Choosing a Just Right Book

By Kirsten Braman, Reading Specialist

 “Today we get to get books!” my daughter exclaimed as she bounded into my bedroom. It was the first Saturday of the month and it was time to head to the nearest Barnes & Noble; a monthly tradition that started when my oldest son was two. Once we arrived at Barnes & Noble we had the traditional hot chocolate pit stop and then off to the children’s section. Normally this area is a nightmare for me. With three children at varying levels and interests, it makes the day more a chore then enjoyable. I decided to take the opportunity to practice selecting “Just Right” books with all of them. We used the below Bookmark as a guide. My oldest son, third grade, was able to head off to the fantasy area of the store and select a book not only interesting, but also appropriate for his reading abilities and comprehension. I spent a great deal of time walking through the steps with my second grader and preschooler. Each one requiring a different approach, but in the end, they each self selected a book that was just right for them! I encourage you to use this as a guide the next time you make a trip to the book store or library. Happy selecting!


Choosing a 


JUST RIGHT BOOK


FIND


Look at the:


Cover


Pictures


Print


Space


Number of Pages


READ


Use the 5 Finger Rule:


Read 3 pages


Count the words I don’t know: IF MORE THAN 5, find another book and start again. IF FEWER THAN 5, GO ON TO #3


ASK ???


Do I understand the story?


Is this book interesting?


Is my reading smooth?


CHOOSE


If YES, check out/buy the book and read it


If NO, find another book and start over





NEED HELP? ASK!


	Ask my parents, the 


librarian/media specialist, teacher, or friend











