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Greetings Poplar Tree Parents and Guardians;
PTA President’s We welcome you and your family to the start of another exciting year at Poplar Tree Ele-
Message 7 mentary. It has been an absolute pleasure meeting and greeting our students the first
. week of school. Our commitment to impart outstanding instructional best practices, to
PTA Tidbits 8-15 . . . .
FEATURED: create a safe, nurturing, and enriching school environment, and to develop lifelong learn-
ers will actively support our mission to believe, achieve, and soar. Thanks for your ongo-
ing support!
EI;;&L%FUSS page 10 Sharon S. Williams Hallie M. Dillon
Principal Assistant Principal
@’» Calendzz of Events!
September 12 Grandparents’ Day !!!!
September 13 K-3 Back-to-School Night, 6:30-8:00pm
PTA *‘NO FUSS’ FUNDRAISER Begins!
September 15 4-6 Back-to-School Night, 6:30-8:30pm
September 23 Autumn Begins!
September 29 PTA General Membership Meeting, 7:00pm, Cafeteria
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CMW GAREGRA by Mrs. Hoffman and Mrs. Hirsch

Welcome back to the new school year! We are pleased to be here this year as your
school counselors. Carol Hoffman is returning as counselor for grades Kindergarten,
1, 3, and 5 while Shari Hirsch is a returning as counselor for grades 2, 4, and 6. Mrs.
Hirsch is part time and will be here on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.

During these first weeks of school we are visiting all the classrooms to meet new and

returning students. In the event that you have opted your child/children out of guidance and counsel-
ing services last year, we want you to know that your request is still in effect

for this year. Those who have opted out of the program will be receiving a verification letter. Should
you wish to change your request; you may do this in writing at any time.

This is the time of year for transitions, both for children and for parents. This is also your opportunity
to teach your child how positive change can be.

Here are a few basic tips to help you and your child to start this new school year:

¢
*
¢

Make sure the morning home routine is in place, allow enough time so no one is hurried.

Make the “good-byes” quick, but encouraging.

Allow your child to walk to class on their and start their daily routine independently in their
classroom.

Whether they bring lunch or buy, lunch is a time for them to be independent. An occasional visit
from a parent for a special occasion can be exciting, but should not be a routine.

At home, have a specific place for homework and backpacks to go every day. The routine and
habit of the same place everyday will help in keeping track of these.

Establish a homework time that works for your family and use it nightly. Even if there is not a lot
of homework one night, the time can be used for reading.

When problems arise, reinforce your child’s ability to solve the problem. Help your child to
brainstorm positive solutions. If you are positive, your child will remain positive.

We are here to help in any way we can. Please feel free to call or e-mail if you have any questions or
concerns. We are looking forward to a wonderful year with your children!

Carol Hoffman Shari Hirsch
Grades K, 1, 3,5 Grades 2, 4, 6
carol.hoffman@fcps.edu shari.hirsch@fcps.edu

703-633-7416 703-633-7458
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Panther P.E. Playbook

Welcome back Panthers! A special welcome to Mr. Greg Stuart, our new

PE Team member. We are excited about getting our new school year started

in the GYM, where Great, Young, Minds are staying physically fit. Our
first unit is Fitness Testing for Grades 3"-6". We will be testing using the Virginia
Wellness and the Presidential Physical Fitness batteries. Some tests include the
Pacer Run, Curl Ups, Push Up Cadence, Shuttle Run, Sit and Reach Flexibility, and
everyone’s favorite, The Mile Run.

Kindergarten thru 2" Grades will begin a Locomotor Movement Unit. We will
learn different ways to move including Skipping, Galloping, Sliding and Hopping.
They will also learn all about the PE Procedures that we have in place and perform
our Fitness Warm Up.

We ask that all students know which days they have PE and bring/wear the proper
shoes. September should be a lot of fun as we get back in the swing of things!
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~Mr. Thompson, Mr. Stuart, and Mrs. Haskell y

~Library News from Mrs. Uncles~

A new school year has begun!! This is a year of new ideas
and reading adventures. First, let’s welcome our new library assis-
tant, Tracy McMillan. Tracy is a native Virginian and is a graduate
of Chantilly High School.

