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òI chose my electives because they reflected 

what I enjoy doing in my free time. I am tak-

ing classes that my brother enjoyed and think 

they are awesome. The Electives Explorer 

helped me choose my electives because it 

tells what students our age think about each 

specific class. Think about what hobbies or 

interests you have or what you would like to 

learn more about as you select your courses. 

I think the Electives Explorer will help you figure out what you 

want to do here at Robinson, too.ó 

~Jenny Della Santina, 7th  

 

òChoosing electives was one of the hard-
est things to do before coming to Robinson 
since there are so many classes to choose 
from. My older sister recommended three 
for me to take and I  picked three other 
ones that I thought I might enjoy. I took 
Newspaper because I knew I needed to 
improve my writing skills and because my 
older sister said it was fun. When choosing 
electives, it is a good idea to ask a trusted 
friend or older sibling for recommendations.ó 
~Kurien Thomas, 7th  

   Welcome to Robinson! The Electives Explorer  was created 

to help students select electives. There are over thirty elec-

tive classes offered to middle school students, and choosing 

the right classes for you can be overwhelming. Hopefully this 

guide will help you make an informed choice.  

 

   When choosing electives, keep your interests and hobbies 

in mind. For example, if you enjoy acting, you could try 

Drama, or if youõre interested in music, you could sign up for 

Band, Orchestra, or Chorus. However, trying something new 

could be fun as well. Eighth graders and immersion students 

are able to take languages, and eighth graders can also 

take guitar classes.  

 

   Trying out a variety of electives is a great way to explore 

possible career fields you may have an interest in.  For ex-

ample, if you are considering reporting or writing, try out 

Speech Appreciation (Broadcast), Creative Writing, Year-

book Journalism, or Newspaper Journalism.  If you would like 

to explore fields involving technology, check out the Com-

puters in Art, Digital Input Technology or Technology Educa-

tion courses.  

 

   While most electives offered are semester electives (two 

quarters), there are some electives that are year -long. Ex-

amples are the middle school band, Yearbook Production, 

and foreign languages. Even though languages are elec-

tives, they are high school courses and require good study 

habits and skills. Because languages are high school 

courses, the grades you get while taking them will count in 

your high school grade point average.   

 

   Some electives require a recommendation, application, 

and/or an audition, such as Advanced Band and Yearbook 

Production. Although a few electives require a lot of work 

and prior knowledge, there are tons electives that are avail-

able for novices to take.  

 

   When itõs time to choose your electives, your counselor will 

talk to you outside of class, and youõll be able to rate elec-

tives of your choice from one to six ñone being your top 

choice, and six being your last choice.  

 

   How many electives do you get to take? Well, this all de-

pends on the electives you choose.  Here are your options:  

¶Two full year electives  

¶One full year elective and two semester electives  

¶Four semester electives  

   

    Selecting just the right electives for you with so many 

choices available can be difficult.  Read on to see what 

Robinson has to offer YOU!  

An Insiderõs Guide to  

Robinsonõs Electives 
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Length of course:   Year  
Prerequisites for course:   Successful audi-
tion.  
Course Description:   The Robinson Young 
Womenõs Ensemble is a smaller chorus for 
7th and 8 th grade girls who are passionate 
about singing.  In this class, students will 
learn a large variety of music as well as 
how to properly develop their voices.  
RYWE is a tight-knit group that partici-
pates regularly in performances and 
sometimes has outside performances in 
addition to our regular concerts. RYWE 
members will also enjoy the spring trip to 
Busch Gardens.  
Benefits:  Students who take this class will 
be prepared for upper -level high school 
ensembles and have a solid understand-
ing of vocal technique, music reading, 
and sight -singing.  
A word from the teacher:  RYWE is a great 
group of young ladies who are eager to 
learn and ready to be part of an elite 
singing experience. All rising 7 th and 8 th 
graders are welcome to audition, regard-
less of experience!  
Homework requirements:  There are few 
homework assignments; most work is 
done in class.  
Who should take this course:  Any girl 
who loves to sing, wants to become a 
better musician, and has a positive atti-
tude.  

