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The Panther Post 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 Hello to All Carl Sandburg Middle 
School Panthers! 
 In my first two weeks at Carl 
Sandburg Middle School, I have seen so 
many things to be proud of!  Particularly, I 
am very proud of the energy, enthusiasm 
and talent that you demonstrate both in the 
daily responsibilities of being good 
students and in the extra-curricular 
activities in which so many of you are 
involved. 
 What an exciting time we are 
having here!  The drama cast just 
completed its productions of ñCinderella,ò 
and what outstanding performances we 
saw!  Congratulations to all who were a 
part and to all those who attended.  You 
were an excellent audience.  In addition, 
the Dance Club just returned from 
competition with 5 trophies, so major 
congratulations to them as well.   We also, 
this past week, held our second quarter 
honor roll celebration, with nearly 500 
students in 7th and 8th grades being 
recognized for their excellent grades.  We 
really do have very talented and hard-
working students. 
 About our school schedule:  The 
School Board will decide this week what 
schedule we will follow in order to make up 
the snow days.  We will be sure to let you 
know as soon as we have the schedule.  
Some things will definitely have to be 
adjusted in order for us to make up the 
time we missed over the past few weeks. 
 This has been a very unusual 
winter, but there are some things that 
remain the same for us.  Included in those  

 
 

events that continue regardless of our 
snow days are the academic expectations 
for all students.  We are beginning our 
SOL subject testing this week and will 
continue through the various subjects as 
the year moves ahead.  This week the 8th 
grade writing tests are being given, but all 
of us have a part in the success of our 
students.  For those who are testing, we 
ask you to do your best, both for Sandburg 
and for your individual records.  For those 
who are not testing, we ask consideration 
from you by keeping the building a quiet 
testing setting so others may do their best.   
 It is important for all of us to be 
respectful of our educational setting and 
respectful of each other.  We will be talking 
with you again this week concerning 
Students Rights and Responsibilities, just 
to remind you of expectations for every 
student in order to keep an orderly and 
safe environment.  We will also be 
reminding you of the importance of giving 
respect to each other as we take part in 
classroom activities, extra-curricular events 
and our recognition ceremonies.   You 
have so many advantages at this school, 
so letôs be sure that we all can enjoy them. 
 Here is wishing you a very 
successful third quarter.  You deserve the 
best, and the teachers and staff here at 
Sandburg are dedicated to providing that 
to you.  Please do your part, by taking 
advantage of the many wonderful 
opportunities there are for you in living 
your middle school years to the fullest. 
 
See you around the campus, 
Glynn Bates, Principal 
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Enjoy Spring 
Break! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Annual District Band 
Festival 

 

The Sandburg Bands will be hosting 
the annual District Band Festival on 
Friday, March 12 and Saturday, March 
13.  We will play host to 25 bands 
from around the eastern side of 
Fairfax County, plus the city of 
Alexandria.  The event will begin 
immediately after school on Friday 
(3/12) in the auditorium.  Sandburg 
will have five bands participating in the 
event, and they would love to have 
your encouragement!  You are 
welcome to join us in the audience at 
the following times: 
  
Friday, 3/12 
  
7th Grade Cadet Band - 4:50 pm 
7th Grade Concert Band - 7:10 pm 
8th Grade Concert Band - 8:40 pm 
  
Saturday, 3/13 
  
7th Grade Symphonic Band - 10:55 
am 
8th Grade Symphonic Band - 3:45 pm 
  
Thanks for your support! 

 
 

Thank you!  
 

 The PBS (Positive Behavior 

Support) Committee would like 

send out a special thank you to 

our sponsors.  These sponsors 

provide Sandburg with the 

rewards that are given out to 

students during Panther Paw 

Drawings each week.  
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Sandburg Dance Team 
The Sandburg Dance Team 

competed in the first competition of the 

year. The dancers did an amazing job and 

won five 1st place trophies. The team won 

first place in the hip-hop and pom 

categories. The team was led to victory by 

captains: Shannon Burns, Amauri Young, 

Meghan WIlkerson, Jordyn Elliot and 

Tierra Cole. 

  
Also a special congratualtions to: 
-Kiersten Jenne for winning 1st place for 

her solo 
-Haley Narin and Lyndsay Leisher for 

winning 1st place for their duet 
-Tierra Cole, Signe King, Kaila Anderson, 

and Jessika Dickerson for winning 1st place 

for their small group routine 

  
Great Job DancersðMs. Hall and 

Ms. Licklider are very proud of all of you! 

 

 
 

BE CLUB 
 

The "BE" Club had its Annual Black 

History Dinner and Celebration on 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 in the 

Auxiliary Cafeteria. We shared dishes 

from "back in the day" to "modern day 

CHRGDRxq 5GD OQNFQ@m and tributes to 

Black History was during A session and 

the dinner will be during B session.  

AVID After School Program 
 

The AVID club will meet during A 

session on Mondays and Wednesdays in 

Room 128.  The club will focus on team 

building, time management tools, and 

peer tutorials.  All students are welcome 

to join this club! 

 

 
 

8th Grade Book Club 

 This club meets during A and B session 
on Thursdays in room 211.  New students are 
ALWAYS welcome! 

