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to take advantage of the 
various communication 
vehicles available to Rob-
inson families. The ses-
sion was rich with infor-
mation, engaging, and 
ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
Donna will be glad to 
share her slides if you 
were not able to attend. 
 
Please mark your calen-
dars for several out-
standing upcoming PTSA 
events. First on March 
31, at 10am we will host 
ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ{ǇǊƛƴƎ Lƴǘƻ Cƛǘπ
ƴŜǎǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
Come and learn the fun-
damentals of fitness and 
nutrition facts that will 

Hello Robinson 
Community! 

 

First, I would like to ex-
tend a big thank you to 
Donna Piscitelli, Robin-
son Director of Student 
Services, who was our 
featured speaker at our 
January General Mem-
bership meeting. 
 
She provided detailed 
information about how 

Award-Winning Newsletter of the Robinson Secondary Parent Teacher Student Association 

Virginia PTA is proud to offer scholarships to 
graduating Virginia high school students planning to enter 
teaching or other youth serving professions. Each year, two 
special scholarships are given. A $1,200 scholarship memorial-
izes M. Frieda Koontz, the Executive Secretary of the SCA from 
1922-1950. Another $1,200 scholarship honors S. John Davis, 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфтф-1989. Addi-
tional $1,000 scholarships complete the awards. 
 More info on pages 3-8 

lead your family to posi-
tive lifestyle changes! 
In partnership with the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ .ƻȄ 
Tops for Education will 
provide prizes! 
 
Then, in collaboration 
with the Academic 
Booster Club, we are 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ΨaŜŜǘ ŀ tǊƻπ
ŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ bƛƎƘǘΩ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 
19th. This promises to be 
an exceptionally informa-
tive evening during which 
 
 Continued on next pg. 

PTSA Presidentõs Message 

http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/
http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/
http://robinsonptsa.org/
http://robinsonptsa.org/
http://www.fcps.edu/fs/food/food_at_school/purchasing/
http://www.fcps.edu/fs/food/food_at_school/purchasing/
http://fcps.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
http://www.fcps.edu/index.shtml
http://www.fcps.edu/index.shtml
http://www.fcps.edu/index.shtml
http://www.twitter.com/fcpsnews
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://www.fcps.edu/parents.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/parents.htm
http://www.vapta.org
http://robinsonptsa.org/


P A G E  2  

Join 

your 

childõs 

PTSA 

today!  

Presidentõs Message Cont. 
student can interact 
with professionals rep-
resenting a wide variety 
of industries. 
 
Look for more detailed 
information elsewhere 
in the RamGram. We 
could still use a few 
more professionals. 
Please contact Heather 
Gillies 
(hsed@robinsonptsa.or
g) if you are interested 
in sharing information 
about your career with 
our students. 
 
We are also finalizing 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ Ψ{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 
bƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳōǳǊōǎΩ 

which is always a very 
popular event. For the 
first time, we hope to 
sponsor a session on 
the dangers of texting 
and driving. Please 
look for announce-
ments regarding the 
planned dates for 
these events. 

Our numerous PTSA 
volunteers continue to 
be hard at work. I re-
main so impressed 
with their initiative 
and dedication to 
serve ς thank you! 
 
I also want to thank 
each PTSA member. As 
you know, without 
you, we would not be 
able to provide the 
broad range of services 
and programs for our 
community. 
 
All the best, 
Suzanne Tsacoumis 
Robinson PTSA 
President 
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Spring into Fitness 
31 Mar, 10:00-11:30am 

An event of fun and fitness put on by Robinson PTSA designed to teach par-

ents and students how fun and simple it can be to stay healthy!  We all know 

how important nutrition and exercise are for us.  Unfortunately, most kids are 

not getting even this minimum amount of exercise.  Adolescent obesity is an 

epidemic in our country so, come and learn the fundamentals of fitness and 

nutrition facts to lead your family to making lifestyle changes for a lifetime!  

In partnership with the President's Challenge, Box Tops for Education will pro-

vide prizes for this event. 

http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
mailto:hsed@robinsonptsa.org
mailto:hsed@robinsonptsa.org
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
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Scholarship Information 
Virginia PTA Scholarships: 
 
Important Details: 

Must be planning to pursue a ca-
reer in teaching or qualifying for 
service with a youth serving agency 
Enter a Virginia college or univer-
sity in September following the 
date of application for the scholar-
ship 
Must have an average of 2.5 (on a 
scale of 4.0) or better 
The scholarship is based on finan-
cial need and academic achieve-
ment 
Complete application and 3 letters of 
recommendation 
Return completed application to Career 
Center by February 15 (in order to sub-
mit packet to state by March 1 deadline) 

COMPLETE PACKET MUST BE POST 
MARKED March 1. Must have all 
the information to the Career Cen-
ter by February 15 to submit packet 
to state.  
 
Click here to go to the Virginia PTA 
Website for the Scholarship Appli-
cation Forms! 
http://www.vapta.org/library-
forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-
forms/90-student-program-
forms.html 
 
More Scholarship Information 

https://succeed.naviance.com/
download.php?
id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNU
T09 

Nominate a 

Super Teacher! 

Send in your nominations before February 

14th! 

Did you know? 

