








 
 



Web Site Submissions 
 
FCPS Question #1: “What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and 
how would you prioritize these considerations?” 
 
1. Any resulting boundary change proposal should accomplish the stated FCPS goal of 
“providing relief for crowded conditions at Westfield and Chantilly High Schools.” 

a. Caveat: FCPS enrollment data show that the emerging overcrowding issue is 
at Madison HS. The entire Madison HS boundary, in addition to the Madison Island, 
should be considered in the Western Fairfax Boundary Study process. 

  
2. Avoid further fragmentation of the high school feeder relationships for Rachel Carson and 
Franklin Middle Schools. Franklin Farm currently experiences the most fragmented high school 
feeder relationships in Fairfax County. Franklin MS now feeds Oakton, Chantilly and Westfield 
HS (the only FCPS middle school feeding three high schools). Rachel Carson MS now feeds 
Oakton and Westfield. 
 
3. FCPS projects that, on average, Oakton, Chantilly, Westfield, and Herndon HSs will operate 
at 11% below capacity during 2012-2013. Hence, the “target” enrollment for South Lakes HS 
should be roughly 89% of capacity, or 1,870 students.  Approximately 520 new students are 
required at South Lakes HS to achieve this enrollment level. 

a. Apply an “incentive” model to increase enrollment at South Lakes – consider a 
Magnet School, Academy, Governors School or similar (Hunters Woods Model).  
Thomas Jefferson is overcrowded and difficult to access from Western Fairfax. 

b. Such a program would facilitate natural enrollment leveling by attracting talented 
western Fairfax students to South Lakes HS from all schools. 

c. Anticipate and plan for real estate development and Metro expansion in the 
Dulles corridor and resulting population growth. 

 
4. Wherever possible, boundary changes should be limited to those high schools that 
will operationally benefit from the changes (i.e. Chantilly and Westfield). Boundary changes will 
not provide an operational benefit for Oakton HS.  For instance, boundary changes that 
negatively impact sports team and extra curricular activity participation levels at Oakton HS 
should be avoided. 
 
5. Boundary changes that increase traffic going North bound (from the Fair Oaks area toward 
the Toll Road) on West Ox Road, Reston Parkway and Fairfax County Parkway should be 
avoided.  These roads have heavy traffic during the AM commute.  Any any boundary 
reassignments that increase traffic/transportation on those roadways should be avoided. 
 
FCPS Question #2 What areas should be considered for reassignment?   
  
Here are some options to consider: 
  
1. McNair ES & Northeast Corner of Floris ES boundary  

- Opportunity to reduce crowding at Westfield (driver of the study) 
- Geographic location allow re-assignment to South Lakes or Herndon 

 
2. Fox Mill ES school boundary 

- Reassign to South Lakes (driver of the study) 
- Creates capacity at Oakton in order to reduce crowding at Chantilly (driver of the study) 



 
3. East side of Navy ES boundary (east of FFX County Parkway and North of Route 50 

- Reassign to Oakton 
- Reduces crowding at Chantilly (driver of the study) 

 
4. Madison Island 

- Reassign to South Lakes in order to increase enrollment (driver of the study) 
- Eliminates attendance area island (driver of the study) 

 
5. North Reston Elementary Schools (Armstrong ES and Aldrin ES) 

- Reassign to South Lakes in order to increase enrollment (driver of the study) 
- Enhances Reston school and community relationships (All Reston HS) 
- Minizmizes transportation across Fairfax County Parway 

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
My name is Susan Stoney and I am a Franklin Farm resident who lives in the Oakton High 
school attendance area.  Last night I attended the small group discussion, but the group was so 
crowded and discussion so lively that I do not feel that I had an opportunity to make my points. 
  Therefore, I am adding them here.  I understand that you are collecting these additional 
comments for the next week. 
 
The first question posed was:  What should be considered in developing the boundary 
plans and how would you prioritize these considerations? 
 
First consideration should be given as to whether there should be any change at all.  The 
recent enrollment figures provided by the School Board indicate that overcrowding at Chantilly 
and Westfield, that was a primary impetus for the study, will resolve on its own through no 
action within the next several years. 
 
Second, if the Board feels the need to push forward with changes, the board should not take 
from currently balanced schools such as Oakton High School.  Any changes should be 
absorbed by those school districts that would benefit most, such as Westfield and South Lakes.  
Oakton High School is a balanced school. We, as Franklin Farm residents, are happy with our 
school alignment with Oakton, and we want no change in this school alignment.  My children 
participate in basketball camps at Oakton, attend Oakton football games, and have a strong 
community connection to Oakton High school. 
 
Third, South Lakes is a Reston school, and as a Reston school, it should draw from Reston.  
The Board should consider this neighborhood alignment.  Reston is its own special tax district.  
It was built as an integrated community with its own pools, tennis courts, bike paths, and athletic 
associations.  All Reston residents have access to these amenities, and it is reasonable that all 
of Reston also attend Reston schools rather than Herndon or Langley schools.  It would also go 
a long way to alleviating any socio-economic issues South Lakes has if North Reston were 
required to attend South Lakes as had originally been intended.  
 
The second question posed was:  What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 



First consideration should be given to making South Lakes truly a Reston school, drawing from 
all Reston residents, including North Reston, as stated above.  Tax district #5 should attend 
South Lakes.  
 
Second, reassignment, if it must be made, should involve only those schools perceived to be 
affected by over and under-crowding, and should not affect Oakton High School, which by all 
accounts is a balanced school, and is only in the study to provide flexibility.  Take students from 
Westfield if necessary, or move Westfield students to Herndon and move North Reston from 
Herndon to South Lakes.  Take Oakton High School out of the study.  
 
Thank you for considering these points. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
During the first hour of the Town Meeting I believe I heard someone say we could respond to 
the two questions from the breakout rooms via email.  I could not stay for the entire session.  I 
looked but could not find a designated location on the web site  so I am sending my 
responses here.   
 
What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 

*   Minimize changes 
*   Balance enrollments (socio-economically as well as in terms of numbers) 
*   Minimize student travel (sleep concerns, driving issues) 
*   Maintain contiguous attendance areas 
*   Support for families who are dislocated.  Don't just put them somewhere without providing 

support (counselors, meetings, buddy systems) 
 
What areas should be considered for reassignment? 

*  Madison Island makes most sense geographically 
*  Consider combination magnet school at South Lakes (find a way to make South Lakes a 

place people will want to send ther children, not a feared place) 
 
Thank You for your time and consideration. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Room 269 – I was turned away & asked to submit my views to this address.  I am a resident of 
the WESTERN FRANKLIN FARM COMMUNITY. My views are as follows: 
 
FCPS Question #1:  “What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how 
would you prioritize these considerations? 
 

1) MORATORIUM 
2) Distance from home to school.  Chantilly is the closest high school to our home at 2.87 

miles.  Children should have small commutes to school for safety & bus transporation 
costs should be kept at a minimum.   



3) Consider making South Lakes a Magnet School.  Thomas Jefferson is overcrowded & 
difficult to access from Western Fairfax 

4) The Madison HS boundary as well as the Langley HS boundary should be included in 
the study process.   

5) Do not create new attendance islands 
6) Avoid further fragmentation of the Franklin Farm neighborhood.  We are already split 

between two high schools (Chantilly & Oakton), two middle schools (Carson, Franklin) & 
three elementary schools (Navy, Crossfield & Oak Hill). Franklin Farm currently 
experiences the most fragmented high school feeder relationships in Fairfax County.  

7)  Boundary changes should be simple, promote school-community alignment and avoid 
complex “domino-effect” scenarios. 

8) Boundary changes must not impede access to a comprehensive, robust Advanced 
Placement (AP) Program (IB is not an acceptable substitute) 

 
What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
NONE 

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Like many of my neighbors, I attended last night's Town Meeting.  While I participated as much 
as I was able, I left feeling frustrated by the whole experience. Far too much time was wasted in 
the first phase of the meeting, leaving insufficient time for the small group sessions.   
Because I was not permitted to fully share all of my points last night, I am sending them to you 
directly:  
 

• What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you 
prioritize these considerations?  
 

1) No redistricting should be an option presented to the School Board.    There are no 
operational issues at Oakton and Herndon and the overcrowding issues at Westfield and 
Chantilly will resolve themselves over the short term. Most importantly, there are other less 
drastic ways to address problem of South Lakes underutilization. 
 
Focus on numbers of students within current SLHS boundary that either “pupil place” to other 
schools to participate in AP or who opt for home schooling or private schools rather that attend 
SLHS 
 
Establish AP programs at South Lakes  

1 Establish South Lakes as a Magnet School (i.e. establish a TJ like county-wide 
program for humanities)  
2 Consider moving portion of TJ programs to South Lakes (for students in western part 
of County who attend SL -- would also address transportation issues)  

 
The Board should also consider strong possibility that new development along Reston corridor 
with coming of Metro will lessen SLHS underutilization problem over long term. 
 
2) Scope of boundary study needs to be expanded to include Langley, Madison and 
Centreville.  

 Langley is overcrowded and includes many students from Reston neighborhoods  



 Madison's participation should not be limited to "Madison Island" since it is actually 
projected to be overcrowded over long term and is the least socio-economically 
diverse among those affected.  

 Unlike Oakton, Centreville is currently underutilized and therefore could alleviate 
overcrowding at Westfield or Chantilly.  

 
3) If decision is made to proceed with boundary changes, the changes should be phased 
in gradually and should not be applied to any students currently attending high school.   

 Board should also allow liberal pupil placement options and strongly consider 
allowing younger siblings to opt-out of redistricting to attend same high school as 
attended by older brothers or sisters.  

 
4) If decision is made to proceed with boundary changes, should begin with those 
changes that alleviate both underutilization and overcrowding concerns. 

 For example, eliminating Madison Island helps with SLHS underutilization and 
Madison, Thoreau and Wolftrap overcrowding.  

 Adjusting northeast corner of Westfield HS boundary to reassign to SLHS would 
alleviate concerns at both high schools.  

 
5) Before making any changes, the Board should attempt to honor the expressed 
preferences of affected communities.  

