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RAISE Time for Robinson 
By Connor  

   This year Robinson started off with a brand new bell schedule. Third period became the 

constant period and eighth period disappeared. RBSS also moved RAISE from every day to 

just meeting on Wednesdays and Thursdays. This decision was made to allow for more in-

structional time in classes, while still allowing  some time for RAISE to help students. I think 

that most Robinson Secondary School students love and/or need RAISE time. It offers a 

quiet time for readers, a time to work on the dayõs homework, catch up on work students 

may have missed in class, and get to their teachers if they need help in that class.  

   The main rule in RAISE is that you must be 

doing something productive with your 

time. That means no drawing (unless it is 

for Art) and absolutely NO talking. The 

teachers need quiet to work with strug-

gling students and students need a quiet 

environment to focus on their work.  

   One problem with this yearõs schedule is 

that you have to remember which lunch 

you have because you will have four to 

remember. Some people may even have 

four completely different lunch schedules. 

Also, from RAISE to third period you only 

get a five minute passing period which 

means that students donõt get a lot of 

time to go to their locker and then onto 

the  next class. I see most students going 

to their first class with supplies for 1st/2nd 

period, RAISE, and third period. This can 

be quite the heavy load for the students 

to carry.  

   According to a Medallion survey con-

ducted in January 2011, 171 out of 208 

students would prefer to have RAISE eve-

ryday instead of two days a week for 

these two reasons. One, it would give kids 

more time to do their homework during 

school. Two, if a student is struggling in a 

particular class, instead of getting 90 min-

utes a week to work in there he or she 

could get between 100 -150 minutes per 

week.  

   As for the time students are actually in 

RAISE, the teachers are doing a good job 

of enforcing the no talking rule, but many 

students are still choosing to not do some-

thing productive during RAISE. Isnõt it eas-

ier to do homework here and not at 

home? Overall, I think the time for RAISE is 

greatly needed and it is appreciated by 

most students. The question is: do we need 

RAISE every day or just a couple days a 

week?  

òI would like to have 

RAISE two days a 

week because RAISE 

gets boring, but we still 

get stuff done and 

have time for class,ó 

said Tiyanna, 7th.  

òI would like to have 

RAISE everyday so I 

wonõt have to have as 

much homework to 

do at home every-

day,ó said James, 8th.  

I would like to have 

RAISE everyday. I 

would like it because it 

will make classes 

shorter and give more 

chances with teach-

ers,ó said Drew, 7th.  

òEveryday, I think stu-

dents would excel a 

lot better in school if 

they had the time to 

get help and/or do 

their homework,ó said 

Katia, 7th.  

The Story of   

James W. Robinson, Jr.  
By Alex  

   Sgt. James William Robinson, 

Jr. received the highest award 

in the military, the Congres-

sional Medal of Honor. He was 

a hero who saved the lives of 

his friends in combat by giving 

up his own life for them. Robin-

son Secondary School was 

named after Sgt. Robinson and 

the Medal of Honor is on display 

in the main hallway. The school 

was named to honor the brav-

ery of his actions above the call 

of duty. Here is the story of the 

great sacrifice James W. Robin-

son, Jr. made.  

   The heroic scene with Company C 16th 

Infantry (his battalion) started in combat 

against a Viet Cong battalion in the Viet-

nam War. Robinson was instructing his fire 

team to move up into strategic positions. He 

and his team encountered sniper fire hidden 

up in tree tops which brought numbers of 

casualties (death) to Company C. Sgt. Rob-

inson found this a serious threat and neutral-

ized the sniper with a well placed shot using 

a grenade launcher. While advancing on, 

he noticed a wounded medic with another 

wounded soldier in front of his position. 

James went right through heavy fire of the 

enemy to retrieve both soldiers 

and their weaponry and ammu-

nition. He and his battalion kept 

advancing until Robinson no-

ticed another wounded soldier. 

He once again ran right against 

heavy fire saving the wounded 

soldierõs life, but Robinson was 

hit this time. He was wounded in 

the shoulder and leg, but his 

greatest action was yet to hap-

pen. James Robinson found 

that a machine gunner directly 

ahead of their position was 

killing off most of his battalion. 

He pulled the pin on two gre-

nades and charged the gunner head on. 

The whole Viet Cong were concentrated on 

him now. Robinson sprinted and sprinted. He 

was then hit again in the leg with a tracer 

unit (a glowing bullet making it able to see 

were the bullet has gone) setting his clothes 

on fire. Ripping the burning clothes from his 

body, Robinson kept running. He took an-

other two shots to the chest. With five shots 

taken all throughout his body, he threw both 

grenades at the machine gunner, destroy-

ing the gunner. James W. Robinson then fell 

to ground and died on the spot. Robinson 

showed true bravery in battle.    

Sgt. James William  

Robinson, Jr.  

   The Congressional Medal of Honor 

has been awarded to brave Sol-

diers, Airmen, Marines, and Coast 

Guardsmen by the President of the 

United States since 1861. In 1973, the 

United States Senate asked that 

citations or stories of their actions 

(like the one above) be written in a 

report named the Committee on 

Veteransõ Affairs Report.  For more 

info on Medal of Honor recipients 

and their citations visit this website: 

history.army.mil.  

War Totals 

Civil War  1,522 

WWI 124 

WWII 124 

Korean War  133 

Vietnam  246 

Afghanistan  2 

Iraq  4 

Medal of Honor Stats  
                                       By Alex  

Medals of Honor 

Totals in War 

           Army   

             2,403 

Marines  

297 

Air Force  

17 

Navy  

747 

Coast Guard  

1 

Medals of Honor Totals in 

the Five Branches  

Grand Total: 3468 Medals Awarded  
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RAISE: How Often? 

How often should we have RAISE?  