 

BOX TOPS 
 Sandburg Middle School is 
collecting box tops.  You can bring 
them in any time and turn them in 
at the cafeteria or the front office. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOL Test-Taking Tips 
 

 

1.    Follow test directions 
carefully 

2.    Read all of the 
answers before you 
choose one 

3.    Answer the easy 
questions first 

4.    If you donõt know an 
answer, make the best 
guess you can 

5.    Be careful with 
questions that have the 
words always, never, 
not, and only 

6.   Check your answers 
when you are done 

7.    Donõt change any 
answers unless youõre 
sure theyõre wrong 

8.    Stay relaxed ð take 
some deep breaths if 
you feel nervous  

 
 
 

 

SCA News 
  The SCA would like to extend a 
hearty thank you to the Sandburg 
Community.  Thanks to your efforts we 
were able to donate $315.00 to the 
American Red Cross for the Haiti Relief 
and development fund. 

  The SCA would like to 
introduce Penny Wars.  Each team 
will compete against each other in 
a fundraising war.   

 Here are the rules:  
Each team will be assigned a 
collection box.  Boxes are 
located in the cafeteria and 
will be available during 
lunches. For every penny 
ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÂÏØ ÔÈÅÙ 
will receive one point.  In the 
competition other team 
members may add other 
ÃÏÉÎÓ ÔÏ Á ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÂÏØȢ   Every 
nickel, dime, quarter, added 
to a team will lose points 
according to the value of the 
coin. A dollar in the jar and 
the class lost 100 points. 

Penny Wars will begin on 
Monday, March 1st and continue 
through Friday March 19th. 

The team that wins will receive an 
ice cream sundae social.  This fundraiser 
will benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. 

 
 
 



oo EXPRESS YOURSELF! 
 

The schoolôs Literary Arts 

magazine is collecting submissions of 

studentôs creative writings, poetry, 

rhymes, ñartisticò photography, and 

black/white drawings. 

If you like to do creative writings 

or artwork, submit one of your favorite 

pieces to Mrs. Sorenson in room 123 for 

the EXPRESS YOURSELF! Magazine.  

All submissions will be returned to the 

student.   

This submission form for the 

Literary Arts Magazine must be turned 

in to Mrs. Sorenson with your writings 

or artwork. 

 
 

EXPRESS YOURSELF! 

 

Name________________________________ 

 

Grade and Team #___________________ 

 

Title of Writing S ubmission 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

 

Title of Artwork S ubmission 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

 

Advisory Teacher______________________ 

 

ñI pledge that this submission for the 

Literary Arts Magazine EXPRESS 

YOURSELF!  is my own original work.ò 

 

Student Signature 

 

Sandburg Family Fun 

Night  

 

The Sandburg  PTA is 

sponsoring Family Fun Night 

on March 18, 2010.  This night 

will feature  the exciting 

student -faculty basketball 

game. We hope you will come! 

In addition to the activities 

and the good food being 

served, there will also be a 

class basket raffle for adult 

purchase. Hope to see you 

there!  

 

 

Mamaõs Kitchen 
The PTA solicits support from local 

restaurants by partnering with them to 
encourage patronage on specific nights, with a 

cost share of the receipts going to the PTA. The 
latest restaurant to join the Carl Sandburg PTA 
in its fundraising efforts is Mammaõs Kitchen: 

Take a night off from cooking while supporting 

the Sandburg PTA. Mammaõs Kitchen will donate 
10% of sales to the PTA on Tuesday, March 9. 

Mamaõs Kitchen is located at 7601 Fordson Rd. 
Alexandria, VA 22306, phone: 571-312-6690 
(parking in rear). Dine in or carry out. Thanks for 

supporting our kids! 

 



 

 

 
Ms. VanOrden Recommendsé 

 

Buried Onions 
By Gary Soto 

 
Eddie is 19 years old and living in Fresno, 

California.  He has dropped out of community 
college and is working odd jobs to pay his rent 
for a crummy apartment and buy enough cheap 
groceries to survive.  Eddie wants a more 
successful future and wants to stay out of 
trouble.  Therefore, he finds work outside of his 
neighborhood and refuses to run with gangs.  
)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÁÓÙȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ ɀ especially since his 
cousin is the most recent person he knows who 
has been killed (and he has known a LOT of 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ËÉÌÌÅÄɊȟ ÁÎÄ %ÄÄÉÅȭÓ ÁÕÎÔ 
wants him to avenge the murder. 
&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȡ  Ȱ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÆÁÒȣ×ÈÅÎ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ 
ÍÙ ÎÁÍÅȟ Ȱ%ÄÄÉÅȦȱ  ) ÇÌÁÎÃÅd over my shoulder, 
slowing but not stopping, because if you 
stopped and it was your enemy, your life could 
ÓÐÉÌÌ ÌÉËÅ ÓÏÄÁ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÁÃË ÁÓÐÈÁÌÔȣÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌȣ/ÎÃÅ Á ÄÕÄÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÏÕÔ 
in a 7-%ÌÅÖÅÎ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔȣÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ 
ÍÅÒÃÙȣȱ 

Try this ÂÏÏËȦ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ 
what happens to Eddie. 

 

 
 

 

What’s Happening at CSMS? 
 

March 
 
1 Parent Visit Day 
 
2 Read Across America Day 
 
2-3 Writing SOL Test 
 
4-5 Make-up days for Writing SOL Test 
 
8 Math Department Parent Workshop 
 
9 PTA Meeting 
 Mamaôs Kitchen Fundraiser 
 
10 Special Services Coffee  

9:30 am ï 10:30 am 
 

12-13 District 10 Band Festival 
 
18 Family Fun Night ï Student/Faculty 
 Basketball Game 
 
22 Spring Pictures 
 
29 ï 4/2 SPRING BREAK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


