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Rocky Run Middle School
2009/2010 Course Catalog

Dear Parents and Students:

The RockyRun Middle School catalog is your source of information and course selection
for the 2009/2010 school year. Beginning in January, with the printing of the catalog, and
through the summer break, the RRMS administration and the counseling staff work with
families, and teachers preparing for the next school year. Below are a few guidelines for
using this catalog and planning for the academic year 2009/2010.

e The interdisciplinary team structure will continue for the 2009/2010 for both
the seventh and thegeht h gr ades. Student sdé schedu
seven periods meeting every day. Four of the periods will be the core
academic subjects of English, mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.
Students will be placed on teams where they share tlee acaidemic teachers
as much as possible. These team teachers will also instruct a period each day
before or after lunch, called Activity. This twenty minute, fggpaded activity
period is the opportunity for students to complete makevork, work on
errichment and remedial skills, and to complete homework assignments. The
team teachers use the flexibility of the activity period to move their students
from one team activity to another, in order to match the instructor with the
needs of the students.

e All students will have a period of physical education every day. Within the
physical education curriculum, there is a thvesek health education unit each
guarter. Each quarter, the instructors in the physical education department
develop the schedulerftiealth education instruction and completion of the
physical education units.

Some changes that appear in this yeards cat a

e Algebra I will be offered to Bgrade students in addition to the continuance of
the Algebra | Honors offering. Cuant seventh grade teachers will be using
theeCartecommon assessments and the successful completion-afgebra
skills in order to help parents choose the suitable mathematics placement for
eighth grade. Successful completion of the Algebra | couilsearn one high
school credit.

e The Algebra | Honors course will be also be offered to seventh grade students
who meet the specific countywide requirements.

e More information concerning the Algebra | Honors and Algebra | courses are
included in thiscatalog.
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e At the time of printing of this catalog, Fairfax County is in the process of
determining the school budget for the 2009/2010 school year. Anticipating the
budget reductions and allocations, there will be possible impact on staffing and
school pograms. It is possible that some of the electives may not be able to be
offered, therefore, when choosing electives, every student must make six
choices. A copy of the course selection sheet, with instructions is included in
this catalog. Each studewill receive a separate sheet that will be submitted
in March.

e The Literary Arts/Journalism yedong, elective course will be available only
to 8" grade students for the 2009/2010 school year. Eighth grade students
interested in the yedong electivewill submit an application at the end of
grade seven and be screened by the instructor.

e As the academic records for both risifgrade students and rising' grade
students are reviewed throughout the spring of 2009, students may be placed in
elecives that support the core academic classes. These electives will be
available based both on need and staffing. Review of course grades, common
assessments, th&RI reading assessmengCarte assessments, and the
Standards of Learning Tests are all useglace students in these classes. As
the master schedule and individual student assessments are completed, parents
will be notified of the schedule adjustments.

A schedule of orientation programs for parents and students has been developed and
timely notification will be published so that parents and students will be able to discuss
the Rocky Run Middle School structure and curricular offerings. This pertains both to the
seven RRMS elementary feeder schools and our current seventh grades stualemist E

our school counselors will be assigned to an elementary feeder school to work with the
parents and students in transitioning to Rocky Run Middle School. The counselors will be
also working with their current seventh grade team students throudjieosjpring.

At Rocky Run Middle School, our counseling staff, administration, and faculty look
forward to working with the families in our community, preparing for the 2009/2010
school year.

Sincerely,
Jacquelin Ann McKeown

Director of Student Services
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ROCKY RUN MIDDLE SCHOOL
2009/2010

Excellence in all endeavors through

TEAMWORK, Assessment, and relationships
Principal s Message

Located in Chantilly, Virginia, Rocky Run first opened its doors in 1980. In keeping with

the middle school philosophfRocky Run is organized around six instructional teams of
approximately 45 students. The team approach creates a smaller learning environment
that allows our staff a better opportunity to really get to know your child. Each team
provides a quality instruitnal program designed to appropriately challenge gifted center,
honors, general education, and special needs learners. At Rocky Run, parents and staff
work together to give students the time, support, and encouragement they need to achieve.

Rocky Run gais a strong foundation from a studeentered vision driven by high
expectations and clear, challenging standards that are widely understood by our students
and families. Our staff strives to conduct, consider, and apply current research in
designinganinstructional program that leatb cortinuousimprovement instudent
achievement. We believe that the best learning environment connects the entire school
community with each other and the world through informatioh, interactive

technology.

R o ¢ k y s sRang academic program is complimented by enrichingucacular

offerings and activities. The middle school years provide students with their first real
opportunity to engage in elective exploratory study and participate in the performing arts.
Our avard winning music program provides instrumental and choral instruction for over
fifty percent of our student population. Rocky Run offers introductory and high school

level courses in French and Spanish. In addition, students may choose exploratory classes
in computers, industrial technology, family studies, art, and drama. Research demonstrates
that students who are active in the life of their school achieve at higher levels across the
curriculum. Rocky Run provides an expansive a$ghiool progranfive days per week

with a range of offerings including the Model United Nations, Odyssey of the Mind, and
eCybermission (Science).

