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Reading Tip: “The key to reading is… 

find a book that you  

would like to read. Ask somebody, 

“what’s a good book?” (Zanasha Findley). 

 

 



“I like reading because some books 

can be interesting” (Kelly Do). 

Grade 10 

 
“I read because, I LOVE it!  

I always turn to books in my spare time,  

or when I am bored or upset.   

Reading calms down” (Madeleine Little). 

 

 



“I like the author, Anthony Horowitz.  He is a good writer.  His stories 

draw you into the story because they are suspenseful and full of 

adventure” (Evans LaBossiere). 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Girl Who Invented Romance (1988) 

Caroline B. Cooney (Author) 

In response to a sociology assignment, Kelly decides to invent a game about 

which she thinks she knows nothing--romance. As she sets up her board game 

and makes rules, she realizes the rules not only change constantly but differ 

among the players. She observes her family and friends, incorporates 

everything into a successful board game and even "wins" a boyfriend by the 

end of the end of the book. 

“There’s nothing better than 

sitting on the beach, listening to 

the waves, screaming at my kid 

and reading a good book” (Ms. 

Kongolo). 
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Reading Tip: Read in a quiet place and give yourself 

time to enjoy the book…even if you have to read 

the same paragraph a few times (Rainy Hausen). 

 

 

Learning Joy from Dogs Without Collars (2003) 

Lauralee Summer (Author) 

Summer, 25, is a Harvard grad who grew up sometimes homeless and often on 

welfare. Her single mother seems to have been a free spirit with the best of 

intentions but with a propensity to be tossed about by fate or the consequences of 

her own failings. Needing a "vacation" from her four children, she dropped them off 

with her ex-husband with a note saying she'd be back in a week. Upon her return, 

she was stunned to learn she had lost custody, and that only the youngest child 

wanted to stay with her. By then, she was pregnant with Summer, by a man whom 

the author wouldn't meet until she was 19. This is a story of hope, however. 

Summer's experiences in shelters, of feeling utter panic and anxiety, were 

counterbalanced by the real love she shared with her mother, by her relationship 

with an excellent teacher, and by having joined the wrestling team. 

Thirst (2009) 

Christopher Pike 

As to blood --  
ah, blood, the whole subject fascinates me. I do like that as well, 
warm and dripping, when I am thirsty. And I am often 
thirsty....Alisa has been in control of her urges for the five thousand years 
she has been a vampire. She feeds but does not kill, and she lives her life 
on the fringe to maintain her secret. But when her creator returns to hunt 
her, she must break her own rules in order to survive. Her quest leads her 
to Ray. He is the only person who can help her; he also has every reason 
to fear her. Alisa must get closer to him to ensure her immortality. But as 
she begins to fall in love with Ray, suddenly there is more at stake than 
her own life....  
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“The Ender’s Game Series is the ULTIMATE!!!” 

 

 

 

“J.D. Salinger was an excellent writer 

and Holden Caulfield is one messed 

up kid” (Jenna Van Dyck).  



“Reading can take 

you places that you  

have not gone and  

can prepare you for  

places that you will go”  

(Mr. Moore) 

 

 

“Read like you are looking at a movie. Try to imagine the 

characters and the setting” (Rebeca Diaz). 

Beastly (1992) 

Alex Finn 

In the beginning the main character, Kyle, is selfish and rude. He could care 

less about anyone who looks ugly or unappealing. When a girl tells him at the 

dance that she had made a decision, he worried about it and later on that 

night, he became something totally opposite of his looks. He became scared 

and helpless... 

“I liked this book because it was kind of like „Beauty and the Beast.‟ Now it‟s 

turned into a movie!” (Zainab Mujahid). 



Mr. Johnson‟s favorite book is… 

 

Reading Tip- If you are having trouble reading, try 

listening to the audio book. 

 

“Just kick back and 

read.” 

 

 

Dr. Turner’s favorite book is… 

 

 

Man's Search for Meaning  

Viktor E. Frankl The most influential works of psychiatric literature since Freud. 

The book begins with a lengthy, austere, and deeply moving personal essay about 

Frankl's imprisonment in Auschwitz and other concentration camps for five years, 

and his struggle during this time to find reasons to live. The second part of the 

book, called "Logotherapy in a Nutshell," describes the psychotherapeutic method 

that Frankl pioneered as a result of his experiences in the concentration camps. 

Freud believed that sexual instincts and urges were the driving force of 

humanity's life; Frankl, by contrast, believes that man's deepest desire is to 

search for meaning and purpose. Frankl's logotherapy, therefore, is much more 

compatible with Western religions than Freudian psychotherapy. This is a 

fascinating, sophisticated, and very human book. At times, Frankl's personal and 

professional discourses merge into a style of tremendous power. "Our generation 

is realistic, for we have come to know man as he really is," Frankl writes. "After 

all, man is that being who invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however, he 

is also that being who entered those gas chambers upright, with the Lord's Prayer 

or the Shema Yisrael on his lips." 



