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gchool Picture Make Up Day Tomorrow

Thursday November 19 11 am-1 pm
Order Form Page 10

For students who were absent or not yet
enrolled at Spring Hill School, or would
like to have their picture retaken. For re-
takes, please bring your original picture to
the camera.

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS FOR SALE

Deadline Friday Nov. 20

(to receive the cards in time for the holidays)
If you are planning on purchasing gift cards for the
holidays, please consider purchasing from Panther
Profits. PTO will earn 4-20% of each purchase.
There are NO FEES and the gift cards can be
picked up from school or you can arrange pick-up or
delivery with one of the PTO coordinators. You can
order with your credit card on-line at http://
springhillscrip.oknodesign.com/ or by check using
the order form at the end of this Bi Line. Many fami-
lies also use these cards for their own shopping at
Giant and other retailers.

Spirit ear Available!
We have lots of white, short sleeve t-shirts available
for immediate delivery. (as well as a few sweat-
shirts and pajama bottoms). If you did not get a
chance to pre-order, or you would like a nice holiday
gift- this is your chance. Please contact Mary Welch
at maryswelch@yverizon.net .

Thanks!
SHARE
Food Collection Extended
[ through Friday

‘% Also Collecting Toiletries Pg. 6

L Hybla Valley School Collection—
Gee Page 3
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Page 5: Monarchs on Space
Station

Page 6 : SHARE Toiletry
Drive

Page 7: Panther Profits Flyer
Page 8 & 9: Panther Profits
Order Form

School Activities; Game Dona-
tions; Support Hybla Valley
School

Page 4: Wheels to Africa;
Social Technologies

Page 10: Picture Makeup Day
Order Form

Plan Ahead for Children
Coming Home Early
Wednesday, November 25 -
No Matching Notes This Day
No School Thursday and Friday
November 26 and 27
Children will be dismissed 2 hours early, at 1:20 pm, on
Wednesday, November 25, for the Thanksgiving Holi-
day. Kindergarten will be on a Monday schedule, with
PM Kindergarten staying until 1:20 pm.

No notes requiring matching will be accepted on this
day. This includes playdate notes and also notes for
picking up a student other than the driver’'s own child .
To avoid hazardous traffic congestion, if you are picking
up your child early, please do so before 1 pm that day.
Thank you.

Vacation Homework and
Cold Weather Clothing
Policies
If families elect to leave school earlier than official
school holidays on a vacation, our policy is to not pro-

vide homework for children. We ask that children read
daily and keep a journal.

Parents, we need your help! The weather is getting
cold! Please have your children dress appropriately.
We still have children coming to school with shorts and
t-shirts. We won’t keep them inside as we have no su-
pervision indoors during recess. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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Calendar

Week of November 16: A Week:

Thursday, November 19:

e Picture Make Up Day, 11 am-1 pm, back hall-
way

e Thanksgiving Lunch, cafeteria

Friday, November 20:

o New Parent Coffee, 8:30-9:15 am, cafeteria

o Parent University, “Girls’ Self Esteem,” 9:15-
10:30 am, cafeteria

Week of November 23: B Week:

Monday November 23:

e 2nd Grade Thanksgiving Feast Preparations,
8 am — noon, big pod

e Area Orchestra Rehearsal, cafeteria,12:50-
2:30 pm

Tuesday, November 24: 2nd Grade Thanksgiv-

ing Feast , 8 am — noon, big pod

Wednesday, November 25:

e 2-hour early release at 1:20 pm , Kindergar-
ten on Monday schedule, PM Kindergarten
release at 1:20 pm. SACC open until 6:15 pm

e No matching notes

Thursday, November 26 & 27: No school,
Thanksgiving Holiday

Week of November 30, A Week:

Monday, November 30:

e Area Orchestra Rehearsal, cafeteria,12:50-
2:30 pm

Tuesday, December 1:

5th Gr. Family Life Education Preview, 10 am
and 7 pm, Room 117

Wednesday, December 2: 5th Gr. Field Trip, Mr.
Mosher and Miss Fowler, Naturalist Center,
9:15 am-12:30 pm

Thursday, December 3:

e 5th Gr. Field Trip, Mr. Seagraves and Mr.
Phillips, Naturalist Center, 9:15 am-12:30 pm

e Math Night, 6:30-8:30 pm, big pod

Friday December 4:

e Patrol Meeting, 8:50-9:20 am, big pod

e 5th Gr. Field Trip, Mr. Mosher and Miss
Fowler, Naturalist Center, 9:15 am-12:30 pm

o Kindergarten Field Trip, Tiny Tots Holiday
Concert, James Madison HS, 9:15-11:15 am

e 4th Gr. Service Project, 2-3 pm, cafeteria

o Family Astronomy Night, 7:30-8:30 pm,

Turner Farm, 925 Springvale Road, at the corner

of Springvale and Georgetown Pike.
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Thanhk you, Cafeteria Volunteers!

