
 

 

 Matching Notes Program  Begins Oct. 5 
The matching notes/transportation change program be-
gins next Monday, October 5th.  Please note that the pro-
gram will be slightly different this year.  Two (2) copies 
of the bus note are required for early dismissal, kiss 
and ride, SACC changes, and students going home with 
other students (study dates and play dates.)  There is a 
limit of 3 additional children allowed on any bus.   
 
Matching notes are no longer required for PTO- spon-
sored after school activities, scouts, and chess club.  You 
are authorizing permission to stay after school for those 
activities when you register your children. 
 
We have duplicate notes preprinted for $2 available in the 
office. You can also print out a note online and fill it out in 
duplicate at  http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/files/
parents_files/busnotes_form.pdf.  These forms  include 
all the information needed to help  children with transpor-
tation changes.   
 
Thank you for waiting until October 5 to participate in the 
Matching “Bus Notes” program.  This allows children to 
get used to their usual routine at the end of the day, and 
for our transportation department to determine loads on 
each bus.   

 

Spirit Wear Orders End Today 
The order deadline for spirit wear is today.  Please 
see pages 6 & 7 for an order form and color sam-
ples.  Questions?  contact:  
maryswelch@verizon.net 

 

Cafeteria Hostess 
We have a position available as a cafeteria hostess 
for 3 hours a day.  Please see Mr. Tritle in the front 
office.  

 

See Inside this Issue: 
Page 2:   
Math Counts Program; Calendar, 

PTO Volunteer Positions Open; 

Fall Fundraiser Update; PTO Eve-

ning Meeting; Sally Foster Gift 

Wrap;  

 

Page 3:  

Blackboard Accounts;  PTO Direc-

tory Updates Deadline Friday;  

Bi Line Submissions 

 

Support the SCA effort to THINK GREEN 
THINK GREEN during the Harris Teeter Together in 
Education "We Think Green" Contest.  We will collect 
plastic grocery store bags from Sept. 30th through 
Nov. 30th.  Collection bags will be located in the front 
lobby.  Thank you for your support.  - SCA Student 
Council Association  

 
Tomorrow, Thursday, October 1  

School Picture Day   
Picture order envelopes went home last 
week.  If you would like to order pictures, 
please complete the envelope and have your 
child bring it to school on or before picture 
day.  Extra order envelopes are available in 
the office.   

 
 
 
 
 

October PTO  Evening Meeting: 
Please join us to hear the latest PTO News/Events at our 
next PTO Meeting.  We will be meeting on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 6th at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria. Look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 

Page 4: Advanced Academics 

Programs; Testing Update;  

 

Page 5:  Library Volunteers 

Needed;  Book Fair Pre-

Orders; Golden Apple Award; 

Host Family Needed 

 

Page 6 & 7  :   

Spirit Wear Order Forms 

Page 8  

Book Fair Pre-Order flyer 

 

This school newsletter will be issued every Wednesday 

during the school year at our website address http://
www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/,  under “News and 

Events.”  You will receive an e mail link to the newsletter 
if we have your current e mail address. Please update 
your contact information at  http://www.fcps.edu/kit/  
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 Calling All Interested  
5th & 6th Graders –  

Do you enjoy MATH?  
Do you enjoy working and thinking 
about tough math problems?  You 

don’t have to be a math expert, but just enjoy work-
ing with numbers and problem solving.  Come join 
the new Spring Hill MATHCOUNTS Competition 
Program.  There are four levels of competition that 
would allow you, as a sixth grader, to compete with 
other local students from other schools – maybe 
even compete nationally!!  Mr. Haynie and Mrs. 
McGuigan will be coaching the new MATHCOUNTS 
Club before school on Wednesdays and possibly 
some afternoon sessions prior to the competition.  
Are you interested – want to just try it out??  Come 
sign up in Mr. Haynie’s room!!   
 

Calendar 
.  Week of September 28-B Week 

Thursday October 1:  
Room Parent Meeting, 9:30 am, cafeteria 

Fall School Picture Day 
Week of October 5: A Week 
PTO Matching Notes program begins 
Tuesday, October 6: PTO Meeting, 7 pm, big pod 
Wednesday October 7: 6th Gr. Field Trip, 2 classes, 
Team Building, Madeira School, 1040 am-4:50 pm 
Friday October 9: Patrol Meeting, 8:50-9:20 am, big 
pod 
Week of October 12: B Week 
Custodial Appreciation Week 
Monday October 12: Columbus Day Holiday, No 
School 
Wednesday October 14: 6th Grade Field Trip, 3 
classes, Team Building, Madeira School, 10:40 am-
4:50 pm 
Thursday October 15: Family Science Night, large 
pod 
Friday October 16: Parent University, Marguerite 
Kelly, Washington Post Parenting Columnist, 9:30-
10:30, cafeteria 
Week of October 19: A Week 
Monday October 19: Courtyard Clean Up, 2-5 pm 
Friday, October 23:  