 My neighborhood, Ashburton Manor, is located in the Oak Hill area (between West 
Ox Road and Franklin Farm) and is currently districted as Crossfield ES/Carson MS / 
Oakton HS.  As indicated in a letter from the President of  our Homeowner's 
Association to the members of the School Board dated October 24, 2007, our 
community has been in the Oakton HS district since its inception over 14 years ago 
and 89% of us favor remaining in the OHS district.  Because Chantilly is the closest 
high school to us by physical proximity, 7% of our residents favor redistricting to 
Chantilly.  

 
• What areas should be considered for reassignment?  (See attached PDF file)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1) Eliminate Madison Island  
· Alleviates underutilization at South Lakes and overcrowding at Madison  
1  Should also evaluate making other adjustments with contiguous border between Madison and 
South Lakes to address long-term overcrowding issue at Madison 
 
2) Because South Lakes is part of Reston community, start with North Reston  
· Reassign North Reston elementary school districts (Armstong and Aldrin) now feeding into 
Herndon and switch over to South Lakes pyramids 
1 Redraw Langley / South Lakes borders to re-assign Langley students from North Reston to 
South Lakes which would alleviate overcrowding at Langley 
 
3) Reassign McNair Elementary and Northeast corner of Floris Elementary border to 
Herndon H.S.  
· Alleviates overcrowding at Westfield and eliminates split feeder situation at McNair  
1 Readjusts Herndon HS boundaries to be more consistent with Herndon address 
neighborhoods  
 
4) Reassign Fox Mill Elementary School to South Lakes  
· Creates capacity at Oakton HS that can be used to reduce enrollment pressure at Chantilly HS  
1 Eliminates existing peninsula into South Lakes boundary  
 
5) Adjust Oakton HS/ Chantilly HS boundary lines within Navy ES district east of FC 
Parkway and north of Rte. 50  
· Reassign to Oakton HS to reduce overcrowding at Chantilly HS  
1 Eliminates existing peninsula into Oakton boundary  
 
6) Eliminate peninsula at bottom of Westfield HS boundary with Centreville  
· Alleviates overcrowding at Westfield HS -- and takes advantage of existing excess capacity at 
Centreville  
1 Eliminates existing peninsula into Centreville boundary  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process and look forward to reviewing the 
proposed scenarios at the next meeting to be held on December 3rd at Westfield HS.  
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
To the Directors of the FCPS Facilities Office, 
  
The small classroom discussion (room 252) I attended last night did not flow well and I did not 
get to voice my concerns.  We were interrupted several times by FCPS folks who were 
answering questions placed on the board outside of our classroom.  The answers to these 
questions led to additional questions and debate and we never truly stuck to the topic 
questions.  The facilitator should have gone around the room asking for input from everyone, 
instead a few vocal parents were heard and that was it.  It was a volatile atmosphere and I 
actually felt uncomfortable stating my position and thus did not speak up.  The facilitator should 
have done a better job at keeping us on topic and creating a non-confrontational environment.  I 
left the room feeling frustrated due to the fact that my Herndon High School position was not 
stated.  Therefore, here are some comments I would like to add: 
  



What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
  
- Don't balance an already balanced school.  Herndon HS is socially and economically 
balanced.   
- Disrupt as few students, families and communities as possible. 
- Retain Herndon High School's compact boundaries. 
- Direct feeder alignment benefits student achievement.  All Herndon Middle School students 
should go to Herndon High School. 
- Without any boundary adjustments, Herndon High School is projected to be at only 85% 
capacity in 2012. 
  
What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
  
- Do not redistrict one school to the detriment of another.  No appropriate exchange of 
socioeconomics exists in HHS bordering elementary schools to trade one school for another. 
- No currect HHS feeder schools should be redistricted.  Changes to HHS will unbalance an 
already balance school. 
-Transportation concerns such as crossing major roadways, like the Toll Road, should be a 
major consideration when determining boundaries as should proximity to the receiving school.   
- Aldrin and Armstrong Elementary students must stay at HHS in order to balance the school's 
socioeconomics 
  
Additionally, I know my points are supposed to be logical only - but this is such an emotional 
issue that I cannot ignore that aspect.  I am the mother of 3 children, a 14 year old (9th 
grade) who loves Herndon High School, a 12 year old (7th grade) attending HMS and a 10 year 
old (5th grade) attending Armstrong Elementary.  We are potentially directly impacted by any 
proposed changes.  Herndon High School is five minutes from my home - why should we go to 
a different HS?  My children are very happy in their respective schools, have good grades, great 
friends....there is simply no logical reason to move students and change all of this.  I have 
nothing bad to say about any other Fairfax County HS - I simply do not want to leave the 
Herndon schools.  We are doing so well, except now the children are already worried about 
these proposed changes.  My Freshman had a wonderful experience playing the trumpet in 
Hernd on's marching band...made friends, connections, won awards, etc.  Herndon is his 
school...he doesn't want to go anywhere else, nor should he. 
  
Please take these points into consideration and leave Herndon High School out of the 
redistricting plan. 
  
 
******************************************************************** 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
I was not able to attend the meeting and request that my answers now be recorded. 
 
What should be considered as a first priority is that within a couple of years no school currently 
in the boundary study will be overenrolled. 



However, two that are not in the boundary study will be: Langley and Madison.  People want 
real answers why these two schools were not included. 
 
What is the answer? The only problem the SB is trying to solve seems to be the 
underenrollment of South Lakes.  This will take care of itself as there are at least two new 
developments in Reston (Lake Anne and Weihle Ave) that if even 1/3 of the households 
involved would send 1 child to school, it would equal 744 kids and then South Lakes would be 
what?  Overenrolled. The answer is to stop the redistricting now. The only people that seem to 
want it are those already attending South Lakes. I moved to Fox Mill solely for Oakton High 
School.  That is the one and only reason that I bought there.  I do not want Fox Mill to move to 
South Lakes. I do not want anyone to be forced anywhere.  If people in Westfields and Chantilly 
are complaining of overcrowding, which most are not, let them pupil place.  How will you handle 
the hundreds of pupil placement requests if you force people into a school that they do no want 
to be in? 
 
If anything, the Madison and Langley areas bordering South Lakes should be considered for 
reassignment because those are the schools that will be overenrolled. Again, why were these 
schools excluded? Why is the SB trying to pit neighbor against neighbor with these two 
questions? Is the SB trying to divide and conquer? Why is the SB having this boundary 
discussion now when Coppermine Elementary is slated to open in 2009 and a new round of 
boundary changes will be forced? When are we going to get real answers to our questions?  I 
seriously would appreciate answers. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Please incorporate the following input into your analysis of the data collected during the town 
meeting on Monday, November 12. The small group session that I attended at Chantilly HS (Rm 
265) was over-crowded and the facilitator wrote very slowly, often requiring that points be 
repeated 3-5 times. Hence, the discussion moved very slowly and I was not able to make all of 
the points that I hoped to make during the meeting. thanks. 
 
My Overall Assessment: FCPS has not framed a credible and sufficient business case for 
the broad-scoped boundary re-alignment that the boundary study asserts.  The revised 
enrollment projections presented to the FCPS Board Working Session at 2 PM on 
November 12 are not sufficient to justify the cross-community impact that such a change 
will place on students and families.  Chantilly and Westfield crowding conditions will 
resolve themselves based on pupulation declines. The under-enrollment issues at South 
Lakes - which I acknowledge - can be addressed with creative and credible strategies 
that do not harm students and families.  If FCPS had engaged with parents on this 
question before activating a poorly-conceived boundary study, we would be having a 
much more successful school-community dialog at this time.  This boundary study 
needs to be suspended, revised in scope and restructured to include broader parent 
involvement in key questions regarding priorities and objectives. 
 
FCPS Question #1: “What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and 
how would you prioritize these considerations?” 
1.  Any resulting boundary change proposal should accomplish the stated FCPS goal of “providing 

relief for crowded conditions at Westfield and Chantilly High Schools.” 



a. Caveat: FCPS enrollment data show that the emerging overcrowding issue is at Madison 
HS. The entire Madison HS boundary, in addition to the Madison Island, should be 
considered in the Western Fairfax Boundary Study process. 

 
2.  Eliminate attendance islands and disrupt the fewest students possible. Do not create new 

attendance islands. 
 
3.  Avoid further fragmentation of the Franklin Farm neighborhood. We are already split 

between two high schools (Chantilly, Oakton), two middle schools (Carson, Franklin), 
and three elementary schools (Navy, Crossfield, Oak Hill). 

 
4.  Avoid further fragmentation of the high school feeder relationships for Rachel Carson and 

Franklin Middle Schools. Franklin Farm currently experiences the most fragmented 
high school feeder relationships in Fairfax County. Franklin MS now feeds Oakton, 
Chantilly and Westfield HS (the only FCPS middle school feeding three high 
schools). Rachel Carson MS now feeds Oakton and Westfield. 

 
5.  FCPS projects that, on average, Oakton, Chantilly, Westfield, and Herndon HSs will operate at 

11% below capacity during 2012-2013. Hence, the “target” enrollment for South Lakes HS 
should be roughly 89% of capacity, or 1,870 students. Approximately 520 new students are 
required at South Lakes HS to achieve this enrollment level. 
a. Apply an “incentive” model to increase enrollment at South Lakes – consider a Magnet 

School, Academy, Governors School or similar (Hunters Woods Model). Thomas Jefferson 
is overcrowded and difficult to access from Western Fairfax. 
 i. Such a program would facilitate natural enrollment leveling by attracting talented western 

Fairfax students to South Lakes HS from all schools. 
b. Anticipate and plan for real estate development and Metro expansion in the Dulles corridor 

and resulting population growth.  
 

6.  Boundary changes should be simple, promote school-community alignment and avoid complex 
“domino-effect” scenarios. 

 
7.  Wherever possible, boundary changes should be limited to those high schools that will 

operationally benefit from the changes (i.e. Chantilly and Westfield). Boundary changes will 
not provide an operational benefit for Oakton HS.  