The Virginia Lottery contributed $444.2 million to public education 

grades K-12 in 2011! CLICK HERE 

http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
http://www.vapta.org/library-forms-a-documents/cat_view/151-forms/90-student-program-forms.html
https://succeed.naviance.com/download.php?id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNUT09
https://succeed.naviance.com/download.php?id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNUT09
https://succeed.naviance.com/download.php?id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNUT09
https://succeed.naviance.com/download.php?id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNUT09
https://succeed.naviance.com/download.php?id=cHlVajJJMjZIdzh2YWU4ajBzYTBNUT09
http://www.valottery.com/promotion/teacher/
http://www.valottery.com/promotion/teacher/
http://www.valottery.com/promotion/teacher/
http://www.valottery.com/promotion/teacher/
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  
 

Scholarships for Graduating Seniors  
 

Each Spring, Robinson PTSA offers Seniors the opportunity to apply for 
two scholarships: 
 

 Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism  
  

 Friends Scholarship for Involvement in Activities at Robinson  
 

Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism  
 
The Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship is given annually in memory of Mrs. Elaine 
Heenan. Mrs. Heenan was a long time extremely dedicated volunteer at Robinson 
Secondary who died of cancer in June 1985. Five of her six children are Robinson 
graduates. Her youngest daughter graduated in 1985 just a few days prior to Mrs. 
Heenan's death. This scholarship, which the PTSA has awarded every year since 
1985, will be awarded to two students based on  demonstrated exemplary 
achievement and an ongoing commitment to provide volunteer service to the 
school and/or the community.  
 

Friends Scholarship for Involvement in Activities at Robinson  
 
The Friends Scholarship is presented annually in memory of all Robinson students and 
graduates whose lives ended before they had the opportunity to realize their full 
potential. The Friends Scholarship will be awarded to two students based 
primarily on a s tudent's involvement in activities at Robinson throughout grades 
9-12. 
 

Application Deadline: April 13th, 2012  
 

Applications and Instructions can be found on  the following pages and : 
 

Family Connection (Scholarship Page) and Robinsonôs PTSA Website: 
 

http://robinsonptsa.org/programs/scholarships 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$  
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Robinson PTSA  

Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism  Application  

 

About the Scholarship: The Robinson Secondary School PTSA is pleased to announce the availability of the Elaine Heenan 

Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism. Elaine Heenan was a long-time and extremely dedicated volunteer at Robinson Secondary 

who died of cancer in 1985. Five of her six children are Robinson graduates. This $1,000 scholarship, which the PTSA has awarded 

annually since 1985, will be awarded based on demonstrated exemplary achievement and an ongoing commitment to provide 

volunteer service to the school and/or the community. Multiple scholarships may be awarded. This scholarship shall be used to fund 

post-secondary education, including four-year, two-year or vocational programs. Scholarship applicants must be members of the 

Robinson Secondary School Class 2012.  
How to Apply: Complete all parts of the application. Responses should be typed or neatly printed in ink. Your completed application, 

Statement of Volunteer Service, and recommendation should be placed in an envelope marked ñPTSA Elaine Heenan Memorial 

Scholarshipò and submitted to the Robinson Career Center.  
Deadline: Scholarship applications must be received no later than the end of the regular school day on Friday, April 13, 2012.   

Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.   The names of the selected scholarship recipients will be announced at the 

Senior Awards Ceremony in June 2012. 
 
Questions regarding the Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship should be directed to Emily Keith, PTSA Scholarship Chair at 

emily.keith@hotmail.com, (703) 323-5689. 
 

Name:              

   (last)    (first)    (middle initial) 

Address:              

City/State/Zip:             

Phone:      Email:         

Name of selected post-secondary school:          

Intended program of study:           
 
1. Scholarships and financial aid received to date and amount. Please state ñnoneò if that is the case. 

               

               

               

               
 
2. Briefly describe the impact your overall experience as a volunteer has had on you. 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               
  
3. Complete the attached Statement of Volunteer Service form, listing all volunteer service you performed from the 

fall of your freshman year to the present. Please make additional copies of this form as may be necessary to fully reflect 

all of your volunteer service. 
 
4. Attach one letter of recommendation from an individual with first hand knowledge of your volunteer work. 

 

I certify that the information I provided in this application is true and accurate. 
 
 

        
Signature of Applicant     

 
 

I certify that the volunteer information provided by my child in this application is true and accurate. 
 
 

        
Signature of Parent/Guardian     



Statement of Volunteer Service  

1
 

                                                 
1
 A student may not claim hours for an activity that is required for a class for which the student will receive credit.  If 

the activity or hours are not required or part of the student's grade, and takes place outside of school hours, then those 

hours should be considered as potential volunteer service hours. 

Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:      

               
 
Description of volunteer activity: 

               

               

               

               

               
 
Hours per week:              _ __Weeks per year:  Number of years:   Total project hours: _______ 

OR for infrequent or one-time volunteer service projects only, report the total volunteer service hours for the project:  
 
Does this volunteer activity fulfill a Robinson class requirement?

1
  (  ) Yes_____(   ) No_______________ 

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:  
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11  Grade 12  
Summer (9-10)  Summer (10-11)  Summer (11-12) 
 
Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:         

               

Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:      

               
 
Description of volunteer activity: 

               

               

               

               

               
 
Hours per week:              _ __Weeks per year:  Number of years:   Total project hours: _______ 

OR for infrequent or one-time volunteer service projects only, report the total volunteer service hours for the project:  
 
Does this volunteer activity fulfill a Robinson class requirement?

