
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Parent Orientation on 9/19 at 7 pm 
If you are new to Union Mill and did not attend a spring orientation, please join us on Monday, 9/19, to learn more 
about our school.  We will take you on a tour of the building so you can see where your child spends the day when not 
in the classroom.  Some of our specialists will also be available to answer questions and talk about their programs. 
 
Room Parent and Volunteer Meeting Tuesday, 9/27 
If you are interested in serving as a volunteer this year or you are serving as a room parent, please join us for an 
orientation meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 27, in the cafeteria. Come and learn about the great 
opportunities to support your children this year! 
 
Health Alert!! 
There have been several cases of head lice reported in various classrooms already this year.  Please read the attached 
flyer from the Fairfax County Health Department on ways to treat and prevent lice infestations.  It is important for everyone 
to be vigilant if we are to eradicate this pest at our school.  Please help us keep you informed by reporting infestations and 
treatment to our health room aide so we can inform parents when there are at least two cases reported in a classroom.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Principal Coffee Dates and Topics Set 
Please mark your calendars and join us for this year’s Principal Coffees where we will discuss various topics of interest.  
At the current time, all coffees are scheduled for the cafeteria from 9:00 – 10:00 am.  We would love to move some into 
neighborhood homes.  If you are interested in offering up your home for a coffee, please contact the office so we can talk 
about this in detail.  Here are the dates and tentative topics for the year: 
 
October 11 Advanced Academic Programs – Continuum of Services  
November 15 Primary Literacy  
December 13 Responsibility to the Community and Outdoor Learning  
January 10 Internet Safety 
February 14 The Wonderful World of Assessments (SOLs, DRAs, eCart, WIDA)  
March 13 Class Placement Process  
April 17  Make-up (if needed) 
May 8  PTA Focus – Planning for 2012-13 with a focus on fundraising and developing PTA initiatives 
 
SCA Elections around the Corner 
All SCA applications are due to on Monday, September 19.  See the UMES Calendar at a Glance for specifics on the election 
timeline. 
 
Advanced Academic Programs (AAP) – Continuum of Services 
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) offers a continuum of advanced academic services for all students in grades K-8.  
Learning experiences are designed to develop higher-level thinking through enrichment, acceleration, and extension of 
the Program of Studies.  Teachers, administrators, and advanced academic resource teachers (AARTs) work together to 
provide the following Levels of Service: 
    

• Critical and Creative Thinking Lessons, Grades K-6 (Level I) 
The first level is provided to all students in grades kindergarten through grade six and consists of model lessons that are 
designed to teach critical and creative thinking skills.  The lessons are modeled in all classrooms by advanced 
academic resource teachers and the thinking strategies are then used throughout the year by classroom teachers and 
other teachers who work with students. Student responses to these lessons are used as part of the identification 
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process for levels II-IV.  Parents may also practice these strategies during family conversations and activities.  A 
description of the 9 critical and creative thinking strategies can be found at http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/aap/level1.html.  
 

• Differentiated Lessons in Areas of Academic Strength, Grades K-6 (Level II)  
The advanced academic resource teacher collaborates with classroom teachers to provide additional challenge through 
lessons and resources that extend and enrich the program of studies. Screening for this level of service is ongoing 
throughout the school year.  The Young Scholars Model begins at this level and is designed to find and nurture 
advanced academic potential in students from historically underrepresented populations.   
 

• Part-Time Advanced Academic Program, Grades 3-6 (Level III) 
Students identified by a local school screening committee for part-time advanced academic services (Level III) are 
challenged through models and strategies designed to extend and enrich the POS in the four core subject areas.  
Screening for this level of service is ongoing throughout the school year. 
 

• Full-Time Advanced Academic Placement, Grades 3-8 (Level IV) 
Students found eligible for placement in a full-time Advanced Academic Program (Level IV) through a central selection 
process receive a highly challenging instructional program in the four core subject areas.  Screening for this level of 
service occurs in the fall for students who are new to FCPS and in the spring for all other students. The referral deadline 
is in October for students who are new to FCPS and the first week of February for spring screening.  Additional 
information is available in the Parent Information Packet, published on the AAP website, www.fcps.edu/dis/aap. 
 

• IBMYP: Selected Schools, Grades 6-10 
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program is designed for students ages 11-16. The program helps 
students develop the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, and skills necessary to participate actively and responsibly in 
a changing world. The curriculum is supported by the fundamental concepts of intercultural awareness, holistic 
learning, and communication.  
 

• Honors, Grades 7-8 
Advanced and/or accelerated classes are available for students in grades 7- 8 through an open enrollment process. 
Students receive instruction that is differentiated for advanced learners in the four core subjects in one or more areas of 
academic strength or interest.   

 
SCREENING 
Multiple criteria are reviewed to determine eligibility for all FCPS Advanced Academic Programs.  The local school committee 
determines student eligibility for part-time school-based services. The countywide central selection committee determines 
eligibility for full-time AAP (Level IV) placement. 

 
TESTING 
Each fall all FCPS first grade students are administered the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT).  Students in second through 
seventh grades who do not have an NNAT score may also be administered the NNAT.  Each fall all FCPS second grade 
students are administered the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT).  Students in third through seventh grades who do not have a 
CogAT score may also be administered the CogAT.  A second grade screening pool is established using the test results from 
first and second grade testing. Students in the second grade pool are automatically screened for full-time AAP (Level IV) 
placement.  Parents or guardians may exercise a one-time retest option during the fall testing cycle. 

 
REFERRALS for FULL-TIME ADVANCED ACADEMIC PLACEMENT LEVEL IV (Grades 2–7) 
Parents or guardians of students not in the second grade screening pool may initiate the full-time AAP (Level IV) screening 
process by completing and submitting an AAP Level IV Referral Form to the local school principal no later than February 
3, 2012.  No late referrals will be accepted. Second graders not in the pool and all third through seventh graders are screened 
only by referral.  Forms are available on the AAP website (www.fcps.edu/DIS/aap) and in the Parent Information Packet 
available at the local school.    (Please note:  Parents or guardians of students who are in the 2nd grade pool will be notified by 
the school.  Students who are not in the 2nd grade pool will not receive notification.  The benchmark score used to create the 2nd 
grade pool will be published on the Advanced Academic Programs website mid-January.) 
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 
A parent information meeting will be held at Union Mill on Tuesday, October 11 at 9:00 am.  The advanced academic resource 
teacher will provide information about levels of service and examples at Union Mill as well as explain and answer questions 
about the screening processes for part-time school based and Level IV services.  The meeting is open to all K-6 parents.   
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UMES Calendar At a Glance 

SEPTEMBER 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

18 19 
New Parent 
Orientation 
7:00 pm; 
SCA 
applications 
due 

20 

Historian and 
Reporter 
speeches in 5th 
and 6th grade 
classes 

21 
Secretary 
speeches in 5th 
and 6th grade 
classes 
 
 

22 
Vice President 
speeches in 5th 
and 6th grade 
classes   

23 

President 
speeches and 
primary 
elections  in  
6th grade 
classes 

24 

25 26 
Posters 
approved and 
hung for final 
candidates 

27 

Posters 
approved and 
hung for final 
candidates 

28 
President 
speeches 
taped for 
broadcast on 
Friday 
 
 

29 30 

SCA speeches 
broadcast and 
final elections 

1 