Length of course:   Year or Semester  
Prerequisites for course:   None  
Course Description:   The Robinson 
Womenõs Chorus is a full-year chorus. It is 
a wonderful opportunity for both new 
and experienced singers to mix in a large 
choral environment and learn how to 
develop their singing voices..   
Course Highlights:   Womenõs Chorus par-
ticipates in several major concerts 
throughout the year and has the oppor-

tunity to be in-
volved in the 
spring trip to 
Busch Gardens.  
Semester students 
will not partici-
pate in the spring 
trip.  Womenõs 
Chorus is the larg-
est choir offered 
at Robinson Mid-
dle School.   
Benefits:  Students 
who take this 
class will gain 
confidence in 
singing and meet 

a new group of friends with a shared 
interest. They will have excellent prepara-
tion for the high school ensembles and a 
solid understanding of vocal technique, 
music reading, and sight -singing.   
A word from the teacher:  Womenõs Cho-
rus is a wonderful singing experience for 
both 7 th and 8 th graders!  Students will 
learn trust and teamwork within a musical 
environment.  
Homework requirements:  There are few 
homework assignments; most work is 
done in class.  
Who should take this course :  Any female 
student who enjoys singing, wants to 
improve her voice and be a part of a fun 
group in the process.  

Length of course:   Year or Semester  
Prerequisites for course:   None  
Course Description:   The Robinson 
Menõs Chorus is a full-year chorus 
with the option for a semester 
course. It is a wonderful opportunity 
for both new and experienced sing-
ers to mix in a large choral environ-
ment.    You may also have the op-
portunity to sing with men from the 
high school chorus.    
Course High-
lights:   Menõs 
Chorus partici-
pates in several 
major concerts 
throughout the 
year and may 
have the oppor-
tunity to be in-
volved in the 
spring trip to 
Busch Gardens.    
Benefits:   Stu-
dents who take 
this class will 
gain confi-
dence in singing 
and meet a 
new group of friends with a shared 
interest. They will have excellent 
preparation for the high school en-
sembles and a solid understanding 
of vocal technique, music reading, 
and sight -singing.    
A word from the teacher:   Menõs 
Chorus is a wonderful singing experi-
ence for both 7 th and 8 th grad-
ers!  Students will learn trust and 
teamwork within a musical environ-
ment.  
Homework requirements:   There are 
few homework assignments; most 
work is done in class.  
Who should take this course :  Any 
male student who enjoys singing, 
wants to improve his voice and be a 
part of a fun group in the process.  

Additional Chorus Info:  Visit our website  

www.robinsonsings.org/RMS   

Dressed in black gowns, sopranos from the 

Womenõs Ensemble sing at their winter con-

cert for family and friends.  

  

òWomenõs Ensemble is wonderful! It is an all year 

elective, but at the end you get to take a trip to 

Busch Gardens. For Womenõs Ensemble you must try 

out, donõt get nervous because it is nothing big. The 

class is filled with fun and the warm ups depend on 

what holiday or season it is close to. For example, 

near Halloween we turn out the lights and sing 

creepy warm ups. The dresses are also much better 

than other schools, just a simple black dress. I strongly recommend 

trying out.ó   ~Mady Hanton, 8th  

òIõm taking chorus and really enjoy it. We 

always get to learn new and interesting 

songs and perform them at a concert for 

our parents. Itõs nice to share and elec-

tive with a lot of people who are really 

into singing, too. If  you want to chal-

lenge yourself more, you can audition 

for Womenõs Vocal Ensemble which 

meets after school and also performs concerts.ó 

~Chandler Plante, 7th  

Singing together is a lot of fun and a 

great way to make friends.  

http://www.robinsonsings.org/RMS
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Length of course:   Year  

Prerequisites for course:   Placement by 

audition only. Student must have mas-

tered basic performance skills on an 

orchestral string instrument.  

Course Description:  Sinfonietta is a 

performing ensemble that concen-

trates on advanced string techniques 

and preparing for performances.  

Course Highlights:  Sinfonietta presents 

five concerts per year including District Orchestra Festival and a competition at 

Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, in May.  