Over 200 students were 

polled in January 2011  

Beading and Jewelry Club  
Meeting Info: Monday, Gold Cafeteria             
Sponsor: Ms. Corbin  
Beading Club is a great way to make inexpensive jewelry. 
In this club, students look at different magazines and find 
designer jewelry that the students can make for much less 

money. Students can hang out with their 
friends while making jewelry for their 
friends, family, and themselves.  
òIõve learned how to put beads together in a really stylish way. Weõve 
looked through magazines and seen jewelry for over $100. We can 
replicate the jewelry for about five dollars and it still looks great! Iõll 
bring it home and my mom wonõt believe that I actually made it,ó said 
Sydney, 7th . 

Science Olympiad  
Meeting Info: Wednesday, E101/ A101    
Sponsor: Mr. Lindgren  
Science Olympiad is a fun and educational after school activ-
ity to participate in. Students can create their own projects 

using different skills they learn over the course 
of the year. Students also learn how to handle 
different types of power tools. Science Olym-
piad is a great club for kids who love to work 
with different materials to make projects and also for students with very 
creative minds. "In this club we learn how to use power tools and build 
different projects. I am currently working on a trebuchet which is similar 
to a catapult,ó said Dasha, 8th.  

Fitness Room 
Meeting Info: Monday, Fitness Room  
Sponsors: Ms. Brodin and Ms. Malloy  
Every Monday, students have the opportunity to go to the 
fitness room and work out. They have a variety of equipment 
to choose from like the treadmill, jump -rope, elliptical, 

weights, pull -up bars, etc. This activity is super-
vised by teachers and is a great way to get a 
safe, good, and effective workout. It is also a way to meet new friends. For this 
club, you need to sign up at lunch.  
òIn the fitness room they have a lot of workout machines like the pull-up bars, the 
elliptical machine, the bicycle, and a many other different ones. I like to go be-
cause I get to work out a lot and get stronger and basically itõs just fun to work 
out,ó said Woon Gi, 7th.   

Games Club  
Meeting Info: Monday, A100     

Sponsor: Mrs. Traylor  

Games club is a fun way to spend an afternoon with friends. 

In this club students play board games such as Sorry and 

Battleship. This club is open to anyone who wants to come 

through out the year. In the Games Club, students can play 

on a team or by themselves. Since there are so many op-

tions and varieties of games, students donõt have to play the same 

game each time they go to this club.  

ò[In this club] we learn how to play different board games. You [also] 

learn how to block enemyõs words while playing. In this club I know a 

lot of people, but Iõve also met new friends. I would recommend this 

club because itõs a great way to spend your afternoon just playing 

games,ó said Brandon, 7th.   

Drama Club  
Meeting Info: Wednesday, Bi -weekly in  D106/Davala Hall  
Sponsor: Mr. Calamito  
In this club, members get to have a great experience with friends 
while having fun. This club includes many different theater related 

activities and games that are hilarious and exciting. 
In the spring, students can help with a spring theatre 
production. Another awesome thing about this club is that you can join anytime 
in the year. In this club there are lots of fun games like òHotspotó and òFreeze.ó 
òI like to come because itõs fun to hang out with friends and it makes you forget 
about the rest of the day. Yes, [I would] definitely recommend this to anyone. Itõs 
an easy way to forget about the stresses of the day and a great way to make 
new friends,ó said Caitlin, 7th.   

Creative Writing Club  
Meeting Info: Wednesday, Media Center Computer Lab  
Sponsors: Seniors Courtney, Natalie, and Alexandra and Mrs. Keith  
Creative Writing is a perfect club for kids with big imaginations that 
love to write. Writing is a great way to express how you feel about 
the topic your writing about.  In this club, students improve their 
writing skills while expressing their thoughts. During the year, club 
members can start to write their own novel that can be about what 
they choose.  

òThe Creative Writing Club is the most EPIC club in the history of the world. Itõs 
one of the few places in the world where anyone can fit in. Girly girls write girly 
stories; boys write about explosions and whatnot; nerds like me write about me-
dieval affairs or sci -fi awesomeness; and anyone else can write about anything 
they want to. We have great opportunities there to write out our ideas either by 
ourselves or shared with others. Itõs accepting of any and all people, so come on 
in! We know that you have your own stories to share,ó said Colleen, 8th.  

After School Clubs                By Ana, Ariana, and Natalie  
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   The U.S. Supreme Court is cur-
rently debating on whether to 
ban the sale of M -rated  video 
games to people under the age 
of 18 in California.  
   The side that is for this bill is stat-
ing that research from professor 
Craig Anderson of Iowa State 
University shows 
that kids who are 
exposed to vio-
lent video game 
for a long time at 
a young age are 
at risk of becom-
ing more aggres-
sive and anti -
social. The evi-
dence they are 
using refers to the 
killing of three 
men, two of whom were police 
officers, by 18 year old Devin 
Moore. He was quoted as saying, 
òLife is like a video game. Every-
bodyõs got to die sometime.ó At-

torney Jack Thompson says that 
Devin, who had been playing 
Grand Theft Auto since he was a 
kid, òWas in effect trained to do 
what he did. He was given a mur-
der simulator.ó The California gov-
ernment fears that the gaming 
industry isnõt doing enough to put 

age restrictions on the sale of 
games.  
   The gaming industry opposes 
this by stating that it is a breach of 
the first amendments freedom of 

speech and that the research 
that the California government is 
using represents only a small per-
centage of all the people who 
play those games. They also 
counter by saying that they have 
better age restrictions compared 
to books, CDs, and movies. The 

gaming industry, along with 
some others on the California 
governmentõs side, say that if 
the parents get more in-
volved in what games their 
kids are playing then that 
would be a protective force 
for the kids. Justice Stephen 
Breyer says, òWhy isnõt it com-
mon sense to say a state has 
the right to say, ôParent, you 
want this for your child? You 
go buy it yourself.õó  

   At the same time TV program-
mers are worried that if the bill is 
passed, then not only would the 
video games be regulated, but 
also the TV shows.  

