
 

 

This school newsletter will be issued every Wednesday 
during the school year at our website address above,  un-
der “News and Events.”  You will receive an e mail link to 
the newsletter if we have your current e mail address. 
Please update your contact information at  
https://signup.blackboardconnect.com/fcps/Default.aspx 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members of Spring Hill ES:  
Welcome to the 2009-10 school year.  We are extremely 
optimistic about the prospect of a highly successful year for 
your child(ren) at Spring Hill Elementary School.  I would 
like to restate our philosophy in my address to you this year 
that has become an integral part of our yearly school im-
provement plan (SIP).   

Spring Hill Elementary School is dedicated to its educa-
tional partnership with the community it serves. Parents 
and staff members share a common commitment to help 
students develop and grow socially, emotionally, physically, 
and academically. Staff members nurture each child's 
sense of self-worth with high expectations and realistic 
standards of achievement.  Spring Hill has recently been 
awarded the prestigious Virginia Index Performance (VIP) 
Award for Continued Excellence by Governor Timothy 
Kaine.  Spring Hill continues to enjoy automatic accredita-
tion based on our systematically high Standards of Learn-
ing (SOL) scores over the last several years. 

An incredibly important component of Spring Hill’s success 
lies with our parent and community volunteers.  Our com-
munity has pledged thousands of hours supporting the goal 
of our school. Spring Hill Elementary School is dedicated to 
the notion that every child’s journey as a lifelong learner is 
varied and at times must be nurtured individually. School-
community initiatives, FCPS division wide strategic target 
assessments, Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) compe-
tency tests and Federal No Child Left Behind evaluative 
benchmarks are consistently surpassed at the highest lev-
els of competency. A major facet of Spring Hill’s vision is 
that all students will reach their potential academically. 
Some of the techniques used to reach this goal are differ-
entiated instruction, flexible mathematics groupings, guided 
reading approaches, various reading intervention initiatives, 
an emphasis on writing, as well as a complete science 
laboratory. Student technology skills are mastered via an 
integrated approach throughout the various subject areas.  



 

  
PTO News 

Welcome to our new families, and welcome back to 
our returning families!  The PTO is getting in full 
swing with a number of committees that have been 
busy working through the summer preparing for the 
beginning of the year.  Thanks to all of you who 
have prepared over the summer in helping our PTO 
get off to a strong start! 
 
A special THANK YOU to the Hospitality Committee 
for hosting a wonderful breakfast for our teachers 
and staff as they returned to school, and to all the 
volunteers who helped with setup, cleanup, and all 
the delicious baked goods. 
 
Some exciting news is in the works…..The PTO will 
be launching a new website in the next few weeks!   
While our PTO information is currently on the school 
website, we look forward to placing all PTO informa-
tion on its own site designed to simplify and offer a 
more convenient way of accessing the online direc-
tory, membership, registering for activities, and 
keeping updated on events and announcements. 
You can access a portion of this site now to update 
(or register) your directory information.  Please see 
further instructions for this in the BiLine.   A huge 
THANK YOU to Diyana Hrzic and her husband, 
Sinisa Kurtic, as well as Philip Chalk for their crea-
tive talents in getting this site underway for us…stay 
tuned for more to come! 
 
Looking for a way to become involved with the 
PTO?  We are currently looking for a volunteer to co
-chair our Vendor Bonus Committee.    If you are 
interested, please contact Kris Chaze 
(kchaze@ricedelman.com) or myself. 
 
Thanks again to all of our PTO volunteers!  I am 
looking forward to a terrific year of working with eve-
ryone.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or comments.  Courtenay Hamilton, PTO 
President, 703-847-4735; courtenayhamil-
ton@verizon.net. 
 

School Hours  
Grades 1-6 Monday: 8:40am-12:50 pm 

Tuesday-Friday: 8:40 am-3:20 pm 
 

AM Kindergarten Monday: 8:40 am-10:45 pm 
Tuesday-Friday: 8:40 am-12:00 noon 

 
PM Kindergarten Monday: 10:45 am-12:50 pm 

Tuesday-Friday: 12:00 noon -3:20 pm 
 
 
 

Absent? Tardy?  
if your child will be absent or tardy, please call our 24-
hour attendance  line at  

(703) 506-3434  
 

Being picked up early? 
If your child is being picked up early, please send in a 
note to let your child’s teacher know.  Please use our 
school notes for early pick ups as detailed below.     
 

