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Purpose 
The data in this report were collected as part of the Report of Dropouts 2001-02 School Year, which is required by the 
Virginia Department of Education.  This report provides information to support management of Fairfax County Public 
Schools. 
 
Contents  Page 
 
 Introduction........................................................................................................................................................................2 
 Reporting Methodology ....................................................................................................................................................2 

Definition of a Dropout and Dropout Rate.................................................................................................................2 
Dropout Reasons.......................................................................................................................................................3 

 Summary ...........................................................................................................................................................................4 
 
 List of Tables 

 Table I Dropouts by Program .........................................................................................................................5 
 Table II Dropouts by Program and Ethnic Group............................................................................................6 
 Table III Dropouts by Program and Gender .....................................................................................................7 
Table IV Two-Year Comparison of Dropouts by Program................................................................................8 
Table V Dropouts by Reason and Program.....................................................................................................9 

..........................................................10 

..........................................................11 
ools ..................................................12 
..........................................................14 
..........................................................16 
dle Schools......................................18 
le Schools .......................................20 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS    	  FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 
Table VI Dropouts by Reason and Ethnic Group .................................
Table VII Dropouts by Reason and Gender ..........................................
Table VIII Dropouts by School and Ethnic Group: High and Middle Sch
Table IX Dropouts by School and Gender: High and Middle Schools .
Table X Dropouts by School and Reason: High and Middle Schools.
Table XI Two-Year Comparison of Dropouts by School: High and Mid
Table XII 2000-01 Dropouts Who Returned in 2001-02: High and Midd

       
Date of Publication 
    June 2003 

�  DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  �   



2 
2001-02 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

The Virginia Department of Education defines a dropout as a student who leaves school for any reason other than promotion, transfer to 
another school, death, or graduation, and fails to return to school by October 1 of the following school year.  For the purposes of this report, 
alternative education includes adult students as well as secondary students who require an alternative education program. 
 
Inquiries regarding this report can be directed to the Office of Customer Products and Services at 703-329-7727. 
 
�
 

REPORTING METHODOLOGY 
 
 

Definition of a Dropout and Dropout Rate 
 
Dropouts are identified from the student population that includes all students in grades 7 through 12, LP students, and adult education 
students who were less than 20 years of age.  The reporting requirement includes regular-term dropouts and summer dropouts. 
 
 A regular-term dropout is a student who leaves school before the last day of the regular school year for any reason other than 

promotion, transfer to another school, death, or graduation, and fails to return to school by October 1 of the following school year.   
 
 A summer dropout is a student who was in membership on the last day of the previous school year, but fails to return to school by 

October 1 of the following school year for any reason other than transfer to another school, death, or graduation.  These students are 
counted as dropouts for the grade, school, and year in which they fail to return to school.  For example, a student who completes 
grade 10 in 2000-01 but fails to return to school by October 1, 2001, will be reported as a grade 11 dropout in 2001-02 for the school in 
which he or she intended to enroll.     

 
The dropout rate is the total number of dropouts (regular-term and summer) expressed as a percentage of fall membership, which is the count 
of students in membership on the last day in September. 
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Dropout Reasons 
 
The Virginia Department of Education defines seven dropout reasons.   
 
 
 Dropout Reasons Description         
                                                             
 Achievement Problems Low achievement, low motivation, low interest, etc. 
  
 Behavioral Difficulties Suspension or expulsion, incarceration, runaway,  
    truancy, poor relationships with peers or adults, etc. 
 
 Employment Took a job, joined armed forces, entered Job Corps or 
    similar program, etc. 
 
 Family Pregnancy, parenthood, marriage, needed at home, etc. 
 
 Financial Hardship Extreme poverty, working to support self or family, etc. 
 
 Health Problems Physical or mental illness, injury, substance abuse, etc. 
 
 Moved, Current Status Unknown No longer resides in the area and current status  
    is unknown after appropriate investigation by the  
    attendance officer. 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
• Fairfax County Public Schools reported 1,409 dropouts during the 2001-02 school year.  This represents 1.9 percent of the 2001-02 

fall membership for grades 7-12 and LP.  Dropout rates by program (Table I) are as follows: 
 

Program Dropout Rate 

High Schools 1.3% 
Middle Schools 0.3% 

Alternative Education Centers 35.7% 

Special Education Centers  7.5% 
 
• Dropout rates by ethnic group (Table II) are as follows:   
 

Ethnic Group Dropout Rate 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 4.9% 
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.6% 

Black  3.2%

Hispanic  4.9%

Multiracial  1.6%

Undesignated  0.0%

White  1.1%
 
• The female dropout rate (1.5%) is 0.7 percentage points lower than the male dropout rate (2.2%).  See Table III.  
 
• The majority of dropouts (90.9%) discontinue school due to the following reasons: achievement problems, moved with status unknown, 

employment, and behavioral difficulties.  See Table V. 
 
• At the high schools, dropout rates ranged from 0.0 percent to 3.0 percent.  At the middle schools, dropout rates ranged from 0.0 

percent to 1.6 percent.  See Table VIII. 
 