No ôMõ games for minors? 
By Quinn, Michael & Danny  

RTS-Real Time Strategy  
Example: Napoleon 
Total War   
 
RPG-Role Playing 
Game  
Example: RuneScape  
 
FPS-First Person Shooter 
Example: Star Wars 
BattleFront 2  
 
MMO -Massively Multi-
player Online Game  
Example: World of 
Warcraft  
 
MP-Map Pack  
Example: Noble Map 
Pack  
 
RTT-Real Time Tactics  
Example: Civilization  

Video Game  

Abbreviations  
How Video Games Help Surgeons  
   Laparoscopic surgery  is a type of surgery often 
done by tiny cameras and tools inserted inside the 
patientõs body that are controlled by a surgeonõs 
hands . The surgeon operates by looking at the pa-
tientõs body, which is projected onto a screen, and 
then manipulating the tools using a controller. This 
type of surgery  is also referred to as minimally inva-
sive surgery. Video games not only help surgeons 
with their hand -eye coordination, but with their 
reflexes. According to a study at Beth Israel Medical 
Center, surgeons who play at least three hours of 
video games a week 
make 37% fewer mis-
takes in laparoscopic 
surgery and perform 
27% faster than those 
who do not. òI use the 
same hand -eye coordi-
nation to play video 
games as I use for sur-
gery," said Dr. James 
"Butch" Rosser, who 
demonstrated the re-
sults of his study.  
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Kirbyõs Epic Yarn 
Date release : 10/17/10  
Genre: Adventure  
ESRB: Everyone  
CNET rating: 4 Stars out of 5  
Game Play: Kirby is a pink puff 
ball who helps save other 
worlds or people in danger. 
One morning he is sucked into 
the world of yarn and saves a 
small blue boy named Prince 
Fluff, ruler of the Yarn Kingdom. As Prince 
Fluff is explaining what has happened to 
his own world, Kirby decides to put the 
worldõs pieces together again, and so 
begins their adventure.  

My Rating: I found this game ex-
traordinary because of the new 
format involving yarn instead of the 
flat 2D format. The game is easy to 
control and you can play two play-
ers on story mode. I always wanted 
to be first player because that con-
trols Kirby while the second player 
controls Prince Fluff. However, they 
both have the same basic moves. 
My favorite special power in the 

game has to be the dolphin because it 
swims extremely fast and spirals as it at-
tacks. Of course Meta Knight and King 
De De De will be there, but they wonõt be 
on your side now.  

Super Mario Galaxy 2  
Date release: 5/23/10  
Genre: Action  
ESRB: Everyone  
CNET rating: 5 Stars out of 5  
Game Play: Mario Galaxy Two  
offers a whole different level of 
play with more obstacles and 
new special powers. Bowser is 
on the run again and Princess 
Peach has been kidnapped. 
Mario, once again, has to save her from 
the evil hands of Bowser with the help of 
Lumas, of course. Mario  journeys across 
each world one by one. What is Bowser 
planning to do this time?  

My Rating: This game is really fun, 
but I suggest you play the first 
Mario Galaxy since thatõs where it 
all started. Playing the game is now 
more difficult, but entertaining as 
you race through each world with 
new surprises. One of the special 
powers that I always admire is the 
Fire Flower because it can destroy 
almost any enemies with a single 
shot. In my opinion, playing as sec-
ond player can be boring since 

youõre just a Luma helping Mario collect 
stars, items, making enemies daze or faint, 
and stopping physical items from touch-
ing Mario and lose a life bar.  

Getting to Know the Teachers               By Nicco, Ethan, and Solomon  
Ms. Vessels, English  
Favorite TV show:   The 
Walking Dead  is freaky 
scary... freaky scary!  
Favorite movie: Sound of 
Music ... saw it as a kid... 
can never see it too many 
times.   

Favorite candy:  Dark chocolate Dove truf-
fles.  
Favorite sports team:   Pittsburgh Steelers... 
since high school.  
Favorite celebrity:  Nicole Kidman... very real 
person in interviews.  
Favorite restaurant:  Jacksons at Reston 
Towne Center... awesome food!  

Mrs. Burford, Math  
Favorite country: IRE-
LAND, my parents were 
born and raised there, I 
am first generation in 
USA, and I have been 
there at least 20 times.  
Favorite sports team: NY 
YANKEES!! 

Favorite celebrity: Brad Pitt and George 
Clooney  
Favorite part of teaching: Working with other 
teachers, and working with students!  
Dream car: BMW convertible  
Favorite book: Harry Potter Series, my entire 
family read them and we had great discus-
sions. 

Mr. Calamito,  
English  
Favorite ice cream 
flavor: Butter pecan 
ice cream.  
Dream car: Corvette, 
enough said.  

Favorite country: America, because I 
was born here and I know it better then 
I do other countries. However, my favor-
ite country to travel to is Italy, I love the 
food.  
Favorite part of teaching:   When I see 
kids actually doing what Iõve taught 
them to do and doing it better than I 
could ever do it! Awesome!  

Ms. Minai, History  
Favorite band:  Pinback 
because they are a super 
cool indie rock bank with 
good melodies.  
Favorite TV show: Jerseyli-
cious,  because it is so 
stupid it gets my mind off 

the real world.  
Dream car:  1978 Pontiac Trans Amp.  
Favorite candy:   Trolli Brite Crawlers 
Favorite sports team:  NY Giants  
Favorite country and why you like it:  Amer-
ica because I live here and itõs so beautiful 
Favorite thing about teaching:   When kids 
make me laugh.  