 
8.  Boundary changes must not impede access to a comprehensive, robust Advanced Placement 

(AP) Program (IB is not an acceptable substitute for an AP curriculum). 
a. Optional online AP courses are not an acceptable alternative. 
 

9.  Provide for gradual phase-in of boundary changes, grandfather all existing high school 
students and allow liberal pupil placement options. 
a. Boundary changes should not preclude access to student transfers and pupil placement 

(Regulation 2230) 
 

10. Some of the FCPS points regarding the challenges associated with a large school 
environment are nonsensical.  Frankly, it does not bother me that it is competitive to 
get on the basketball team, the cheerleading squad or the golf team, etc.  Competition 
breeds the tradition  of excellent sports accomplishments that Oakton, Chantilly and 
Westfield have achieved in recent years.  More important, the Chantilly and Westfield 
communities are telling you that these reasons are insufficient to justify a boundary 



change.  In short, parents/students are willing to endure a highly competitive 
extracurricular activity environment.  This is a tradeoff decision that parents are 
willing to make but FCPS is not even asking the question! 

 
FCPS Question #2: “What areas should be considered for reassignment ?” 

A. McNair ES Boundary (360 students) and Northeast Corner of Floris ES Boundary 
(app 350 students)  

a. Opportunity to reduce crowding at Westfield HS  
b. Geographic location and proximity allow reassignment to either South Lakes or 

Herndon HS  
B. Fox Mill ES Boundary (360 students)  

a. Reassign to South Lakes HS  
b. Creates capacity at Oakton HS that can be used to reduce enrollment pressure 

at Chantilly HS  
c. Close proximity to Reston and South Lakes boundary  
d. Fox Mill ES boundary “peninsula” already “projects” into the South Lakes 

boundary  
C. East Side of Navy ES boundary (app 350 students), East of Fairfax Parkway and 

North of Route 50.  
a. Reassign to Oakton HS  
b. Opportunity to reduce crowding at Chantilly HS.  
c. Adjacent to Oakton HS boundary and nearby West Ox Road communities that 

are already aligned with Oakton HS.  
D. Madison Island (37 students)  

a. Reassign to South Lakes HS  
b. Eliminates an attendance area island and provides contiguous school attendance 

areas.  
E. North Reston Elementary Schools, Armstrong ES (248 students) and Aldrin ES 

(291 students)  
a. Reassign to South Lakes HS  
b. Enhances school-community alignment in North Reston (“All-Reston HS”)  
c. Minimizes transportation across Fairfax County Parkway  

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the West County Boundary Study.  With 
respect to the two questions posted on the website: 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you 
prioritize these considerations? 
 
Of primary importance is the availability of a robust academic curriculum.  To the extent either 
an over-enrolled or under-enrolled school is not meeting the educational needs of its students, 
this issue must be resolved with all due haste. 
 
Secondary considerations include extra-curricular activities.  Despite the importance placed on 
this criteria during the first town meeting, I believe that academics should – above all – 
determine when/if boundaries are changed. 
 
Tertiary considerations include: 



• Neighborhood boundaries,  
• Attendance islands,  
• Travel time to and from school,  
• Minimization of the impact on existing students (rising juniors and seniors should be 

allowed to graduate in currently attended schools; siblings should be given consideration 
as well – e.g., the freshman sibling of a junior or senior),  

• Duration of new boundaries – the board may have information that will allow it to project 
out many years.  It should make every effort to limit the number of changes over the next 
10-15 years in light of new developments, projected gentrification, etc.  

 
Finally, any data (current or projected) used by the staff should be shared and any resulting 
analysis should be provided to the community.   
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
The area for consideration should only as large as needed to solve the identified problem.  To 
the extent the schools already identified will allow for a comprehensive solution, no other 
schools should be added to the re-districting.  That being said, no school should be excluded if it 
can be part of the larger solution.  Despite the chants for Langley High School to be included, 
unless there is some evidence presented that including Langley (or any other school) in the 
redistricting will help alleviate the problem without then causing similar under enrollment 
problems at Langley, the study should proceed as originally outlined.  Finally, a solution may be 
at hand without affecting each of the identified schools (e.g., all of McNair ES falls within South 
Lakes and Madison Island falls within South Lakes; while all of Navy ES goes to Oakton – these 
two actions combined with the projected fall in enrollment at Westfield and Chantilly High 
Schools may be enough). 
 
Further, if any additional school is included in the study, the process will be delayed to allow the 
residents, parents, and property owners within that school district to (1) educate themselves on 
the issue; (2) formulate opinions regarding the need to redistrict; and (3) become involved in the 
process.  The decision to proceed with this limited study was made during a July 2007 School 
Board meeting and likely considered for many months prior to the meeting.  By including 
additional school districts into this process now, turns back the clock many, many months. 
 
Finally, a concern raised during the first town meeting, paraphrased here as “children who live in 
Reston, should go to Reston schools,” ignores the fact that (for high school purposes) Reston is 
divided among six (I may be mistaken based on the available maps) high schools (i.e., Herndon, 
Langley, Madison, Oakton, South Lakes, and Westfield).  It is a specious argument that fails to 
recognize the county-based nature of the school system – one where geographic boundaries 
are irrelevant to the functioning of the school system.  Taking the approach raised during the 
meeting would also result in many more split feeder schools – not an objective of the school 
board (rightly so). 
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment.  I applaud the School Board and its staff for 
what is too often an unappreciated role in the education of our children. 
 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Dear FCPS Planning office and School Board members: 



  
  Thank Mr. James' email.  Many residents of McNair always have tears in their eyes when 
discuss about this issue.  I have shared Mr. James' email with them.     
  
  McNair is minority community.  In the past 9 years, we have been redistricted for two times.  
First moving from Oakton High to Westfield High, then moving from Floris Elementary school to 
McNair ES.  If you look the map of McNair ES boundary, you can see that we pick up students 
from street to street on north side of Toll road who were pushed away by other schools.  There 
are even no islands at all, there should be called streets in north side of Toll road for McNair 
ES.  That was not a proper decision at that time.  Now FCPS shouldn't correct the wrong 
decision and make another even more wrong decision.  FCPS should not move McNair to South 
Lake nor Herndon.  
  
    Please see my answer to FCPS two questions: 
  
FCPS Question 1:  What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how 
would you prioritize these considerations? 
 

• Transportation time and/or costs should not be dramatically increased by additional cars 
and buses crossing the Toll Road.  

• Disrupt as few students, families and communities as possible.  
• Alternate approaches to redistricting, and ways to avoid the breakup of established 

communities and school relationships should be addressed by FCPS.  
• Without any boundary adjustments, Westfield High School is project to be at ONLY 90% 

capacity in 2011.   
• Should not treat all split feeder school case as the same, some have more historic 

reason and was totally wrong process at that time.  
 
FCPS Question 2:  What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 

• McNair has 360 HS students in south of Dullus Toll way, moving them from Westfield will 
create “under enrollment” for Westfield.  Placing them in Herndon will make an 
overcrowding school.  Placing them in Southlake does not make geographic sense.  
There are other communities located in closer proximity to Southlake.  

• Any FCPS must equitably share the Title One schools between the high schools in the 
study.  Hendon currently has Hutchison and 111 high school aged students from the 
McNair feeder portion north of Toll Road.  South Lake has Dogwood, Oakton has Mosby 
Woods.  Westfield has none.  So McNair should stay in Westfield.  

• McNair in south of Toll road will cross the major traffic jam (Centerville and Toll road) in 
the earlier mornings.  McNair should stay in Westfield HS.  

• McNair is a minority based community consisting of mainly townhouses and 
apartments.  McNair elementary is a title I school.  Moving this group either to Herndon 
or Southlake will further tilt the socio-economic IMBALANCE in these schools.  This is 
fundamentally against the current boundary policy.  

• McNair has experienced two rezoning in past few years.  Residents in this area have 
suffered huge more than other communities.  McNair need some kind of rest.  

God Bless McNair! 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 



Our position: 
Thank you for taking the moment to consider our position on the boundary issue.  We were 
unable to share these entire thoughts do to the size and time constraints of the first meeting.  
These thoughts not only reflect our concerns as Herndon parents, but also include concerns 
affecting all students in the middle of high school.   
 
I know everyone has spent a lot of time looking at boundary maps and dots, and what 
neighborhood is contiguous to what school, but I am here tonight to talk about people, 
specifically students already enrolled in high school, in our case Herndon High school.  I want to 
explain why it would be irresponsible to move students in the middle of high school who have 
set academic plans to take select AP coursework, established social ties, and an identity as a 
person, and student of Herndon high school. 
 
On an Academic level my sophomore son, (rising Jr. next year) has established a schedule of 
select AP coursework that he needs to take to get into college. My son has not had any pre-IB 
or exposure to IB programs.  If moved, suddenly as a junior he is immersed into an IB school he 
cannot participate in.  This puts him at an extreme disadvantage.  There are discussions about 
South Lakes adding a few token online AP courses.  How does that compare to the 34 different 
choices of AP courses that have evolved year after year into excellence coursework at Herndon.  
Good AP or IB programs are built over years and do not just happen overnight.  Who do we turn 
to when my son hasn’t taken the AP coursework needed to get into college in another two 
years?   
 
On the Social Front my youngest is a freshman (rising sophomore next year) enrolled in Navy 
JROTC program.  This is a very unique program only offered at Herndon.  He gets up at 5am 
every morning to be a part of a drill team, Physical Fitness Team, and Rifle Team.  It is his 
identity, his confidence, and his social connection, to Herndon.  Removing this from his life next 
year would be emotionally and socially devastating to him.   Our kids know who is who, and 
which kids are into what activities.  They know who gets into trouble and who does not.  They 
know the path they are walking on.  I ask you how many families do you know would move 
children in the middle of high school and expect them to be successful?  I think any psychologist 
would agree it is a very wrong thing to do. 
 