The Rocky Run Middle School community is committed to helping each child achieve

their full academic potential and to developimgpae x pect at i on of HfAexcel l e
endeavors. 0 The middle years are an exciting
you to accomplish these goals.

Sincerely,

Dan Parris
Principal
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Vision and Mission Statements

FAIRFAX COUNTY PuUBLIC SCHOOLS & VISION STATEMENT

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE® FCPS prepareall studentdor the world of thefuture, by
giving them a broad spectrum afpportunities to prepardor education and
employment beyond high school All graduates areproductive and responsible
membes of society, capable aompetingin the global economyand motivatedto
pursuelearningthroughout their lifetimes.

COMMITMENT TO OPPORTUNITY 8 FCPSvalues its diversityand acknowledges thali
people contributéo the welbeing of the community. FCP&ovidesopportunities
for all its students and employee® grow educationally, personally, and
professionally.

COMMUNITY  SuPPORTS Fairfax County embraces its schools. Businesses and
community members generousiglunteertheir time and resource® helpstudents.
Schools are integrated into the fabric of the community, resdlents take prida
their schools. Thesuccessof FCPS draws businesses to Fairfax Couizens
supportthe financial and capital needs of the school system.

ACHIEVEMENT & Fairfax County studentsachieve at high levels across a broad
spectrum of pursuits. FCPS valuewall-rounded educatiothat goeseyond basigs

and encompasses the arts, literacy, technology, and preparation for the world of work.
FCPS provide a breadth and tlepfopportunitieso allow all students to stretch their
capabilities.

ACCOUNTABILITY 8 FCPS is accountablefor the academic achievement @il
students FCPS measures academic progress to ensure that all students, regardless of
race, poverty, languageys alisability, will graduate with thé&nowledge and skills
necessary for college and/or employment. FCPS spends money wisely. FCPS directs
funds to the classroom, and finds waysprove performancacross the spectrum of
academigrogramsand businesprocesses.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS & M ISSION STATEMENT

Fairfax County Public Schools, a woiithss school system, inspires, enables, and
empowers students to meet high academic standards, lead ethical lives, and
demonstrate responsible citizemsh
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ROCKY RUN MIDDLE SCHOOL 8 VISION STATEMENT

1. Shared Purpose and Collaborative Leadership

Educators at Rocky Run Middle School believe that every child is important and entitled
to the opportunity to realize his or her fullest potentiall decisions made in our school

are guided by a shared visi@mnd mission. Rocky Run accords meaningful roles and
clearly identifies the responsibilities needed to guide the deaisading process
involving students, parents, staff members, and the broader comgrtwpitomote student
learning and create an atmosphere of participation and ownership. Our school develops
and implements a strategic improvement plan that empower educators to support all
students in meeting high academic standards, leading ethical dindsgemonstrating
responsible citizenship. Courageous and collaborative leadership is of paramount value in
preparing students to meet the demands of tAe@itury.

2. Dedicated and Knowledgeable Staff

Educators at Rocky Rwalue working with their cheen age group and are well prepared

to meet the developmental needs of the adolescent learner.umtiegstand the unique
nature of the children they serve, the curriculum they teach, and they embrace continuous
professional development as they pursuerthareers. Our teachers use resehased
strategies to foster the knowledge, skills, aptitude, and attitude necessary for every student
to achieve.

3. Rigorous and Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum

Rocky Run provides a curriculum that is relevamnd achallenging.The scope and
sequence of the curriculum are enriched, extended, and differentiated to meet the
individual learning needs of all students. Course offerings stimulate intellectual curiosity,
develop critical thinking skills, and engage stodeinterest through realorld
applications. Our school embraces a common set of essential learning needed for students
to realize full, productive, and satisfying lives.

4. Effective Application of ResearchBased Instructional Methods

At Rocky Run MiddleSchool, students engage in active learning directly aligned with

rigorous state and district standards. Instructional practices are based on proven research

and objective results. Student sd6 needs ar e
methods thapersonalize the learning experience and respond to the diverse characteristics
inherent in children at each lev&8chool personnel use a range of performance indicators

to monitor individual student progress and systematically adjust the time and support
necessary to ensure academic success. Rocky Run incorporatesiity learning tools

including current digital and communication technology as an integral part of curriculum,
instruction, and assessment to accommodate different learning styles andaobiprs

individualize and enhance the learning process. The ultimate goal of the instructional
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program is to help students develop the comyitexking, decisiormaking, and problem
solving skills that they need to be competitive in the global workplace

5. Assessment Practices That Promote Quality Learning

Rocky Run Middle Scho@mploys a range of methods to measure student learning, guide
instructional deci sion maki ng, and inform
progress. Teachers, in collabboa with their academic departments, develop consistent
grading practices in support of their instructional programs. As an essential part of the
professional learning community, curriculum teams work to develop and administer
common assessments alignedth the established standards for their subject areas.
Teacher teams analyze formative assessment results to pace instruction, refine lesson
plans, and systematically address the individual learning needs of students. Authentic
summative assessments areed to evaluate programs and determine mastery of the
essential knowledge and skills. Assessment is viewed as an integral part of all phases of
school operations and is valued as a process for achieving increasingly better results for
students.