“Reading isn’t boring, if you find something you’re interested in reading.  You 

have to look for a good book” (Aman Habte).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird (1961) 

Harper Lee 

When Atticus Finch defends a black man accused of raping a white woman, he 

and his children Jem and Scout become the center of attacks in their town. 

Despite Atticus' defense of his client Tom Robinson, Tom is found guilty by an all 

white jury. The victim's father threatens Atticus and his children, but a stranger 

intervenes. The children learn more about their father that summer and befriend 

the mysterious recluse Boo Radley. Harper Lee won a Pulitzer prize for this, her 

only novel, in 1961. 

“To Kill a Mockingbird is a book 

for all times and all seasons” 

(Mr. Kamar) 

Johnny Got His Gun (1939) 

Dalton Trumbo (Author) 

Johnny Got His Gun is a candid and emotional 
novel about war. The best-selling novel, 

originally released in 1939, sheds light on the 
horrific nature of war. Joe Bonham, an 
American soldier, is tragically wounded during 

his service in World War I. Horribly disfigured 
and struggling to make sense of his new lot in 
life, Joe reminisces on his life thus far. 

Bouncing back and forth between the past and 
present, Johnny Got His Gun tells the 
heartbreaking and raw story of one man's 

devastating experience serving his country and 
the disastrous consequences he faced as a 
result.  

 

“I really like the message and 

the ending of the book is 

great! The band, Metalica 

wrote a song about the book”  

(Dan Murray) 
 

 

In I ll Walk Alone, Alexandra 

“Zan” Moreland, a gifted, 

beautiful interior designer on the 

threshold of a successful 

Manhattan career, is terrified to 

discover that somebody is not 

only using her credit cards and 

manipulating her financial 

accounts to bankrupt her and 

destroy her reputation, but may 

also be impersonating her in a 

scheme that may involve the 

much more brutal crimes of 

kidnapping and murder. Zan is 

already haunted by the 

disappearance of her own son, 

Matthew, kidnapped in broad 

daylight two years ago in Central 

Park—a tragedy that has left her 
torn between hope and despair.  
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“I love anything written by James Patterson.  I love reading the “I, Alex” Series 

because the stories are well written and full of suspense. I also love Patterson 

because he is a family man” (Debi Rife). 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Pact” was a good book about three guys who worked 

hard to overcome the struggles in their lives.  In the end, 

they all became doctors” (Vida Krampah).  

  

“‘Kendra’ is a book all teenage girls 

can relate to- it deals with a lot of 

issues” (Maria Jackson-McBride). 



 

   

“It‟s hard for me to identify a „favorite book‟ but the book that sticks out the most 

is, “The World According to Garp.” I could read a few pages and laugh to high-

heaven and then read a few more pages and be in tears.  It‟s just a great book!” 

(Mrs. Meeks) 

                

 

 
 

Dope Sick (2009) 

Walter Dean Myers (Author) 

With blood dripping from his arm and sweat soaking his clothes, 17-year-old Jeremy "Lil J" 

Dance seeks temporary refuge in a crack house in Harlem, New York, after a petty drug 
deal becomes violent and ends with an undercover cop shot and Lil J pegged as the trigger 
man. So much for making a little quick cash. In the building, Lil J meets a man named Kelly, 

who is somehow able to watch past scenes from Lil J's life and, stranger yet, scenes of what 
may come. For example, Kelly shows Lil J that if he continues on his current route, he will 
commit suicide as a SWAT team bears down on the very building in which he is hiding. With 

that, Kelly questions Lil J about his wasted existence, what went wrong, and what he would 
change.  

 

The World According to Garp (1978) 

John Irving 

A modern day classic, this popular novel has it all. It tells the tale of bastard son T.S. 

Garp and the many oddball people and unique experiences he encounters. Among 

the unforgettable main characters are Garp's feminist leader mother, his naive wife, a 

transsexual ex-football player, and a group of women with their tongues cut out. 

Through it all, Garp stays at home to raise the kids, encounters pain and loss, and 

marital infidelity, among other things. 

“My favorite book is, “Beloved.”  It’s the first book for which I did 
an in-depth analysis.  Through the process of reading and re-
reading, I was able to develop an appreciation for good literature” 
Mr. Hamlin. 
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    Mrs. Meeks     Ms. Kongolo 

“The Complete Guide to Successful Summer Reading” is a work-in-progress.  We 

hope that it is helpful and that it will assist you in finding a good book to read for 

the summer.  We have listed additional links below.  Have a wonderful, restful and 

literate summer.  We can‟t wait to hear about the books you‟ve read. 

WPHS Librarians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