Cultural Arts, Jessie & James 
 K, 1st & 2nd: 9:00-9:35 am 
 3rd &4th: 9:45-10:20 am 
 K, 5th & 6th: 2:00-2:45 pm 

Family Astronomy Night, 7:30 pm, location to be 
announced  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall Fundraiser Update 
The Fall Fundraiser is ongoing and we appreciate those 
families that have already contributed.  We encourage all 
families to join us in supporting this important fundraiser 
for our school.  If each family gives at least $50 per child, 
we will reach our goal!  The funds raised will go directly to 
our children to enrich the learning environment at Spring 
Hill.  Donations can be made on line at 
www.springhillpto.org or by check made payable to 
Spring Hill PTO.  Please send checks to school in an en-
velope labeled Fall Fundraiser with your child’s name and 
teacher clearly marked in the memo line.  Questions, 
please email Dorsey Davidge at Dor-
sey_davidge@yahoo.com or Janet Monroe at jmon-
roe1@cox.net.   Thank you! 

Interested in becoming involved with the PTO? 
The Vendor Bonus Committee (Safeway, Giant, Harris 
Teeter) and Spirit Wear Committee would love to work 
with someone this year.  Perfect for doing at home at the 
computer!   Also our After School Activities Committee 
really needs a volunteer to help run this program for this 
Spring and into next year.    There are wonderful pro-
grams already in place.  Please consider getting involved 
and helping to keep ASA running at Spring Hill!  If inter-
ested, contact Courtenay Hamilton, 703-847-4735 or 
courtenayhamilton@verizon.net 

 
 

SALLY FOSTER GIFT WRAP SALE    

The 2009 Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale is officially un-
derway!  This year our sale is on-line only.  There will be no 
order packets distributed this year; all browsing and purchasing 
is easily done on line at www.sallyfoster.com.  Our school will 
receive 50% of all purchases made.  And, great news - all prod-
ucts ordered this year will be delivered directly to the recipient 
shortly after ordering.  Come see a great display of sample 
products, including the wonderful gift wrap, at Back to School 
Night next week.  
 
Just go to WWW.SALLYFOSTER.COM.  To support our 
school, simply make your purchases on-line and provide our 
school number: 504004, when prompted.  Let your out of town 
family and friends enjoy the opportunity to purchase Sally Fos-
ter gift wrap (and support our school at the same time) by send-
ing emails about our fundraiser through the sallyfoster.com 
website.  You and your child can go to sallyfoster.com to set up 
a “seller account”, provide our school number, and by sending 
five emails to family and friends, your child is eligible to play a 
daily game for a chance to win a variety of great prizes.  
 
Tell your child to be on the look out for ways to win prizes by 
selling Sally Foster and being one of the top three sellers each 
two weeks between now and the end of our sale in December.  
Your child’s totals will be tallied each two weeks and winners 
will be announced at school. 
 
We hope you will support our fundraiser this year and help our 
school earn money to purchase technology, support fieldtrips, 
after school activities or other programs for our children.  Feel 
free to contact Michele Bosch with any questions at mich-
ele.bosch@finnegan.com or 703-893-4815. 
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Blackboard Accounts for  
Children and Parents  

Your child’s teacher uses FCPS 24-7 Learning*, an 
Internet-based learning system, to post homework, as-
signments and other communications with your child.  
Each student is given their own FCPS 24-7 Learning 
account. Students will learn how to log in during their 
computer time at school and their passwords have 
been changed to the following password depending on 
their grade level. Students will then log in using their 
student id# and this new password.  
 
Passwords: 
“panther”-Kindergarten 
“panther1”-First Grade 
“panther2”-Second Grade 
“panther3”-Third grade 
“panther4”-Fourth grade 
“panther5”-fifth grade 
“panther6”-sixth grade 
 
 
Parents also have the opportunity to create an FCPS 
24-7 Learning account of their own.  The parent’s ac-
cess into FCPS 24-7 Learning is called Parent View. 
The Parent View account gives parents the opportunity 
to view all of their children’s’ homework and other as-
signments online.  Parent accounts will also give par-
ents access to other important features like We-
Care@schools.  WeCare@schools is the online sys-
tem that allows parents to submit emergency care in-
formation for their children online. Please go to the fol-
lowing link for more information on how to set up this 
account http://www.fcps.edu/SpringHillES/parents/
fcps247_parent_faq.htm 
 

 

Bi Line Submissions 
Please submit to Susan.Chait@fcps.edu  

and include ñBi Lineò in the subject line. 