This year, we will be implementing a new library schedule that will
allow our students more time in the library to explore books, enjoy
read alouds, and learn important library skills. Your child’s teacher
will share more about the library schedule at Back-to-School Night.
Finally, we are always in need of volunteers in the library. Please
contact Mrs. Uncles or Bonita Rogers if you are interested in volun-
teering. Library classes will begin on September 20th!!! We are
looking forward to an exciting year in the library.
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Art News by: Mr. Watts and Mr. Clark

Welcome to Me. Clark

My artistic abilities and early passion deeply influenced my decision to pursue a career in
art. After graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in studio art, | had the opportunity to teach
part time at a small private school in central New Jersey. My desire to help children and
adolescents achieve artistic and academic success influenced my decision to pursue a Mas-
ter’s degree in art education from Kean University. As an art teacher with Fairfax County, |
am committed to providing students with developmentally appropriate and meaningful art
instruction. 1 look forward to helping your child achieve his/her artistic talents!
~Christopher Clark, Art Teacher

TECH TIME with THIMONS

Welcome back to all returning Panthers and welcome to all the new Poplar Tree fami-
lies. We have a great year ahead of us and | am excited to get things started. If you
have not already updated your email address on your child’s emergency care card
please do so at your earliest convenience. We are sending out important announcements all the time
about what is happening here at Poplar Tree and we want to make sure you get them. You can update
this information by either stopping by the office to update your emergency care card, or you can do it
from the comfort of your own home by logging in to your parent view account in Blackboard (FCPS
24/7) and clicking on the We Care @ Schools link.

If you do not have a parent view account in Blackboard (FCPS 24/7) watch for the letter coming home in
Friday folders later in September explaining what parent view is and how to set up your account. Teach-
ers will have classroom Blackboard sites up and running by the end of September, so set up your account
before then so you can follow what is going on in your child’s class on your computer.

Scott Thimons
School Based Technology Specialist
Poplar Tree Elementary School

THE PANTHER PAWS



Mr. Ring, Mrs. Noble, and Ms. Pramstaller o -
General Music Teachers v JU
- -
J'J‘JJI

Welcome back to a school year filled with musical plans! Throughout the year, General Music classes will be
singing, dancing, creating music, playing percussion instruments, and of course, learning the recorder in grades
three through six. All 4th, 5th and 6th graders should already have their recorders back at school. Third grade
students will receive a brand new recorder during the first quarter. All classes will be working on the same
“Song of the Month” in addition to the music curriculum specific to each grade level. September’s song is “The
Star Spangled Banner.” Students will also learn the school song, “Rockin’ Panthers.”

The 6th grade will soon be preparing for their first performance opportunity! They will be singing at the Chan-
tilly Pyramid Concert on Thursday, October 21 at 7:00 pm in the Chantilly High School Gymnasium.

Fifth Grade Chorus meets once a week beginning in October during their teacher’s planning time. They will
perform their Winter Concert on Wednesday, December 15 at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria.

Sixth Grade Chorus will take place during second semester. They will have an after-school dress rehearsal on
Monday, June 6 at 12:45-3:30 pm. The Sixth Grade Show evening performance will be on Wednesday, June 8
at 7:30 pm followed by the school assembly performance on Thursday, June 9 at 9:15 am in the cafeteria. Stay
“tuned” for more information.

We would like to welcome Ms. Sarah Pramstaller to Poplar Tree. She will teach General Music during this
school year and is one of the Choral Director’s at Chantilly High School. Mr. Charlie Ring and Mrs. Cindy No-
ble are returning to Poplar Tree as General Music Teachers as well. We are all looking forward to a great year!

S

Literacy Link =

Welcome to an exciting learning year! My name is Julie Majkowski and | am your new Reading

« Specialist! Some of you may remember me as Miss Gallagher as | taught at Poplar Tree for 7 years

* before moving to open Colin Powell Elementary. | have taught 1%, 2", and 4™ grades and am excited
for my new role back at Poplar Tree....my first home! | look forward to working with your children
as they grow as literacy learners.

