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Purpose

The data in this report were collected as part of the 1996-97 Annual School Report which is required by the Virginia Department

“of

Education. This report on student retentions provides information to support the management of Fairfax County Public Schools.
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SUMMARY

Retentions for the 1996-97 school year were 2.28 percent of the student end-of-year membership excluding special
education centers, Instructional Services alternative centers, Student Services alternative centers, Family and Early
Childhood Education (FECEP), preschool, Literacy Program (LP) and postgraduate students. The 1996-97 retention
rate is a decrease of 0.03 percentage points over the past five years.

At the elementary level, K-6, the county retention rates ranged from 0.09 percent in fifth grade to 1.19 percent in first
grade. See Table I, page 5.

At the middle school level, 6-8, county retention rate, by grade level, was 2.92 percent for sixth grade, 4.76 percent
for seventh grade, and 3.88 percent for eighth grade. See Table 1, page 5.

At the high school level, 9-12 , county retention rates ranged from 3.13 percent for tenth grade to 6.64 percent for
ninth grade. See Table |, page 5.

The median retention rate for elementary schools was 0.41 percent. Retentions rates among elementary schools
ranged from 0.00 percent to 2.82 percent. See Table Il, pages 6-10.

The median retention rate for middle schools was 3.66 percent. Retention rates among middle schools ranged from
0.38 percent to 15.79 percent. See Table Ill, page 11.

The median retention rate for high schools was 4.33 percent. Retention rates among high schools ranged from 0.00
percent to 23.08 percent. See Table IV, page 12.

The percentage of 1996-97 retained students who attended summer school was 46.4. Of these students 62.58
percent were promoted the following year or graduated from summer school. See Table V, page 13.
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Five-Year History of Retention Rates by Level

99596 1996-97
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