• Of the 721 high school dropouts in 2000-01, 15.5 percent (112 students) returned to school in the following year.  See Table XII. 
  �
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2001-02

Number Rate  Number Rate  Number Rate  Fall Membership

High Schools 338 0.7% 287 0.6% 625 1.3% 47,320   

Middle Schools 21 0.1% 63 0.3% 84 0.3% 24,689   

Alternative Education Centers 495 26.6% 170 9.1% 665 35.7% 1,864   
 

Special Education Centers 30 6.5% 5 1.1% 35 7.5% 464   

TOTAL 884 1.2% 525 0.7% 1,409 1.9% 74,337   

Total

DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM
TABLE I

Regular-Term Summer
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No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem*

 High Schools 2 1.6% 123 101 1.3% 7,893 105 2.2% 4,805 203 3.7% 5,478 6 0.9% 646 0 0.0% 63 208 0.7% 28,312 625 1.3% 47,320 

 Middle Schools 0 0.0% 52 12 0.3% 3,908 13 0.5% 2,731 26 0.8% 3,197 4 0.8% 523 0 0.0% 45 29 0.2% 14,233 84 0.3% 24,689 

 Alternative
 Education Centers 7 87.5% 8 81 26.5% 306 128 43.4% 295 222 30.7% 722 9 52.9% 17 0 0.0% 2 218 42.4% 514 665 35.7% 1,864 

 Special 
 Education Centers 0 0 0 0.0% 31 7 7.0% 100 7 15.2% 46 0 0.0% 6 0 0.0% 1 21 7.5% 280 35 7.5% 464 

TOTAL 9 4.9% 183 194 1.6% 12,138 253 3.2% 7,931 458 4.9% 9,443 19 1.6% 1,192 0 0.0% 111 476 1.1% 43,339 1,409 1.9% 74,337 

Pacific Islander

*Fall Membership

Alaskan
White Total

TABLE II
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND ETHNIC GROUP

Black Hispanic Multiracial UndesignatedAmerican Indian / Asian / 
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No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* 

High Schools 268 1.2% 23,208 357 1.5% 24,112 625 1.3% 47,320 

Middle Schools 36 0.3% 11,819 48 0.4% 12,870 84 0.3% 24,689 

Alternative Education Centers 230 30.0% 766 435 39.6% 1,098 665 35.7% 1,864 

Special Education Centers 17 11.0% 155 18 5.8% 309 35 7.5% 464 

TOTAL 551 1.5% 35,948 858 2.2% 38,389 1,409 1.9% 74,337 

TABLE III
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND GENDER

*Fall Membership

Female Male Total
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No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem* 

High Schools 721 1.6% 46,122 625 1.3% 47,320 

Middle Schools 45 0.2% 23,941 84 0.3% 24,689 

Alternative Education Centers 657 34.4% 1,909 665 35.7% 1,864 

Special Education Centers 36 7.4% 486 35 7.5% 464 

 
TOTAL 1,459 2.0% 72,458 1,409 1.9% 74,337 

*Fall Membership

TABLE IV
TWO-YEAR COMPARISON OF DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM

2001-02 Dropouts2000-01 Dropouts
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No.  %*   No.  %*   No.  %*   No.  %*  No.  %*   

Achievement Problems 193 30.9% 2 2.4% 212 31.9% 12 34.3% 419 29.7% 

Behavioral Difficulties 97 15.5% 17 20.2% 131 19.7% 6 17.1% 251 17.8% 

Employment 88 14.1% 0 0.0% 171 25.7% 4 11.4% 263 18.7% 

Family 35 5.6% 5 6.0% 39 5.9% 5 14.3% 84 6.0% 

Financial Hardship 12 1.9% 0 0.0% 10 1.5% 0 0.0% 22 1.6% 

Health Problems 10 1.6% 0 0.0% 10 1.5% 2 5.7% 22 1.6% 

Moved, Status Unknown 190 30.4% 60 71.4% 92 13.8% 6 17.1% 348 24.7% 

 
TOTAL 625  84  665  35  1,409  

DROPOUTS BY REASON AND PROGRAM
TABLE V

*Percentage of Total Dropouts for Each Program

High Schools Middle Schools Alternative
Education Centers

Special
Education Centers

Total
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No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %*

 Achievement Problems 4 44.4% 58 29.9% 60 23.7% 140 30.6% 7 36.8% 0 150 31.5% 419 29.7% 

 Behavioral Difficulties 2 22.2% 28 14.4% 60 23.7% 66 14.4% 1 5.3% 0 94 19.7% 251 17.8% 

 Employment 2 22.2% 42 21.6% 59 23.3% 84 18.3% 1 5.3% 0 75 15.8% 263 18.7% 

 Family 0 0.0% 13 6.7% 15 5.9% 39 8.5% 1 5.3% 0 16 3.4% 84 6.0% 

 Financial Hardship 0 0.0% 5 2.6% 3 1.2% 10 2.2% 0 0.0% 0 4 0.8% 22 1.6% 

 Health Problems 0 0.0% 5 2.6% 2 0.8% 2 0.4% 0 0.0% 0 13 2.7% 22 1.6% 

 Moved, Status Unknown 1 11.1% 43 22.2% 54 21.3% 117 25.5% 9 47.4% 0 124 26.1% 348 24.7% 

TOTAL 9  194  253  458  19  0  476  1,409  

Asian / Pacific White Total

*Percentage of Total Dropouts for Each Ethnic Group

Alaskan Islander

TABLE VI
DROPOUTS BY REASON AND ETHNIC GROUP

Black Hispanic Multiracial UndesignatedAmerican  Indian /
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