Playdates After School 
PTO volunteers operate a Matching Transportation 
Notes program which will begin Monday, October 5.  If 
your child is going home with another child, both parties 
must bring a note from home.  We cannot dismiss chil-
dren to go somewhere other than their usual route with-
out written permission from a parent or guardian.  A 
preprinted form is available  at http://www.fcps.edu/
SpringHillES/files/parents_files/busnotes_form.pdf .  
Please send in  two copies—one for your child, one for 
the school. You can also  purchase a pad of duplicate 
notes for $2 from the office.  Thank you for waiting 
until October 5 to participate in the Matching “Bus 
Notes” program.  
 
The matching notes program does not operate  the day 
of the Fall Festival Parade (October 30 this year), the 
day before Thanksgiving break (Nov. 25), the day be-
fore Winter break (Dec. 23) nor the day before Spring 
break (March 26).    

 
Bus Schedules  

During the First Weeks of 
School 

Please note that buses may run some-
what early or late during the first weeks 
of school, as we are trying to work out 

our routes and the time it takes to complete them.  We 
thank you in advance for your patience! 

 
Shop at Office Depot and  

Support Spring Hill  
when you shop at Office Depot.  Give them our Back to 
School Program number 70104197, or just tell them you 
are with Spring Hill School.  The school gets 5% back of 
qualifying purchases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Visiting Classrooms 
Please visit classrooms only by pre-arranged invita-
tion of the teacher.  Unexpected visits interrupt quality 
time between children and their teachers.  You must 
sign in at the front office and wear a badge while in 
the building.   
 
Any forgotten lunches, homework, or music instru-
ments must be left in the front office.  By request, the 
office will e-mail the teacher to let them know the item 
is waiting for your child to pick up.   
 
Please remember our teachers’ first priority is atten-
tion to your children and classroom instruction rather 
than checking e-mail.  Encourage your children to 
check the office for forgotten items.  Thank you! 

 
Calendar 

Tuesday September 3: Open House 2-3 pm 
Week of September 7-A Week 
Monday September 7:Labor Day—No School 
Tuesday September 8:First Day of School 
Thursday September 10: Music Electives Presenta-
tion, big pod 
• 6th grade: 8:55 am 
• 5th Grade: 10 am 
Friday September 11: Assemblies,  gym 
•   2:00-2:30 pm: Grades K-3 
•   2:40-3:10 pm: Grades 4-6 
Week of September 14-B Week 
Wednesday September 16: PTO meeting, large pod, 
9:15-10:30 am 
Friday September 18: 5th Gr. Field Trip, International 
Children’s Festival, Wolf Trap Farm, 10am-12:15 pm 
Week of September 21-A Week 
Thursday September 24: 
Room Parent Meeting, 9:30 am, cafeteria 
Week of September 28-B Week 
Thursday October 1: Fall School Picture Day 
 

Flu Season Town Hall Meetings 
The Fairfax County Health Department will host a se-
ries of town hall meetings throughout the month of 
September so residents can find out what to expect 
this flu season. 
 
For more information: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/town-hall-
meetings.htm 

 
 

Please Return Your Grocery 
Bonus Card Forms 

 
This is probably the easiest way for 

you to support your children’s school. Just provide 
the numbers on your grocery bonus card for Giant, 
Safeway and/or Harris Teeter, and those stores will 
contribute a portion of your purchase amounts di-
rectly to Spring Hill. It costs you nothing!  Please 
return your Grocery Bonus Card Forms to your old-
est child’s teacher or they can be turned in directly 
to the office.  You must designate our school for 
your cards EACH YEAR to continue participating. 
Forms are available now at http://www.fcps.edu/
SpringHillES/files/parents_files/PTO_files/
Grocery%20Bonus%20Cards%2007-09.pdf .  A 
copy will also be found in your back to school fold-
ers. Any classes getting 100% participation (all chil-
dren in the class provide at least one bonus card 
number) will win a donut party! 
 