6. Invitin g, Supportive, and Safe Learning Environment

Educators at Rocky Run provide a vibrant, safe, and enriching environment for all
community stakeholders. Theyltivate the democratic ideals of honesty, citizenship, and
respect for the value of human divéysiOur schoolestablishes clear standards and
practices relevant to these expectations, which create a framework for empowering
students to achieve emotional, physical, and academic suc@éss.contributions and
accomplishments of all members of the@mzlhcommunity are recognized and celebrated.
Rocky Run provides an adult advocate for every student to personalize the learning
process and ensure that all students have frequent and meaningful opportunities to plan
and assess their academic and sociagqgss. Our schoa@onveys a sense of caring so

that students understand that all members of the community share a stake in their learning.
Rocky Runfostersthese practices to build enthusiasm for the learning process and
develop healthy, positive, andagaluctive citizens.

7. Infrastructure and Culture That Advance Student Achievement

Rocky Run Middle School creates a strategic master schedule that embraces the concepts
of teaming, departmental collaboration, and flexible scheduling to personalize thiedear
experience for students and promote academic success. As a professional learning
community, Rocky Run develops systematic approaches to ensure that all students receive
the instructional time and support they need to achieve. The work of teams and
departments is guided by establishamllaborative practiceshat promote efficient group
operations and maintain a focus on matters directly affecting student learning. Our faculty
builds professional relationships with colleagues from kindergarten &gedib guarantee

that student learning draws upon the prior knowledge gained at each level and students
make smooth transitions between grades and schools. Teacher teams, combined with
ample common planning time, are viewed as essential componentsrinfpsontinuous

school improvement.
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8. Meaningful Community Partnerships

Educators at Rocky Run initiate meaningful partnerships ghatnote student learning

and involve the broader school community in the education process. Emphasis is placed
on providng opportunities for families to become active in the life of their school. Our
school builds partnerships with institutions of higher education to provide teachers and
administrators at all levels with ideas and opportunities to enhance instructiormahestc

Rocky Run develops mutually beneficial relationships with public agencies and private
businesses to support and supplement educational programs and policies. The professional
learning community framework provides the basis for focusing the comminaamt
contributions of all school stakeholders on advancing student achievement.

9. Active Participation and Inclusive Programs

Rocky Run provides opportunities both during the regular school day and after school that
promote active participation in emuricular programs. All students are guaranteed open
and equal access to these programs. The selggoyears offer extensive opportunities to
provide service to the community, enjoy a range of extracurricular activities, engage in
exploratory study, and pagipate in the performing arts. Research demonstrates that
students who take part in these activities achieve at higher levels across the curriculum,
demonstrate better attendance patterns, and are more likely to aspire to education beyond
high school. Rcky Run promotes participation in service programs and activities integral

to a weltrounded education that enable students to lead a fulfilling and culturally rich life.

RocKY RUN MIDDLE SCHOOL & M ISSION STATEMENT

The Rocky Run Middle School commitynis committed to preparing
every student for the world of the future. All students receive the support
and encouragement they need to meet high academic standards, lead
ethical lives, and demonstrate responsible citizenship. Therefore, the
students, pants, and staff will work together to establish the conditions
needed to bring each child to full potential and to develop an expectation
ofiexcell ence in all endeavors. o
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RRMS SCHOOL ORGANIZATION AND _STRUCTURE

The instructional program at Rocky Run ddle School strives to provide a bridge
between the elementary and high school settings. Our primary focus is on meeting the
academic needs of all students, while encouraging them to develop independence and
responsibility.

The following components areiewed as essential to providing a supportive and
academically rigorous learning environment.

Each grade level is organized into smaller units known as interdisciplinary teams.
Interdisciplinary teams are composed of approximét8f150students that sha

the same math, science, English, and social studies teachers. Their classrooms are
assigned in close proximity to facilitate the teaming concept. Interdisciplinary
teaming allows each student to be part of an academic family that works together
and reognizes the unique learning needs of its members.

Each interdisciplinary team has a common planning period that allows the teachers
to coordinate instruction, collaborate on student assistance, and meet with parents.
The counselor assigned to the teankesaup the fith member of the team, and
meets with the teachers on a regular basis.

In addition to interdisciplinary planning, teachers meet at least once a week as a
subjectspecific team known as a PLC or Professional Learning Community. PLC
teams disgss instructional strategies pertaining to their discipline and work
collaboratively to maximize their combined expertise in the academic field.

Special Education and/or English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
teachers are also assignhed to eaclntet® provide services to students with
specific needs.

All students are assigned to a counselor who assists them in their emotional, social,
physical, and academic development. Counselors work with students to help them
understand their choices, and hae make the best of their abilities and
independence. At the same time, counselors work with the team teachers and
parents to discuss student achievement or any issue related to the school
experience.  Workingwith school support teamor instructional spcialists,
counselors establish a network of support that ensures that each student receives
the best assistance available.