Mr. Gordon, Science  
Favorite band: KISS:  They were 
different from anything else Iõd 
seen before and their make -up 
was pretty cool.  
Favorite part of teaching: Seeing 
the òlight bulbsó go on in stu-
dentsõ heads when a new con-

cept takes hold.  
Favorite sports team: Virginia Tech. Go Hokies!  
Favorite movie: Lord of the Rings Trilogy:  A great 
story, great effects, and totally pulls you in.  
Favorite book:  Jurassic Park: it is the only book 
that I could not put down until I was done with it. 
I finished it in ten hoursé 

Mrs. Sylvester, 
FACS 7 
Favorite band: Commit-
ments because they 
have a great sound, 
put on a great show 
and play fun music.  
Favorite ice cream          
flavor: Milwaukee va-
nilla.  

Free Time: Read, quilt, and cook.  
Favorite part of teaching: The students!   I 
get to meet over 250 people a year 
and each one has something to offer; I 
end up learning from them.  
Favorite book: It is always the one I am 
currently reading; right now that is 
Sarahõs Key.   

Ms. S. Porter, IFL 
Favorite TV show: Criminal 
Mindsñitõs so scary and 
creepy.  
Favorite book: I have 
loved the whole Eclipse 
series the triangle be-
tween vampire, werewolf 
and human is intriguing.  

Favorite country: Mexico, I spent a summer 
there.  
Favorite celebrity: Anthony Hopkins ñso di-
verse in his acting  
Favorite candy: Chocolate covered cherries  
Favorite thing about teaching:  I love the 
students   
Favorite restaurant:   Ritz Carlton  

Mr. Norland, Administrator  
Favorite sports team: The 
Green Bay Packers.  They are 
the ONLY professional team in 
a major sport owned by the 
community rather than some 
rich person or group of rich 
people.  Thatõs the REAL Amer-
icaõs Team. 

Favorite candy: Do sõmores count? They are my 
favorite food period!  
Favorite ice cream flavor: Gold Medal Ribbon 
from Baskin Robbins.  
Free time: Hiking in the wilderness. The farther the 
walk, the wilder the place the better.  
Favorite restaurant: No particular restaurant, but 
Sushi is probably my favorite thing to eat at a 
restaurant.  

Mrs. Brady, Science  
Favorite movie: Forest 
Gump . Great story.  
Dream car:   Ferrari 
Favorite book: Harry Potter 
series. Mystery, adventure, 
magical, funny...all in one.  
Favorite band: Zach 

Brown,  great American rock and roll sound 
with a little country twang.  
Favorite TV show:  Survivor, I have always 
liked it.   
Favorite thing to do in your free time: Ski, run 
and read  

Mrs. Beyler, ESOL 
Favorite movie: Dr. 
Zhivago -  a lot of 
history, romance, 
good music, gor-
geous scenery and 
dilemmas that indi-
viduals face.  

Dream car: Miata convertible  
Favorite part of teaching: The students  
Favorite restaurant: Costal Flats  
Favorite flavor of ice cream:  Dulce de 
Leche  
Favorite Sports Team: DC United  
Favorite Band: The Beatles  

Mrs. Lemery, Math  
Favorite restau-
rant:   Sweetwater Tavern  
Favorite sports team: Ohio 
State Buckeyes  
Favorite band: Abba, their 
music reminds me of 
growing up.  
Favorite book: It is a toss 

up between The Poisonwood Bible  and Wa-
ter for Elephants . Both had characters that 
came alive as I read.  
Favorite thing about teaching:   The light bulb 
moment! I enjoy watching a student finally 
get it!  

Ms. Lambert, Computer  
Solutions 
Favorite TV show: Psych ð I like the 
relationship between Gus and 
Sean. 
Favorite school that you have 
taught at: ROBINSON!!!!! 
Favorite ice cream flavor: Choco-

late chip cookie dough.  
Favorite band: Sugarland ð I like the simple sound 
and the great lyrics.  
Dream car:   Mercedes Benz  
Favorite candy:   Hershey Kisses 

Ms. Gray, Science  
Favorite movie:   The Sixth 
Sense- suspenseful, eerie, 
funny parts, surprise ending  
Favorite thing to do in your 
free time:  Surf the internet  
Dream car:  Hybrid BMW ð is 
there one?  
Favorite sports team:  The 

poor pitiful Redskins  
Favorite country:  USA, otherwise Hong Kong 
ð very fun place with lots of sights and lots of 
shopping!  
Favorite TV show:  Big Bang Theoryð geeky 
guys who are very funny.  
Favorite band: Matchbox 20 ð because I 
really like Rob Thomas!  
Favorite Restaurant: Melting Pot...fondue!  

Mrs. Mosteller, 
English 
Favorite flavor of ice 
cream: Mint Chip  
Favorite band: 
Genesis. I love Phil 
Collinsõ music! 
Favorite TV: Modern 
Family  is my new 

favorite show. Itõs just hilarious! 
Favorite sports team: Redskins. They 
were a great team when I was growing 
up here.  
Favorite Book: The Book Thiefð The char-
acters are so real to me and itõs an en-
gaging story.  

Mrs. Hession, Civics  
Favorite candy: Reeseõs 
Peanut Butter Cups  
Favorite country:  U.S.A.! I 
am a Civics teacher!!  
Favorite thing about 
teaching:  It is never bor-
ing with teenagers and I 
really like to help them 

learn new things!  
Favorite sports team: Redskins and Capitals 
(Have to support the home teams even if 
you are not from here!! Iõm not from here.) 
Favorite celebrity: Lance Armstrong. He is an 
amazing athlete and works hard to help 
others as well.  