I am also in need of some volunteers to help reorganize the Reading Room! We are currently trying to
put all of the guided reading books onto a computer system and this is a huge undertaking. | promise
it will be a rewarding experience and chocolate will be available! If you are looking for a way to help
out at your child’s school and you can commit some time, PLEASE contact me at JLMa-
jkowski@fcps.edu as soon as possible. Thank you in advance!
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PTA President’s Message A

\
|

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year. | hope everyone had a wonderful summer. 1 |
am happy to be the PTA President for this school year and look forward to a wonder- |
ful year at Poplar Tree. [

It was fantastic to see so many of you at Open House. | hope you had the chance to :
stop by the PTA membership table and the spirit wear table. If you didn’t, your Open House packet
contains a membership form and spirit wear order form. Fill those out and send them back to school
or come visit our tables at Back to School night.

I
Even though the school year has just started, many volunteers have already been busy getting every- |
thing ready for the start of school. Thank you to... [

Charlotte Matthews and Mary Yee for the tasty luncheon to welcome the staff back to school.
Valley Crest Landscape Maintenance for the mulching, weeding, and new pathway from the cafe-
teria and Kim Bridenbaugh and Kristen Shiveley for coming up with the plan. The school
grounds look beautiful!

Erica Marsh and her troop of student volunteers for making sure that the school supply packs
were in every classroom in time for Open House.

Chelese McClain for planning the Open House and New Families Reception and Christine
Klosky and Liz Zielinski for being enthusiastic tour guides.

Jennifer Alvarez, Betsy Pettis, and Kathy Erstling for coordinating the Membership and Spirit
wear tables. They were working hard during all of Open House.

Elizabeth Nelson, Jodi Hackett, Karen Young and a fabulous group of student volunteers
(including the three Hadley boys) for stuffing 750 Open House packets.

As you can see, we have an exceptional group of volunteers in the PTA. We can’t do it without you |
too. Please join the PTA this year and together we can continue to support our staff, students, and |
families.

I

The PTA General Membership Meeting will be September 28th at 7:00pm in the school cafeteria. !
We will vote on our budget and talk about the upcoming year. All members are invited to come and I
help get the year off to a great start.

I
Finally, 1 want to thank everyone who has offered me their words of support and encouragement |
since | took office in July. | am fortunate to be working with an outstanding group of PTA officers |
and volunteers. We have an exceptional PTA at Poplar Tree and I look forward to seeing you at our I
meetings and events. |

Arian Hadley :
Arian Hadley I
PTA President |
hadley@mindspring.com ]

703-817-0296 P

THE PANTHER PAWS
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2010-2011 PTA Meetings
All members are welcomel!!!

Date Time Event Location

September 29 7:00 pm | Gen. Memb. Meeting Cafeteria

October 12 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
November 9 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
December 14 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
January 25 7:00 pm | Gen. Memb. Meeting Cafeteria

February 8 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
March 8 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
April 12 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
April 26 7:00 pm | Gen. Memb. Meeting Cafeteria

May 10 7:00 pm | PTA Meeting Language Arts Room
June 14th TBD End of Year Dinner Meeting TBD

Spanish Classes beginning October 12th

The Poplar Tree PTA, in conjunction with Fairfax County Public Schools Adult and
Community Education will offer a Foreign Language Experience (FLEX) Spanish pro-
gram. The classes are held immediately after school for one hour on Tuesdays (1-3"
grade) and Thursdays (4th-6" grade) for 15 weeks beginning October 12th, 1*-3" grade
and October 14™ 4-6" grade.

Please look out for more information in your child’s backpack soon!

If you have questions please feel free to contact Chelese McClain at
cpmcclain715@yahoo.com or 703.802.3044.

XY
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Help Wanted!
The PTA needs committee chairs...

ég @ @ \ carnival - Do you want to be part of one of the best school carnivals around? Love to
-~ organize events? Enthusiastic and creative? The PTA needs you to chair the Carnival
Committee. You’ll have plenty of help from experienced Carnival volunteers and the PTA.

The work takes place mainly between January and March.

20 Anniversary Celebration — Poplar Tree is 20 years old! We need two volunteers to help the ad-
ministration plan an evening reception. The work will take place in October. Please contact Kathy Dennis
for details.

Heritage Night - assist the school Human Relations Committee in planning Heritage Night activities.