1
  (  ) Yes_____(   ) No_______________ 

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:  
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11  Grade 12  
Summer (9-10)  Summer (10-11)  Summer (11-12) 
 
Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:         

               

 Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:      

               
 
Description of volunteer activity: 

               

               

               

               

               
 
Hours per week:              _ __Weeks per year:  Number of years:   Total project hours: _______ 

OR for infrequent or one-time volunteer service projects only, report the total volunteer service hours for the project:  
 
Does this volunteer activity fulfill a Robinson class requirement?

1
  (  ) Yes_____(   ) No_______________ 

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:  
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11  Grade 12  
Summer (9-10)  Summer (10-11)  Summer (11-12) 
 
Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:         
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Robinson PTSA  

òFriendsó Scholarship for Involvement in Activities at Robinson Secondary 

School  Application  

 

About the Scholarship: The Robinson Secondary School PTSA is pleased to announce the availability of the ñFriendsò Scholarship 

presented annually in memory of all Robinson students and graduates whose lives ended before they were able to realize their full 

potential. This $1,000 scholarship is a competitive scholarship awarded for commitment to school and demonstrated through 

participation in clubs, organizations, sports teams and other activities throughout Robinson. Multiple scholarships may be awarded. 

Applicants will be evaluated primarily on their actual involvement in activities at Robinson, although GPA, recommendations, etc., 

will also receive consideration. The award shall be used to fund post-secondary education, including four-year, two-year or vocational 

programs. Scholarship applicants must be members of the Robinson Secondary School Class of 2012. 
How to Apply: Complete all parts of the application. Responses should be typed or neatly printed in ink. Please note that you must 

ask your counselor to enter your cumulative GPA (including seventh semester) and sign in the space provided on your application 

form. Your completed application, Statement of Activities, and recommendations, should be placed in an envelope marked ñPTSA 

Friends Scholarshipò and submitted to the Robinson Career Center.  
Deadline: Scholarship applications must be received no later than the end of the regular school day on Friday, April 13, 2012.   

Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.   The names of the selected scholarship recipients will be announced at the 

Senior Awards Ceremony in June 2012. 
 
Questions regarding the ñFriendsò Scholarship should be directed to Emily Keith, PTSA Scholarship Chair at 

emily.keith@hotmail.com  or (703) 323-5689. 
 

Name:                

   (last)    (first)    (middle initial) 

Address:               

City/State/Zip:               

Phone:      Email:           

Name of selected post-secondary school:           

Intended program of study:             
 
1. Scholarships and financial aid received to date and amount. Please state ñnoneò if that is the case. 

                

                

                

                
 
2. Briefly describe how one of your Robinson activities/ groups impacted your time at Robinson. How did this 

experience influence your plans for the future? 

                

                

                

                

                

                

                
 

3. Please ask your counselor to indicate your cumulative GPA (including 7
th
 semester): 

GPA:    Signature of Counselor:        
 

4. Complete the attached Statement of Activities form, listing all of the activities you have participated in at Robinson from 

the fall of your freshman year to the present. This would include involvement in sports, student publications, musical 

groups, drama productions, student government, clubs and other Robinson related activities. 
 

5. Attach two letters of recommendation. At least one of the letters must come from an individual with first hand knowledge 

of your participation in an activity you have listed on the Statement of Activities form (i.e., a coach, activity sponsor, etc.) 
 

I certify that the information I provided in this application is true and accurate. 

        
Signature of Applicant      

 
I certify that the volunteer information provided by my child in this application is true and accurate. 

        
Signature of Parent/Guardian      
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Statement of Activit ies  

 

Activity  

Description of Your Involvement  

(i.e.,  length of time, awards received, accomplishments, 

leadership roles, etc.)  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



P A G E  9  
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2  

Middle School News 
ROBINSON MS DRAMA PRE-
SENTS:  The Music Man Jr. 
 

Come see the annual middle 
school musical The Music Man 
Jr.! Charming and sly con man 
Harold Hill travels to the town of 
River City, Iowa to stir up some 
trouble in order to offer salva-
ǘƛƻƴΥ ŀ ōƻȅΩǎ ōŀƴŘΧǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ 
of the uniforms and instruments, 
anyway- before beating town. 
 

Unlike most of the town, uptight 
librarian Marian Paroo doesn't 
ǘǊǳǎǘ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊέ IŀǊƻƭŘ IƛƭƭΣ ōǳǘ 
Hill is determined to turn her 
around, falling for her in the 
process. Full of comedy, ro-
mance, and classic American 
¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƎŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ άтс 
¢ǊƻƳōƻƴŜǎΣέ ¢ƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ aŀƴ WǊΦ ƛǎ 
sure to be enjoyed by all! 
 

SHOWS: Friday, FEB. 10 & Satur-
day, FEB. 11 at 7pm, and Satur-
day, FEB. 11 & Sunday, FEB. 12 at 
2pm in the Russell Theatre. 
 
Tickets are available online and 
at the door for $10. Visit 
www.robinsondrama.org or 
www.brownpapertickets.com 
for tickets! 
 
General Admission tickets are 
also available to RMS students 
during A & B lunches in February. 
 
