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Purpose
The data in this report were collected as part of the Report of Dropouts 2000-01 School Year, which is required by the

Virginia Department of Education. This report provides information to support management of Fairfax County Public
Schools.
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INTRODUCTION

The Virginia Department of Education defines a dropout as a student who leaves school for any reason other than promotion, transfer to
another school, death, or graduation, and fails to return to school by October 1 of the following school year. For the purposes of this report,
alternative education includes adult students as well as secondary students who require an alternative education program.

Inquiries regarding this report can be directed to the Office of Customer Products and Services at 703-329-7727.

g

REPORTING METHODOLOGY

The Virginia Department of Education is in the process of modifying the dropout reporting methodology to conform to federal dropout
definitions and reporting procedures. The maodifications, which are being phased in over a two-year period, will affect the resulting dropout
rates published by Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS). Because of the changes, all tables that formerly displayed dropout information for
the past five years have been removed from this report. New trend information will be compiled in the future as FCPS collects dropout
information using the revised methodology. The following provides the definition of a dropout and summarizes the changes in the reporting
methodology for the 1999-00 and 2000-01 school years.

Definition of a Dropout and Dropout Rate

Dropouts are identified from the student population that includes all students in grades 7 through 12, LP students, and adult education
students who were less than 20 years of age. The reporting requirement includes regular-term dropouts and summer dropouts.

A regular-term dropout is a student who leaves school before the last day of the regular school year for any reason other than
promotion, transfer to another school, death, or graduation, and fails to return to school by October 1 of the following school year.

A summer dropout is a student who was in membership on the last day of the previous school year, but fails to return to school by
October 1 of the following school year for any reason other than transfer to another school, death, or graduation.

The dropout rate is the total number of dropouts (regular-term and summer) expressed as a percentage of fall membership, which is the count
of students in membership on the last day in September.
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Changes for the 1999-00 School Year

Before 1999-00, students who completed the previous school year but did not return to school by October 31 of the following school year
were reported as dropouts. With the new requirement, these students must return to school by October 1 instead of October 31. Any student
returning to school after October 1 will be reported as a dropout.

Before 1999-00, regular-term dropouts who did not complete summer school were always reported as regular-term dropouts. Regular-term
dropouts who completed summer school but failed to return to school by October 31 of the following school year were reported as summer
dropouts. With the new requirement, the student’'s summer school status is irrelevant, and the date by which the students must return has
changed. Starting with the 1999-00 report, any regular-term dropout who does not graduate or return to school by October 1 of the following
school year will be reported as a dropout. Any regular-term dropout who graduates or returns to school by October 1 of the following school
will not be reported as a dropout.

Before 1999-00, the dropout rate was calculated as the number of dropouts (regular-term and summer) divided by the sum of the end-of-year
membership and the number of regular-term dropouts. For the 1999-00 school year, the dropout rate was calculated as the number of
dropouts (regular-term and summer) divided by the sum of the end-of-year membership and the number of total dropouts (regular-term and
summer dropouts).

Changes for the 2000-01 School Year

Starting in 2000-01, students who complete the school year but fail to return to school by October 1 of the following school year will be
reported as dropouts for the grade, school, and year in which they fail to return to school. For example, a student who completes grade 10 in
2000-01 but fails to return to school by October 1, 2001, will be reported as a grade 11 dropout in 2001-02 for the school in which he or she
intended to enroll. Previously, these students were reported for the grade, school, and year that they completed. To implement this change
in reporting students who drop out between school years, the students who dropped out over the summer of 2000 will be reported on both the
1999-00 and 2000-01 dropout reports. Although these students will be included in counts for both years, the overall dropout rates for 2000-01
will not be inflated because the students who drop out over the summer of 2001 will then be reported on the 2001-02 report.

Beginning with the 2000-01 dropout report, the dropout rate will be calculated as the number of dropouts (regular-term and previous summer)
for a given school divided by the fall membership, which is the count of students in membership on the last day in September.

Dropout Reasons
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The Virginia Department of Education defines seven dropout reasons.

Dropout Reasons

Description

Achievement Problems

Behavioral Difficulties

Employment

Family
Financial Hardship
Health Problems

Moved, Current Status Unknown

Low achievement, low motivation, low interest, etc.

Suspension or expulsion, incarceration, runaway,
truancy, poor relationships with peers or adults, etc.

Took a job, joined armed forces, entered Job Corps or
similar program, etc.

Pregnancy, parenthood, marriage, needed at home, etc.
Extreme poverty, working to support self or family, etc.
Physical or mental illness, injury, substance abuse, etc.
No longer resides in the area and current status

is unknown after appropriate investigation by the
attendance officer.
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SUMMARY

Fairfax County Public Schools reported 1,459 dropouts during the 2000-01 school year. This represents 2.0 percent of the 2000-01
fall membership for grades 7-12 and LP. Dropout rates by program (Table |) are as follows:

Program Dropout Rate
High Schools 1.6%
Middle Schools 0.2%
Alternative Education Centers 34.4%
Special Education Centers 7.4%

Dropout rates by ethnic group (Table Il) are as follows:

Ethnic Group Dropout Rate
American Indian/Alaskan Native 2.2%
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.7%
Black 3.6%
Hispanic 5.7%
Multiracial 2.6%
Undesignated 1.0%
White 1.1%

The female dropout rate (1.6%) is 0.8 percentage points lower than the male dropout rate (2.4%). See Table lII.

The majority of dropouts (91.4%) discontinue school due to the following reasons: achievement problems, moved with status unknown,
behavioral difficulties, and employment. See Table IV.

