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October 28, 2009 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Spring Hill  Elementary School community, along with Fairfax County and the Commonwealth of Virginia, is 
seeing an increase in reports of influenza‐like illnesses. According to the Virginia Department of Health, Vir-
ginia has reached the classification of “widespread” for influenza‐like illnesses, and almost all the influenza 
virus circulating in the state at this time is 2009 H1N1 influenza. Spring Hill  Elementary School 
continues to work closely with FCPS and the Fairfax County Health Department as we face the challenges of 
an active flu season. 
 
Influenza‐like illness is widespread in the community, and therefore it is in the schools. Because of this, Fair-
fax County Public Schools is not sending out notification to school communities regarding a single confirmed 
case of influenza or a group of confirmed cases at a particular school. The medical community is testing only 
a small number of influenza cases, so information on confirmed versus unconfirmed cases is not helpful. 
However, the Health Department continues to monitor absenteeism at individual schools and to monitor the 
severity of illness caused by 2009 H1N1. If the virus begins to cause more severe illness than what we are 
currently experiencing, FCPS will work with the Health Department to implement appropriate response meas-
ures. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) encourages school systems to remain open when-
ever possible due to the social and economic impact that school closures have on the community. FCPS con-
tinues to follow this guidance. The symptoms of H1N1 flu are similar to the symptoms of seasonal flu and in-
clude fever plus a cough and/or a sore throat. Persons with influenza‐like illness should stay home for at least 
24 hours after they no longer have a fever, or signs of a fever, without the use of fever‐reducing medicines. 
We encourage everyone in our community to help keep the flu from spreading by washing hands regularly 
and covering coughs and sneezes. Further information is available at the Health Department website:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/ 
 
 
 

Roger Vanderhye  

 
Principal 
Spring Hill  Elementary School 

http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/


 

 

Monday and Tuesday November 2 & 3  
Student Holidays ñTeacher Workdays  

Please come for your Parent Teacher Conference - 
We look forward  to seeing you! 

 

Student/Parent Survey Form  
We must have a signed student/parent survey form 
for each child in our school.  These forms will be 
available for parents to complete during parent-
teacher conferences on November 2nd and 3rd.   If 
you are not participating in a conference, the form 
will be sent home in your child’s Wednesday folder 
on November 4.  It is important that every parent 
complete and  return the form to school by Fri-
day, November 6.   Thank you!   
 

Applying to the  
Advanced Academic Program  

Deadline for students new to Fairfax County  
after January 2009 is this Friday October 30  

Additional information and forms available at 
www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt  For specific questions, please 
email Holly McGuigan, Advanced Academic Resource 
Specialist at hsmcguigan@fcps.edu. Returning students 
in grades 3-6 and second grade students should wait 
until the spring screening cycle.     
 

Thank you PTO for the  
Directory/Handbook  

Many thanks to Becky Corcoran, Diyana Hrzic and 
their committee for all their work on the directory/
handbook received last week.  Mrs. Corcoran 
thanks Diane Robie, Jennifer Jackson, Karen Leyva 
and Rachna Krishnan for their help in sorting and 
distributing the directory to families through the 
classrooms.   

 

Cafeteria Hostess  
We have a position available as a cafeteria hostess 
for 3 hours a day.  Please see Mr. Tritle in the front 
office.  
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Friday, October 30 Fall Festival Parade  
On Friday, October 30 at 2 pm there will be a fall 
festival parade.  Children may wear costumes in 
the parade.   
 
If children choose to wear costumes, teachers in 
grades  K, 1, 3 and 5  ask that they come to 
school dressed in costume. Teachers in grades  2, 
4, and 6 ask that children bring costumes to 
school in a bag and change at school.   
 
We ask that students carry their masks to school 
and wear them in the parade. Please do not wear 
masks on the way to school as they can impede 
vision and cause falls. 
 
The parade, from 2-3 pm, is for grades K-6, so 
please do not wear weapons, fake knives, swords, 
hatchets, gory/bloody costumes or masks.  For 
security reasons, parents/adults in costume  may 
not cover their faces. 
 

No Matching Notes  Friday, October 30  

24 Hour Attendance Line: 703-506-3434   
Please leave an absence or tardy message by 9:00 a.m. 

Or email SpringHillAttendance@fcps.edu 

http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt
mailto:hsmcguigan@fcps.edu
http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/http:/www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/
mailto:SpringHillAttendance@fcps.edu


 

 November PTO Meeting  
Please join us at our next PTO Meeting on Wed., 
November 4th, beginning promptly at 9:00 a.m.  We 
have a guest speaker joining us to present a sound-
field system that amplifies teacher discussion in the 
classroom.  Some of our classrooms have been re-
cently equipped with the soundfield device and we 
are curious to “hear” how this system operates and 
enhances the learning environment for our children.  
Look forward to seeing you there! 