From the classes of:
Week of November 17: Miss Bliss and Miss Fowler
No Duty Thanksgiving Week
Week of December 1: Mrs. Haynie and Mr. Mosher

Support Spring Hill by
Holiday Shopping with
Gally Foster - its easy!!

%

Our Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale continues and we
want your help! There is something for everyone
at Sally Foster. There are great gifts and gift wrap
items at very reasonable prices. As we approach
the holidays, there are cute kid gift items and
great teacher, coach, and babysitter gifts. Most
items are less than $20.

The most popular item for Sally Foster is without a
doubt their high quality gift wrap. In addition to all
the birthday and specialty wrap, there is a wonder-
ful selection of holiday gift wrap - for all holiday
celebrations - for you to choose from.

Take a look at all the wonderful products at
www.sallyfoster.com. As a reminder, our
school's sale is on-line only this year. There are
no catalogs being sent home, although there are a
few in the office and there are a few on the Sally
Foster table at the Book Fair, if you want to
browse a catalog. Please take a few minutes and
check out the great items on line or in the catalog,
and let your kids help you shop. Our school will
receive 50% of all purchases made on-line. And,
great news - all products ordered this year will be
delivered directly to the recipient shortly after or-
dering. Place orders by December 8, 2009 and
receive available gifts in time for holiday gift-giving
and wrapping.

To support Spring Hill, simply make your pur-
chases on-line and provide our school number:
504004, when prompted. Let your out of town
family and friends enjoy the opportunity to pur-
chase Sally Foster gift wrap (and support our
school at the same time) by sending emails about
our fundraiser through the sallyfoster.com web-
site. You and your child can go to
www.sallyfoster.com to set up a “seller account”,
provide our school number, and by sending five
emails to family and friends, your child is eligible
to play a daily game for a chance to win a variety
of great prizes from Sally Foster.

We hope you will support our fundraiser this year
and help our school earn money to purchase tech-
nology, support fieldtrips, after school activities or
other programs for our children. Feel free to con-
tact Michele Bosch with any questions at mich-
ele.bosch@finnegan.com or 703-893-4815.
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PTO Committee of the Week:
The PTO would like to thank our Book Fair Commit-
tee, Kim Saxenian, Sue Hazen and Nancy Rau for a
fabulous Book Fair this past week. It was a terrific
success and Family Night was great fun for all. Thank
you for all of your efforts in bringing such a wonderful
selection of reading materials and games to our
school. Your commitment and enthusiasm is truly ap-

preciated!
Book Fair Thanks

The PTO Fall Book Fair Committee would like to
thank our Spring Hill students and parents for support-
ing our school! We would also like to thank all of our
wonderful volunteers who filled many roles and many
hours to make this book fair a success including all of
the middle school students for helping us set up on
Friday night and volunteering on Family Night. Our
thanks to Mr. Vanderhye, Mr. Tritle, Mr. Casey and all
our great teachers for making lce Cream Family Night
so much fun! A special thanks to our great librarians
for book talks, and to the front office staff for support-
ing the book fair committee. Thank you to Amy
McFarlin for setting up our laptops and printer, and to
all the teachers in the large pod for maneuvering
around the book fair. Thank you!

Fall Fundraiser {Jpdate

Our sincere thanks for your generous donations.
This was our first "armchair" fundraiser and the re-
sponse was overwhelming. Parents, grandparents,
faculty, administrators and friends of the school have
made donations totaling $28,060! We are very close
to reaching our goal of $30,000. You may still make
an online contribution at https://www.springhillpto.org.
Log in and click on the Fall Fundraiser icon on the left.
You may also send a check to school with your child
in an envelope marked Fall Fundraiser. Checks
should be made payable to Spring Hill PTO. We ap-
preciate donations of any size. All funds raised will
provide many great benefits to our students. If you
have any questions, please contact Dorsey Davidge
(dorsey davidge@yahoo.com) or Janet Monroe
(imonroe1@cox.net).

After School Activities Committee
Needs Volunteers

Our PTO is looking for two volunteers to oversee our
After School Activities Program. This program pro-
vides wonderful opportunities for our children to par-
ticipate in activities directly after school — classes
such as art, math, sports, drama to name a few are
very popular and we would like to see this program
continue next year at Spring Hill. Please contact
Courtenay Hamilton at courtenayhamil-
ton@verizon.net or 703-847-4735 if you are inter-
ested.

Hybla Valley Elementary School
NEEDS OUR HEL P

Spring Hill Elementary, along with a few other local
schools, has been asked to help provide important
items for the families of Hybla Elementary School.
Hybla Elementary School is one of the most under-
privileged schools in Fairfax County. Many of their
families are homeless and do not have enough food
during weekends and holiday breaks. This winter
break poses a very real threat to the welfare of
these families and students.