Ms. Coffey, English  
Favorite flavor of ice 
cream:  Peppermint Stick  
Favorite band: Jimmy Buffett 
because he is òchill.ó 
Favorite TV show:  House .  I 
would love to be as sarcastic 
as he is and get away with it.  
Favorite sports team:  Michigan 

State Spartans; Detroit Red Wings.  
Favorite celebrity: Orlando Bloom ñhe is a hottie!  
Favorite thing about teaching:   The kidsé   
Favorite restaurant: Outback é  Eat your Droverõs 
Platter!  
Favorite Candy: M & Mõs Peanut...Or Heath...Oré 
Dream Car: VW Cabrio convertible  
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DECA Fashion Show                                                    By Tami White and Cora Reynolds  

Adna,10th,  
Crew Member  
1. How long have you 

been working with the 

DECA programs? This is my 

second year.  
2. Did you audition for 

modeling or any other 

position?  

I did audition to work as a backstage director.  
3. Do you have to stay after school to work on 

the show? If so, how many days a week? Yes! 

We stay after on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays. If needed, we stay after on Tuesdays 

too.  

4. Where does the crew get most of their supplies 

from? Our advisors get us what we need.  

5. What are your responsibilities as a crew mem-

ber? My responsibility as a backstage director is 

to manage the backstage managers. Our job is 

to basically make sure the show is under control! 

We take care of timing like when models should 

walk, stage painting, props, and making sure 

every scene is under control.  

Thomas,12th,  
Co -Show Director  
1. How many hours a week 

do you dedicate to  

the DECA Fashion Show? 

Three to five hours, but the 

week before the show Iõll be 

pulling 12 minimum.  

2. How did you become the 

leader? Ms. Hinkhouse sug-

gested to Jessica (my partner) that I would be a 

helpful person to work with. So Jessica ap-

proached me and we became partners.  

3. Does working on the show make it harder 

complete home work and still maintain your 

grades?  

Yes and no. Itõs just another thing to do. 

4. What are you most excited about?  

Excitement implies expectation. Weõll see how 

things go.  

5. What are you most nervous about?  

The turnout, Iõm a little antsy about our publicity 

so far. I feel itõs somehow lacking. 

Ms. Hinkhouse,  
Marketing Teacher,  
DECA Advisor  
1. How long have you been 
planning the DECA Fashion 
Show this year? At least five 
months. Picking a theme and 
finding stores to loan clothes 
is the most difficult part.  
2. Is there a lot of stress to 
planning the show? Yes! We have a to -do list of 
20+ things! Having winter break right before adds 
to the stress, but is also really refreshing.  
3. Have you ever worked in the fashion industry?  
Just at a retail store selling shoes.  
4. Is the DECA Fashion Show an idea you brought 
to Robinson?  It was something they [Marketing 
Dept.] did occasionally, but I've made it perma-
nent.  
5. What would you like for middle school kids to 
know about the DECA program and marketing 
classes? I want them to know we give them an 
opportunity to learn and do things in their favorite 
area. [Such as] fashion shows, NYC field trips, Her-
shey Park, and QVC tours. Itõs fun! 

Jana,11th,  
Model  
1. How long have you been in 

the DECA program?  

This is my second year in the 

DECA program.  
2. Which genre are you model-

ing for? Iõm modeling for the 

country scene and I  

originally chose the techno 

genre, but country is fun!  

3. How many other students did you audition 

against?       I auditioned against about 70 other 

students. In order to get chosen, I displayed supe-

rior confidence and tried my best to be memora-

ble.  

4. How long have you been practicing?   

We have been practicing since the beginning of 

December. During practice we figure out chore-

ography for our scene and practice our walks, 

timing, and poses.  

5. Are you planning a career in modeling or fash-

ion? I hope to be involved in a fashion career in 

the future.  

   This yearõs DECA Fashion Show is all about music. 
The Sound of Fashion is the fifth DECA Fashion Show 
that has taken place at Robinson. Only DECA mem-
bers are allowed to be in the show, and they must 
audition for every  part including show director, 
scene leaders, models, and stage hands. The mem-
bers who choose to audition must submit applica-
tions before trying out for the position they want. 
Thomas Barto and Jessica Kiraly , this yearõs Fashion 
Show directors are both Advanced Marketing stu-

dents who auditioned their idea (The Sound of Fashion) and were then chosen by 
the Robinson DECA advisors to head the project. The fashion show consists of 
eight parts, each one a different music genre including mix tape, classic rock, 
pop, alternative, techno, country, hip hop, and dance. Each genre has one or 
two scene leaders. The show directors and scene leaders have a cast of over 60 
models and dozen stagehands who have been practicing for weeks to make this 
show the best one yet.  

The Sound of Fashion                    By Cora  

DELiA*s     

Jessica 

McClintock  

Paul Mitchell 

School  

Banana Republic  

Papaya  

Menõs  

    Warehouse  

Elite Boardshop  

The Factory  

Alpha  

Stores  

Participating in  

Fashion Show  

All About DECA                     By Tami White  

   DECA is an after school club for marketing students 
where members create marketing campaigns, go on field 
trips, and compete in marketing competitions. Any student 
taking a marketing class may participate. This organization 
is built upon four principles: community service, leadership development, career 
experience, and social networking. DECA offers events and fundraisers like a fash-
ion show, field trips, internships, and much more. DECA field trips are often at loca-
tions that are big and exciting like Harley Davidson, Hershey Park, Disney World, 
Disney Land, New York City, and California. DECA members can also attend com-
petitions where they present their ideas and marketing skills. The competitions are 
against other high school marketing students in the United States.   

Marketing Classes at RBSS  

Intro to Marketing - Students taking this class will learn mar-

keting basics, job search skills, how to òmake the saleó and 

much more.  

Sports and Entertainment Marketing ð This class teaches 

about marketing (selling) in the sports or entertainment 

industry. Two fun projects include making a Super Bowl 

commercial and marketing a concert. Students will learn 

about sales, pricing, and promotion in these industries.  