Benefits:  Students will forge new and lasting friendships in this class and will per-

form great music. Continuing to learn advanced techniques, including shifting, 

tone production and vibrato, and being a part of our large, supportive music 

department are other benefits of Sinfonietta.  

A word from the teacher:  I hope that you will consider auditioning for Sinfonietta. We have lots of fun learning all kinds of things 

and youõll be amazed at how quickly you sound ògreató now that we see each other more than once a week!! 

Homework requirements:  Daily practice is expected from all class members. You will also have the opportunity to audition for 

Junior District Orchestra, a one -weekend -only Honors orchestra that performs in January.  

Who should take this course:  Students who have been in their advanced strings classes in elementary school should plan to 

audition for Sinfonietta.  7 th and 8 th graders who study privately should consider performing in this Advanced Ensemble.  

   

Length of course:   Year  
Prerequisites for course:  Successful audition  
Course Description:  Full year instruction in a string orches-
tra setting. Concert Orchestra is designed for students 
who have either played their instrument since the start of 
the string program in 4 th grade or have had quick suc-
cess and a positive audition.  
Course Highlights:  Five concerts per year, including a 
performance at Busch Gardens and learning new skills 
such as vibrato and shifting are major highlights of the 
year.  
Benefits:  The joy of being able to perform fun and excit-
ing music with a group of your peers.  
A word from the teacher:  Intermediate Orchestra stu-
dents will be placed in either String Ensemble or Concert 
Orchestra based upon their audition placement in April/

May.  All students can expect to have a wonderful year playing 
challenging and fun musical selections that are just right for their 
personal advancement.  New skills such as vibrato and shifting are 
major highlights of the year.  Come join us!  
Homework requirements:  Practice 30 minutes per night.  
Who should take this course:  Any 7 th or 8 th grader who has had a 
successful audition.  

Length of course:   Year  
Prerequisites for course:  
None  
Course Description:  
Year -long instruction on 
one of the four string 
instruments (violin, viola, 
cello, or bass) in a small 
group setting.  
Course Highlights: The 
ability to quickly learn to 
play a string instrument 
and reach a perform-
ance level by Decem-
ber!  
Benefits:  The joy of be-
ing able to perform fun 
and exciting music with a group of your peers.  
A word from the teacher:  We welcome all students who 
would like to learn a stringed instrument to take this 
class.  Come join in the fun!   
Homework requirements:  Practice 30 minutes per night.  
Who should take this course:  Any 7 th or 8 th grader may 
sign up.  

 

Additional Orchestra Info:  In addition to having fun while learning to play an instrument, orchestra students also perform at Busch 

Gardens in the spring and have a great time at the park following the performance.  

òI have been playing the violin for four years and 

wanted to improve even more. I really enjoy orches-

tra because the sounds of the instruments are beauti-

ful and give you the urge to play more and more. My 

favorite part of orchestra is that we have lots of 

teamwork which helps us learn how to communicate 

better with each other.ó  

~Elza Thomas, 7th  

 

 

Sinfonietta  

òI would recommend this class to any-

one with a love for music. You get to 

work with students your own age and 

play concerts. Right now weõre working 

on pieces with a holiday theme such as 

òSanta at the Symphony.ó Take this 

class and become a musician!ó 

 ~Jenny Della Santina, 7th  

String Ensemble/Concert Orchestra  

Students practice using the pizzicato or pluck-

ing technique as they practice their concert 

piece.  

Students practice for their winter con-
cert where they will show how much 
they have learned and improved over 
the course of the semester.  

Students in Sinfonietta are playing 

their Hanukkah music using the arco 

technique.  
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Length of course: Year  

Prerequisites for course: No prior 

band or music experience is required 

for participation in Beginning Band.   

Course Description: Beginning Band 

is offered to both 7th and 8th grade 

students.  With the help of the band 

teacher, students select an instru-

ment and use method books and 

sheet music to learn how to play the 

instrument.     

Course Highlights:  Beginning Band 

performs several times during the 

year. They perform at two school 

concerts per year, and they perform at the annual spring trip competition in  

Williamsburg, VA.   