Questions & information, please 
email Amy Hard at 
amhard@fcps.edu. 
 

See you at the show! 
 

Sentry Yearbook  
News flash! The2011 Robinson 

Middle school yearbook, the Sen-

try, is once again on the list for 

receiving either the Gold or Silver 

Crown from the Columbia Scholas-

tic Press Association in New York 

City in March. 

This is the 14th year that the Sen-

try has received this honor. The 

2012 Sentry, arguably one of the 

best middle school yearbooks in 

the country, will only be able to be 

preordered until April 13. If there 

are any left after all of the preor-

dered books are distributed, they 

will cost $50. Get yours now! 

Downloadable order forms are on 

the Robinson website under 

άtǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ or in any sub-

school. 

 
After School Program Update & 
Activity Highlights: 
Our Middle School Dance Team, 
coached by Carol Chappell and 
assisted by several varsity dance 
team members, performed a 
άǇƻƳέ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ-time of 
the varsity basketball game to the 
delight of parents and audience 
members. The team is now prac-
ticing two routines and will com-

pete in the Northern Regional 
Dance Competition at South 
County Secondary on February 4. 
Good luck Rams! 

 
New Activities for the Third Quar-
ter: 
Running Club: This club is perfect 
for students interested in joining 
the cross country team next fall or 
as a conditioning program for any 
sport. The goal is to create runners 
for life! All levels are welcome and 
students may join at any time! 
 
Meets on Tuesday and Fridays 
from 2:20 to 3:30 (Parent pick-up 
days), beginning 1/27. 
 
Design-Multimedia Club: Partici-
pation in this club is a fun way for 
students to learn computer skills 
in a variety of software packages 
including Microsoft Word, Pub-
lisher, PowerPoint, Movie Maker 
and Photo Story in addition to 
working with digital images to cre-
ate keepsake items such as cards, 
newsletters, websites, music vid-
eos, T-shirt designs, calendars, 
picture frames, and certificates. 
Students may attend one or all 
sessions. 
 
 Continued on next pg. 

http://www.robinsondrama.org
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/221557
mailto:amhard@fcps.edu
http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/publications/pdf/MS%202012%20Spring%20OrderForm.pdf
http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/publications/pdf/MS%202012%20Spring%20OrderForm.pdf
http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/publications/pdf/MS%202012%20Spring%20OrderForm.pdf
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Middle School News cont. 
After School Program Update & 
Activity Highlights cont.: 
 
Gaming Programming Club: An 
introductory course to program-
ming with animation. Students 
create animation projects using 
Alice, a software package for cre-
ating animation in small virtual 
worlds using 3D models in Pixar 
and Disney animation style.  The 
emphasis of this course is hands-
on labs. 
 

 
Meets on Thursdays from 2:20 to 
4:15 (Late bus available), begin-
ning 2/9. Students may access 
the registration flyer on the 24-7 
After School Program site or pick 
up a hard copy on the cafeteria 
stage during their lunch period. 
Participation in all sessions is 
strongly recommended. 
 
Red Cross Babysitter Training: 
This is the official training course 
needed for Red Cross certifica-
tion. Students must attend all six 

sessions in order to receive certifi-
cation from the Red Cross. Regis-
tration begins on Thursday, Febru-
ary 2 and students need to select 
either the Tuesday or Thursday 
class. The registration form is 
available on 24-7 or in the cafete-
ria during lunch periods. Cost is 
$12. 
 
Theatre Sports: Congratulations to 
our Theatre Sports (competitive 
improvisational comedy- like 
Whose Line is it Anyway) Teams, 
sponsored by Amy Hard, for their 
1st place finish in Fairfax County 
on Friday, January 13! Way to go 
Rams! 
 
 

Helpful Hints: 
 

Refer to the Student Ramblast 
(emailed via KIT each Friday) for a 
listing of activities offered each 
week. Students and parents can 
also find detailed activity informa-
tion, including individual registra-
tion forms, on the 24-7 After 
School Program site. 
 

Cancellations occur and are 
posted on 24-7 as soon as possi-
ble. Announcements are also 
made to students during the lunch 
periods in the cafeterias. 
 

If you need to pick-up your stu-
dent prior to the activity ending 
time, please send an email notifi-
cation to Mary Aunon, After 
School Program Specialist, Robin-
son Middle School 
mfaunon@fcps.edu or call 703-
426-нооф ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
name, activity, and pick-up time. 

Students 
need to 
have their 
PE uni-
form for 
fitness 
activities unless directed other-
wise by the activity sponsor. 
 
Students must be checked in with 
a teacher or activity sponsor by 
2:20pm each school day. 
 
Early Closing/School Cancellation 
Policy: In the event of 2-hour early 
school closing or school cancella-
tion, all middle school after-school 
activities will be cancelled. All bus 
students will be sent home on 
their regular buses. 
 
Subschool 7 & 8 Lost & Found 
The lost and found mounds in 
both subschool 7 and 8 have now 
turned into mountains.  Since the 
start of the school year we have 
collected items such as sweat-
shirts, jackets, coats, hats, gloves, 
lunch boxes, notebooks, pencil 
ǇƻǳŎƘŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΧ 
 
If your student has lost an item 
this school year, please encourage 
him or her to check out the sub-
school 7 and 8 lost & found to 
identify and claim the lost item.  It 
is easier to re-unite lost items with 
the owner when a first initial and 
last name is on the item, particu-
larly clothing. 
 