Fashion Marketing ð Fashion focuses on getting started in 

the fashion world and shows what the fashion industry is all 

about. A fun project is òThe Party Planning Project.ó 

Global Marketing ð Global focuses on successful marketing  

all over the world and teaches students about global fi-

nance and trade. A favorite project is ò Chocolate and 

Candy Around the Worldó marketing mix analysis. 

   Many middle school students donõt think about 

getting into colleges, but they should. Itõs impor-

tant that students realize what they do today 

can effect their journey into college. When peo-

ple get older and are looking for a job, the em-

ployer will look at the college the person went to 

and this often impacts their decision.  

   òColleges do not look at your middle school 

records, but they will notice if you took high 

school courses in middle school. [For example,] 

algebra and foreign languages,ó said Mrs. Doyle, 

Robinsonõs College and Career Center Specialist. 

   Working hard, getting good grades, and taking 

challenging courses are some ways to get into 

the college of your dream. Even though colleges 

donõt look at middle school records, doing well in 

middle school can help prepare students for high 

school. Being able to juggle many extracurricular 

activities or high -school courses shows that a 

student can complete the hard work needed for 

college. College is similar to middle school be-

cause there will be many different classes taken. 

The most intricate lessons are based on the sim-

ple things learned in seventh and eighth grade. 

In college, it is often a very difficult decision to 

choose a major. Thinking about this now? When 

students find what interests they like, it will set a 

goal for them.  

   ò[My applications were stressful] but I did my 

applications earlier than most [high school] stu-

dents. That helps a lot with school homework 

because the applications wonõt interfere with my 

focus on homework,ó said John Rathburn, 12th.  

   Planning early for college can lead to less stress 

and pressure in 11th and 12th grade. Students 

should apply to challenging colleges as well as 

ones that will be easier to get into. That way, 

there can be more options to decide from. Itõs 

never to early to start your journey on the road to 

your dream college.  

Live Your College Dream!  
By Elizabeth and Paige  Getting into College with 

Julia Ross; Finding the Right 

Fit and Making it Happen  

By Julia Ross, Professional 

Tutoring, LCC  

 

 

 

How To Survive Getting into 

College  

By Hundreds of Students 

Who Did  

 

 

 

 

Colleges That Change Lives  

By Lauren Pope  

Private vs. Public ð Private: not funded 
by government, tuition costs more. Pub-
lic: funded by government, tuition costs 
less.  
Majorsð The subject or area where the 
student concentrates the most (Biology, 
Business, English, etc.)  
Application ð Students complete an 
application for admission that consists 
of academic records, personal essays, 
letters of recommendation, and a list of 
extracurricular activities.  
Bachelorõs Degreeð Students who 
graduate from a four -year college earn 
this undergraduate academic degree.  
Double Major ð Completing simultane-
ously the course requirements for two 
different majors.   
Placement Test ð Examination to test 
studentsõ academic ability in a certain 
subject so they can be placed in a 
course at a appropriate level.  
Transfer Studentð A student who has 
earned credit in one school, and then 
transfers to another school.  
PSATð A  standardized test that helps 
prepare students for the SAT.  
SATð Scholastic Aptitude Test, a stan-
dardized test for college admissions.  
ACTð American College Test, assesses 
high school studentsõ ability to com-
plete college -level work.  

University of Virginia  
Mascot: Cavalier  

Popular Majors: Economics, 

Business, Psychology, English   

Acceptance Rate: 38% 

Tuition: $25,945 

Virginia Tech  
Mascot: Hokie  

Popular Majors: Engineering, 

Business, Biology, Psychology  

Acceptance Rate: 72% 

Tuition: $18,929 

James Madison  
Mascot: Duke Dog  

Popular Majors: Business, So-

cial Sciences, Health Profes-

sions, Communication,  

Psychology  

Acceptance Rate: 65% 

Tuition: $16,236 

George Mason  
Mascot: Patriot  

Popular Majors: Accounting, 

Political Science, Speech, 

Rhetorical Studies  

Acceptance Rate: 63% 

Tuition: $22,476 

 

Q: Where did you ap-

ply to and why?  

A: òI am going to ap-

ply to more challeng-

ing colleges and col-

leges I know I will get 

into. Just for more op-

tions,ó said John 

Rathburn, 12th .   

A: òI applied to 

George Mason. I like 

the feel and all the majors they offer,ó 

said Scott Dykes, 12th . 

A: òI applied to Clemson because of 

their strong rowing team. They got sec-

ond in the nation. They also have aca-

demics Iõm looking for,ó said Virginia 

Fritsche, 12th . 

 

Q: Do you believe 

anything in middle 

school could have 

helped you more 

now?  

A: òYes, in middle 

school I think I should 

have concentrated 

more on my grades. 

It would be easier in 

high school if I didnõt slack off that 

much in middle school,ó said John 

Rathburn, 12th . 

A: òI think probably organization. I 

should have been more organized in 

middle school. I should have gotten a 

head start on it,ó said Virginia Fritsche, 

12th.  

 

Q: Do you think you will enjoy college 

more than high school?  

A: òI will enjoy the independence and 

the flexibility of my schedule in college. I 

think it will make a more 

enjoyable and relaxed 

life style,ó said John 

Rathburn, 12th . 

 

A: òI will absolutely en-

joy it more. I can have 

more freedom and 

chose whatever classes 

I want to take,ó said 

Scott Dykes, 12th . 

College Books  

College Glossary  

What Seniors Say  

John Rathburn, 

12th 

Scott Dykes, 

12th 

Virginia Fritsche, 

12th 

Do You Know Your  

Mascots?  

A: Griffin  B: Ram C. Spiders  

F. Hornet E. Eagle D. Rooney  

A: William and Mary B: Virginia Commonwealth 

University C: University of Richmond D: Roanoke 

College E. University of Mary Washington 

 F. Lynchburg College 
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Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   I saw my friend at the game the other 

night. He was smoking with some guy who 

looked 18. I am scared that my friend might 

ask me to smoke. I donõt know what to do. 

