Dear parents/guardians and prospective Speech Communications students,

I'm thrilled that you are interested in learning more about Speech Communications, an exciting elective
opportunity here at Robinson Secondary! This class is open to students in grades 9 through 12. Students who
have an interest in public speaking or want to improve their speaking and presentation skills would benefit from
this course. Students with an interest in politics, law, or theatre arts would also benefit from this course. Really,
EVERY student will benefit from this course! By taking Speech Communications, students will become more
confident speakers, which will serve them well in the rest of their high school classes and in their life beyond high
school!

In the course, we focus on the “basics” of good speaking skills and students practice with a variety of ac-
tivities and presentations. Students also learn debate skills. Additionally, the course helps students enhance their
writing abilities as they write their own speeches, and students increase their knowledge of current events and
analysis of issues in today’s world. Students should understand that they should want to be in the class if they sign
up and they should be committed to the course work and expectations. The class will require work and dedica-
tion, but it is also a lot of fun and students will improve their skills!

Students in the class have opportunities to compete in tournaments with Robinson’s growing (and award-
winning!) Speech & Debate Team. Students do not have to be on the Speech & Debate Team in order to take the
class, nor will they have to join the team, although they are welcome to do so if they like!

Please let me know if you have any questions about the course. E-mail me at JKFulton@fcps.edu, or stop by
and see me in room C108.

Sincerely,

Robinson Secondary School
English 10, IB English I, Speech Communications


mailto:JKFulton@fcps.edu

To all prospective Speech Communications students,

Il am proud to say that 1 6m part of the Robinson Al umgityRenow
flecting back to ninth grade, I can proudly say that [ was a very pathetic public speaker. I was one of the people who actually got really nervous
talking in front of a class, which was easily shown in my presentations with my low volume, uncontrollable fidgeting, and shaky voice. Further-
more, it was evident when teachers caught onto my pattern of not being in class when we had been originally assigned presentations. The reason I
took Speech Communications was originally because a r¢pesefation o f
was like any other presentation I had done in the past: very low volume, uncontrollable fidgeting, and an extremely shaky delivery of words. The
beauty of the way the class works is that you will automatically get more and more comfortable presenting in front of the same group of people
over ti me. It is definitely not an easy OA, 6 but udetbdoiosrduadiliver y
gence. The class features a very warm environment of students and an extremely nice and committed teacher. You are video taped every presenta-
tion, which is solely for your own viewing and critiquing purposes, not for anyone else or even to go on YouTube! Following every presentation,
your peers will give helpful suggestions. These suggestions help because they make you aware of your weak points in public speaking and allow
you to overcome those over time.

Midway through my senior year, [ was presented with an opportunity to go to Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and was inter-
viewed for an internship position for the summer of 2010. Expecting only a face-to-face interview with another individual for about 20 minutes, I
went in confident; turns out I was totally out of my mind to have gone in with that mindset! About twelve different individuals interviewed me for
about two and a half hours. It definitely took a lot of nerve and confidence to stand up and be responsive to such an interview. In another instance, |
got the opportunity to be interviewed for a scholarship at Virginia Commonwealth University; little did I know that taking a Speech Communica-
tions course was going to make me strong enough in communicating my ideas to score a full ride to Virginia Commonwealth University. I owe a
lot for having the opportunity to take this course and be able to strengthen my public speaking skills.

It meant a lot to me that I took this class and helped myself get better at communicating my ideas better in front of others. In fact, that is
part of a major reason I am writing this letter to anyone who has made it this far into my letter and is interested in taking this course. I want every-
one to realize that you need to be able to speak in the real world. You need to get your ideas and thoughts across to your peers, interviewees, co-
wor kers, supervisors, class etc. You need to be ab]l medtomactcepuhimu n
lic speaking if you are not already born with that talent, and most of us are not. This class gives you the perfect opportunity. You get to work with
your own peers and you get to present in front of the same group of people over and over again helping you build the foundation and get comfort-
able enough to be able to present or get your i dataBhisdassredlgis t 0
spired me to come back to Robinson and share my experience and give insight to students thinking about courses for next year. You really do come
away with a lot of positive gains by taking this course. I sure do hope I managed to convey that in this letter to anyone reading this!