Lost and found items that are not 
claimed will be donated to a local 
charity this spring. 

Please encourage your 
student to get involved, stay 
connected, and develop that 

Ram spirit and pride by 
participating in an after 

school program! 
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Your Box Tops for 
Education Can 
Help 
Robinson 
Academics!! 
 

People are always look-
ing for ways to pro-
mote academic excel-
lence in our school and 
the Robinson Academic 
Booster Club has a solu-
tion that is quick, that is 
easy, and that is free! 
 

Just remove the Box 
Tops for Education rec-
tangles from the pack-
ages of hundreds of par-
ticipating products you 
may have sitting around 
your house (primarily 
your kitchen), and send 
them to Robinson with 
your student. 
 

The Robinson Academic 
Booster Club receives 
10¢ from each Box Top 
for Education that you 
send in.  These quickly 
add up and allow us to 

support academic 
achievement in many 
significant ways. 
 

For example, the Aca-
demic Boosters spon-
sors many of the middle 
and high school aca-
demic awards and rib-
bons the students re-
ceive. We provide a 
scholarship program 
that offers several 
$1,000 awards to gradu-
ating seniors.  We help 
sponsor the science fair, 
and we assist the faculty 
by funding the national 
exams in math and lan-
guages while providing 
volunteers to proctor 
the exams.  We also 

support the Work 
Awareness and Transi-
tion (WAT) program 
designed to assist stu-
dents with special 
needs. 
 

Box Tops for Educa-
tion are found on 
most General Mills 
products, such as their 

many breakfast cereals, 
as well as Pillsbury, 
Betty Crocker, Green 
Giant, Nature Valley, 
Old El Paso, Progresso, 
and Yoplait food 
items.  Please be sure 
to look for Box Tops for 
Education on other 
product lines you rou-
tinely buy such as Hug-
gies, Hefty, Scott, 
Kleenex, Ziploc and 
Avery office supplies. 
 

Turn in your Box Tops 
for Education in the 
collection boxes lo-
cated in the Robinson 
Main Office, Subschool 
7 office, and Subschool 
8 office. 
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Your Robinson Library hours: 
 

Monday 6:55am ς 3:15pm 
Tuesday 6:55am ς 2:30pm 
Wednesday 6:55am ς 3:15pm 
Thursday 6:55am ς 3:15pm 
Friday 6:55am ς 2:30pm 

http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
http://robinsonptsa.org/jointheptsa.html
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Robinson Academic Booster Club 
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The Robinson Academic 
Booster Club is a parent or-
ganization dedicated to sup-
porting the academic excel-
lence of all Robinson stu-
dents. 
 
All members of the Robinson 
community are welcome to 
attend any of our meetings to 
find out more about the 
variety of activities we 
have planned this year. 
 
ABC meetings are held 
every other month at 7pm 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ 
room: 

Monday, March 5, 2012 
Monday, May 7, 2012 

 

Coming Events: 
 

Rescheduled: Practice 

SAT test with Kaplan 

The test has been rescheduled 
for Saturday, February 25, 
2012. Confirmed registrants 
should follow directions in the 
email they received to verify 
whether their student will at-
tend the rescheduled test. 
 
The Results Review session is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 

March 7, 2012, from 7-8pm in 
the Blue Cafeteria. 
Co-sponsored with PTSA 
NEW: Meet A Professional 
Night (M.A.P. Night) 
Thursday, April 19, 2012 
6:45 to 9pm at Robinson SS 
 
Students will participate in 
group sessions with exciting 

professionals from a wide va-
riety of non-traditional ca-
reers.  
 
Look for the flyer in this issue 
of the RamGram for addi-
tional details. Register online 
for this FREE event starting 
February 15, 2012 at http://
tinyurl.com/MAPNight. MAP 
Night is open to all Robinson 
High School students. Regis-
tration Deadline is March 30, 
2012, or until the event is full. 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ-grade English teachers, Lynnie Vessels, has recently 

published a book, now available on eReaders. To Soften the Blow begins with a 

trauma Ms. Vessels experienced at age seven, a trauma that triggered severe post-

traumatic stress. 

She was silent about the incident for years, until her middle school principal took 

ƴƻǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴπ

ter with her school administrator put her on the path toward healing. This book is 

about her journey. 

aǎΦ ±ŜǎǎŜƭǎΩ ōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛǾŜ-star reviews on Amazon since its October 

23 début. Visit the To Soften the Blow web site at: www.lynnievessels.com. 

http://tinyurl.com/MAPNight
http://tinyurl.com/MAPNight
http://www.lynnievessels.com
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Friends of Sadie will host the 3rd Annual Valentine Blood Drive on Sunday, February 12 from 9am ς 4:30pm 
at the Woods Community Center, 10100 Wards Grove Circle in Burke, VA.  The event will be staffed by INOVA Blood 
Donor Services and is supported by the Burke Centre Conser-
vancy. 
 

Since many recipients of blood products are children battling 

cancer, this event will include a bake sale to benefit Journey 4 A 

Cure. This organization not only raises funds for childhood can-

cer research, but provides direct support to families with a child 

in treatment. 