Rocky Run Middle School embraces a collaborative approach to decision making.
The Leadership Council, made up of representatix@® the faculty and staff,
works in tandem with the PTA to provide significant input and guidance regarding
all aspects of school operations.
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e As part of the middle school philosophy, RRMS offers an extensive sdterol
activity program allowing RRMS stlents a chance to explore many interests. A
wide range of clubs and activities are offered five days a week, with transportation
being provided for most activities. On late bus days, students can receive
individualized academic assistance, or participatea diverse selection of
supervised clubs including: College Partnership, Student Government, Homework
Club, All Sports Club, YearbookSpeling Bee RRMS Mentoring Program,
Science Olympiad, Model UN, Math Counts, Theatre Sports, Art Club, and Chess
Club. The Afterschool Program Specialist coordinates the meetings and club
offerings, which are initiated by student interest.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AT ROCKY RUN M IDDLE_SCHOOL

Center Based Gifted and Talented Services

Rocky Run has offered CentBased gifed and talented services since its opening in
1980. Our full time center program offers eligible students a challenging academic
program designed to meet the needs of highly gifted studeatsculum differentiation

in the depth, breadth, and paceotinsucti on i s matched to studen
area. While these students work with academic peers in core subject areas, they are
provided with opportunities to interact with the entire student body in activities such as
student government, physiceducation, and a variety of electivddany centetbased
students participate in the Model United NatioSgience Olympiadand Reflections
programs.Many also take part in the traditionally strongef artsand performing arts
prograns at Rocky Run. Bch year, the Rocky Run stafbrks closely with the fiomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technologgarding orientation, admission
procedires, and vertical articulation.

Honors Curriculum

Rocky Run Middle School offers Honors classes in blaghseventh and eighth grade core
curriculum classedn the seventh gradedke include: English 7 Honorglath 7 Honors,

United States History Honors, and Investigations in Environmental Science (Science 7)
Honors.In the eighth grade, the honors clasaes Civics 8 Honors, English 8 Honors,

and Investigating Matter and Energy (Science 8) Horldrs.goal of the Honors program

is to provide a curriculum that meets the needs of a diverse group edlhigi learners

in a specific academic areRlacemenin each honors class is based on a combination of
several criteria including standardized test scores, academic grades, and instructor
recommendations with documented performance observations.

The Honors curriculum for each core subject is based oRGRS Program of Studies.
The Honors curriculums characterized by differentiation and acceleration within the
subject area, and provides appropriate challenges and extensions.

The Honors Math 7 course is a rigorous course of study that offers instructioath
through a thematic approach, rather than a traditional, sequential app@muomon
assessments and the Compacted Math canseaised at the elementary level to assist
parents and instructors with the appropriate placement of students in th& Maitors
curriculum.
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Instructional Support

Students at Rocky Run have access to six computer labs and five wireless labs, offering
support to their learning in a variety of configurations. Additional computers may be
found in the library and individualassrooms.All technologies are supported by the Site
Support Team consisting of a Sch@#sed Technology Specialist and a Technology
Support Specialist. There are five dedicated labs that are used by teachers for instruction;
and teachers also have thyportunity to use one of five mobile carts to bring technology

to the classroom. The use of technology at Rocky Run is designed to reinforce and extend
existing classroom curriculum. Students integrate multimedia projects, spreadsheets, data
analysis, angroblem solving into the curriculum. In addition, all RRMS students and
teachers utilize FCPS 24/7 on a regular basis creating a link between school and home.

The media center is the central resource area at Rocky Run and is staffed with a librarian
and a clerical assistant who manage the collection of books, as well as online and
audiovisual resources. The online resources consist of the school library catalog as well
as a number of electronic databases to which the school and county subscribet Interne
access is available through the many computers that are maintained in the library. These
are to assist students in locating materials and information for whatever project or research
they may be doing. Classroom teachers regularly schedule theirsciasdee media
center to meet curriculum needs and to checkout reading materials. Students may visit
during the school day with a pass from their teacher. The Homework Club meets daily in
the media center after school. This club affords students anrtapipp to complete
assignments, research or to check out reading materials.

Teachers provide after school support for students who may need additional assistance in
their classes.ate busesare availableseveral days week for students who wish to meet

with teachers for assistance or to participate in ciansored by the Rocky Run After
School Program.

Special Education Services

The special education program offers a continuum of services, which include resource
support, teartaught academic classend selfcontained academic classes. In addition to

an Individual Education Plan (IEP) written for each studant a lower teachguupil

ratio, the learning disabilities and/or emotional disabilities specialists work with the
students from one to fivperiods a day in the areas of English, science, mathematics,
social stdlies, readingbasic skills and SOL preparation

Students placed in tearaught classes receive -site special education support as they
prepare to move into a full mainstream eamiment.Teamtaught classes have a general
and special education teacherhe general education classroom.

Students in sel€ontained academic classes work with adapted grade level curriculum and
instruction, as appropriaté&Students are expected to rhggomotion benchmarks and
participate in Virginia Standards of Learning te3tsachers use a variety of

individualized instructional strategies to remediate academic gaps and promote student
successMany special education studsmteceive additional gport services to address
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the specific needs identified in their IERnerant teachers come to Rocky Run to assist
students requiring occupational therapy, adapted physical education, vision/hearing
services, autism programs and physical ther&tydens needing speech and language
services are seen individually, or through their regular class schedule by our staff
clinician. In addition, Rocky Run Middle School has the use of a-fiae psychologist

and social worker.