 

Spring Hill PTO Directory   
Online Instructions 

ATTENTION PARENTS: DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS 
THIS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2  

 
Please register/add your family information on the 
Spring Hill PTO website to be included or to OPT OUT 
of being listed in the directory.  You must update your 
information every year.  By creating your profile on the 
website, you will also be able to register online for after 
school activities, select volunteer activities, join the PTO 
online, etc. 

Go to https://www.springhillpto.org/registration/
findfamily.cfm 

Search for your record by home phone, last name or 
address. 

Click on your family information to edit or if you don’t 
find your name, click on “Register New” to start 
the registration process. 

Edit or enter your home address, home phone and 
parent information. 

If you DO NOT WANT YOUR INFORMATION PUB-
LISHED in the PTO Directory, be sure to mark 
“NO” on the “Include in Directory” box. 

Choose something you will remember for your user 
name and password.  You will be using this 
throughout the year to access the online direc-
tory and registering your children for activities. 

On the next page you will be asked to edit, add or 
delete your children’s information. 

When you are done editing children, click 
“Finished”. 

You can now log in and join the PTO membership, 
select volunteer activities, etc. 

 

If you need help, contact Diyana Hrzic at 703-953-2268 
or email admin@springhillpto.org or Becky Corcoran 
703-848-0666 or email corcoranbt@gmail.com 
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ADVANCED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS (AAP) 

[formerly GT] 
CONTINUUM OF SERVICES 

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) offers a contin-
uum of advanced academic services for all students in 
grades K-8. Learning experiences are designed to 
develop higher-level thinking through enrichment, ac-
celeration, and extension of the Program of Studies. 
Teachers, administrators, and Advanced Academic 
Resource Teachers (AARTs) work together to provide 
the following Levels of Service: 

Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies,  
Grades K-6 (Level I) 

The Advanced Academic Resource Teacher and 
classroom teachers teach nine higher order thinking 
strategies across all subject areas and grade levels. 

Differentiated Lessons in Areas of Academic 
Strength, Grades K-6 (Level II) 

The Advanced Academic Resource Teacher collabo-
rates with classroom teachers to provide additional 
challenges and resources within the general educa-
tion program. 
The Young Scholars Model included in this level is 
designed to find and nurture advanced academic po-
tential in students from historically underrepresented 
populations. 

Part-Time Advanced Academic Program,  
Grades 3-6 (Level III) 

Students identified by a local school screening com-
mittee for advanced academic services (Level III) are 
challenged through models and strategies designed to 
extend and enrich the POS in the four core subject 
areas. 

Full-Time Advanced Academic Placement,  
Grades 3-8 (Level IV) 

Students found eligible for placement in a full-time 
Advanced Academic Program (Level IV) through a 
central selection process receive a highly challenging 
instructional program in the four core subject areas. 

IBMYP: Selected Schools, Grades 6-10 
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Pro-
gram is designed for students ages 11-16. The pro-
gram helps students develop the knowledge, under-
standing, attitudes, and skills necessary to participate 
actively and responsibly in a changing world. 

Honors, Grades 7-8 
Students who demonstrate high achievement in one 
or more areas of academic strength may participate in 
honors courses in any of the four core academic sub-
ject areas. 

SCREENING 
Multiple criteria are reviewed to determine eligibility 
for all FCPS Advanced Academic Programs. Formal 
identification begins with Level III services. The local 
school AAP committee determines student eligibility 
for school-based services. The countywide AAP Cen-
tral Selection Committee 
determines eligibility for full-time AAP (Level IV) 
placement. 

REFERRALS for FULL-TIME ADVANCED ACADEMIC 
PLACEMENT LEVEL IV (Grades 2ï7) 

Parents/guardians of students not in the second grade 
screening pool may initiate the full-time AAP (Level IV) 
screening process by completing and submitting an 
AAP Level IV Referral Form to the local school prin-
cipal no later than February 5, 2010. No late referrals 
will be accepted. Second graders not in the pool and all 
third through seventh graders are screened only by re-
ferral. Forms are available on the AAP website and in 
the Parent Information Packet available at the local 
school. 

 

Advanced Academic  
Parent Information Nights 

The Advanced Academic Central Office is offering Par-
ent Information Nights as follows:  McLean High School 
– October 8

th
; Oakton High School – October 13

th
; An-

nandale High School October 15
th
 ; West Potomac High 

School – October 19
th
.  All meetings are open to the 

public with no registration required. 