Visit www.inova.org/donateblood to schedule an appointment online or call INOVA Blood Donor Services (1-866-256-
6372), sponsor code 7637. To reserve childcare in conjunction with your appointment please visit 
www.friendsofsadie.org. 

We also need volunteers!  Visit www.friendsofsadie.org to sign up. 

https://www.inovabloodsaves.org/index.cfm?group=op
http://www.friendsofsadie.org/
http://www.friendsofsadie.org/
http://www.friendsofsadie.org/


Robinson PTSA and Robinson Academic 

Booster Club present: 

Meet a Professional Night 
6:45-9:00 pm 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

 
Please volunteer to share your background and profession with our students at the first annual Robinson 

M.A.P. Night! The purpose of this special night is to give Robinson HS students an idea of the wide 

variety of career options open to them and how they can leverage their experiences at Robinson to help 

them achieve their goals and dreams. 

 

We are looking for 12 professionals representing a wide variety of industries to present three, 25-minute 

sessions to groups of up to 30 students each. Those with non-traditional career paths, unique careers, 

entrepreneurs, and career change professionals are particularly encouraged to volunteer. 

 

Profession theme areas to be presented: 

Careers requiring a mastery of the English language:  journalist, public relations professional, 

public speaker, teacher, author, etc. 

 

Foreign language careers: tourism and travel, translation, archeology, education, business, etc. 

 

Careers in the arts: performer, video producer, musician, museum professional, artist, chef, 

fashion designer, etc. 

 

Careers which impact individuals and society:  non-profit/fundraising professionals, 

fire/police/rescue personnel, careers in sports, franchise owners, banking professionals, military 

professionals, politician, etc. 

 

Careers which leverage math and computer science:  construction and landscape professionals, 

cartographers, video game designer, accounting, web designer, astronomer, pilot, energy 

exploration, etc. 

 

Careers based in the experimental sciences:  auto repair shop owner, pharmacist, oceanographer, 

field biologist, arborist, veterinary sciences, etc. 

 

We know there is a wealth of experience and knowledge in the 

Robinson community that can benefit our students! 

 

If you can volunteer, or know of someone who can inspire Robinson 

students, please contact Heather Gillies (hngillies@yahoo.com). 
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Come learn about exciting careers at  

Robinson's First Annual Meet A Professional Night (MAP Night)! 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

7-9pm at Robinson 

Check-in begins at 6:45pm 
 

MAP Night is not a standard ñCareer Fair.ò This is your opportunity to get first-hand information about 

how to achieve success in a wide variety of unique and exciting careers! Learn how to make the most 

of your time at Robinson and how to take advantage of courses and extra-curricular opportunities to 

help you achieve your goals. Whatever your passion is, there is a career waiting for you. MAP Night 

can help you discover how to get there! 

 

Each student who registers for the event will participate in three, small-group presentations given by 

successful men and women from a variety of careers, representing a wide range of career paths. Some 

presentations may involve hands-on activities or demonstrations, to give students a better idea of what 

a career is really all about. Each student will take home practical information and advice about how to 

prepare for a career that leverages his or her individual talents and passions. 

 

Some of our confirmed presenters include: 

đ A producer with National Public Radio 

đ The owner of a large chain of local automotive repair shops 

đ A metals scientist with the National Institute of Standards and Technology  

đ A former Marine martial arts instructor and owner of a competitive mixed martial arts gym 

đ An IT Consultant with the US Census Bureau 

đ An attorney with the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 

đ A senior level meeting planner for The American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

đ A professional musician in the Quantico Marine Corps Band 

đ Members of the US foreign service/diplomatic corps 

 

A full list of confirmed presenters and additional details about their backgrounds will be available on 

our online registration site. Students will be able to select their top choice of presentations to attend that 

night. 

 

MAP Night is a FREE event open to all Robinson High School students, brought to you by a 

partnership between the Robinson Academic Booster Club and the PTSA.  

 

Registration will begin on February 15, 2012.  

To register online for this FREE event, visit:  http://tinyurl.com/MAPNight.  

Registration deadline: March 30, 2012 or when full. 

 

 



  

CHORUS NEWS  

Please join us for our annual Benefit ~  

Concert for a Cure                                                                                                                                                                            

Saturday, February 25, 7:00 pm                                                             

(venue information coming soon) 

All proceeds go to benefit the American Cancer Society. 

Featuring:                                                                           

Select Womenõs Ensemble, The Robinson Singers,                             
Instrumental Chamber Music and Poetry                                                                                 

Directed by Mike Horanski   

No tickets needed.   Donations gratefully accepted  at the door.   

WORLD CHOIR OLYMPICS  

In July, Select Womenõs Ensemble and The Robinson Singers will travel to the World Choir 
Games in Cincinnati.  We are actively fund -raising so that every member of the choirs will 
have the opportunity  to participate.   To donate, or to learn more about the World Choir 
Games, visit us at www. robinsonsings.org. 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

February  7 ð RCPA Meeting, Choral Room 400, 7pm - A ll choral parents are welcome. 

February 16 ð All -State Chorus Auditions, Fairfax HS, 4-6 

February 16-18 ð District Chorus Event, Fairfax HS 

February 25 ð Concert for a Cure, 7pm 
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WHO:   Anyone looking for a special deal at the movies!!!! 
 

