Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 10t Graders

Our rising 10th graders are encouraged to read regularly and often throughout the summer
but are required to return to school in the fall with a prepared assignment on one book.

Choosing books: A student’s main goal for choosing summer reading books is interest.
Students may select any book regardless of genre but should the book should be suitable for
the student’s reading level, speed, and age and be a book the student has not previously read.
You may wish, but are not required, to select a title from the list of high-interest books for
young adults recommended by Robinson’s English 10 teachers and provided on the reverse
side of this sheet.

Written Assignment: Based on one book you've read over the summer, write a literary
letter to your new 10t grade English teacher which includes all of the following:

# Tell your teacher about YOU as a reader. What is your experience with books? How often
do you read? What do you like to read? What is the best book you have read?

i Briefly give a summary of the best book you read this summer and discuss the main
conflicts.

# What do you know about one or two of the main characters and how do you know it? Give
examples from the book that have helped you to know what the characters are like.

# Discuss connections to the real world or your personal experience. What does the book
show you about human nature and behavior?

Guidelines: This letter must be_typed and brought to English class on the first day of class.
Each of the previous topics should take about a paragraph so the letter should be at least four
paragraphs and one or two pages double spaced.

Parents — It is imperative that you are involved in the choosing of your student’s summer
reading selection. Not only will students take the assignment more seriously with your
support, but your involvement will also help to ensure that the content and reading level of
the text falls in line with what you feel is appropriate for your child, as there is always the
possibility that the provided reading suggestions may not align with your standards.

Flip for suggestions from Robinson's English 1o-teachers!

Or check out the following websites that offer additional book lists:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/goodreading.htm

http://www.greatbooks.org
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/outstandingbooks/outstandingbooks.htm
http://www.teenreads.com/index.asp




SPORTS I
Crackback, by John Coy
Always a starter on his high school football team, Miles changes
his life’s direction after a new coach takes over.

It's Not About the Bike, by Lance Armstrong

This story of the famed multiple winner of the Tour de France
bicycle race explores Armstrong’s grueling trip back to
championship riding after nearly dying of cancer.

Knights of the Hill Country, by Tim Tharp
Teachers don't recognize his smarts, he struggles with his
mothers unsuccessful romantic relationships, and he is unsure

of himself around girls, but when senior football star Hampton
\%en is on the field, everything clicks. /

/ ACTION/ADVENTURE

Into Thin Air, by John Krakauer

What's it like to climb Mount Everest? Find out in this first-hand
account of the deadliest climbing season in history.

Shift, by Jennifer Bradbury
Bradbury's keen details about the bike trip, the places, the weather,
the food, the camping, and the locals add wonderful texture to this

exciting novel, as Chris remembers the trip and returns to find out
what really happened.

MEMOIR N\
Angela’s Ashes, by Frank McCourt
The author recounts his desperately poor early years and many
personal tragedies, but manages to make this book about his
childhood funny and uplifting, leaving readers laughing out loud.

Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member, by
Sanyika Shakur — Beginning at age 11 as a Crip, Shakur shows
the reader the harsh realities and consequences of life in a gang.

The Freedom Writer's Diary, by Zlata Filipovic
Cut from the same mold as Dangerous Minds, this story is about

4 MYSTERY/THRILLER N\
The Hound of the Baskervilles, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Join Sherlock Holmes to discover the truth behind the legend of a
supernatural beast haunting the moors of the Baskerville estate.

Trigger, by Susan Vaught

Jersey Hatch returns home after a year in a brain-injury treatment
center. Having no memory of the event, Jersey has been informed
that he shot himself in the head. He is compelled to confirm through

those around him that he really pulled the trigger and to discover why.

The Lovely Bones, by Alice Sebold
When we first meet Susie Salmon, she is already in heaven. As she
looks down from this strange new place, she tells us, in the fresh and

\iirited voice of a fourteen-year-old girl, a tale that is both hauntiy
d
COMING OF AGE

full of hooe.
Whirligig, by Paul Fleischman \

Drunk, furious, and unable to deal with public humiliation, Brent tries
to kill himself on his way home, but his reckless driving kills a stranger
instead. Tormented by guilt and longing to make some restitution, his
life is transformed by fulfilling the request of the girl's mother.

Luna, by Julie Anne Peters

Two stories in this groundbreaking novel--one about Regan, and the
other about Liam, Regan's transgender brother, who is the son his
father expects by day but a young woman, Luna, by night.

Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz Ryan

Esperanza's expectation that her 13th birthday will be celebrated with
all the material pleasures and folk elements of her previous years is
shattered when her father is murdered by bandits. Now Esperanza
must remake herself in a new country and a new social class.

A Northern Light, by Jennifer Donnelly

Struggling to heal from her mother’s death, and desperately trying to
escape her poverty-stricken existence, Mattie finds herself holding the
key to unraveling the mystery of a girl's death, and the disappearance

the outsider teacher who isn't supposed to last a month, who
@es in and rebuilds a class with tough love and hard work.

of her lover. /

/ LIFE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES
Reading Lolita in Tehran, by Azar Nafisi

Most American students may read any book they wish, but that’s not the case everywhere in the world.
Azar Nafisi secretly gathered seven students to read forbidden Western classics over a two year period. This account celebrates the

liberating power of literature.
Memoirs of a Geisha, by Arthur Golden
kimono, tea ceremony, and forbidden love.

Forgotten Fire, by Adam Bagdasarian
Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe
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In the Islamic Republic of Iran,

This fictional story follows Sayuri from her impoverished childhood to her rise as Japan 's most celebrated geisha and her world of

During the Turkish genocide of 1915, a boy from a well-respected family from, is stripped of everything simply because he is Armenian.

An unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and after the coming of colonialism. Achebe sketches the world of Nigeria after
the coming of colonialism in which violence, war, and suffering exist, but are balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual, and social

eout the followmg websites that offer additional book lists:

Xy Riverbend, the pseudonym of a young woman in Baghdad, reveal her attempts to live a normal life in a

books/outstandingbooks.htm

\ttp ://www.teenreads.com/index.asp
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~~~some of the brief synopses were taken from

Amazon.com and other suggested reading lists~~~