Who should take this course:  Anyone who has an interest in playing a band instru-

ment and making music is encouraged to participate in Beginning Band!  

Benefits:  Having the skill to perform a 
musical instrument has been one of the 
most cherished accomplishments 
throughout history. Students who decide 
to learn to play an instrument can use 
this skill and knowledge for the rest of 
their lives. Music offers an exciting chal-
lenge to the student to take on responsi-
bility, hone problem solving skills, and 
strengthen their individual work ethic.  
Participation in band also builds team-
work and social skills within a wide and 
diverse social circle. Music builds self -
confidence, self -esteem and a sense of 
accomplishment. Continued participa-
tion into high school meets the fine arts 
graduation requirement.  
A word from the teacher:  Learning music 
is like learning a language, but one that 
is understood by everyone internation-
ally. It is a way to express emotions and 
thoughts without words and when words 
cannot easily describe our thoughts. It is 
remarkable to see a group of students 
work together and support each other 
to truly become one unit as a band. 
Everyone brings their own strengths and 
talents and together something magical 
is created. The thrill of performing for an 
audience and for ourselves is in many 
ways unmatched by any other experi-
ence.      
Homework requirements:  Home practic-
ing is integral to a studentõs success in 
band and regular practice is required.  
Home preparation is vital for successful 
concerts and occasional performance 
evaluations, as well as for continued 
individual improvement.  
Additional Info:  The spring music trip 
includes a day at Busch Gardens 
Amusement Park. Also, "the College En-
trance Examination Board says those 
who take more than four years of arts 
(such as music) score 34 points higher on 
the verbal portion of the SAT and 18 
points higher on the math portion than 
those who take less than a year." ( NEA 
Today , 1991.) 
 
Check us out on the web at:  
www.robinsonband.org  

The spring trip to Williamsburg for a com-

petition and a day at Busch Gardens is a 

great way for band, orchestra, and cho-

rus students to end a year of hard work.  

 

Length of course: Year  

Prerequisites for course: Prior 

band experience and a suc-

cessful audition are required for 

participation in Intermediate 

Band.  

Course Description: Intermedi-

ate Band is offered to both 7 th  

and 8 th  grade students. Stu-

dents participate in band re-

hearsals and work on advanc-

ing instrument and ensemble 

techniques through method 

books and sheet music.     

Course Highlights:  Intermediate 

Band performs several times 

during the year. They perform at 

two school concerts per year, and they perform at the annual spring trip competi-

tion in Williamsburg, VA.  Intermediate Band students are encouraged to partici-

pate in the District Solo and Ensemble Festival and also have the opportunity to 

audition for the Robinson MS Jazz Band, which meets once a week after school.  

Who should take this course:  Anyone who has had successful experience playing a 

band instrument for at least a year is encouraged to participate in Intermediate 

Band!  

 

òI took full year band because I have always loved music 

and I like to play the trombone. I am in Advanced Band. 

We learn different techniques and different scales that are 

included in our concerts. In band, the kids can be from any 

team so you get to make a lot of friends in your instrument 

section. This class is really helpful because you can learn a 

lot about your instrument and about the different music we 

play. Itõs such a great opportunity to really learn about mu-

sic and make lots of new friends. This class really helped me 

work on my playing skills.ó  ~Natalie Hessler, 8th  

Band members focus on hitting just the right notes 

as they practice a few days before the big winter 

concert.  

Beginning band percussionists warm up be-

fore class begins on a variety of instruments.  

Ram Band  

Cadet Band  



 

Robinson Secondary School   5 Electives Explorer, 2012-2013 

Length of course: Year  

Prerequisites for course: Prior band experience and a successful audition are required.  

Course Description: Advanced Band is made up of both 7th and 8th grade students.  

Students participate in band rehearsals and work on advancing instrument and en-

semble techniques through method books 

and sheet music.     

Course Highlights:  Advanced Band per-

forms several times during the year including: 

two to three school concerts, the District XI 

Band Festival, and at the annual spring trip 

competition in Williamsburg, VA.  Advanced 

Band students also have the opportunity to 

participate in the All -District Honor Band and 

the District Solo and Ensemble Festival.  Also, 

students from Advanced Band generally 

make up the majority of the Jazz Band, 

which meets once a week after school.  