WHAT:   Get a special package:  Movie admission, small popcorn & small soda!!   
   

University Mall package price $ 7.00 (save over $3) 

or 

Cinema Arts package price $12.00 (save $2.50 - $5) 
 

Any Film - - - CASH ONLY 
 

WHERE:  2 theatres to choose from  

 
 University Mall Theatre (www.universitymalltheatres.com) 
 10659 Braddock Road 
 Fairfax, VA  22032 
 

 Cinema Arts Theatre (Fair City Mall)  (www.cinemaartstheatre.com) 
 9650 Main Street  
 Fairfax, VA  22031 

 

WHEN:   Monday, January 30, 2012, any movie from 5:00 pm till the theatres close! 

 Sunday, Feb. 19, 2012, any movie from 12:00 pm till the theatres close! 
 

HOW:    Come to the ñRobinsonò table located in the theatre lobby to purchase your 

ticket and package deal!   
 

SPREAD THE WORD - to family and friends  
 

Proceeds support the Robinson Class of 2012 ñAll Night Graduation Partyò! 
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Dear Robinson Secondary Parents, 

 

Today we are launching our EASIEST fundraiser ever!  All you have to do is join the email club for Hard 

¢ƛƳŜǎ /ŀŦŞΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΥ 

 

Why? 

 For every Robinson supporter who joins the Hard Times Cafe email club for the first time, our 

school will automatically receive $1. 

 If we have at least 2 people for each Robinson student join the club we can reach our fundraising 

goal of $1,250.   

 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ nothing to buy and it takes less than a minute to join. 

 

How? 

 Just Click Here to join the Hard Times Cafe email club now!  

(Hard Times Cafe only asks for your Name and Email address.) 

 

Then What Happens? 

 When you join ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ±Lt L5Φ   

 Between now and February 28, 2012, every time you present your VIP ID at the EastGate Mall 

Hard Times Cafe, 10% of your purchases will be donated to Robinson Secondary.   

 Lunch, Dinner, Take-Out, and Gift Cards!  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƎƻŀƭΦ 

 Spread the word to anyone else who would want great deals and offers from Hard Times Cafe 

and support Robinson Secondary including friends, family, and co-workers. 

 

Go even further by inviting others to support our school by sharing this via email or copying and 

pasting this paragraph into email, Facebook, Twitter, etc.: 

Join the Hard Times Cafe email club at  http://bit.ly/robinsonss for the 1st time and 

Robinson Secondary school will receive $1. 

 

To recap all of that for you:  

1. joining the club gets Robinson $1.00  

2. Going to Hard Times Cafe earns Robinson 10% of your check.  This only lasts now to 

February 28, 2012 so JOIN NOW! 

 

 

Support Robinson Secondary by joining the Hard Times Cafe Email Club Today! 
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²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ά5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ aŜŀƴǎΦΦΦ Φέ 

  
Music ς Senior Level:  
Tristan Schuler ς Award for Outstanding Performance 
Elaina Finkelstein ς Award for Excellence 
James Mangahas ς Award for Merit 
  
Music ς Middle Level: 
Matthew Obi ς Award for Excellence 
  
Film Production ς Senior Level: 
Riley Mahan ς Award for Outstanding Performance 
  
Literature ς Senior Level: 
Maha Nayyar ς Award for Outstanding Performance 
Casey Early ς Award for Excellence 
  
Literature ς Middle Level: 
Marquise Frye-White ς Award for Outstanding Performance 
Marybeth Myers ς Award for Excellence 
Kelsey Rich ς Award for Merit 
  
Photography ς Senior Level: 
Madeline Anderson ς Award for Outstanding Performance 
Nicky Solares ς Award for Excellence 
Riley Mahan ς Award for Merit 
  
Photography ς Middle Level: 
Alexandra Marini - Award for Outstanding Performance 
  
Visual Arts ς Senior Level: 
Angela Lee - Award for Outstanding Performance 
  
Visual Arts ς Middle Level: 
Elena Calderone - Award for Outstanding Performance 
  
Congratulations to all our students who participated this year. The entries of those who received 
the Award for Outstanding Performance have moved up to Cluster level (Robinson is Cluster 6). 
From Cluster level, those awarded with Outstanding Performance move up to District level, then 
State, and finally National. We will be announcing the winners of the Cluster level shortly. 
  
Reflections Program 2012-2013 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
about and working on their projects. The theme selected for 2012-нлмо ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ ƻŦ ŀ aƻπ
ƳŜƴǘΦΦΦ Φέ 
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Counselorõs Corner 
Counselor Guidance for Edgy 
Students 
NOW, MORE COLLEGE ACCEP-
TANCES IN, THAN TRANSCRIPTS 
GOING OUT. Counselors have 
forwarded over 2500 transcripts 
and recommendations for our 
660 seniors!  College decisions 
are coming in and excitement is 
building. With the latest final ad-
missions deadlines fast approach-
ing, students should contact their 
counselor NOW with any college 
application questions. We hope 
seniors are sharing their decision 
news with their counselors! 
 
