Elementary 
Classrooms 

Audience:  ES, MS 
Melina Orengo 
Silverbrook Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
What are the effects of using paired writing with students from the same class? The 

teacher-researcher will discuss the effects of her investigation of pairing students with 

various writing abilities. 



Table 17: Make It Automatic: the Correlation between Handwriting 
Fluency and Composition  

Audience:  ES 
Jo Anne Longhill 
Kings Park E. S.  
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Learn about the importance of introducing correct letter formation in conjunction with 

sound/symbol relationships and letter identification. Check for problems by administering 

two simple assessments at the beginning of the school year.  

Table 19: Teaching Content With Song in First Grade  

Audience:  Elementary School Teachers 
Megan Gregory 
Mount Vernon Woods Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come and find out what happens when you teach first graders content with song. The 

teacher-researcher will discuss the connections and learning that occur when using 
content based songs to enhance instruction. Participants will come away with a many 

SOL-based, fun songs! 

Table 21: 4×ÉÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ "ÌÏÏÍȭÓ 4ÁØÏÎÏÍÙ Ǫ -ÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ )ÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅÓ 

Audience:  ES, MS, HS 

Mark Smith  

Annandale Terrace Elementary School 

Fairfax County Public Schools 

 

Please drop by and get a general overview of the different types of social media and 
what they do, all wrapped in the familiar blanket of Bloom’s Taxonomy and Multiple 
Intelligences. 

Table 23:  Making Healthy Living a Family Affair 

Audience:  ES 
DeStephanie Johnson 
Annandale Terrace Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Drop by and see how teachers, family and students can be brought together to develop 

healthy lifestyles. 

 



Door Prizes and Closing  

 
Alexander/Carrington Rooms 

 

Poster Gallery  

Poster 1: Listening While Reading: The Effects of Audio Books on 
Reading Engagement and Comprehension for ESOL/SPED 
Students 4 or More Grade Levels Below in Reading. 

Audience:  MS (SPED/ESOL) 
Tara C. Bartlett 
Burke School  
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
The teacher-researcher will share the benefits of a new way of teaching novels to students 

that are reading significantly below grade level, while improving their interest in reading 

and engagement.  

Poster 2: Using a Puppet Show to Help Promote Character Education 
in School 

Audience:  ES 
Tracy Benson 
Stenwood Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn how a weekly Puppet Show on the Morning School Broadcast helped 

students become more aware of the 5 character traits. 

Poster 3:     5ÓÉÎÇ -Ðσ 0ÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÔÏ "ÕÉÌÄ %3/, 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ 6ÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ 
Teach Reading Strategies 

Audience:  ES 
Aranka Gyuk 
Stratford Landing Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come learn how to set up a take home listening program using mp3 players.  ESOL 

students increased their content vocabulary and learned reading strategies by listening to 
stories and watching videos on their mp3 players.  

7:50-8:00 PM 



Poster 4: Motivating Learners: Grade 4 Math Lab and Book Club 

Audience: ES 
Lori Han 
Glen Forest Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
See how games and drama make learning fun and more interesting. The teacher-
researcher will share experience with math and reading academic clubs---no grades, no 
pressure---and show evidence of increased student motivation. 

Poster 5:  Athletic Training Students Provide Accurate, but Not Always 
Corrective, Feedback to a Peer Performing a Laboratory Skill  

Audience:  College 
Melissa Marty 
The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
 
This poster describes masterôs level athletic training studentsô ability to accurately assess 

a peer performing a psychomotor skill and provide feedback. Feedback was examined by 

a four point scale and is a starting point for developing methods to improve student 

feedback.  

Poster 6:   What Happens When Students Are Given Direct, Skills Alike 
Instruction for 30 Minutes a Day? 

Audience:  Early Childhood, Primary, and Upper Elementary 
Tammy Stoker 
Stenwood Elementary School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Come and learn about how one school is using 30 minutes a day to improve and enrich 

student skills putting data collection to good use.   