English for Speakers of Other Larguages

The middle school ESOL program comprises a range of courses to meet the cultural,
linguistic, and academic needs of middle schoeNels L - 4 students.The language
objectives of the program are based on the 7th and 8th grade English Language Arts
standards, benchmarks, and indicatdrse primary goal of all middle school ESOL
courses is language acquisitid®ourses that are based on science and social studies use
that content as the vehicle for language learning.

The intent of the ESOL curricuin is to help students develop social and academic
language proficiency, and to provide students with foundational academic learning that
will support their achievement of the Virginia SOL.

The following table is a descriptionbfh e st at e English Pybficrericy Lievela: 6 s

A ELPi LevellL
ESOL students who have little mterrupted formal schooling

e ELPIT Levell
Beginning ESOL studentsho have little or limitedproficiency in English

e ELPIT Level2
Intermediate ESOL students

e ELP Levels3 &4
Advanced ESOL students

e ELP Monitor
Students who have exited the ESOL program withirptieeious two calendar years
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Focused Remediation Classes and Tutorials

Rocky Run Middle School is anchored in the belief that all students will learn, therefore
assesment of student progress is continual. Data used to assess academic progress
includes standardized test results, progress grades, instructor re@emadsilar common
assessments, armtademic cumulative histornAs a result of this continual evaluatio

Rocky Run Middle School has developed a curricular program that includes small
remediation classes that focus on specific basic skills and support the basic academic
subjects.Each semester, as studérasademic progress is evaluated, recommendations
will be made for students to participate in these focused remediation clEHssss.classes

take the place of an elective.

Examples of thesclasses and tutorials includ®ad 180, Algebra Readiness, Math 7 and
Math 8 tutorials, Power Literacy, and Powdath and ScienceThe electives will be
placed based on need and availability of funds and staffing.

Power Literacyis a one semester English/social studies course designed to provide
focused remediation for students who have been conditionally prometadhed, or at

risk for failure during the yearThe class includes direct instruction in reading
comprehension, writing process, and vocabulary using both literature selections and social
studies content material.lhe course curriculum has been desigteedupport attainment

of the foundational skills necessary for success in FCPS English and social studies core
classes.

Power Math (7) is a one semester additional Mathematics course designed to provide
students with foundational skills to support susosgh the current Math 7 course.

Power Mathematics and Scieec (8) is a semester course which focuses on the
fundamental skills with ratios and proportions, along with an emphasis on algebraic
thinking and equations Additionally, the class includes imsttion in scientific
investigation, living systems, ecosystems, and heredity

Algebra Readinesss asemester course designed to assist students in mastering all of the
Virginia Standards of Learning for mathematics grades 6 though 8, and focuses on
spedfic identified area of the mathematics study that need remediatioonrder to assure
readiness for Algebra I.

READ180is a researdtbased structured reading program designed as an intervention for
students reading several years below grade levelceaqan. It is available for both
seventh and eighth grade students who are found eligible through a process that includes
teacher recommendations and student performance on the SRI (Scholastic Reading
Inventory). The program includes structured, smallywanstruction that is reinforced by
individualized, independent reading practice with classroom books and computer software
designed to include reading comprehension, vocabulary and spelling skill prR&&BD.

180 is a full year elective courseome Spcial Education students will be assigned

READ 180 in accordance with their IEP. The English for Speakers of other Languages
program also offers the READ 180 course.
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FAIRFAX COUNTY GRADING AND PROMOTION
FAIRFAX COUNTY GRADI NG SCALE

A = 94-100
B+ = 90-93
B = 84-89
C+ = 80-83
C = 74-79
D+ = 70-73
D = 64-69
F = Below 64
P = Pass
I = Incomplete
WP =  Withdrawn Passing
WF = Withdrawn Failing

WITHDRAWAL POLICY

If a student drops eredit bearingcourse during the:
1st quarter No penaltyi nothing is recorded
2nd quarter WP (withdrawn passing) or WF (withdrawn failing)
is recorded. Exception: For semester courses, a
WP or F for failure is recorded.
3rd quarter WP or WF is recorded
4th quarter WP or F for failure is recorded*

*Unless there are unusual circumstances, a student who has a passing grade may not
withdraw during the terminating quarter of the course. Following the completion of a

high school cour se, parents may request to |
from the high school transcript. This request must be made in writing prior to the start of

the next school year. Students will then be required to repeatredit during high

school.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROMOT ION GUIDELINES

To qualify for promotion, seveht and eighth grade middle school students must
demonstrate knowledge and competency based upon identified standards of achievement
in the four core areas of language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. To
guarantee promotion, students must matte foundational knowledge and skills in each

of the four core subject areas and earn a passing final grade based on grade level
expectations.

Students who earn an fAFO0 as a fretanadlandgr ade i
encouraged to attend summer program. Based upon the extent to which a student
demonstrates knowledge and competency of identified standards of achievement in a
summer program, he/she is promoted or retained. Students who are promoted will receive
continued intervention throbgut the following school year. If students do not attend a

summer program, they aretained at the discretion of the principal. Students who earn an

AFO in three or four core courses are retain

14 | Excellence in all EndeavorsrdughTeamwork Assessment, anceRtionships



SELECTING Y OUR PROGRAM FOR THE UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR

Students should carefully consider the continuum of offerings when selecting courses for
the next year. These decisions may impact their ability to access certain courses at the
high school level. Students should talk with parents, counselors, and teadiers
making decisionsWithin this course offering book are course selection sheets to be used
as a working copy for students and parents. A separate course selection sheet will be
available for students to submit.