Spring Hill has agreed to collect the following items
for the families of Hybla Valley Elementary School.
Anything we donate will be part of a "market" of
sorts for families of Hybla Valley Elementary to
come in and choose or "buy" what they need.

WE ARE COLLECTING THE FOLLOWING:

Winter Clothes for Adults & Children:
Winter Coats

Sweaters

Long Sleeved Shirts

Pants/Jeans

Shoes/ Boots

Hats

Scarves
Gloves/Mittens

Food

e Pasta

Rice

Soup

Canned foods

Dried Food

e Box Prepared Meals

e Mac ‘n Cheese
e All Non-perishable food

Collection boxes will be set up in the front lobby
for any donations NOW through December 15",

If You Are Cleahing Qut Your
Game Closet. ..

Our teachers and students are always looking to
supplement and replace their “indoor recess” sup-
plies. New or gently used games would be greatly
appreciated. Donations may be given directly to
your teacher, or, if your item is more appropriate for
a different grade, feel free to drop the game in the
front office. Some of the more popular requests in-
clude: Guess Who? Connect Four, Boggle, Blokus,
and Trouble. Check with your teacher for other sug-
gestions. As always, thanks for your generosity!
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Donate your QOld Bikes

Wheels to Africa Bike Collection
Saturday, December 5™, 2009
10am — 3pm
Langley High School

Do you have any bikes taking up space in your
garage and want to do something charitable this

season? Drop off your old bikes (any size or con-

dition) to the Wheels to Africa Bike Collection
at Langley High School.

Wheels to Africa collects and donates bikes to
people in Africa to improve their quality of life.
Bikes provide a lifeline to obtaining food and wa-
ter, as well as medical attention. A donation of
$10 per bike is requested to assist in covering
shipping costs. A receipt for your tax deducti-
ble donation will be provided.

Questions: Michelle Reed at
michelleareed@yahoo.com

gocial Technologies:
Facebook, MySpace, IM, Blogs

Technology is one of the greatest assets that
we have at our fingertips today and we are
lucky to have the ability to utilize it in many
ways for our betterment. However, we need to
be aware of the inherent dangers and recom-
mendations from websites that allow its users
to socialize with people all over the globe.

Facebook, AOL IM, chat rooms and many simi-
lar websites are a great way for people to stay
in touch. Yet, when used improperly, these cy-
ber space networking sites can be dangerous
places. We need to work together to inform
your children and keep watch to ensure their
safety, whether they are playing at a park down
the street, or surfing the internet in your
kitchen. Here are a few things to remember:

e Please understand the warnings and accep-
tance use policies of websites such as Face-
book, in which its users need to be at least 13
years

e Children should use the computer in the
same room as parents

e Websites can be easily blocked from use

e Internet usage should be monitored by an
adult

e Talk with your children about the appropri-

ate use of computers and the internet

o Communicate with other parents to stay
informed and support each other.

Your children receive information at school
about cyber bullying and the inappropriate use
of cell phones (text messages and picture
texts) and computers. We encourage you to
hold family meetings to make your children
aware of your family’s expectations. Let’s work
together to promote respect for all people and
the appropriate use of technology.—

From Spring Hill's School Counselors
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Spring Hill Cooperates in
International Space Station Research!

And you thought now that the monarch butterflies are
wrapping up their migration in their overwintering colo-
nies in Mexico that we were finished with them for the
season? Not so fast! Spring Hill is cooperating with
the University of Kansas Monarch Watch program by
maintaining a model of the control payload housing
three monarch caterpillars on the International Space
Station. The model container is on display in Spring
Hill's science lab and is providing real life connection
for our students. The guiding questions for this ex-
periment are:

— Can the caterpillars cling to the surface of their
space habitat or might they float?

— Can they find a suitable place to make a chrysalis?
— Will they be able to split their skin when they make
the chrysalis?

— Can they hook into the silk pad that supports the
chrysalis?

— Can they emerge as adult butterflies and correctly
expand their wings?

Read more about the rationale of the experi-
ment:http://www.infozine.com/news/stories/op/
storiesView/sid/38468/

The butterfly payload was designed and built by
BioServe Space Technologies in University of Colo-
rado/Boulder's aerospace engineering department
and will carry two butterfly habitats containing mon-
arch and painted lady butterfly larvae and enough
nectar and other food to support them as they de-
velop. CU-Boulder, with the help of elementary and
middle school students, will compare the growth and
development of butterfly larvae in the weightless envi-
ronment of the International Space Station with butter-
fly larvae being raised simultaneously in participating
classrooms on Earth.

The payloads are currently in the space shuttle Atlan-
tis as it is docked to the International Space Station
(ISS). They should be transferred within the next two
days. You can follow the research on the website:
http://www.monarchwatch.org/space/

Bi Linhe Submissions
Please submit to Susan.Chait@fcps.edu
and include “Bi Line” in the subject line.
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