Our students have built personal ties and relationships with other students, teachers and 
administrators within our school that creates a place of safety, knowledge, and success.  This 
does not happen overnight.  They already know the teacher who they can talk to and rely on for 
their college essays.  They have relationships with their guidance counselor.  This is true of any 
student in the middle of high school.  The insecurity of starting high school is behind them with 
the knowledge of how their school works and where they fit into their school programs.  Taking 
that away from students in the middle of high school, and suddenly immersing them in new 
environment with new rules, and programs, and completely unable to take select AP classes, is 
unfair at best.  Last year North Reston students were responsible for taking the vast majority of 
AP Classes at Herndon.  By shifting North Reston out of Herndon you are virtually destroying 
the AP program at Herndon High school.  We do not support destroying one high school’s 
academics, and activities to improve numbers at other schools.  But most of all I do not support 
you destroying my children’s’ academic and emotional well being now that they are half way 
through high school. 
 
In Summary we think South Lakes is a fine high school, we just want Herndon to be allowed to 
continue being a fine school as well.  Shifting North Reston will effectively have you back here in 
the next few years redistricting again because of the severe negative socio-economic place you 



leave Herndon in.  Everyone worries about No child Left Behind, what we have on the table is 
possibly some children not allowed to succeed.  Please leave Herndon in place with its diversity 
and all of its students.  But most importantly whatever boundary changes are put into place 
PLEASE do not move existing children from their high school.  They are more than dots on a 
boundary map.  Please allow them the dignity and ability to finish their academic path, succeed 
and move on. 
 
Thank you for considering these very critical concerns. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the West County Boundary Study process for the 
Fairfax County High Schools.  As a resident of the Sycamore Lakes Community, my subdivision 
as well as my neighbors in Copper Crossing, Emerald Chase, Meadow Hall, Middleton Farms, 
Monroe Chase, Monroe Manor, Oak Mill, Smith Farms, Sycamore Ridge and, Spring Lakes 
Estates who comprise the Western Fairfax HOA’s Concerned Citizens Group are directly 
impacted by this study.  We currently reside in the Floris-Carson-Westfield feeder system.  Over 
the past nine years, we have been involved in 5 separate boundary studies including the initial 
move from Oakton High School to Westfield when it first opened.  Additionally, we see 
ourselves being included in the upcoming study that will surround the opening of Coppermine 
Elementary School (planned for 2009).    
 
I have reviewed the information provided for the meeting at Chantilly High School on 11/12 and 
have the following responses to the questions:  
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you 

prioritize these considerations?  
 

Overall, the impact to the community must be considered in any Boundary Study.  We are 
very proud and active in our schools and our initial positions will always be to strongly 
consider the rationale behind the process and in many cases not accept the premise on 
which the study is being conducted.   Therefore, the staff and school board must be very 
open and transparent in there processes and ensure that they are including all areas in the 
study and are open to suggestions from those areas.  These include:  

 
• Scope:  Inclusion of ALL surrounding areas of the school(s) in questions.  By not 

including all the schools in the area as part of the discussion, there is an inherent 
bias in the process visible for and against certain areas.  Langley HS, which borders 
South Lakes underwent a needed remodel, however at the same time, enrollment 
capacity was raised by 250 students, all the while South Lakes was under capacity 
and having its enrollment reduced during its remodel.  Langley was projected to be 
over its original enrollment numbers for each of the years of the current CIP study 
prior to its expansion and its students face commutes of approximately 20 miles from 
the western end of the county.  “New Construction - Langley High School, enrollment 
currently exceeds capacity by 182 students and is projected to exceed capacity by 
148 students in 2011-12.”1 

• Openness:  Willingness to seek voluntary solutions vs. forced solutions – alternate 
proposals for the school – Academies, marketing specific programs (IB or AP), 
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Magnet “school within a school” concept. 
• Numbers and Projections:  Faith in the projections for the school enrollment and 

understanding of the demographics of the area – new construction, Metro system 
development, planned developments.  Due to the cost of living in this  

• Tradition and Spirit:  Keeping communities together.  In Westfield in particular, 
families have built tradition from the ground up.  They should continue to be part of 
the tradition if possible.    

• Continuity:  Eliminating split feeders from the elementary schools to the high-
schools.  Middle schools may direct to multiple high schools as long as the 
elementary schools that fed them are not split in the process. 

• History:  Although the school board states that the same area will not be included in 
a boundary study for the same level of school more than one time in 5 years, the 
same families and children can be impacted many times as they grow through the 
system.  In our area alone, there were studies between McNair Elementary and 
Floris Elementary (with Coppermine Elementary happening next year), Franklin 
Middle and Rachel Carson Middle, and Oakton HS to Westfield HS.  Long term focus 
to minimize necessity to redistrict the same areas multiple times generationally.  We 
should not have children from the same family attend 3 different high schools while 
never having moved. 

• Opportunity:  Maximizing CORE opportunities for all.  The primary purpose of the 
schools should be to educate in core subjects.  These opportunities should be 
available to all students.  Not every school requires peripheral education topics.  
Academies can be ways to generate interest in alternative schools and balance 
enrollment. 

• Travel:  Minimizing Commute TIMES – distances can be very misleading in this 
area.  Crossing major intersections, traffic flows, etc. all lead to situations were closer 
in distance is not always closer in travel time and accessibility.  Busing is expensive, 
routes can get long, and studies show that the high school students are already 
getting up too early.  Long bus commutes will only add to that and should be 
minimized.  Although a large boundary, the northern portion of the county attending 
Westfield has a short commute because it is opposite the normal commute on Route 
28. 

 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 

At its core, this question is loaded to pit neighbor against neighbor and potentially degrade 
community relationships.  In the first step of a process that has been defined as open, it 
already presupposes that physical areas must forcibly be reassigned to achieve a 
successful solution.  For this reason, I believe those conducting the study have begun down 
a contentious path.  There are two key facets to this study:  

• South Lakes High School is under enrolled, and its enrollment must be increased to 
aid in the success of the school and maximize opportunities for its students. 

• Some surrounding schools are over enrolled and thus should logically be forced to 
give some of their students to other schools. 

In reviewing the enrollment numbers and their history and speaking with South Lakes 
families, it is obvious that South Lakes is under enrolled against the building’s capacity and 
will continue to be under enrolled unless something is done. 
 
However, the numbers presented by the County do not support the fact that the other 
schools in question are over enrolled.  In fact, the statements made in the presentation 



materials lead to the conclusion that the over enrollment statements have been fabricated 
and exaggerated as a means to provide support for the movement to the under enrolled 
South Lakes.  Each of the schools identified will be operating well within their capacities in 
2008 and beyond.  “High schools with surpluses estimated at more than 200 student spaces 
in 2011 include Falls Church (826), Hayfield (521), Herndon (355), Lake Braddock (631), 
Mount Vernon (925), Robinson (223), South Lakes (798), West Potomac (392) and 
Westfield (265)2.  Dr. Goodman (Asst. Superintendent of Cluster VIII) as states that smaller 
schools are better, but this appears arbitrary because there is no foundation for her 
statement and over half of the high schools in Fairfax County are larger than her definition 
and nearly 25% are smaller, yet this study is limited to small area. 
So, as to which areas should be considered for reassignment, I believe the following should 
be considered:  
1. Academic Areas: 

a. Expanded G&T to provide relief to Thomas Jefferson: There is a need for a 
G&T program that is reasonable to attend and near to the Western Fairfax.  By 
assigning a G&T program as a Magnet school within a school at South Lakes, it 
will leverage the new facilities to their fullest extent and draw students from all of 
the neighboring high schools.  This has the additional benefit of also spreading 
reductions of enrollment across multiple schools more evenly, having the solution 
be voluntary, and generating positive public relations and spirit to those who live 
outside the current South Lakes boundaries.  According to the 2008-2012 CIP 
Book, for 2011-2012, Thomas Jefferson is expected to have a deficit of 327 
spaces, while Westfield, Herndon, and Oakton high schools will operate well 
under capacity.  Madison and Chantilly are projected to be slightly over capacity 
(Map 3, Page 15, included below). 

b. Expand and Market the IB program – This idea comes directly from a South 
Lakes parent.  In speaking of the concerns with the IB program relative to the AP 
based curriculum of the other schools, we concluded that this program is one of a 
kind in the Western County and if marketed and given time to grow, can be very 
successful and actually draw additional students in – regardless of their 
participation at the middle school level.  This involves communication and 
education of the opportunities at the middle schools in the area.  The IB Program 
is only 4 years old (per SLHS website) and should be given support to grow as 
the first set of students is just completing the program. 

c. Incorporate other Academies / Programs – Page 20 of the handout describes 
programs being offered in the larger schools because of higher enrollment; 
however these be effectively used to draw students to alternative schools by 
moving to SLHS and encouraging others to attend 

d. Operate as a Small School – Doing nothing is an option as there are 
precedents in the county of smaller schools with larger ones around them.  
Smaller schools can also attract other students voluntarily who may thrive in the 
small school environment such as those who prefer small colleges over larger 
universities.  Nearly 25% of the County’s high schools have fewer than 1700 
students including Falls Church, McLean, Marshall, Stuart, Mt. Vernon, Edison, 
and South County.  All schools need not be the same exact size. 

2. Physical Areas:  Recognizing that in the end, movement may be required, the following 
areas need to be addressed when looking at physical areas.  Neither I nor those in our 
communities believe that these are necessary at this time, nor in the foreseeable future.  
Only three schools in the county have continuing projections to be over capacity – South 

                                                 
2 CIP 2008 – 2012 December 2006, Page 14 



County (which is being addressed), Thomas Jefferson (see my response above), and 
Woodson.  Therefore, if the school board is serious about cleaning up the boundaries in 
this area of the county and overall reducing the sizes of its high schools to what it 
considers a manageable size, it should consider a wholesale long term solution that 
benefits everyone in the county.  This includes: 

a. Eliminate attendance area islands – It is fairly straightforward that the Madison 
Island would be a logical fit for the South Lakes pyramid – at elementary, middle, 
and high school levels. 

b. Create a North County High School – My understanding is that this had been 
discussed at a high level in the past.  It will truly reduce the size of Westfield, 
Chantilly, and Herndon High Schools versus a cosmetic change proposed by 
shifting a few kids.  If the School Board is as serious as they say about bringing 
school sizes closer to a target of 2000 students, a new high school would benefit 
the Northwestern portion of the county and could draw students from Floris, 
McNair, Coppermine (future), Oak Hill, and Fox Mill elementary schools as well 
as the current Oakton-bound Navy students.  This eliminates two split feeder 
situations – McNair Elementary and Navy (Navy is predicated on the Franklin 
Farm Community portion shifting to Oak Hill Elementary as part of the boundary 
shifts resulting when Coppermine Elementary opens in 2009.  The resulting table 
demonstrates the result based upon 2007-2008 enrollment numbers provided by 
FCPS as part of this study. 