A

student 6s c hoi de madd aftex caeetult considemtiors df dis/Herd

interests and goals. Aneetive choice should not be picked because a friend has made a
particular choice, or students and parents have not discussed the choices together.
Students are asked to complete tourse selectiogheet by placing their elective choices

in rank order, t 6. Year long electives (e.q. Orchestra) should be first or second choices

Separate copies of the course selection sheet will be provided to each &udgneffort
is made © ensure that all students are able to participate in at least one elective of their
choice.

The following guidelines may impact your course selections:

Although a student may qualify for an advanced music elective, his/her core
academic needs are givpriority when scheduling.

Some electives are offered to bothand &' graders Computer SolutionsMusic

Lab, WROK, IFL, and Peer Helping). The curriculum is repeated each semester,
therefore, students should not choose these electives if they hatieehemlrses
previously.

French I, Spanish lAlgebra I, Algebra | Honors, and Geometry Honors are high
school credit cour ses. A teacher 6s i np
appropriate placement to parents when students seek enroliment in thess. clas

Every effort will be made to supply parents and students with assessment data that
supports the recommendations for high school classes. Selection for participation

in Algebra | Honors in the 7th grade, and Geometry Honors in the 8th grade, is

madein compliance with FCPS guidelines. Final grades for these courses will be
reflected on the high school transcript, and included in the calculation of the

st ude nt hoal grdde mpint awrage (GPA).

A final mar k of i Do i © meeb the pneeequesies ar i |y
requirements for progressing to the next level in a high school credit course.

All students in a high school level math course must earn a math credit in order to
be promoted to the next grade level.

Parents of 8th grade studest®uld be considering and preparing for the academic
options available in high school. The FCPS diploma requirements are included at
the back of this course selection booklet. For all advanced programs (AP, IB, or
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TJHSST), it is recommended that Algebr@nd/or a foreign language begin in 8th
grade if the student is academically ready to begin theasigb a high school
course(s).

All 7th and 8th grade students in Fairfax County are required to take English,
mathematics, science, social studies, agath/physical education for two years.

Participation in ESOL, special education, honors, and gifted and talented classes is
determined in accordance to the guidelines and criteria established by Fairfax
County Public Schools.

Students identified for reedial services or intervention based on a demonstrated
academic deficiency, may be required to complete a remediation coplaeerof
a requested elective.

All course offerings are subject to adequate staffing and enroliment. If a course
must becancéed, or cannot be scheduled around
alternative elective will be selected in accordance with the preferences indicated
on the course selection sheet.

Jacqueline A. McKeown
Director of Student Services

O
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7TH GRADE CORE CURRICULUM

ENGLISH 7
111000 Grade: 7

Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an understanding of reading as
a process that includes analyzing and comprehending texts. Language study includes
vocabulary building, learning about granmnand spelling. Through varied and frequent
writing assignments, students build on their understanding of writing as a process that
includes drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. They use writing to
develop ideas and learn new coptse Students also learn discussion skills and orall
communication skills, and learn to adapt speaking and listening to the audience, topic,
purpose, and situation. Reading and writing competencies addressed in the Virginia
Standards of Learning are incorgied into the course objectives.

e Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.

UNITED STATES HISTORY, 1877 TO THE PRESENT
2355® Grade: 7

The grade seven pgoam provides a survey of American
history since 1877. Important trends in American history are
identified by the anabis of the role of ideas, individuals, and
important events. Students develop historittaihking skills and extend their
understanding of how geography shapes history.

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.

MATHEMATICS 7
311100 Grade: 7
Prerequisite: Grade 6 Mathematics

Students examine algebr@nd geometrpreparatory concepts and skills; strategies for
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data; and number concepts and skills especially
proportional reasoning. Reasonimpgoblem solving, communication, concept
representation, and connections among mathematical ideas are emphasized iroa hands
learning environment. Graphing calculators and computers are integrated with
instruction.

e Students are required to take theghdards of Learning Test.
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e ALGEBRA 1 HONORS
313036 Grade: 7 Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Mastery of Mathematics 7 and Mathematics 8

The depth and level of understanding in Algebra |
Honors is beyond the scope of Algebra I. Students are
expected to mastergabraic mechanics and understand
the underlying theory, as well as apply the concepts to
realworld situations in a meaningful way. Students
extend knowledge and understanding of the real number system and its properties through
the study of variables, esgssions, equations, inequalities, and the analysis of data from
real world phenomena. Emphasis is placed on algebraic connections to arithmetic,
geometry, and statistics. Calculators and computer technologies are integral tools.
Graphing calculators area@ssential tool for every student to explore graphical,
numerical, and symbolic relationships. This course has aokcourse Standards of
Learning test.

Enrollment into Algebra | Honors is restricted to those seventh grade students who have
met specit countywide requirements. This course counts as one credit of the high school
grade point average (GPA) and counts as one of the required mathematics credits for
high school graduatiorParents may request that the Algebra | Honors grade be omitted
fromthe student's transcript and the student not earn high school credit for the course.
Students taking Algebra | Honors in gradenust pass the course to be promoted to grade
8.