Poster 7: Together We Grow: A Model for Promoting Family Literacy  

Audience:  ES 
Jeanne Taylor 
Kings Park Elementary 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 

ñPartners in Printò has become an effective model for bringing together students, 

families, teachers, and local businesses to promote early literacy.  



Poster 8: Growing Together: Effects of a School Wide Focus on Direct 
Vocabulary Instruction  

Audience:  All  
Dr. Sharon Alayne Widmayer 
Annandale Transitional ESOL High School 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Check out some of the great projects Transitional High School teachers have been doing 

by integrating technology into the curriculum.  Projects focus on building literacy, 

building content knowledge, and building community with VDOE Level one ESOL 

students. 

Poster 9: Kindergarten Take Home Reading 

Audience:  ES 
Beth Workman 
Stenwood ES 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Are you interested in helping to connect school reading and home reading?  Stop by this 

exhibit to check out how one kindergarten teacher created a Take Home Reading 
Program to bridge the reading students do at school with reading at home. 

 

 

 



Thank you, Fairfax Education Foundation and 
Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundation! 

 

 On behalf of the Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS), the Department of 

Professional Learning and Training wishes to thank the Fairfax Education 

Foundation and Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundation for their 

extraordinary support of teachers. Through the generosity of these two organizations, 

instructional-level FCPS staff members have received grants ranging from $500 to 

$2,000. These grants enriched studentsô lives with unique academic, learning 

endeavors. 

Over the past 11 years, the Fairfax Education Foundation, IMPACT II 

Grant Award Program has awarded $250,000 in grant money. These grant awards 

recognize and reward creative teachers who strive to meet the needs of their students 

and who disseminate the information about their successful teaching strategies to 

others. The Foundation continues to support and encourage teachers in their 

continuing professional development to enhance student achievement. The Fairfax 

Education Foundation through the Department of Professional Learning and 

Training awards three grant types: Disseminator, Adaptor, and Teacher Researcher.  

 

Disseminator Grants awards staff members who develop creative and  

innovative educational opportunities for studentsô academic growth. 

 

Adaptor Grants awards staff members who modify a previously awarded  

disseminator grant by using a different perspective or a different setting. 

 

Teacher Researcher Grants awards staff members who conduct research to 

investigate questions associated with student learning.  

 

The grant awards span all curricular areas and grade levels.  

 

 Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundationôs Teacher Grant 

Program began in 2005. Over the past four years, the Apple Federal Credit Union 

Education Foundation has awarded $75,000 to FCPS staff members who developed 

specific activities, programs, or services for students that clearly relate to improving 

academic achievement. The Education Foundationôs intent is to fund grassroots 

classroom-oriented instructional initiatives. 

 Apple Federal Credit Union has served teachers since 1956 and has 

broadened its field of membership to include educators, students, and their families 

throughout Northern Virginia. Over the years, Apple has helped students, schools, 

organizations, and school divisions in a number of ways. Appleôs commitment to 

education and community service remains strong. It recognizes the challenges 

teachers face in achieving their primary mission of student achievement and offers 

the Teacher Grant Program to benefit students from kindergarten through twelfth 

grades. 

 

 We thank these two extraordinary organizations for their continued support 

and generosity toward FCPS teachers! 

 



 
Ȱ4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 

colleagues a concept of learning that includes openly 
asking and systematically investigating questions that 

matter to them about  
ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢȱ 

 
 ~ Teacher Research for Better Schools 

Marian M. Mohr 
Courtney Rogers 

Betsy Sanford 
Mary Ann Nocerino 
Marion S. MacLean 

Sheila Clawson 
FCPS Teacher Researchers 

 

 

Door Prizes Donated by:  

 

Centre Ridge Elementary 
Devonshire Center 
-ÁÇÉÌÌȭÓ 0ÉÚÚÁ Ǫ "ÕÆÆÅÔ 

Mount Vernon Woods Elementary 
North Springfield Elementary 

Northern Virginia Massage Center 
Pine Spring Elementary 

Professional Learning and Training 
Providence Elementary 
Stenwood Elementary 

University Mall Theaters, Inc. 
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