Spring Hill PTO Directory -  
Online Instructions 

 
Please register/add your family information on the Spring Hill 
PTO website to be included or to opt out of being listed in the 
directory. You must update your information every year. By 
creating your profile on the website, you will also be able to 
register online for after school activities, select volunteer ac-
tivities, join the PTO online, etc. 
 
Go to https://www.springhillpto.org/registration/
findfamily.cfm 
1. Search for your record by home phone, last name, or ad-
dress. 
2. Click on your family information to edit or if you don’t 
find your name click on “Register New” to start the registra-
tion process. 
3. Edit or enter your home address, home phone, and parent 
information. 
4. If you do not want your information published in the di-
rectory, be sure to let us know here. 
5. Choose something you will remember for your username 
and password – you will be using this throughout the year for 
accessing the online directory and registering your child for 
activities. 
6. On the next page you will be able to edit, add, or delete 
children information. 
7. When done editing children, click Finished. 
You can now log in and join PTO membership, select volun-
teer activities, etc. 

If you need help, contact Diyana Hrzic at 703-953-2268 or e-
mail admin@springhillpto.org. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Kiss-n-Drop  
 

In order to alleviate frustration and ensure the safety 
of our students, we ask that you take a look at the 
maps on pages 4 and 5.  They detail the proper pro-
cedures for dropping off and picking up children from 
school.    Whether you are a driver new to the proc-
ess, or have been using the Kiss-n-Drop for years, 
we all will benefit from familiarizing ourselves with 
this information and following these guidelines.  
Plenty of staff and parents will be available to 
assist you the first several days. 
 
Parents of children with a last name that begins 
with the letters A – L must drop them off at Kiss 
n’ Ride #1,  which is at the driveway entrance  
closest to the stoplight. 
 
Parents of children with a last name that begins 
with the letters M - Z must drop them off at Kiss 
n’ Ride  #2.  This area is the  school entrance 
farthest from the stoplight.  Watch carefully for 
buses pulling out on the right from the front 
driveway.  Continue PAST door number 5 and 
pull up as far as possible between the  orange 
cones.   
 
Afternoon pick up at Kiss n’ Ride  will be 
through Kiss and Ride #1 ONLY, as we must 
leave Kiss N Ride #2 free for buses to exit. 
 
As a reminder, to keep children out of the path of 
moving buses, no vehicle should enter the main 
driveway, in front of the school, between the 
hours of 8:00-8:50 am, because this area is 
used exclusively for buses.  Please do not let 
your children out of the car on Lewinsville Rd. or 
in the bus lanes.  In addition, parents are never 
to park where there is a yellow curb.   
 
Safety is first and foremost in our minds and we 
will give this  plan a try as long as parents com-
ply with our staff direction, guidelines and proce-
dures of dropping children off safely and in an 
orderly manner. 

Thank you! 
From the Spring Hill Safety Committee 

Keep in Touch (KIT) Subscribers 
 
Please make sure the contact information we have 
for you is accurate so you can be reached in case 
of emergency and to receive school news.   If the 
information is not accurate,   you will not receive 
school  messages and news.   Please note that 
long distance phone numbers are difficult for the 
school to reach.  We appreciate local phone num-
bers if at all possible.    

 
Please mark any changes in red pen  on the Emer-
gency Care Form in your orientation packet, and 
return the form to the office.   
 
This is also the time to add an e-mail address 
so you can receive news updates from  school 
to your e-mail account, including this newslet-
ter.  
 
You can also update your child's emergency care 
contact information via weCare@School  at  

http://www.fcps.edu/kit/ .   
 

Calling All Scientists! 
 

Do you do science in your profession or as a pas-
sionate hobby?  We want you to share what you do 
and what you know. Please consider presenting at 
Spring Hill's 7th annual Family Science Night 
Thursday, October 15th from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. 
Please pass the word to family members, friends 
and neighbors who may also be interested. 
 
We want you to show off science to the students of 
Spring Hill to inspire and maybe even confuse 
them!   If questions come from your presentations, 
students will have topics to research for their own 
science inquiry this year!  That is the nature of sci-
ence, eh? 
 
All interested lovers of science, please contact Al-
ison Bauer at alison.bauer@fcps.edu 
 
Thank you for supporting science at Spring Hill! 

 

Bi Line Submissions 

Please submit to Susan.Chait@fcps.edu  
and include “Bi Line” in the subject line. 