Calendar  
Week of October 26: B Week  
Friday October 30:  
Mrs. Fisher’s Class Play, 9:30 am, small pod 
End of 1st Grading Period 
No Matching Notes  
Fall Festival Parade, 2 pm 

Week of November 2: A Week  
Monday & Tuesday,  November 2 & 3 : No School,  
Teacher Workday and Parent Teacher Conferences 
Tuesday, November 3 : Election Day, cafeteria 
Wednesday November 4 :  

PTO Meeting, 9:00 am, big pod 
2nd Gr. Field Trip to Alden Theater, 9:15-11 am 

Friday November 6:  
SCA Spirit Day: Inside Out Day 
Book Fair Set Up in big pod all day 
Patrol meeting, 8:50-9:20 am, big pod 
2nd Gr. Service Project, 9-10 am, cafeteria 

Week of November 9: B Week:  
Book Fair, big pod, all week 
Monday November 9 : Area Orchestra 12:50-2:30 
pm, cafeteria 
Wednesday, November 11 :  

SCA Meeting, 8:55-9:55 am, Room 200 
1st Gr. Field Trip, Mt. Vernon, 9:15 am-12:30 pm 
Evening Book Fair, 6-8 pm, big pod 

Week of November 16: A Week:  
Monday November 16 : Area Orchestra, 12:50-2:30 
pm, cafeteria 
Tuesday, November 17 : Hearing and Vision 
Screening, gym 
Thursday, November 19: Picture Make Up Day 
Friday, November 20 :  

New Parent Coffee, 8:30-9:15 am, cafeteria 
Parent University, “Girls’ Self Esteem,” 9:15-
10:30 am, cafeteria 

 
 

Thank you, Cafeteria Volunteers!  
From the classes of:  

Week of October 27 : Ms. Hochberg and Mrs. Lynch  
Week of November 3 : Mrs. Kenefick and Ms. Peters 
Week of November 10: Miss O’Gorman and Mrs. Bul-
ford 

 

Book Fair Pre -orders for Book 6 of  
The 39 Clues  series:  In Too Deep . 

Deadline tomorrow October 29 
   

The PTO Fall Book Fair committee is now accepting 
pre-orders for the latest title of The 39 Clues series.  It 
is called In Too Deep and will be released on Novem-
ber 3.  If you would like to place a pre-order, please fill 
out the form on page 10  and return it with a check 
made payable to: Spring Hill PTO to your child's 
teacher by October 29, 2009.  The books will be deliv-
ered to Spring Hill on November 6. Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 

FALL BOOK FAIR  
 

November 9
th
 through 13

th
 

Search for and find your favorite book at Spring Hill’s 
Fall Book Fair this year.  With countless titles, you will 
find some terrific books for your children.  The Fall 
Book Fair is November 9th through the 13th.  Students 
will visit the Fair with their classes with opportunities 
to shop during the week.  Don’t forget to bring the en-
tire family for the Family Night on Wednesday eve-
ning, November 11th, from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Ques-
tions?  Want to volunteer to staff the Fair?  Please 
contact 2009 Book Fair Co-Chairs, Sue Hazen 
(sue@suehazen.com) and/or Kim Saxenian 
(saxes@verizon.net). 
 

 
Thursday November 19  

School Picture Make Up Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donate your extra/leftover Halloween Candy to a local 
charity.  Donations can be made Monday, Nov 2

nd
 – 

Friday, Nov 6th in the bin in the Main Office.  Happy 
Halloween! Questions? Contact michellea-
reed@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:sue@suehazen.com
mailto:saxes@verizon.net
mailto:michelleareed@yahoo.com
mailto:michelleareed@yahoo.com


 

  
PTO News  

 
Fall Fundraiser Update   

Thank you to all families who have already made a 
contribution to the Spring Hill Fall Fundraiser!  If you 
have not yet had a chance to do so, please consider 
making your gift of $50 per child (or more!) today.  
We hope to reach our  goal of $30,000 by the end of 
October.  To donate please visit our Spring Hill PTO 
website at https://www.springhillpto.org/directory/
loginform.cfm and after you sign in, click on the fall 
fundraiser icon on the left.  You may also send 
a check payable to Spring Hill PTO to your child’s 
classroom in an envelope marked “Fall Fundraiser.”  
If you have any questions, please contact Dorsey 
Davidge (Dorsey_davidge@yahoo.com) or Janet 
Monroe (jmonroe1@cox.net). Thank you for your 
participation! 

