
Introduction

The School Board�s beliefs, vision, and mission statements and student achievement goals drive the budget 
process.  Resources are identi�ed and aligned to promote student achievement and to meet the School 
Board�s goals as the school system and Fairfax County work together to build the future. . . child by child.

This Week’s Topic:   
FCPS Maintains High Student Achievement With Moderate Per-Pupil Costs

Fairfax County Public Schools operates as a cost-e�ective school system.  Calculations of education costs  
per pupil give residents a comprehensive view of the cost of instructional programs.  These data can be  
used to compare how school systems spend their funds.  A systemwide cost per pupil is computed using  
the methodology agreed on by the Washington Area Boards of Education (WABE).

When compared to other local area school systems, FCPS ranks �fth in average cost per pupil.  With an  
average per-pupil cost of $13,407 for FY 2008, Fairfax County Public Schools spends less per pupil than do  
four other Washington-area school systems, including Montgomery County Public Schools, which is the  
most similar of all the Washington-area school systems to FCPS. 

Although FCPS enrolls  
15 percent of Virginia�s  
public high school juniors,  
in 2007, FCPS had 209  
National Merit Semi�nalists, 
which constituted 49 percent 
of Virginia�s semi�nalists.  
Approximately 22 percent  
of FCPS students participate 
in the gifted and talented 
program; the national 
average is 10 percent.

FCPS has received a Gold 
Medal District rating from 

Expansion Management magazine every year since the ratings began in 1990.  Ninety-nine percent of all  
FCPS general education schools meet or exceed the Virginia Standards of Accreditation.

Ninety-two percent of full-time personnel are based in schools.  Eighty-eight cents of every dollar goes  
directly to the schools; the remaining 12 cents provides school support.  Less than one percent of FCPS� 
positions are nonschool-based administrators, one of the lowest rates in the metropolitan region. 

FCPS focuses on high student achievement and works hard to stretch its education dollars.   

Members of the public may comment on budget priorities at School Board public hearings on May 14,  
and, if needed, May 15, 2008, at Jackson Middle School.

Next Week’s Topic:   
FCPS’ FY 2009 Budget Considers Employee Interests

For current budget information:  www.fcps.edu/fs
To ask a question, e-mail:  budinfo@fcps.edu or call 571-423-3600
To voice comments on advertised budget priorities:  www.fcps.edu, Budget Ideas 
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