At the high schools, dropout rates ranged from 0.0 percent to 3.5 percent. At the middle schools, dropout rates ranged from 0.0
percent to 1.1 percent. See Table VII.

Of the 760 high school dropouts in 1999-00, 13.6 percent (103 students) returned to school in the following year. See Table X.
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TABLE |
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM
Regular-Term Summer Total 2000-01
Number Rate | Number Rate | Number Rate Fall Membership
High Schools 445 1.0% 276 0.6% 721 1.6% 46,122
Middle Schools 17 0.1% 28 0.1% 45 0.2% 23,941
Alternative 450 23.6% 207 10.8% 657 34.4% 1,909
Education Centers
Special Education 27 5.6% 9 1.9% 36 7.4% 486
Centers
TOTAL 939 1.3% 520 0.7% 1,459 2.0% 72,458
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TABLE Il
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND ETHNIC GROUP
American Indian / Asian / Black Hispanic Multiracial Undesignated White Total
Alaskan Pacific Islander

No. Rate Mem*|No. Rate Mem* | No. Rate Mem*| No. Rate Mem*|No. Rate Mem*|No. Rate Mem*| No. Rate Mem*| No. Rate Mem*
High Schools 1 0.9% 115[101 1.3% 7,527| 124 2.6% 4,805| 241 4.9% 4,870 12 2.2% 555 1 1.6% 62| 241 0.9% 28,188] 721 1.6% 46,122
Middle Schools 0 0.0% 61 1 0.0% 3,633 12 05% 2,631 15 0.5% 2,908 2 0.5% 399] 0 0.0% 391 15 0.1% 14,270 45 0.2% 23,941
Alternative 3 33.3% 9] 88 28.9% 305( 136 45.5% 299| 222 32.8% 676 11 68.8% 16| 0 0.0% 1] 197 32.7% 603| 657 34.4% 1,909
Education Centers
Special Education 0 of 2 54% 37 9 89% 101 5 12.8% 39] 0 0.0% 3 0 11 20 6.6% 305 36 7.4% 486
Centers

TOTAL 4 2.2% 185|192 1.7% 11,502| 281 3.6% 7,836| 483 5.7% 8,493 25 2.6% 973 1 1.0% 103|473 1.1% 43,366| 1,459 2.0% 72,458

*Fall Membership
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TABLE llI
DROPOUTS BY PROGRAM AND GENDER

Female Male Total
No. Rate Mem?* No. Rate Mem* No. Rate Mem*

High Schools 290 1.3% 22,561 431 1.8% 23,561 721 1.6% 46,122
Middle Schools 13 0.1% 11,517 32 0.3% 12,424 45 0.2% 23,941
Alternative 238 29.7% 801 419 37.8% 1,108 657 34.4% 1,909
Education Centers
Special Education 8 5.2% 154 28 8.4% 332 36 7.4% 486
Centers

TOTAL 549 1.6% 35,033 910 2.4% 37,425 | 1,459 2.0% 72,458

*Fall Membership
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TABLE IV
DROPOUTS BY REASON AND PROGRAM
High Schools Middle Schools Alternative Special Total
Education Centers Education Centers
No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %* No. %*
Achievement Problems 231 32.0% 0 0.0% 208 31.7% 10 27.8% 449 30.8%
Moved, Status Unknown 185 25.7% 18 40.0% 158 24.0% 9 25.0% 370 25.4%
Behavioral Difficulties 129 17.9% 19 42.2% 100 15.2% 10 27.8% 258 17.7%
Employment 117 16.2% 1 2.2% 135 20.5% 2 5.6% 255 17.5%
Family 37 5.1% 4 8.9% 34 5.2% 2 5.6% 77 5.3%
Health Problems 18 2.5% 3 6.7% 16 2.4% 3 8.3% 40 2.7%
Financial Hardship 4 0.6% 0 0.0% 6 0.9% 0 0.0% 10 0.7%
TOTAL 721 45 657 36 1,459

*Percentage of Total Dropouts for Each Program




10

00-01
TABLE V
DROPOUTS BY REASON AND ETHNIC GROUP
American Indian /| Asian / Pacific Black Hispanic Multiracial Undesignated White Total
Alaskan Islander
No. %*| No. %*| No. %*| No. %*| No. %*| No. %*| No. %*| No. %*
Achievement Problems 1 25.0% 61 31.8% 79 28.1%| 133 27.5% 5 20.0% 0 0.0%| 170 35.9%| 449 30.8%
Moved, Status Unknown 2 50.0% 56 29.2% 72 25.6%| 127 26.3% 11 44.0% 0 0.0%| 102 21.6%| 370 25.4%
Behavioral Difficulties 1 25.0% 24 12.5% 62 22.1% 76 15.7% 6 24.0% 1 100.0% 88 18.6%| 258 17.7%
Employment 0 0.0% 37 19.3% 44 15.7%| 100 20.7% 3 12.0% 0 0.0% 71 15.0%| 255 17.5%
Family 0 0.0% 8 4.2% 13 4.6% 34 7.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 22 4.7% 77 5.3%
Health Problems 0 0.0% 3 1.6% 11 3.9% 9 1.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 17 3.6% 40 2.7%
Financial Hardship 0 0.0% 3 1.6% 0 0.0% 4 0.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 3 0.6% 10 0.7%
TOTAL 4 192 281 483 25 1 473 1,459

*Percentage of Total Dropouts for Each Ethnic Group
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