Good luck to all of you!

Sincerely,
Preet Bedi



Student Testimonials: T “Iloved this class. I thought it was going to

Her eds what previ ous bedoping e viasit haphelped e to
said about the class: bea more Comfortable, fzonfldent speaker:

1 “You will use the skills in your everyday life

1 “Constantly speaking in front of the class has no matter what you are going to do in the

made me more confident and comfortable. I

will use the skills for the rest of my life. Being future-. ‘
able to speak well is an essential skill that I “Talking to others lsn’ta hassle anymore. |
every high school student must know. It will won't hesitate to give a presentation in
help them convey ideas and facts.” fronF of an a'ludience‘ if I have to. Besides, my

f  “My confidence has definitely improved and confidence in speaking has gotten to the
the course has prepared me for the future.” point where [ am no longer nervous or

1 “The class will help students with every part afraid to speak in front of others.

. of their life, whether now in high school, in 1 “Inour present world, it is very important
Robinsonds Speech and Debat eotHefctidbes, Wraaser if thdirkagefrs”0 vV € 1|- to be able to speak and speak well.”

all 08/09season champion for the small team division q
of the Northern Virginia Forensics League and our
growing team has continued to meet success! Above is

“Mrs. Fulton is really energetic and I “I'wishIcould take this class again!”
enthusiastic about this class. Her efforts are

a group shot from a fall| o0 d¢onagoysapdechathepsinvoliqdy gent s | i m>peech C_Om':nunlcatlons _WIH require
Speech Communications may wish to apply the skills | 1 “lam better able to argue and prove my work, dedication, and a will and
they are working on and participate with point.” desire to improve your skills. BUT, the
Speech & Debate Team. 1 “I'velearned how to present myself in a more

course is a lot of fun and youwvi//
improve both your skills and your
confidence!

professional way.”

“I learned a lot from this class and it was
funl”

Speech Communications is
open to students in
grades 912.

“This is the one class that I can say I will use I lor th
every day.” Tell your counselor that you want to

“The class builds your confidence Sign up fc_)r S_peeCh
tremendously.” Communications!
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The course satisfies the Need more information?
graduation requirements for a 1 Stop by C108 and speak with
credit in fine and practical arts. Mrs. Fulton.

1 Email JKFulton®@fcps.edu

¢ Talk with current and former class

members and Speech & Debate
Team members.

Look inside for more
information about the course
and how it can help YOU!




In Speech Communications,

you will:

1 Build your confidence

1 Learn and practice
effective communication
skills that will help you
throughout your life

1 Participate in a variety of
speech activities

1 Write your own speeches
about topics you care
about

1 Learn how to think about
and argue both sides of an
issue

1 Improve your writing
skills

1 Increase your knowledge
about current events

1 Have opportunities to
compete with Robinson’s
growing and award-
winning Speech & Debate
Team

1 Have fun!

Y - Y

Top 10 Reasons to Take Speech

Communications:

10. Prepare to compete with Robinson’s
growing and award-winning Speech &
Debate Team.

9. Speech & Debate looks GREAT on
college applications!

8. Do you participate in drama? The
class provides another chance for you
to practice your skills!

7. Get a grade just for expressing your
opinions!

6. Prepare for careers in law, politics,
business, education, and many more!

5. The course fulfills the graduation
requirement for a credit in fine and
practical arts.

4. Develop friendships with classmates
based on mutual respect and diversity!

3. Learn to think about and argue both
sides of an issue! Participate in a variety

of speech activities.

2. Enjoy the thrill of competition
DURING school hours!

1.I's FUN!

SPEECH
COMMUNICATIONS

Do you want to become a
stronger, more confident
speaker

By taking Speech
Communications, you will
become a more confident sp
You will learn skills that wil
help you in your other high s
classes as well as in your
beyond high school.

eaker.
I
chool
life