Who should take this course:  Anyone who has had successful experience playing a 

band instrument for at least two years is encouraged to participate in an Advanced 

Band.  

Length of course:   Semester  
Prerequisites for course:   None  
Course Description:   Are you an aspiring garage 
band artist?   Do you want to try your hand at a 
few different instruments, but canõt decide? Are 
you curious to learn the hows and whys behind 
music composition for movies or television?  This is 
the class for you!    

Course Highlights:   Students will learn basic 
performance techniques on keyboard, guitar, 
and basic percussion instruments.  Course top-
ics include folk music, popular music, and clas-
sical music.    
Benefits:   Students who take this class will learn 
basic music literacy skills, as well as how to put 
those skills to use by writing their own mu-
sic. You can look forward to working in a col-
laborative environment while you explore dif-
ferent ways to listen to and make music.    
A word from the teacher:   Music Lab is a great 
opportunity for all middle school students to 
hone their creative skills in a school setting.  All 
levels of musical experience are welcome.  This 
is a great way to supplement your musical 
experience in a performing ensemble, and 
also a welcome creative outlet for all the non -
performers out there.  
Homework requirements:   There are few home-
work assignments; most work is done in class.  
Who should take this course :  Any student who 
enjoys music, wants to learn the basics of per-
forming on keyboard and guitar, and wants to 
explore some of the methods behind music 
composition.  

  

"Without band, it's just 

school!"  
~RBSS band student  

òAdvanced (or Symphonic 

Band) is fun for any music lover. If 

you take this class, you will do 

concerts, contests, and just have 

fun playing your instrument! I like 

that Advanced Band teaches 

you more music than the other 

bands. You will love music for the 

rest of your life if you like this 

class!ó ~Joseph Minus, 7th  

òJoining Symphonic Band is a great way to 

become a better musician . In band, we play 

interesting music, compete in competitions, 

and play in concerts. At the end of the year, 

all of the bands get to go to Busch Gardens 

to perform in front of judges and go on the 

rides for a whole school day! Band is also a 

cool opportunity to hang out with your 

friends, express yourself, and just have fun.ó   

~Caroline Dunbar, 8th  

òMusic Lab is a new 

course designed to give 

students a wide variety of 

music experiences includ-

ing guitar and key-

boards.ó  

~Mr. Horanski,  

Music Teacher  

Trumpet  players practice their music 

during class to prepare for an upcom-

ing concert.  

 

Students will be actively involved in music 

through listening, playing instruments, moving, 

and improvising.  

Students in band enjoy working to-

gether as a team and participating in 

multiple concerts per year.  

Concert and Symphonic Band  
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Length of course:  Semester  
Prerequisites for course: None. 
Open to 7 th and 8 th graders.  
Course Description:  Students 
in Art Foundations explore 
techniques and art processes 
such as drawing, painting, 
sculpture, and printmaking.  
Course Highlights:  Projects 
range from painting tee shirts, 
to drawing people and ani-
mals, to writing comic books, 
to creating clay sculptures.  
Benefits:  A fun way to learn 
new skills.   Foundations artists 
often explore topics studied in 
other classes, like endangered 
animals, global warming, and 
drawing to illustrate poems 
written by other students or 

themselves.  Eve-
ryone can suc-
ceed in art!  
A word from the 
teacher:  We are 
òhands-onó and 
learn by doing! 
Come join us!  
Homework re-
quirements:  
None   
Who should take 
this course:  Any-
one!  This elective 
will foster individ-
ual creativity and teach lots of 
hands -on art skills. 
Additional Info:  Art work is 
displayed throughout the 
school during the year.  

Length of course:   Semester or Year  
Prerequisites for course:  For the semester  class, students must 
have completed the Foundations course. The all -year  course is 
only  open to students who have completed Art Foundations 
with at least a grade of B.  
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of learning 
initiated in Art Foundations and is geared toward serious artists 
who wish to be challenged technically and creatively. Students 
study art techniques and processes and create their own 
unique art projects.  
Course Highlights:  Students in Art Extensions enjoy drawing peo-
ple and fantasy pictures using media like charcoal and pastels. 