SENIORS -- DEFEAT COLLEGE AP-
PLICATION ANXIETY! 
Counselors continue 
to get emails and visits 
from anxious seniors 
who have received an 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ άǘƘŜƛǊέ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀŘǾƛǎπ
ing a recommendation and/or 
transcript has not been received. 
Colleges acknowledge that these 
automatic emails do not take in 
account as much as four weeks 
for incoming documents to move 
through the college mail system. 
Seniors getting an email should 
take a deep breath, confirm in 
Family Connection the data was 
sent, give it a week and call the 
college to check on the updated 
status. Counselors will fax/resend 
information but only if war-
ranted. 
 
SENIORS SHOULD KEEP STUDY-
ING! Colleges tell us that admis-
sions offers may not be made or 
could even be withdrawn if sen-

ior grades decline since that has 
proven to be a predictor of prob-
ƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
Seniors MUST keep working to 
assure acceptance. We automati-
cally forward midyear and final 
grade reports to colleges to which 
we have sent transcripts and rec-
ommendations. No request is nec-
essary. 
 

STUDENT SERVICES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MET. Early in Janu-
ary, the High School Student Ser-
vices Advisory Council met to re-
ceive a report and provide input 
on Student Services goals and ob-
jectives. The Council is composed 

of parents and students from 
each grade, PTSA and commu-
nity representatives, and Stu-
dent Services team members. A 
copy of the minutes can be ob-

tained from the Student Services 
Office. Inputs for our next council 
meeting in the spring are welcome 
and can be sent to or discussed 
with your counselor. 
 

Programs at Robinson 
COUNSELORS AND JUNIORS MET. 
On January 20 and 23, counselors 
covered these topics with juniors: 

Bullying and Sexual Harass-
ment prevention and response 
Life after high school; different 
roads 
The college application proc-
ess and using Family Connec-
tion to identify colleges that fit 
YOU! 

The PowerPoint presentation is in 
Family Connection/Document Li-
ōǊŀǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ άtƻǿŜǊ tƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴπ
ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

2012-13 ACADEMIC ADVISING. 
Yes, the year is only half over, but 
counselors will be meeting with 8th

-11th grade students to schedule 
2012-13 courses. Parents should 
review and sign the Course Selec-
tion Sheet students will bring 
home. Elective information will be 
available in counselor briefings, on 
Good Morning Robinson (GMR) 
and in the online course catalog 
listing all courses. Here is the ten-
tative meeting schedule: 

Rising 9th:   2-3 Feb ς Class-
room briefings During February ς 
Students  meet with MS counsel-
ors 

Rising 12th: 6-7 Feb ς Class-
room briefings 8-14 Feb   ς Indi-
vidual meetings with juniors 

Rising 11th: 16-17 Feb ς Class-
room briefings 21-28 Feb ς Indi-
vidual meetings with sophomores 

Rising 10th:  1-2 Mar ς Class-
room briefings 5-12 Mar ς Indi-
vidual meetings with freshmen 
Because of budget realities, full 
class loading, and scheduling 
based on spring student requests, 
WE ARE ADVISING STUDENTS TO 
CHOOSE CAREFULLY.  
 
 
 Continued on next pg. 



P A G E  2 3  
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2  

Counselorõs Corner cont. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEWS 
 
I am the Special Education liaison for The PTSA at Robinson. I am a parent of a child in special education, 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ aŀǎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 
 
I would like to start a group for parents to provide support and resources to one another. Also, there are 
numerous workshops available in the area that I would like to get the information out about. If you are 
interested in becoming part of this, please send me your email address. There is a Seventh Annual Special 
Education Conference scheduled for March 24, 2012 to be held at Lake Braddock and Rick Lavoie is the 
keynote speaker. He is very inspirational to listen to. Registration begins February 8.  For more info here 
is the link: www.fcps.edu/dss/conference. 
 
Laura Lewis 
RobinsonSpecialEd@gmail.com 

 

 

Robinson High School Theatre 

Presents --  

òHOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSINESS 

WITHOUT REALLY TRYINGó 

 

This once-again popular Musical Comedy is being performed in the Russell Theatre at 7:30 on the 27th 

and 28th of April, as well as May 3rd, 4th, and 5th. The show is a fun, satirical look at big business and 

climbing the corporate ladder.  Rehearsal has just begun and already the show is looking amazing with a 

fantastically talented cast list of actors and an exceptional Tech Crew to go with it. Reserved Tickets are 

going quickly! You can buy tickets at www.RobinsonDrama.orgΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ϸмл ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊŜ-

ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ Ϸмн ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ and 

comedy performed by our talented students right here at Robinson. 

Upcoming Events ς Mark Your Calendar 
COLLEGE INFORMATION NIGHT AT ROBINSON ς WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15 
College Information Night is a program where parents and students may learn about the college admissions proc-
ess from two perspectives. First, current Robinson seniors will report on their college application experience. This is 
an outstanding opportunity to learn the pitfalls to avoid, as well as the strategies that students found successful. 
After the students present, a panel of college admissions representatives will take the stage. Colleges that will be 
represented are: George Mason University, Virginia Commonwealth University, University of South Carolina, Mary-
mount University and Northern Virginia Community College. The representatives will cover a range of topics from 
άaŀƪƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ±ƛǎƛǘǎέ ǘƻ άIƻǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ¢ƘŜƛǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ ! ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎπ
entation. This program is designed for parents, but students are welcome. GREAT OPPORTUNITY!  

http://www.fcps.edu/dss/conference
mailto:RobinsonSpecialEd@gmail.com
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