 ~Nonsmoker  

 

Dear Nonsmoker,  

   Donõt give in to peer pressure! Say no to 

drugs and other dangerous things like smok-

ing and alcohol. Try having a conversation 

with him about the harmful effects of smok-

ing. I hope your friend will find some brains 

and stop smoking, if not try to find some new 

friends. I hope this helped.  

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   I really like this girl, but she doesnõt know it. 

Every time I walk by her, she tries to trip me. 

HELP! 

 ~Love Troubled  

 

 

 

Dear Love Troubled,  

   This must be so hard for you to deal with as 

being rejected by the one you love is a terri-

ble experience. Maybe you should sere-

nade her. Girls like that sometimes. Seriously, 

first you should actually make sure sheõs re-

jecting you. She might be trying to show you 

that she likes you by tripping you! Tell her 

how you feel, it might turn out be a good 

thing. If not, keep your chin up!  

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   My boyfriend and I are really close and 

get along well, but this only happens when 

we are at school. He never wants to be 

around me out of school. I feel like some-

thing is going wrong. Help Me!  

 ~Curious Girlfriend  

 

Dear Curious Girlfriend,  

   Okay, well even though this seems like the 

end, itõs not. Maybe his parents wonõt let him 

have a girlfriend, or maybe he is shy about 

being around a girl in public. You should just 

talk to him and see what he is thinking. 

Good luck!  

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   I am socially awkward and I need help 

becoming a normal person. I have no 

friends and sit alone at lunch. Sometimes Iõm 

so embarrassed I eat my lunch in the bath-

room. Nobody talks to me in my classes and 

Iõm pretty sure that my only friend is my al-

gebra book, and I HATE math!  

 ~Loner 

 

Dear Loner,  

   I feel your pain and know that coming into 

seventh or eighth grade is a hard time, but 

you should try to find a group to hang out 

with. You could join clubs and meet people 

with the same interests as you. Once you 

find that group, which Iõm sure you will, you 

will become better friends with them and 

have someone to talk to. I hope this all works 

out for you! In the meantime, try to join other 

groups of kids to eat with at lunch. Look for 

kids who are alone or in groups of two or 

three. They are probably looking for friends, 

too!  

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   My friend just totally stole the boy of my 

dreams and she keeps like, shoving it in my 

face. I love my friend, but OMG, how can I, 

like get her to stop? Thanks!  

 ~Totally Annoyed  

 

Dear Totally AnnoyING,  

   First, please go and see your English 

teacher about your grammar. Second, are 

you sure your friend really STOLE the guy? 

She might have not even realized that you 

liked him. She isnõt rubbing it in your face to 

make you mad, sheõs probably just happy. 

Talk to her about it and youõll be surprised to 

see how understanding good friends can 

be.  

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   I asked this girl I really like to be my girl-

friend, but she said no. Now things are really 

awkward between us and I want to know 

how to become friends with her again. 

Please help.  

 ~Love Struck  

 

Dear Love Struck,  

   Iõm sorry that you were rejected, but you 

need to just pretend it never happened. If 

you talk to the girl about it, the subject be-

comes really awkward. Just act like she is 

one of your other friends and soon things will 

be back to normal again. I hope this works 

out!  

 

Dear Dr. Medallion,  

   I was at McDonalds with my friends and 

they said I dropped some mayo on the out-

side table so I swiped it up on my finger and 

ate it. It was actually bird poop and they 

filmed the whole thing and put it on You-

Tube. What do I do?  

  ~A Desperate Friend  

 

Dear Desperate Friend,  

   This was not a nice thing for your friends to 

do! It was disgusting and cruel. Tell your 

friends that you want the video to be taken 

off of YouTube. They probably just thought 

that if they put something that funny on You-

Tube that they would get famous like òFredó 

or something like that. If they don't remove 

the video, tell your parents or a counselor 

because this is quite serious. Good Luck!  
 
Dear Dr. Medallion,  
  My boyfriend is terrible, sure he acts nice 
around my friends, but there is no spark 
when we are alone. My friends think he's 
really cute, but heõs really childish. Every 
time I try to talk to him about it, he runs away 
from me and starts playing tag. I am very 
good to him, I always give him extra ice 
cream and snacks after naptime. I even 
play his favorite game, duck -duck goose. 
How do I deal with this man? Help me!  
 ~Boyfriend Doubter  
 
Dear Boyfriend Doubter,  
   If he is making you feel this bad, then you 
should probably just break up with him. Your 
friends will understand and if they like him 
they could get the rebound.  

Advice From Your Peers  
Dear Dr. Medallion,  

My girlfriend is not treating 

me nicely! She ignores me 

and says Iõm ugly, but I know 

we are meant for each other. 

What am I supposed to do? 

Help me save this relation-

ship! I am not breaking up with her be-

cause we are in love!  

 ~Abused Boyfriend  
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By Sadie, Erin, and  

 Lindsey  

òI know you might think that youõre 

in ôloveõ with her, but to be honest, 

it might just be hormones. You de-

serve someone who treats you 

nicely. If you must stay in this rela-

tionship I suggest the next time she 

insults you just tell her that you really 

like her, but youõre offended by the 

way she talks to you.ó  

              ~Sam, 8 th 

òWell, talk to her 

about it. Express your 

feelings, and if it 

doesnõt work, Iõm 

sorry, but you should 

move on because 

there are many trees 

in the forest of 

women.ó  

~Ben, 8 th 

òIf she is in 

ôloveõ then she 

wouldnõt call 

you ugly and 

ignore you. If 

you want her, 

then TRY HARD 

to talk to her. 

Try real hard.ó  

~Dave, 7 th  

Competitive or Sideline?        By Cheyanne  

Q&A with  
Cayla, 

8th 
Which 

type of 

cheer do 

you like 

better?  