Other projects include large sculptures, bookmaking, and 
crafts like weaving, macramé, and clay. More advanced 
painting skills in watercolor and acrylic are also introduced.  
Benefits:  Enjoy hands -on learning that uses skills from core 
classes in fun ways. This is a class with no limits to what students 
can learn and achieve in art.  
A word from the teacher:  Art Extensions is a good course for 
focused students who are seriously committed to learning 
many art skills and techniques in a fun way.  
Homework requirements:  Very little.  
Who should take this course:  Students who seriously like art and 
are interested in continuing to learn new techniques and proc-
esses with other students who share their passion for art should 
consider Art Extensions.  
Additional Info:  Itõs fun! And we take two field trips to museums 
during the year!!!!  

 

Length of course:    
Semester  
Prerequisites for course:  for seventh 
graders, Art Foundations is required, 
but Foundations can be taken first 
or second semester in conjunction 
with this class.  For eighth graders, 
Foundations is not required.  
Course Description : 3-D Exploration 
Art students work in 3 -d drawing 
skills, clay, sculpture, crafts, and 
architecture.  
Course Highlights:  This is a hands-on, 
fast-moving, fun class making every-
thing from 4 -foot tall paper mache 

sculptures to designing jewelry and wearable art like tee shirts.  
Benefits:  Uses skills from the core classes in fun ways.  
A word from the teacher:  Intro ògradsó and beginning 8th grade 
artists are welcome and encouraged to have some really crea-
tive fun with us!!!!  We do all kinds of 3 -d art and drawing, itõs 
never boring!  
Who should take this course: Students who like art and are in-
terested in continuing to learn new sculpture techniques and 
processes should consider this elective.  
Additional Info:  Will take a field trip in the spring to the 
Hirshhorn Museum of Art in Washington, DC!  

ò3-D Art is great! In this class you will learn to 

shade shapes, to create different things with 

cardboard, and to use your creativity. The pro-

jects are really fun and the class has been a 

great experience for me.ó  

~Monique Gagnon, 7th  

3-D Art Exploration is similar to Art Ex-

tensions. Students draw, paint and 

work with clay.  

òArt Foundations is so much fun because you 
get to be as creative as you want to be. We 
learn to use shading in our drawings to make 
them more realistic and even get to paint one 
of our drawings. We use a lot of different tools 
to make whatever weõre doing look amazing. 
Exploring different ways to make to make a 
drawing look awesome is one of my favorite 
things about this class. Some tools we use are shading stumps 
and ebony pencils. Even if youõre not a great artist, you should 
take this class. I wasnõt that good when I started, but I got 
much better. You can really improve your artwork by taking this 
class.ó ~Stephanie Parella, 7th  

  

òI love Art Extensions because I get to do 

something that I really enjoy which is draw-

ing and creating wonderful masterpieces. 

Some projects we have done this year are 

self portrait boxes and we drew with char-

coal. It is really easy and fun to shade with 

charcoal.  One of the coolest parts of this 

class is that we get all get a sketch book at 

the beginning of the year to keep and we 

draw whatever we feel like in it.  The class is really relaxed and 

laid back. I get to express myself through art.ó ~Marco Sosa, 8th  

Students work on 

cardboard sculp-

tures that reflect 

their personalities. 

They used spray 

paint to color the 

cardboard and 

highlight the edges. 

Final projects were 

displayed in the art 

center.  
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Length of course :  Semester  
Prerequisites for course:   For seventh 
graders, Art Foundations is required, 
but Foundations can be taken first or 
second semester in conjunction with 
this class.  For eighth graders, Foun-
dations is not required.  
Course Description:   Students are 
introduced to the use of the com-
puter as a production tool for creat-
ing original artwork.  
Course Highlights:   Computers in Art 
involves student learners in both 
hands on art processes as well as 
showing students how an art proc-
ess/product translates into digital 
(computer) art work.  