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

INVESTIGATIONS IN EN VIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
411500 Grade: 7

Investigatios in Environmental Sciendeuildsupon the experiences in the life sciemce
introduced to students in upper elementary gra@slular structure and function,

heredity, diversitypopulations, and ecosystems are content strands developed through a
sequene of hand®n investigations. To augment the inqulbgsed investigations,
computer technologies including graphing calculators, Vernier probewar& @\Ds,

and streaming videoaye used to build background knowledge and enhance student /
understanding. Process skills related to scientific investigation, reasoning, and logic <
are integrated throughout the course as students carry out investigations, collect
analyze data, and forrfate conclusions.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7
712000 Grade: 7

Students strengthen and/or master basic skills developed at the elementary level.

Emphasis is on highly organized leag activities, modified games, and fitness and

wellness agvities. Content areas include tumbling, rhythmic activities and dance,

physical fitness, wellnesselated testing, fithess planning, and application of

skills ’ . in selected games and sports. Students study health units on alcohol,

) tobacco, and other drugse prevention, disease and the human body,

lifetime health habits, mental health, and human growth and

: &\\/ development

ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDU CATION
770016 Grade: 7
Prerequisite: Student's IEP designates Adapted Physical Education

Adapted physical educatias a developmental course for general education and/or special
education students. This course serves students who are temporarily or permanently
physically disabled or have deficiencies in motor coordination and/or physical fitness.
This program is idividualized and is directed toward improvement of deficiencies. The
program includes specifically selected activities that are suited for the student's level of
performance that will improve deficiencies and maximize participation. Students in
adapted pysical education will participate in all health education units required on their
grade level.
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8TH GRADE CORE CURRICULUM

ENGLISH 8
112000 Grade: 8

The

Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an
understanding of reading as a processiti@dudes analyzing and

019 interpreting the text. Language study includes vocabulary building,
‘ learning about grammar, and spelling. Through varied and frequent
o writing assignments, students build on their understanding of writing
wreberry as a process that incluldrafting, revising, editing, proofreading,

and publishing. Students practice a variety of writing forms
including informational/technical and essay writing. All students learn to adapt speaking
and writing skills to the audience, topic, purpose, anthson. Reading and writing
competencies addressed in the Virginia Standards of Learning are incorporated into the
course objectives.

* Students are required to take the StandarofsLearning Test.

CIVICS AND ECONOMICS
235700 Grade: 8

The grade eigt program is designed to prepare students to be 4
responsible, productive citizens in a democratic republic and an/s= ¢
interconnected world. Basic knowledge and understanding of the
concepts and processes of democratic government and the 2 ¥
American economic sysin are stressed. Students are helped to\ -,"
understand the meaning of individual rights and responsibilities;
Jt the ideals of liberty, justice, equality; and the rule of law. Students
learn about making choices and recognizing the consequences of decisiod#gn
personal, political, and economic decisions. Students also learn that citizens must value
individual and group expression, appreciate diversity, and develop moral values. A
servicelearning component helps students pasdize citizenship in edation

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.
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MATHEMATICS 8
311200 Grade: 8
Prerequisite: Mathematics 7

Students extend their study of algelesiad geometrpreparatory concepts and skills;
strategies for collecting, analyzingnd interpreting data; and number concepts and skills
especially proportional reasoning. Reasoning, problem solving, communication, concept
representation, and connections among mathematical ideas are emphasized iroa hands
learning environment. Gramg calculatorand computers are integrated with
instruction.

e Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.

ALGEBRA |
313000 Grade: 8 Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Middle School Mathematts

This course extends students6é knowledge and
and its properties through the study ofiables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and
analysis of data derived from reabrld phenomena. Emphasis is placed roaking
connections in algebra to geometry and statistics. Calculator and computer technologies
will be used as tools whenever appropriate. Use of graphing calculator is considered
essential to provide a graphical and numerical approach to topics imaddit symbolic
approach. Topics include linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations,
relations, functions and polynomials.

e Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.

ALGEBRA | HONORS
313036 Grade: 8 Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Mastery of Mathematics 7 and Mathematics 8

beyond the scope of Algebia Students are expected to maste
algebraic mechanics and understand the underlying theory, as
as apply the concepts to rembrld situations in a meaningful
way. Students extend knowledge and understanding of the real number system and its
properties through the study of variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and the
analysis of data from real world phenomena. Emphasis is placed on algebraic connections
to arithmetic, geometry, and statistics. Calculators and computer technologies agd integ
tools. Graphing calculators are an essential tool for every student to explore graphical,
numerical, and symbolic relationships. This course has arofecwolurse Standards of
Learning test.
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Students who have mastered the standards for Mathema%ic® i grade 7 are eligible

to take Algebra br Algebra 1 Honorsn grade 8. When taken in grade 8, Algebrar |
Algebra 1 Honordecomes a part of the high school transcript record, is included in the
determination of high school grade point averageP{3, and counts as one of the
required mathematics edit for high school graduation Parents may request thahe
Algebra 1 orAlgebra | Honors grade be omittddom the student's transcript and the
student not earn high school credit for the cour&tudents taking Algebra | Honors in
grade 8 must pass the course topbemoted to grade 9.

