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Purpose

The data in this report were collected as part of the Report of Dropouts 1995-96 School Year Through Summer 1996 which is required
by the Virginia Department of Education. This report provides information to support management of Fairfax County Public Schools.
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INTRODUCTION

The Virginia Department of Education defines a dropout as a student who leaves school for any reason other than promotion, transfer to another
school, death, or graduation and fails to return to school. For the purposes of this report, alternative education includes secondary students who
require an alternative education program and adult education students.

REPORTING METHODOLOGY OVERVIEW
Definition of a Dropout and Dropout Rate

Dropouts are identified from the student population that includes all students in grades 7 through 12; elementary special education students in
self-contained classrooms who were 12 years of age or older as of January 1, 1996; and adult education students who were less than 20 years of
age as of August 1, 1995. The reporting requirement includes regular-term dropouts and summer dropouts.

A regular-term dronout is a student who leaves school for any reason other than promotion, transfer to another school, death,
or graduation and fails to return to school by the last day of the regular school year. A student who satisfies this definition but
successfully completes summer school is removed from the regular-term dropout status.

A summer dropout is a student who is in membership on the last day of the regular school year, but fails to return to school by
October 31, of the following year for any reason other than transfer to another school, death, or graduation. Also, a regular-term
dropout who successfully completes summer school but fails to return to school by October 31 for any reason other than transter
to another school, death, or graduation is reported as a summer dropout.

The dropout rate is the number of dropouts (regular-term and summer) expressed as a percentage of the sum of the end-of-year membership and
the regular-term dropouts.



Reason Categories for Dropouts
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The reason categories for dropouts are the seven defined by the Virginia Department of Education.

Reason Categories

Description

Achievement Problems

Behavioral Difficulties

Employment

Family
Financial Hardship
Health Problems

Moved, Current Status Unknown

Low achievement, low motivation, low interest, etc.

Suspension or expulsion, incarceration, runaway,
truancy, poor relationships with peers or adults, etc.

Took a job, joined armed forces, entered Job Corps or
similar program, etc.

Pregnancy, parenthood, marriage, needed at home, etc.
Extreme poverty, working to support self or family, etc.
Physical or mental illness, injury, substance abuse, etc.
No longer resides in the area and current status

is unknown after appropriate investigation by the
attendance officer.
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SUMMARY

Fairfax County Public Schools reported 1,654 dropouts during the 1995-96 dropout period. This represents 2.54% percent of 1995-96
year-end membership plus 1995-96 regular-term dropouts. See Table IV.

The dropout rate increased 0.25 percentage points from last year, from 2.29 percent in 1994-95 to 2.54 percent in 1995-96.
See Table IV.

Figure 1 displays a four-year comparison, i.e., from 1992-93 through 1995-96, of dropout rates by program.

Figure 1
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Dropout rates by ethnic categories are as follows: American Indian/Alaskan Native (5.3%); Asian/Pacific Islander (2.1%); Black
(4.5%), Hispanic (6.2%); Multiracial (3.2%); Undesignated (1.8%); White (1.7%). See Tables 1l and VIIL
The female dropout rate (2.0%) is 1.0 percentage points lower than the male dropout rate (3.0%). See Table 111.

The majority of dropouts (77.1%) discontinue school because they moved-status unknown, behavioral difficulties, or achievement
problems. See Tables V, VI and VIL

Figure 2 displays the percentage of 1994-95 Fairfax County Public School dropouts who were dropouts in previous years.
See Table XI.
Figure 2
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Figure 3 displays the percentage of 1994-95 Fairfax County Public School dropouts who returned to school for 1995-96. Of the 835
high school dropouts in 1994-95, 28.4% (or 237) students returned to school in the following year. See Table XII.

Figure 3

Percentage of 1994-95 Dropouts Who Returned in 1995-96

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

High Middle Alternative Special Ed
Education Ctrs &
Elem



High School
Middle School

Alternative Education
Centers

TABLE I
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM

- Summer Total 95-96 Year-End
‘ Membership Plus

- Number Rate Number Rate Regular-Term

Dropouts

665 1.7% 157 0.4% 822 2.1% 38,495
81 0.4% 18 0.1% 99 0.5% 21,779
533 22.0% 155 6.4% 688 28.3% 2,428
37 4.3% 6 0.7% 43 4.9% 870
1 0.1% 1 0.1% 2 0.1% 1,616
1,317 2.0% 337 0.5% 1,654 2.5% 65,188
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TABLE 11
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND ETHNIC GROUP

95-96

5.7% 87| 97 1.7% 5,702 | 154 3.8% 4,027 | 204 5.9% 3,469 5.0% 60 0.0% 20 1359 14% 25,130 | 822 2.1% 38,495
04% 3,055] 25 1.0% 2465| 18 09% 1,920 0.0% 47 4.0% 251 4 03% 14,224 99 0.5% 21,779
19.3% 488 | 137 36.5% 375|162 23.5% 688 5.6% 18 0.0% 21291 34.4% 845 | 688 283% 2428
1.7% 60 6 37% 164 6 4.6% 130 0 0.0% 3130 59% 507 43 49% 870
0.0% 315 0 00% 68 0 0.0% 71 0.0% 1 0.0% 7 2 02% 1,152 2 0.1% 1l6l6
21% 9,620 1322 45% 17,099 |390 6.2% 6,278 32% 126 1.8% 571726 17% 41,858 {1,654 2.5% 65,188
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TABLE 111
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND GENDER

2.6%

2.1%

37 0.4% 10,547 62 0.6% 11,232 99 05% 21,779

269  265% 1,015 419 297% 1,413 688 283% 2,428

18 6.3% 286 25 4.3% 584 43 4.9% 870

0 0.0% 704 2 0.2% 912 2 0.1% 1,616

640 20% 31,513 | 1,014 3.0% 33,675 | 1,654 2.5% 65,188

Mcmbership plus Regular-Term Dropouts