 
 
 

SALLY FOSTER GIFT WRAP SALE    
The 2009 Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale is  on-line 
only at www.sallyfoster.com .  Please provide our 
school number: 504004 , when prompted.    Feel 
free to contact Michele Bosch with any questions at 
michele.bosch@finnegan.com or 703-893-4815. 

 
PTO Committee of the Week:  

The PTO would like to thank our Directory Commit-
tee, Becky Corcoran, Tara O’Brien Wu and Karen 
Leyva for an outstanding effort in preparing our 
Spring Hill Directory.  A special thank you to Diyana 
Hyrzic for her countless hours on creating and edit-
ing our parent database from which our directory is 
derived!  Our families appreciate all the hours put 
into this directory so we have information right at our 
fingertips!!  Thank you ladies for another out-
standing school directory! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCA  
Student Council Association News  

 
THINK GREEN  

SCA Student Council Association  will collect plastic grocery 
store bags from Sept. 30

th
 through Nov. 30

th
.  Collection 

bags will be located in the front lobby.  Thank you for your sup-
port.  - SCA  
 

 SCA Share Collection  
October 22ðNovember 12  
Please donate canned food  

Details Page 5  
Thank you!  

 
SCA Spirit Day: Inside Out Day  

Friday November 6:  
 
 

Would you like to Purchase a  
Spring Hill Car Magnet?  

 
 
 

 
go to: http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/files/

news_events_files/car_magnet_form.pdf  
 

Liya Ensemble Plays for Capital One  
On Friday, October 23,  Spring Hill Elementary School’s  Liya 
Ensemble performed for the Business Partners in Education’s 
Kick-Off at Capital One.  These orchestra members won com-
petitive auditions for their positions in September. After playing 
works by Telemann, Handel, Beethoven, and Pachelbel at a 
breakfast reception, the strings ensemble  concluded with The 
Star-Spangled Banner plus an encore.  The Liya Ensemble is 
named after a gifted 
violinist who died of 
cancer just after gradu-
ating from Spring Hill in 
1996.  FCPS Superin-
tendent Jack Dale was 
present at the event, as 
well as Liya’s mother.  
She  took a few minutes 
to talk about Liya, 
thanked the group and  
told them how happy 
Liya would be to know 
she was being honored 
by these young musi-
cians. There was enthu-
siastic applause as the 
musicians  left the 
stage.   

https://www.springhillpto.org/directory/loginform.cfm
https://www.springhillpto.org/directory/loginform.cfm
mailto:Dorsey_davidge@yahoo.com
mailto:jmonroe1@cox.net
http://www.sallyfoster.com
mailto:michele.bosch@finnegan.com
http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/files/news_events_files/car_magnet_form.pdf
http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/files/news_events_files/car_magnet_form.pdf


 

 

If You Are Cleaning Out Your  
Game Closet . . .  

 
Our teachers and students are always looking to supple-
ment and replace their “indoor recess” supplies.  New or 
gently used games would be greatly appreciated.  Dona-
tions may be given directly to your teacher, or, if your item 
is more appropriate for a different grade, feel free to drop 
the game in the front office.  Some of the more popular 
requests include: Guess Who? Connect Four, Boggle, 
Blokus, and Trouble.  Check with your teacher for other 
suggestions.  As always, thanks for your generosity! 

 

Spirit Wear Update  
 

Spirit wear orders are arriving this week.  Your items will 
be delivered to the classroom indicated on your order 
form.  Unfortunately, the supplier has just informed us 
that the short sleeve gold tie dye t-shirts are on backorder 
until mid-November.  These t-shirts will be distributed as 
soon as they are available.  Thank you for your patience 
and understanding.  If you have questions, please contact 
Mary Welch at maryswelch@verizon.net.  

 
The Outdoor Classrooms are  

Ready for Winter!  
 

A big and dirt filled thank you to all the 8th graders, girl 
scouts, their siblings and parents for helping to prepare 
our habitats and gardens for winter.  Weeds, invasive 
vines and dead vegetable plants were pulled, garden 
beds turned, leaves raked and overfull flower beds 
thinned and transplanted.  Many hands do make light 
work!  Now begin the days of hibernation.  Bring on the 
cold and dark of winter! - Alison Bauer - Science Re-
source Teacher  
 

Bi Line Submissions  
Please submit to Susan.Chait@fcps.edu   

and include ñBi Lineò in the subject line. 

mailto:Susan.Chait@fcps.edu