Competitive  

Why do you like that 

cheer?  

Itõs so much harder 

and I love having rou-

tines that I can show 

my friends and family.  

Who do you cheer for?  

[I cheer for] All Star 

Legacy.  

What  other organiza-

tions have you  

cheered for?  

Capitol and Dynasty.  

Where do you hope 

cheer will take you?  

I hope that maybe I 

can become an NFL 

cheerleader!  

What is the hardest 

part of cheerleading?  

[The hardest part is] 

going to practice and 

trying new things out.  

Which part is the most 

fun? 

[The part that is the 

most fun is] going to 

competitions and hav-

ing everyone cheering 

you on. [Also] learning 

the routines!  

   Cheerleading was developed in 1898 by a man named Jonny Camp-

bell. It originally started with male cheerleaders and eventually females 

started cheering and they fit right in. Now it is a female dominated activ-

ity. 

Aerial: A cartwheel 

with no hands on 

the floor.                            

Arabesque: One leg 

straight down on 

the floor with the 

other one straight 

Cheerleading Vocabulary  

Sideline  
What is sideline cheer?  Sideline 
cheer is performed on the sidelines 
of a sports game. Sideline cheer 
teams usually belong to a school 
team or youth league team. The 
cheerleaders typically cheer for 
football and basketball. They are 
used to get the crowd excited.  
Is this type of cheer judged? No, 
this type of cheer is not judged. 
Sideline cheer is just done for enjoy-
ment.  
Can males cheer on the sidelines 
too? Many males cheer in high 
school and some in college, too.  
What positions are on the team? 
There are positions in sideline cheer 
such as back spot, front spot, flyer, 
and base.  
What is the difference between 
sideline cheers and competitive 
cheers? Sideline cheers are used to 
cheer on the team and get the 
crowd pumped up, but competi-
tive is used to make the crowd loud 
and the louder they are, the better 
you get scored!  

Competitive  
What is competitive cheer? Com-

petitive cheer is a style of cheer 

that is performed, with a synchro-

nized routine, on a padded com-

petition floor. Teams come to com-

petitions to compete against other 

teams or squads to test their skills. 

To be a competitive cheerleader 

you need upper body strength, 

confidence, determination and 

commitment, good sportsmanship 

and excellent physical condition-

ing.  

How is it judged? Squads are  

judged on synchronization, tight 

moves, tumbling, and stunts.  

Can males compete? Yes, males 

can compete. The males are usu-

ally used as power tumblers and 

bases.  

What positions are on the team? In 

competition teams, there are many 

positions such as tumblers, bases, 

flyers, back spots, front spots, and 

power tumblers.  

Tumbling: A gymnastic 

and cheer skill.  

Tuck: A jump where you 

bring both knees up to 

your chest and flip back-

wards.  

 

 skills. 

Cradle: An end event 

when the base catches 

a flyer after throwing her 

in the air.  

Flyer: The person that is 

put in the air by a base.  

out at a 90 degree 

angle.  

Base: The person on 

the bottom of a stunt.  

Competitions: An 

event where squads 

come to test their 

WWE PPV 2010                 By Jackson  

In this match, Edge makes a 

shocking return  by winning 

the Royal Rumble.  

Shawn Michaels takes 

down The Undertaker 

and steals the World 

Heavy Weight title in The 

Elimination chamber.  

In Extreme Rules, 

John Cena uses 

duct tape on Batista 

to win the Last Man 

Standing Match.  

Over The Limit is 

really over the limit 

when John Cena 

defeats Batista in an 

epic òI quitó match. 

Shawn Michaels retires 

when he fails to beat The 

Undertaker, making his 

streak 18 -0. 

With Nexusõ help, 

Sheamus defeats 

John Cena, Randy 

Orton, and Edge in 

a Fatal Four way.   

Sheamus defeated 

John Cena in a steel 

cage match when 

wrestling in Money 

In The Bank. 

Team WWE defeats 

the Nexus in a seven 

on seven elimination 

match,  taking the 

win in the Summer 

Slam. 

In the final PPV of the year, John Cena was 

recently rehired by Wade Barrett and  

defeated him in a chairs match.  

Randy Orton defeats Wade Barrett 

and by stipulation John Cena is fired. 

This makes Cena a non -survivor in the 

Survivor Series. 

Kane defeats his 

brother, The Under-

taker, inside Hell in a 

Cell. Kane steals a 

win, this is brotherly 

love.  

Unlike last year, the 
7 on 7 match is an 
elimination match. 
Edge and Rey Mys-
terio prevail for 
Smackdown to 
win.  

Randy Orton wins 
the WWE title in a 
six pack challenge 
match making him 
a champion in the 
Night Of Champi-
ons. 

WWE stands for World Wrestling Entertainment which was formerly 
known as WWF or the World Wrestling Federation. This wrestling com-
pany is owned by the McMahon family.  The WWE sponsors a monthly 
pay per view event for wrestling fans. The tension for the pay per view 

event builds up on their weekly shows Raw  and Smackdown .  The WWE has many 
superstars including Edge, John Cena, Sheamus, Randy Orton, Kane, The Undertaker, 
Rey Mysterio, and the Nexus. Edge is the 2010 Royal Rumble winner with several 
championships under his belt. John Cena is one of the WWEõs most popular superstars 
who has a huge rivalry with the Nexus.  Sheamus is the first Irish born WWE champion. 
Randy Orton is a 3 rd generation superstar.  Kane is known as the Man of Fire, but most 
recently as the Devilõs Favorite Demon. The Undertaker is the man with the most pres-
tigious streak in history with a record of 18 -0 at Wrestlemania. Rey Mysterio is the 
WWEõs biggest underdog with many championship reigns. The Nexus is the WWEõs 
most dominant team in WWE history and was formed out of NXT season one.  