 

 
Creation of this “Oak Hill Area” high school would result in balanced schools 
across the entire northern and western portion of the County.  It would reduce 
commute times for students, foster a neighborhood environment for the schools 
and generally build the community.  Although Westfield would be operating at 
75% of its 3100 capacity, it should be noted that original school capacity was 
2500, and thus relative to that number it’s capacity would be about 93% or 
equivalent to Herndon and Chantilly. 
 

In conclusion, there are clearly positive long term alternatives beyond the scope of the currently 
proposed study that will better address ALL of the stated needs that are driving the study – 
including reduced commute times, improved access to G&T programs, improved enrollment 
within South Lakes HS, eliminating attendance islands and split feeder schools, and most 
importantly Community Continuity.  



 
Please consider the above as potential solutions, especially the idea of halting the current 
process and replacing it with one of improved scope and potential success that unifies 
communities.  
 

 
  

 



 
 
Map used for calculating impact of North County High School scenario 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
What should be considered? 
 
#1:  Do not unbalance an already balanced school. 
#2:  Do not help one school at the detriment of another 
#3:  Do not put students in harms way by making them travel twice the distance to another 
school than they are already attending. . . in rush hour . . . through congested and confusing 
traffic patterns . . . .use common sense and close proximity as your guide. 
#4:  Herndon High has many Herndon students at Armstrong . . these students WALK to school 
. . . a child should NEVER go from walking to school to taking a bus or being driven or driving 45 
minutes for ANY reason. 
#5:  If you were redistricting my children to Langley from my home in Herndon I would be raising 
HELL. . . . don't send kids a long way when there is a great school they are part of within 5 
minutes tops from the farthest home. . .that is BALANCED! 
 
Who should be considered? 
#1:  Make South Lakes the TJ West of Fairfax County . . . . save our tax dollars on a TJ addition 
to go toward another school (not sure what Herndon has gotten since it was conceived in the 



1960's). . . TJ kids can get a state of the art school at South lakes and have IB AND AP . . . . 
before anyone knows it, South Lakes will be overcrowded.  Many kids travel all the way from the 
farthest point in the county, Herndon/Langley to get to TJ. . . . they will cut drive time in half. 
#2:  If students MUST be moved, look at proximity FIRST.  Some schools have very bizarre 
boundaries and drive past one high school to get to another.  These schools are unbalanced 
and will not suffer if some kids are removed. 
#3:  Shift from  Woodson (overcrowded, but getting a HUGE reno) to Oakton and Oakton to 
South Lakes.   Fox Mill to South Lakes.  Madison island to South Lakes.   
#4:  The whole county should be looked at - there are numerous ways to make this work without 
causing unnecessary moves, additional driving, or unbalancing schools that are already 
balanced. 
#5:  Do nothing, because after looking at the whole picture several schools are going to be 
suffering in 3 years as it is and what will happen to them then?? . . . boundaries will not be 
shifted to fix the problem AGAIN, so what does the future hold for some of these schools??   We 
DO want to help South lakes, but NOT at the cost of Herndon High School. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I could not attend the focus group meeting for the Town Hall meeting last Monday.   
  
If you were unable to attend the focus group meeting for the November 12, 2007, town 
meeting, your input may be provided by responding to the following questions: 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 

1)  Include Langley High school in the study. 
2)  All FCPS students should have equal opportunity of instruction (including AP). 
3)  Neighborhoods have established ties to current districting, and changes should be made 
for only overwhelming cause. 
4)  Attendance islands should be minimized. 
5)  Community schools should be encouraged. 

  
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 

1)  Madison Island. 
2)  Fox Mill? 

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
If primary objective is to increase enrollments in South Lakes... 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
 

a. Plans should include those that have the least amount of movement of current residents to 
new districts, as majority of residents do not appear to want to disrupt their current schooling 
situation. If your goal is to add 400 to 500 students to South Lakes then only move 400, not a 
student more. Avoid Domino changes.  
b. Proximity to school should be considered when make changes and should avoid crossing 
major intersections if at all possible. 



I did not get to turn in my comments on Monday night so I'm e-mailing 
them for you to include them in the total. 
>  
> The considerations that should be made when studying are: 
> Is this whole re-districting feasible?   Does it make sense to 
disrupt and cause upheaval in so many homes and neighborhoods? 
>  
> Our neighborhood has been falsely labeled the "Madison Island".   We 
really don't have any disconnect to Madison if you consider the 
industrial zoning on the south side of the Dulles Access and the next 
neighborhood on Hunter Mill Rd is districted to Madison.   On the other 
side of Hunter Mill Road is Hunter Mill Estates and they were zoned by 
administrative order to South Lakes during the construction of those 
homes.   In doing so FCPS admin effectively created that very small 
disconnect which you are now labeling an island. 
>  
> Our North Madison area is large on your map but if you exclude all 
the industrial zoning and parkland we are have very few homes with very 
few students.   The number of students in North Madison that currently 
attend that HS is just over 30!   These students are completely tied in 
every way to Vienna and not Reston.   This tiny group of students would 
be completely lost at South Lakes! 
>  
> And we are the only group you are considering moving the entire 
pyramid.   My fourth grader is terrified that you will force her away 
from the only school that she has known for the five years she has 
attended plus the previous five years that she experienced through her 
siblings attending Wolftrap.   You must not be able to imagine her fear 
if you are planning on dragging her away from everyone and thing she 
knows. 
>  
> South Lakes should be looked at as the perfect candidate for a GT 
center of the West.   Many TJ students sit on the bus for over 2 hours 
round trip to get to their overcrowded school.   South Lakes wouldn't 
have to close down during an upstart program for a GT center.   It 
didn't close down during all the current renovations. 
>  
> Consider all the communities pleas to not re-district!  Also, you 
stated that this study came about because of overcrowding at Westfields 
and Chantilly and under-enrollment at South Lakes.   Redistricting this 
tiny North Madison group will not help out with that problem and will 
severely hurt us!! 
 
 
 



 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
* If you were unable to attend the focus group meeting for the November 12, 2007, town 
meeting, your input may be provided by responding to the following questions: 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
  
Response: 
  
1. Boundary plans should prioritize reducing the number of students at Westfield High School. It 
is too large and there are not equitable opportunities for students to participate in after-school 
clubs, sports and activities. Other Fairfax schools do not have this problem and recruit students 
for their programs. Typically more than 50% of Westfield students are turned away from 
participating in school plays and sports programs. Other schools do not have this problem. 
Westfield students are penalized because the school is too large! 
  
2. Areas that should be considered for reassignment are those attendance areas that include 
Floris and McNair. This boundary would be adjacent to the current South Lakes area and 
redistricting would benefit both South Lakes and Westfield attendance areas. Any new housing 
built in Westfield's current boundary area should attend South Lakes High.  
  
Thanks for your attention. I was unable to attend the first meeting but plan on attending the 
second.  
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I was able to attend the meeting the other night, but the size of my breakout group, and the time 
allotted for discussion did not allow all of my viewpoints to be heard.  I will voice those here: 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
 
First, disregard the need to affect the socioeconomic characteristics of the schools in the study.  
I believe that this is the most decisive point to most of the people potentially affected.  It appears 
that the school board is trying to force "high functioning" families and schools into Reston/South 
Lakes to make up its lack of more satisfactory test scores.  FIX SOUTH LAKES FIRST!!  DON'T 
PUT THE BURDEN ON OTHERS!!  The only factor that cannot be disregarded in this study is 
geography.  
Neighborhoods or schools that border closest to South Lakes should be considered first for 
inclusion.  This means adding all of Madison and Langley into the study.  If the socioeconomic 
characteristics change, so be it, but don't make this the driving force.  Also, South Lakes may 
not be able to fully make up its 700 student deficit immediately.  It may have to come over the 
next five years or so.    
 



Secondly, try to limit the effects on other high schools which are not really a problem, i.e., 
Oakton and Herndon.  That is, avoid the same thing happening to these schools -- taking too 
many students from Oakton or Herndon, and having them under enrolled.  From the statistics 
presented, these schools are balanced for the foreseeable future.  The Board should keep 
impacts to those schools to a minimum.  Boundary changes should maximize the benefit to the 
greatest extent, that is, reduce overcrowding and help under utilization.  The school board could 
easily get the "biggest bang for the buck" by moving McNair (360 students) into South Lakes, 
and thus, reduce the amount of children going to Westfields.  This is as obvious as the Madison 
Island (37 students) moving to South Lakes.  That's nearly 400 students in two simple moves, 
with reduction and increases in the right places! 
 
As I understand it the main reason for the study, and potential boundary changes, are the fact 
that Westfields and Chantilly, are over enrolled, and South Lakes is under enrolled.  Given that 
premise, it seems the main consideration should be that all other high schools bordering these 3 
schools be part of the study.  This means including Centreville, Fairfax, Langley, all of Madison, 
and possibly Marshall.  The reason to do this is to better distribute all students with a more 
geographic balance.   Students need to move out or in, depending on the situation.  For 
example, has the potential been examined to move Westfield students in the southern portion of 
that boundary to Centreville, or similarly moving some of Chantilly to Fairfax HS to ease the 
overcrowding.   Likewise, it appears that the western portion of Langley could move to Herndon 
or South Lakes.  I also believe the northern portions of Reston should be consolidated into 
South Lakes first before looking at another school's boundary. 
 