 

Testing Updates 
The Cognitive Ability (CogAT) tests will be administered 
to second grade students on October 20, 21, and 22

nd
.  

Students who miss a test will be tested on the day(s) 
following the tests.  Students who are new and enrolled 
in FCPS in grades 3 – 6 may also be administered this 
test.  Sample questions are practiced by students as 
part of the test preparation. Sample tests are not com-
mercially available. The best test preparation is a good 
night's sleep and a healthy breakfast. 
 
Parent/guardians of students enrolled in and attending 
FCPS may request one re-test in grades three through 
seven. This test may be administered during the fall test-
ing cycle outlined above.  If you desire for your child to 
be retested, please email Holly McGuigan at hsmcgui-
gan@fcps.edu by October 2, 2009.   Additional testing 
may be obtained from George Mason University Psy-
chological Clinic (703-993-4200, http://
psyclinic.gmu.edu/). Students must wait at least 6 
months before retaking any group ability test or individ-
ual intelligence test.  Students may take a different ap-
proved group test or individual intelligence test adminis-
tered by a state licensed psychologist within a 6 month 
period.  
 

Applying to the  
Advanced Academic Program 

Students who are new to FCPS after January 2009 may 
complete a Parent Referral for Level IV services.  Due 
date is October 30, 2009.  The FCPS website has addi-
tional information and forms available at www.fcps.edu/
DIS/gt  For specific questions, please email Holly 
McGuigan, Advanced Academic Resource Specialist at 
hsmcguigan@fcps.edu.  Please note the Parent Infor-
mation nights as well.  Existing students in grades 3-6 
and second grade students should wait until the spring 
screening cycle.  Due date for the Parent Referral is 
February 5, 2010. 
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**LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED** 

 

We are in need of morning volunteers in the library 
anytime from 8:25-11:00 a.m. on Mondays-
Thursdays. 
 
The duties include working the check-in/check-out 
desk, shelving books, guiding students, and doing 
small projects. 
 
*Weekly or every other week to suit your schedule. 
(Shifts are typically 2 hours) 
*Personal checkout privileges. 
*Orientation and training provided. 
 
The classes during these times are AM Kindergarten,  
5th grade and 6th grade classes: 
Ms. O'Brien, Mrs. Bulford, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Seagraves,  
Mrs. Papathanassiou, Mr. Haynie, Mrs. Minutoli and 
Mrs. Zuerner. 
 
It is great fun to be in there helping when your  
children are in for their library time. 
 
We would love to hear from any interested par-
ents! Cindy Lund  
cindywlund@aol.com/ 703-448-7567 
Vicki Maloney 
mvmaloney@gmail.com/703-847-5935 
 

Pre-order sale extended for  
Diary of a Wimpy Kid! 

  
If you would like to place a pre-order, please fill out 
the form on page 8  and return it with a check made 
payable to: Spring Hill PTO to your child’s teacher as 
soon as possible.  Our vendor will fill these new pre-
orders as quickly as possible.  Thank you!  

Spring Hill Wins Golden Apple  
Wellness Award 

Our school was awarded the Golden Apple for its 
Wellness Programs.  Here is a photo with Superin-
tendent Jack Dale; Leila Surratt of Spring Hill PTO; 
Principal Vanderhye; PE Teacher Linda Shaheen; 
Amelia Steiner of PTO; School Board Chairperson 

Kathy Smith; and  PE Teacher Micky Minutoli,.   
Photo by Courtenay Hamilton, PTO President.  
 

 
Host Family Needed 

Spring Hill may have a wonderful op-
portunity to welcome a Korean student 
teacher from Korea University.  They 
will eventually be teaching English as a foreign lan-
guage in Korean schools once they have com-
pleted their program.  An intern would be with us 
for 15-16 weeks, early to mid-March through the 
end of the school year for the Spring group. 
 
A host family would have the opportunity to host a 
Korean intern in their home and welcome them as 
part of their family.  The intern would share their 
culture with the host families and are encouraged 
to take part in daily activities and chores.  Host 
families are compensated each month for the 
added expense of having another person in their 
home by the Korea Daily Newspaper.  This fall 
families were compensated $500.00 per month. 
 
If you are interested in further details, please con-
tact Arlene Connolly or Jean-Marie Seidman ( via 
email)  and we will be glad to forward a copy of the 
fall handbook for your perusal.  This could be a 
very exciting experience for an intern, as well as, a 
unique opportunity for a Spring Hill family. 
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