Benefits:   A really fun way to see how 
computers are changing the world of 
art!!!!  
A word from the teacher:  This course 
offers students an opportunity to learn 
about the many career paths artists 
have available to them through com-
puters.  
Homework requirements:   Occasional 
picture taking at home with personal or 
school camera.  
Who should take this course:   Anyone 
who likes computers and wants to 
learn about graphic design, cartoons, 
and claymation.  
Additional Info:  Adobe Photoshop, 
Windows MovieMaker, and Adobe 
Illustrator are all used in Computers in 
Art.  We have our own laptop lab in 
middle school art!!!  

 

Length of course:    
Semester  
Prerequisites for course:  None  
Course Description:  Check out the 
world languages Robinson offers 
before choosing yours! This semester 
class teaches students about the 
Latin, French, Spanish, German, and 
Chinese languages and cultures.   
Course Highlights:   Students in IFL 
willé 

¶ Enjoy hands -on activities and cre-
ate projects based on language 
and culture.   

¶ Have conversations with friends in 
a different language.   
Benefits:   Learn about different lan-
guages before deciding on which 

language you will study in the future.   
A word from the teacher:  Learn about the traditions, food, his-
tory, sports, and people from the many countries who use 
these languages. This course offers an opportunity for students 
to òtry outó different languages and also introduces students to 
the basic steps and study habits that are necessary to learning 
a world language.  
Who should take this course:  Students who enjoy studying 
other cultures, and those who are unsure of which language to 
study in the future would benefit from this elective.  

 

Students participate in 

many hands on activities 

while learning about 

other cultures.  

òIFL is probably one of my favorite classes 
this semester. I decided to take this class 
because Iõve always wanted to learn a new 
language and this class helps you to decide 
which one you might like to take. For each 
language we study, we receive a packet to 
complete. We learn basic phrases, all about 
the culture, sometimes complete an art 
project, and often watch a movie that re-
lates to the language being studied. For 

Latin we made mosaics and completed and activity about the 
Pandoraõs box myth that was a lot of fun. If you arenõt sure 
which language to take, this is a good elective to take.ó  
~Alex Heflin, 7th  

Length of course:    
Semester  
Prerequisites for course:   
Recommendation of 
elementary/middle 
school counselor.  
Course Description:  This 
is a course designed for 
those students who 
enjoy relating to their 
peers and being in-
volved in school life. It 
includes learning com-
munication techniques, 
conflict resolutions, 

mediation skills, and leadership training.  
Course Highlights:   After mediation training, students in this 
course can help students resolve conflicts at school. They also 
enjoy serving as guides on Back to School Night, Electives Expo 

night, and at the rising 7th grade 
visits in the spring.  
Benefits:   Peer Mediation is a fun 
way to learn and practice really 
useful skills. You will be able to 
communicate your views without 
hurting others.  You will learn  how 
to turn a conflict into a win -win 
situation.  
A word from the teacher:   Take this 
course if you really like people and 
get along well with othersé or 
want to learn how to.  
Homework requirements:  Very 
little.  
Who should take this course:   Any-
one wanting to learn better com-
munication skills and help their 
peers. Students should respect 
their school and its policies. They 
should see themselves as leaders 
and want to help others.  

 òPeer Me-
diation is a 
class that 
takes cour-
age and 
responsibil-
ity. This 
class teaches you leader-
ship and how to communi-
cate verbally and nonver-
bally. On Fridays, you will 
do situation cards where 
you will have to find a 
solution to a problem, a 
problem related to  a sub-
ject you are studying in 
class, not a math problem. 
You will also be taught 
how to read body lan-
guage and use it as well.ó  
~Parish Dennis, 8th  

òCom-

puters in 

Art is an 

elective 

that 

really 

shows 

you how to be creative. 

Two of the projects are 

creating your own logo 

and creating your own 

comic. We have learned 

to use Adobe Illustrator 

and Adobe Photoshop.ó 

~Eli Kern, 8th 

Students use skills learned in class as 

they work together to build a city out 

of marshmallows and toothpicks.  

Students in Computers 

in Art will develop a 

strong foundation in 

Adobe Creative Suite 

Programs.  