Thirdly, I believe major consideration should be given to moving an academy or magnet school 
program to South Lakes to utilize the extra space.  The county needs to make it desirable for 
families to want to attend there versus forcing boundary changes to accomplish that.  From the 
statements I heard from the public group in presence on Monday at Chantilly HS the other night, 
I believe a forced move to South Lakes is undesirable to most people.  This could be the win-
win situation that everyone can agree on.  Think of the legacy the School Board could cherish if 
it created another Thomas Jefferson type school. 
 
Lastly, if boundary changes do occur, allow grand-fathering of existing juniors, sophomores and 
freshman to finish in the school they began with. 
 
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
First consider another use for South Lakes, such as, a magnet school, academy, etc. to utilize 
its space. 
 
If that can not occur, consider the following in this order: (This assumes that Langley and other 
high schools are considered) 
 
1.  Move the northern portions of Reston (Armstrong ES, 248 and Aldrin ES, 291- 539 students 
total) from Herndon to South Lakes.  Backfill Herndon with bordering elementary schools. 
 
2.  Move some of Langley's western portions to Herndon, especially those south of Rt. 7.  
Cancel the expansion of Langley - not needed. 
 



3.  Move the Madison Island to South Lakes - another 37 students.  Also consider the other 
portions of Madison very close to South Lakes, i.e., the Flint Hill ES "Island," or the northern 
reaches of Oakton ES. 
 
4.  Move McNair ES, 360 students to Herndon HS or South Lakes. 
 
5.  Move Floris ES, 488 students (or the new Coppermine School) to South Lakes or Herndon. 
 
6.  Move Oak Hill ES, 395 students to Westfields, if both Floris and McNair are removed from 
Westfields. 
 
7.  Move Fox Mill ES, 342 students to South Lakes or Herndon, if needed 
 
8.  Move Navy ES north of the Fairfax Co. Parkway, less than 290 students to Oakton (to make 
up the loss of Fox Mill, if it is moved away from Oakton). 
 
Not all of these changes would necessarily be needed.  Again, disruptions should be kept to a 
minimum. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
My response to the questions posed at the 11/12 meeting would be: 
  
1.  First priority would be to balance enrollment numbers so that all schools can have similar 
class offerings for their student body.  People seem to forget that the school district is FCPS as 
a whole, not any one high school boundary area.  We should seek to have balance in 
distribution of resources through equitable distribution of enrollment numbers. 
  
2.  It makes sense to realign all of the schools so that the students are attending a school near 
their neighborhood.  Development in this area has been so fast that it might mean that students 
not only shift from one school to SLHS, but from one school to any other that makes sense in 
the study.   
  
Thanks for your time. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you 
prioritize these considerations? 
 
#1 Grandfather all high school students into their current school. 
- Since populations are decreasing there isn’t an urgent need to move current students. 
- Grandfathering benefits the students because they have established relationships with other 
students, staff, administrators and coaches. 
- Grandfathering benefits the schools that will be losing students.  Coaches, drama leaders, 
journalism teachers and others have invested in these students and would welcome their 
continued presence.   



- Grandfathering benefits the schools that will be receiving students.  It will allow South Lakes to 
gradually hire new teachers and adjust to its new size.  A phased move will prevent 
overcrowding at Herndon, as it is now near capacity. 
 
#2  Don’t create more split feeder elementary schools. 
Move an entire elementary school, or leave it alone. 
 
#3  Don’t overfill Herndon or South Lakes. 
Student population predictions in the past 3 years have been off by 125 (Oakton), 167 
(Chantilly) and 209 (Madison).  Five years in the future we could end up with trailers at Herndon 
and South Lakes if you don’t leave space for errors in the projected enrollments. 
 
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
Look first to existing split feeders.  These students already have long-term relationships at the 
target high school. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I am a Herndon High School parent.  I could not attend the November 12 meeting held at 
Westfield, so I have reviewed the handout online. 
  
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 

a - Overcrowding should be considered as it limits effective teaching and limits opportunities 
for students to participate in extra-curricular activities.  Overcrowding is apparently also 
causing safety hazards. 
b - Underenrollment should be considered because it limits resources available to students 
for their education in both advanced academics and in electives. 
c - Socio-economic diversity should be considered so that family resources can be balanced, 
and students can interact with a varied population. 
d - Worries over siblings being split between schools should not be considered in boundary 
plans, except to provide grandfather clauses for such situations, which I do believe is an 
important point.  If change is needed it's needed, and you should not leave one school in a 
deficit so that Maria and Joe can attend the same school. 

  
Let's face it, there are many irregular boundaries and chunks carved out because people with 
money and voice made noise about wanting a certain school.  All of our county's schools are 
capable of providing a first-class high school education.  We can be more proud of a county that 
is divided fairly--not divided by have and have-nots. 
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
South Lakes needs more students, and more family resources. 

a - Westfield High should be considered because it is overcrowded.  Care should be taken 
that areas pulled into South Lakes do not exacerbate economic needs of South Lakes. 
b - Madison island should be considered because it is overcrowded, and the island is 
ridiculous to begin with.  It makes geographic sense to include that section in the South Lakes 
boundary. 



c - Chantilly should be considered because it is overcrowded if you discount the modular 
building, which you should.  The same care should be taken as with Westfield's boundaries 
regarding economics. 

 
Herndon High should not be included.  The school is going to be underenrolled as it stands 
now.  Taking hundreds of students out of the school would only move the South Lakes issue to 
Herndon.  In addition, Herndon cannot be seriously evaluated without including the chunks off  
the southern side of Route 7 that are shipped off to Langley.  Besides, I cannot imagine that our 
elected school board would include Herndon High without scheduling at least one meeting 
somewhere in the entire Herndon/Reston area. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
 1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
In general, I think overcrowding/underenrollment should be the first factor for consideration.  
Following that, I think it's important to ensure that any redistricting does not significantly 
adversely impact any current school's program offerings.  (No "Robin-Hooding"!)  I agree that 
the county needs to take into account economic demographics.  I also think, that although 
difficult to quantify, it's important to maintain "close to neighborhood" schools -- we should be 
looking to avoid significant travel times or travel through busy rush hour areas.  (For instance, 
having North Reston kids cross the Toll Road to attend SLHS, particularly in light of the 
upcoming metro construction, concerns me.) 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 

1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you 
prioritize these considerations?  

2. What areas should be considered for reassignment?  
 
Communities need to be kept together.  Students living in one town (e.g., Vienna, Reston) and 
playing sports in that town should be going to school in that town.  Sending students to a school 
in another town destroys the sense of community by forcing these kids to go to school in an 
area where they do not play sports, where the local paper does not cover the school they 
attend, etc.  The county created the “Madison Island” by incorrectly redistricting a couple of 
neighborhoods (Hunter Mill Estates, Sunnyvale) below the Dulles Toll Road to South Lakes 
pyramid.   Those neighborhoods are actually a “South Lakes Island.”  If those neighborhoods 
are reassigned to Madison (where they were once assigned), the island goes away and all of 
Vienna is assigned to a Vienna school. 
 
Draw the lines based on the boundaries of the “towns.”  If the school matches the postal 
address, there can be no disputing it. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
1.) My understanding is that student population projections are determined using actual counts 
and housing starts within a given geographic area. My suggestion is to take a look at out-year 
development when determining projected student populations. Most notably, survey and identify 



large plots of land ripe for development, especially those designated double-circle 1 ((1)) on 
county tax maps. You can come up with your own algorithm, but expect the prevailing  "Smart 
Growth" philosophy to encourage PDH-8 or greater development densities near transportation 
corridors. Under this scenario, expect the western outskirts of the county near Route 28, Route 
66, and in the Dulles corridor to see the greatest and most immediate population increase. 
Areas closer to the beltway will see slower growth.  
  
2.) Do do not rely on developer estimates predicting student populations, as these numbers 
serve the interest of the developer. The assumption that most families with school age children 
will  choose single family housing is fallacious, given the current housing market. Many families 
will choose multi-family housing by proximity to a school, or by default due to other social or 
economic factors. Keep a close eye on Metro West as your predictor. 
  
3.) Encourage County to aggressively pursue education proffers when negotiating zoning and 
development. Maintain close communication with representatives at the Planning Commission 
and at the Department of Planning and Zoning, establishing liaison positions if necessary. 
The adversarial and vociferous nature of boundary changes speaks volumes about citizen 
commitment to quality public education in Fairfax County.  
 
4.) Personally, this is my third boundary study while living at the same address.  Do not tweak 
the numbers so often that educating our children in Fairfax County becomes a negative in the 
overall quality of life here. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
1.) Scrupulously avoid even the appearance of socio-economic favoritism. Some Langley 
students make a 25 mile or more round trip to school, yet Langley is omitted from this study. 
This does not bolster County arguments that proximity, student safety, and balancing student 
populations by demographic indicators are the real County considerations in determining who 
gets moved where and when. The answer then, is to consider ALL neighboring school 
boundaries, or none at all. 
 
2.) The out year numbers do not support the idea that the high schools under consideration will 
be greatly crowded in the future. Indeed, the real question is the under-population of South 
Lakes and how that could be remedied. Consider improvements to South Lakes that would draw 
students by choice: academies, magnet curricula, and extra-curricular incentives. A fine and 
performing arts academy or magnet program would mesh nicely with the IB program already in 
place, as would advanced level language immersion programs. These would require minimal 
disruption to the physical school building and could be phased in incrementally as instructors 
are hired. 
 
3.) The wording of question 2 presumes that any areas should be reassigned, and further 
discussion pits neighbor against neighbor and divides communities. Everyone I talked to saw 
through this ruse and was insulted, and refused to consider or participate in discussion of this 
question. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
1.  New Numbers show no significant overcrowding at Chantilly  and none at Westfield, just  



under-enrollment at South Lakes.  Please adjust the study to reflect the new enrollment  
projections.     

o Westfield was just expanded at taxpayer expense specifically to hold 3100 students  
and it is now only at capacity, it does not need any changes.  
o New figures show the only school to have projected overcrowding is Madison,  
Please include Madison in the study.  Madison is the most overcrowded school AND  
its attendance area is closest to South Lakes.   