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.
GEOMETRY HONORS

314336 Grade: 8 Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebrali Gr ad e o f ettér G preferred b

The depth and understanding expected in Geometry Hdsobeyond the scope of
Geometry. This course emphasizes twand threedimensional reasoning sKills,
coordinate and transformational geometry, and the use of geometric modelveo s
problems. A variety of applications and some general proBleEiing techniques,
including algebraic skills, will be used to explore geometric relationships. Conjectures
about properties and relationships are developed inductively and then verifiedidely.
Students investigate ndfuclidean geometries, formal logic, and use deductive proofs to
verify theorems. Calculators, computers, graphing utilities, dynamic geometry software,
and other appropriate technology tools will be used to assistchibgaand learning.

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

INVESTIGATING MATTER AND ENERGY
412500 Grade: 8

Investigating Matter and Energy builds upon the experiences in the physical sciences
introduced to studestin the uppeelementary grades. Properties of matter, energy forms
and their transformationand forcesand motionare content strands developed through a
sequence ofhandson investigations. To augment the inqubgsed investigations,
computer techmlogies including gaphing calculatorsvernier Probeware, GIROMs and
streaming videos are used to build background knowledge and enhance
student understanding. Process skills related to scientific investigation,
reasoning, and logic are integrated tlgloout the course as students carry
out investigations, collect and analyze data, and formulate conclusions.

* Students are required to take the Standards of Learning Test.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8
720000 Grade: 8

Students continue to strehgh and/or master basic skills, and participate in wellness
activities and wellneseelated testing and fitness planning. Content areas include
tumbling, rhythmic activities and dance, and application of skills in selected games and
sports. Students begio review lifetime sports and activities for lifetime wellness

planning. Students study health units on alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use prevention,
person safetyinjury prevention|ifetime health habitsgsmotional and social health, and
human gravth and development.

Parents may opt out their children from any topic included in the Family Life Education
program.

ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDU CATION
770016 Grade: 8
Prerequisite: Student's IEP designates Adapted Physical Education

Adapted physical education is a developmental course for general education and/or special
education students. This course serves students who are temporarily or permanently
physmdly disabled or have deficiencies in motor coordination and/or physical fitness.

This program is individualized and is directed toward
improvement of deficiencies. The program includes

specifically selected activities that are suited for the

student's leel of performance that will improve

' deficiencies, and maximize participation. Students in

adapted physical education will participate in all health
education units required on their grade level.
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/TH AND 8TH GRADE YEAR LONG ELEC TIVES

THE RockyY RUN Music PROGRAM

Chorus, Band and Orchestra classes are open to seventh and eighth
graders. These classes are full year classes and may require an
audition to register. Students who register for one of the following
classes may also register for two semedtesses or another

yearlong classAlthough a student may qualify for an advanced

music class, his/her core academic needs may conflict with

placement.

BEGINNING CHORUS (MIXED) (Rocky Run Chorus)
926010 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: None

This course providesstruction in proper vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and
rehearsal practices. Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience two
and/or thregart singing. Types of performances may include concert choral
performances, choral ohreography, and/or musical dramas. Rehearsals and performances
outside of normal school hours may be required as a part of this course.

ADVANCED MIXED CHORUS (Concert Choir)
928910 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: Successful audition

This course offers advancetstruction in vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and

sight reading. Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience three and
four part singing. Types of performances may include concert choral performances, choral
choreography, andfanusical dramas. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal
school hours will be required as part of this course.

* This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
ADVANCED WOMEN&6S CHORUS

928911 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: Successful audition

Students participate in choral experience designed to develop skills as individual
musi cians and members of a womends ensembl e.
sightsinging through the use of appropriate choral literature, whearsal and
performance requirements both in and out of school.

* This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
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SHOW/SWING CHOIR
929610 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: Successful audition

Students are offered choral experiencethe appropriate genre. They develop

bothmusicianship and proficiency in ensemble performance. Course content

includes a study of appropriate literature, vocal techniques, sight singing, and

choreography. Based on successful completion of sequeniiegpts for each
level, students will continue as specified in course level. Rehearsals and performances
both in and out of school are required.

* This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
BEGINNING BAND

923210 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: None

Beginning level band classes develop skills on woodwind or brass. Guidance will be
given by the instructor in the selection of an instrument. Simple duets, rounds and other
ensemble literature will be performed in the class. eletals and performances outside

of normal school hours may be required as a part of this course. Beginning percussion
instrumentsare not taught in this class.

* This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
PERCUSSION ENSBVIBLE

925010 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: Successful audition or 1 year experience

This course is designed toeet specific needs and/or interests for percussion

instruments. Content includes study of the appropriate ensemble literature

and rehearsal and germance techniques from the various areas of musical
composition. Performances and rehearsals both in and out of school may be required.
Instrumentation of the group is at the discretion of the instructor.

* This course requires a student materials fae listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
INTERMEDIATE BAND (CadetBand)

923311 Grade: 7/8
Prerequisite: Successful audition or 1 year experience

Intermediate level band students will continue to develop skills on woodwind, brass, or
percussion instruments. A vaty of musical styles will be studied through the playing of
band literature. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours may be
required as a part of this course.
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