Making Connections To Science and Art
[image: image1.jpg]


Art by Anita Walsh
Drawing from observation is an important way of understanding the world around us.  Like many artists, scientists also make observations as a way of making sense of their world.   Learning to see clearly and carefully is a crucial part of making educated and aesthetic decisions.

A fun activity you can do with your child at home to exercise this process is to create an observation drawing from a still-life.  Everything used in your still-life can be found right in your kitchen and or backyard.  Have your child collect various kinds of leaves, sticks, pine cones and other materials found in nature.  You can also add vegetables and fruits from a garden or whatever you have in your kitchen.

Materials needed:  paper, pencil, eraser, outdoor objects, fruit/veggies
Next have your child answer these following questions:

OBSERVE- Look at the leaves and vegetables closely and answer these questions.

1. What Shapes do you see in this vegetable or leaf?

2. Which Shape is the largest?

3. How many colors can you see?

4. Count the seeds that you can see? 

5. Describe how your leaf or vegetable feels?

6. What details make this vegetable/leaf unique?

DRAW- Drawing from observation is different from drawing from memory.  You have to look carefully. 

TIPS for Making GREAT OBSERVATION DRAWINGS!

1.  Start large.  Be sure your drawn vegetables reaches at least two edges of the paper.
2.  Use your pencil to make darker and lighter lines and areas.

3.  Work slowly.  If you can, spend more time looking at the vegetable than at your drawing.

4.  Add specific details—like bumps and dimples on the leaves and vegetables, the shape of a shadow, or what the vegetable or leaf is resting on.

5.  Don’t try to be perfect.  Erasers  are fun to use and great drawings tell stories like how an artist changes his/her mind about the size and shape of something.

THINK ABOUT IT-  It’s important to observe your finished drawings too.  Please answer the questions:

1. What do you like most about your drawing?

2. What did you learn from making this drawing?

You can adapt this lesson for K-6.  This project came out of a children’s workshop last month in Arlington by the DC Artist, Anita Walsh.   I hope your enjoy this one!  Sincerely, Cynthia Saunders -Art Teacher Stratford Landing ES