  
2. Raise Priority of Proximity & Travel Time (10 or 15 minutes at most):  

o Distance and increased travel has many adverse effects:  on student safety,  
monetary and environmental costs, traffic/parking, start time and on-time  
attendance, extra-curricular activity logistics, study/homework availability issues,  
sleep time and quality of life.  
o Ensure busing time is minimized. Based on travel time, the attendance areas  
 Madison Island to South Lakes (increase South Lakes)  
 Part of Floris and/or MacNair ES to South Lakes (reduce  
Westfield, increase South Lakes, reduce student travel)  
 Part of Fox Mill ES to South Lakes (increase South Lakes, reduce  
student travel)  
 Consider part of Flint Hill ES to South Lakes (slight reduction  
of Madison, increase South Lakes, minimal student travel)  

  
3.  Vote to study making South Lakes a combination Local and Magnet School – The Board’s  
on-line FAQ response does not address this specific option. The Board’s on-line FAQ  
indicates the renovation has “added support for advanced courses in math, science and  
engineering”. TJ is the most severely overcrowded (>300) high school in the county. Making  
South Lakes a combination school would balance enrollments, socioeconomic status, add  
programs and resources, and enable electives and higher level courses for all students while 
significantly reducing busing distances. High Tech corridor companies have expressed  
willingness to consider sponsorship of such an effort including Cisco and Oracle.  
 DO NOT make “domino” changes that move multiple students for each seat “filled”.  
Domino changes are the MOST disruptive to the MOST number of families.  
  
4.  Stop or change scope of this study to properly solve the wider issues in one study, saving  
money and minimizing public stress:  

o This effort is a patch because it does not consider other over/under-crowded Fairfax  
County high, middle, and elementary schools.  It does not even consider all  
adjoining high schools (leaves out Madison, Fairfax, Centreville).  Stop this effort  
and do a full study or limit your changes to avoid repeated uprooting of students.    

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Ms. Smith et al.:  Attached is a letter summarizing the views of Copper Creek, a community in 
Oak Hill, regarding the Boundary Study.  Please read and consider our views and suggestions.  
The letter lists all my contacts -- I would be appreciative of an opportunity to discuss with you 
further.  I have left you a voicemail as well. 
 
[Attached letter] 



I have been officially selected by my neighborhood, Copper Creek, in Oak Hill, as its 
representative and advocate in the ongoing West Fairfax County School Boundary Study, and I 
am writing to register our comments and opinions. 
 
As a brief introduction, we are community of 27 homes, 25 which are on English Garden Court.  
As landmarks, we are East of West Ox Road and South of Folkstone Road.  Our elementary 
students are assigned to Crossfield Elementary School, and are slated to then attend Rachel 
Carson Middle School and Oakton High School. 
 
At our annual HOA meeting last week, I was officially charged with expressing to you the 
following central theme:  
 
We are very pleased that our students attend Oakton High School, and we respectfully 
request that our current school assignments not be changed. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to forward the key arguments that support 
maintaining our current school assignments, as follows: 
 

1. Oakton High School enrollment is actually essentially in balance with its capacity, and 
your projections indicate that it will stay in balance over time.  This should be 
distinguished from the status of Chantilly and Westfield, which are both over capacity. 

2. At last week’s Community Town Meeting on this issue, there was clear public sentiment 
against redistricting.  Thus if the process is to reflect public opinion, it would seem 
prudent to minimize redistricting, and minimize community disruption, as much as 
possible. 

3. Our neighborhood, like many of the communities that border us, is new, having been 
constructed in 2000-2001.  These neighborhoods are distinguished by a recent and 
rapid influx of young families, which speaks to the intensity of desire within these 
communities for the schools to which they are currently assigned, and particularly for 
Oakton High School.  As the Boundary Study proceeds, these population trends, and 
public sentiments, should not be ignored. 

 
Given these issues, we would respectfully also like to express the following suggestion: 

 
If ultimately it is deemed appropriate to increase enrollment at South Lakes High School, 
and to decompress Chantilly and Westfield, which appear to be the key goals of the 
Boundary Study, then the focus of redistricting should be limited to these districts.  
Given the enrollment data, and public sentiment, Oakton High School boundaries should 
be left alone. 
 
Ms. Smith, we very much appreciate your interest in our views.  We look forward to a continued 
dialogue with you, as the process proceeds. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
- Do not redistrict one school to the detriment of another 
- Demographic and economic balance is essential for academic and co-curricular 

achievement 
- Direct feeder alignment benefits student achievement (all Herndon Middle students to 

Herndon High) 



- Transportation concerns, including costs, safety and traffic patterns should be a major 
consideration when determining boundaries 

- Herndon High School is projected to beat only 85% capacity in 2012 (based on FCPS 
projections, Nov 12, 2007) 

- This is very important to my family and I want you to represent our views and advocate for 
us.  These are my views and I want them heard. 

 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
My biggest concern in moving students that reside in North Reson from Herndon to South Lakes 
is transportation.  Currently commuting to Herndon HS is 10 minutes from my neighborhood 
(Deer Forest).  The commute across the Toll Road to South Lakes during the rush hour will be 
at least 30 minutes each direction.  This will greatly derail many students from participating in 
activities that start before buses arrive in the morning or after buses leave in the afternoon. 
 
I have not encountered a single North Reston parent (Aldrin attendance area or Armstrong 
attendance area) that support a so-called Reston Community High School.  Please dispel this 
notion or address it directly at the next boundary Town Hall meeting.  You are our 
representative. 
 
 



To whom it may concern,  
 
Last night I attended the town hall meeting regarding potential boundary changes in western 
Fairfax County. Due to the "large size of our group" our facilitator would not allow discussion nor 
allow participants the opportunity to share multiple concerns regarding question #1 "what should 
be considered in developing the boundary study plans and how would you prioritize these 
considerations". I respectfully request that my concerns listed here be included since I was not 
permitted to include these concerns.  
 
1. Franklin Middle School currently feeds 3 high schools. Although it is not ideal the students are 
comfortable with it and the largest group of students attends Chantilly High School. Any 
boundary option that further fractures that school is in direct contrast with FCPS stated goals of 
"avoiding split feeder schools".  
 
2. Safety of our students who drive needs to be included. Western Franklin Farm is at most 2.6 
miles from Chantilly High School and our students are fortunate enough to be driving "against" 
the bulk of the traffic flow. Any change that has those students driving on major commuter 
arteries such as the Fairfax County Parkway West Ox Road or I-66 has major safety 
implications and should be avoided at all costs.  
 
3. Geographic proximity as it relates to transportation. Western Franklin Farm is 2.6 miles from 
Chantilly High School. It is 6.2 miles from South Lakes High School and 10.10 from Oakton High 
School. Buses that transport western Franklin Farm students to Chantilly are able to make 3 bus 
runs (one high school one middle school and one elementary school) if those buses have to 
transport students triple or more the time and distance the county would lose transportation 
flexibility and there would be significant financial and environmental costs associated with such 
a change.  
 
4. Lack of AP options at South Lakes. There is only one school Robinson Secondary that offers 
both the IB and AP curriculum. That school is significantly larger than South Lakes currently or 
as proposed. If AP is added to South Lakes both programs run the risk of cannibalization. 
Online AP is not an acceptable option because not all students have access to high speed 
Internet connections and computers. Also online education is very difficult for students who are 
auditory learners and puts them at a significant disadvantage.  
 
5. Current middle school students not slated to feed into an "IB" high school may not have the 
required background to enroll in the IB program. South Lakes own documents on IB state that if 
you are not enrolled in Algebra or a Foreign Language as an 8th grader then you need to take 
geometry in summer school and Latin is your only language option.  
 
7. The "IB" program is a closed exclusive program. Students must apply, be accepted and enroll 
in all IB programs. AP program allows students to play to their strengths and allows for more 
self-discovery in high school. A student must know as a freshman that they are ready able and 
mature enough to handle the more rigorous curriculum IB offers. If a student is a "late bloomer" 
they can still enroll in AP classes as a senior.  
 
I appreciate the chance to have my concerns that were not included last night added to the 
discussion. 
 
Thank you for your Consideration.  
 



1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
  
I think you should consider travel time and distance.  Also, how transient the population 
is and how the population has been over a period of years as it pertains to children.  If 
there are considerable amounts of children and a less transient population over a period 
of years those are the areas you should look at.   
  
If Travel time is the relatively the same you accomplish nothing by splitting the more 
transient areas and displacing a small number of children and their family's that come 
and go, and may have already sacrificed by moving to this area to work.  Families living 
in the lower child populated areas have in most cases decided to live in commuter 
hubs for better access to transportation, work and schools.  Therefore, their friends are 
usually the people with whom they attend school. 
  
There should also, be a grandfather clause to protect those students who have started 
and planned to finish their school years all in one district.  You can't take children 
who have gone through the same school system their entire lives and change that just as 
they are entering high school.  I think that would be devastating and cruel.  
  
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment?  
  
1.  Areas with large non-transient populations of school age children.    
2.  Grandfather clause ( cut off point )  
3.  Travel time and distance with change of school.  
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I am a parent of a 6th grader at Navy and 4th grader at Hunters Woods, and I am concerned 
about several aspects of the High School Boundary Study.   
  
I understand the objectives are to balance enrollment, distribute resources efficiently, enhance 
diversity, and eliminate attendance islands.  I agree that these are valid objectives.   
  
However, I do not believe that shifting boundaries is necessary to accomplish these objectives, 
for the following reasons: 
  
1.  As stated on the FCPS site: "The impetus for this boundary study is reducing the 
programmatic impacts of significant over enrollment at Chantilly and Westfield High Schools and 
under enrollment at South Lakes High School."  Attendance at all the high schools considered 
will be at or slightly below capacity by 2011, excepting South Lakes.  The other high schools 
should not be considered as having "unusually high enrollment", as they will be at or under 
capacity. 
  
2.  The South Lakes projections do not take into account Metro coming to Reston, and the 
mixed-use development that is planned for the areas around the stations.  Therefore, it is likely 
that South Lakes will have a significantly smaller shortfall by 2014, and will therefore present 
less of an imbalance.   
  



3.   The fact that we are in the midst of a boundary study indicates that this method -- disrupting 
thousands of families and neighborhoods -- has been chosen to deal with one school's issues, 
while the other schools' issues are resolve in the short term.  I believe considering only forced 
boundary changes prematurely narrows the option space, before alternative approaches can be 
explored and assessed sufficiently.   
  
Recommendation 1: A more fair and equitable approach to accomplishing these 
objectives would be to implement an incentive model, rather than a coercion model.  For 
example, incentives such as magnet type offerings at South Lakes would draw qualified 
students from throughout Western Fairfax County.   This would raise enrollment, enhance 
diversity and allow a greater range of academic resources to be offered.   
  
In short, I see boundary changes as overkill -- it's just too much disruption to deal with a 
localized, short-term issue better addressed through other means.   
  
Recommendation 2: If an incentive model is determined to be insufficient after objective 
analysis, then: 
-  No new attendance islands should be created 
-  No further fragmentation of feeder schools should be created. 
     Franklin Farm has the most fragmented high school feeder system in the county, and         
     should not subjected to any further changes. 
-  Boundary changes should be limited to those high schools which will operationally benefit     
from them.  
     "Balanced" high schools such as Oakton should not be affected. 
  
I trust the staff and school board will take these factors into account when deciding if any 
changes must be made, and if so, how they should be made.     
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I just finished reading the extremely long, rambling "Meeting Notes" from the Nov. 12th 
meeting.  I couldn't make the first meeting and probably can't make the other two, so I'll e-mail 
you directly.   
 
1) What to consider/how to prioritize?  Here are my top suggestions, approximately in order of 
what I feel their priorities should be. 
 
    A) proximity to schools 
    i) SHORT COMMUTES, reasonable START TIMES, and MINIMAL BUSING.  Even more 
than as-the-crow-flies, start at the school and work out.  Everyone within walking distance 
(assuming a safe walking route) should attend that high school.  From there, go out along the 
roads and try to keep car trips in the <=15 minute range whenever possible.  Make it so we 
don't have kids waiting for the bus before 6:30am.   
    Granted, it's hard to keep busing to a minimum when No Child Left Behind kids have to be 
bused all over... 
 
    ii) SAFE ROUTES - minimize new drivers having to drive on 28, 7, and other major roads; try 
to avoid having anyone cross major roads & intersections EXCEPT where there's a local bridge 
with no ramps (ie. Pinecrest Road in the Fox Mill community jumps over 7100; Monroe Street 
hops over 267 just south of the Herndon border).  The two Oakton boys who died driving home 



from school a few years ago - rear-ended by a tired truck driver - lived in our community 
(Bradley Farm). 
 
    B) SPLIT FEEDERS - it's not that big a deal to have kids from several different elementary 
schools going to one middle school; likewise, it's not that big a deal to split them out again for 
high school - to a point.  Try to limit feeder middle schools to 1-2 high schools, preferably not 3, 
and definitely not more than 3. 
 
    C)  SPLIT NEIGHBORHOODS - Franklin Farm is going to be split one way or another unless 
they get their own high school simply because it's a huge neighborhood and very spread out.  
Bradley Farm is both north and south of West Ox and both east and west of McLearen and is 
split between Floris and Fox Mill, comes together for Carson, and then is split again to go to 
Westfields and Oakton.  We live nowhere near Oakton.  It's a fantastic school from everything I 
hear, but it takes a good 20-25 minutes to get from our house in the Fox Mill part of Bradley 
Farm to Oakton HS.  We have to cross 7100 and 123 to get there.  Living where we do, our 
family does just about everything in the Reston/Herndon area and parts of Chantilly; we have no 
reason to be going to Oakton daily.  Why do our kids and others near us go there at all?  
Residual boundary assignments from back when our neighborhoods were built - the other 
schools were full. 
 
    D) ACADEMICS - these should take strong priority over extracurriculars or any other in-
school consideration, including socioeconomics.  We shouldn't be busing kids to balance things 
out.  Keep the schools as local as possible; make sure all schools have top-notch programs.   
 
    Even though IB sounds rigorous and time-consuming, it doesn't sound like it's good for non-
writers or for slow readers and it doesn't sound like it has the hardest math and physics classes 
(BC Calc, BC Physics (Feynman Lectures)).  South Lakes needs to add LOTS of AP classes to 
serve its population in any case.  It needs to have Japanese Immersion in anticipation of the 
boundary changes (Fox Mill JI -> Carson JI ?-> SLHS).  
 
    Non-IB high schoolers need to have AP classes at SLHS so they don't lose their academic 
edge from the switch. 
 
    It wasn't my suggestion to make SLHS a magnet school, but the idea is growing on me.  
Growing up in Reston, I was in the second or third year of kids who could have gone to TJ; I 
didn't even apply.  A big reason was because I didn't want to commute that far.  Now that I have 
kids, I would strongly discourage them from applying to TJ for the same reason - and because 
traffic has only gotten worse since the 1980s.  I don't want to be driving to Alexandria for much 
of anything, let alone to pick my kids up after school, drive them if they miss a bus, or to go to 
parent-teacher conferences. 
 
    As did some other respondents, I've suggested building another high school in the Oak Hill 
area.  Obviously this is super-expensive and would take a good 5-10 years to complete, but it's 
worth considering.  It would pull the kids from & around Rachel Carson - Floris, McNair, 
Coppermine, Fox Mill, Oak Hill ESes. 
 
    I do agree with many respondents that if you make SLHS a fantastic school academically, 
people will beg to go there despite any socioeconomic concerns they may have (and there are 
many folks whom we've run into who claim socioeconomics aren't at all why they want to avoid 
SLHS, but that's really the reason).   
 



    Everyone wants to make sure that their kids will be challenged academically, will flourish 
socially, and will be protected from any ills.  Not everyone agrees on the socioeconomic issues, 
but I'd bet all of the prospective SLHS parents who're going to the boundary meetings want to 
make sure that their kids will get a good education and plenty of resources, and that the high 
concentration of ESL and free lunches at SLHS won't be a detriment to their children's success 
or satisfaction with that school. 
 
    BIG ONE:  You need to reassure people that SLHS is a safe school - parents whose kids 
aren't there yet have heard rumors of/charts noting fights and gangs and weapons and many of 
them are worried about their children's physical safety.   
 
    Do a big clean-up of the paths and tunnels around the school as a show of good intentions.  
Assign one or more tunnels to each SLHS graduating class - it's their responsibility to keep 
those clean; as part of the deal, they get to paint those tunnels (with an adult checking to be 
sure they aren't painting obscenities, gang symbols, or any other unhelpful stuff).  Community 
spirit, pride, etc...  When I was a kid in Reston, it was a big treat to check out the murals in the 
different tunnels.  I miss that and wish my kids could see some of it. 
 
    E) GRANDFATHERING - the more this is done, the worse the bus mess gets.  Definitely give 
rising seniors a choice of high schools.  Most will probably stay where they are; some may have 
been hoping for a change if they didn't like it there or were hoping for other classes.  Possibly 
give rising juniors the option of staying where they are.  Move everyone else over so we don't 
have three or four years of double buses.  Allow pupil placement to rising sophomores only if 
they drive themselves or can use an existing bus stop for older grandfathered students. 
 
    For those folks crying "property values!" and "but we moved here because..." - well, when we 
moved into Bradley Farm we were supposed to be going to Floris.  It was a small shock to get 
switched to Fox Mill, though it has worked out fine because our kids hadn't started yet, both 
schools are great, and we live almost exactly halfway between them - but we don't have ANY 
lights between us and Fox Mill, which I love.  We still vote at Floris, which is a similar boundary 
adjustment issue... 
 
 
2) areas to consider for reassignment 
 
    A) ALL FCPS - there has been a ton of construction over the past ten years; throw everything 
on the table, work out from each school, and see where you end up.  Try to avoid modifying the 
recently-moved folks too much, but if you revamp from the bottom up it should be stable for a lot 
longer than if you pick & choose. 
 
    B) LANGLEY HS!!!  My parents live on Bandy Run, which is off of the part of Sugarland Road 
that's between 7100 and Dranesville.  While Sugarland Road no longer goes through from 
where they are to Dranesville, they have a Herndon mailing address (20170).  It's an easy right-
right to get out of their neighborhood, go down 7100, and get onto Wiehle; a left at the other end 
of Wiehle drops them at Dranesville Road just a few blocks from Herndon High.  It's 5-10 
minutes from their driveway into a parking spot at HHS.  They can hear some noise from events 
at HHS from their deck.  Yet their neighborhood (Sugar Creek II, I believe) goes to Langley.  
The neighborhood immediately south of theirs, on Heather Way, goes to Armstrong (Aldrin? - 
whichever astronaut ES is just south of there on 7100).  My parents' neighborhood goes to 
some ES on the other side of 7.  This is absurd.  Obviously some rich and/or influential parents 



made a deal to go to/stay at Langley & its feeder schools, because otherwise that assignment 
makes no sense. 
 
    C) any & all schools that border the SLHS boundary, particularly including Langley and 
Madison. 
 
In response to the inquiry about why/whether SLHS-area parents send their kids away to other 
schools, sometimes to private schools - yes, they do.  Of three families that I can think of who 
went to preschool with my kids who were all walking distance from SLHS if not Terraset, one put 
her kid into the French immersion program at Herndon ES; one was going over options for 
getting her kid away from Terraset but I persuaded her to try it (I'd gone there as a kid and loved 
it), and she eventually decided to try that; one lives directly across the street from the 
entrance to the Terraset parking lot but they didn't even consider sending their kids there; 
their kids all go to private school - in McLean, I believe.  No idea whether that's typical of SLHS-
area families, but that's my personal experience. 
 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
I would like to submit the following input since I was unable to attend the 11/12 meeting. 
 
1. What should be considered in developing the boundary plans and how would you prioritize 
these considerations? 
 
• Travel distance to schools 
• Balance socio-economic numbers  
• South Lakes should add Advanced Placement courses where the IB program is lacking, such 
as in high level math/science  
• Balance teacher count, class availability 
 
2. What areas should be considered for reassignment? 
 
 All areas closest to SLHS, including Langley and Madison High Schools. 
 