Chantilly Pyramid Minority Achievement Committee — Represent Poplar Tree on this important
community committee. Requires attending a few meetings a year.

Special Education Liaison - Help parents get information about the special education resources avail-
able to them from the county and other providers. Possible activities could include setting up meetings be-
tween county resources and parents or setting up a support network of parents. Work done throughout
school year at your discretion.

Odyssey of the Mind - assist the Advance Academics Teacher, Laura Moorhead, with coordinating an
Odyssey of the Mind team at Poplar Tree.

New Posting! PTA Ambassadors - Do you speak more than one language? The school needs volun-
teers who speak Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, Urdu, Arabic, Farsi, Hindi, Gujarati, Telagu (or any other
language) to welcome new families and answer their questions. Work done throughout the school year as-
needed.
If you want to volunteer or learn more about any of these positions,
please contact Arian Hadley at hadley@mindspring.com or

How can you help the school with your every day errands? Register your shopping cards with the
2 following programs and Poplar Tree receives money! g

Giant — www. giantfood.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks PT code # 02455

Bloom — www.bloomforyourschool.com PT code # 01774

Safeway/Escrip — www.escrip.com PT code # 6553940

8 Harris Teeter — information coming soon!

Ace Hardware — place receipts in the properly labeled bucket at the store entrance and the school receives a percentage of the
B sale. The cashier will provide a duplicate receipt if asked. 3

Coke Rewards — Please note: FCPS does not endorse consumption of soft drinks. Go to www.mycokerewards.com/
8 schoolsLanding.do and enter codes from the caps, cardboard or shrink wraps. Or send in caps to be placed in the collection bin g
g near the Labels for Education and Box Tops bins. 2
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Based on feedback from parents, and success seen at other schools, we are doing away with the traditional Fall
Fundraiser. In its place we will offer The No Fuss Fundraiser. As the name suggests, this will involve little
more than a simple donation. Along with this streamlined program comes a simpler way of giving, the
www.Payforschoolstuff.com website. The fundraising period will begin September 13 and run through Octo-
ber 15. Look for more information at Back to School Night and coming soon in your child’s Friday folders.

ew Way of Fundrais,;'

X)) e o X)) «
&

- 4

@) Girl Scouts.

On behalf of the Girl Scouts, we would like to welcome you to another school year at Poplar Tree. Girl
Scouts is a unique organization for girls in grades K-12 to discover fun, friendship and the power of girls to-
gether. Participating in Girl Scouts not only provides an accepting and nurturing environment, but builds
girls’ courage, confidence, and character by exploring new adventures and making connections with friends
and the community.

Beginning in September, Girl Scout organizers at Poplar Tree will be distributing information, answering
questions, and accepting new registrations. We are looking to sign up both new scouts and adult volunteers.
For more information, be sure to stop by the Girl Scout table at either Back to
School Night, or contact Lori Colonna at (703) 968-4314 or Imcol-
onna@verizon.net. Also, please plan to attend our roundup informational meeting

on Monday, September 27th at 7:30 pm at Poplar Tree. GV "ﬂ
Vl.

THE PANTHER PAWS
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v |~ HELPWANTED
Publishing Center VVolunteers

Would you like to:
« Provide a valuable service to the Poplar Tree teachers?
« Free up teachers to spend more time on planning and instruction?
« Work on a variety of projects for a variety of teachers?

If so, then the Publishing Center is for you! It’s easy! It’s fun! It’s a great way to contribute to a valu-
able teacher resource! We do copying, laminating, book binding, poster-making, special projects &
more!

Please fill out the form below and return to the school office or in your child’s backpack. Volunteers
will start at the beginning of October. Training is provided. Contact me at 703-266-0867 or nel-
sone@alum.mit.edu with questions. Thanks!

Elizabeth Nelson
PTA Publishing Center Coordinator

Name: Phone:

E-mail address:

Please indicate your preferred shift, selecting as many options as possible, ranked in order of preference (1, 2, 3, etc.)
Monday 9:30am — 11:00am ____ Thursday 9:30am — 11:00am

Tuesday 9:30am — 11:00am Thursday 1:00pm — 2:30pm
Tuesday 1:00pm — 2:30pm __ Friday 9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday 9:30am — 11:00am __ Friday 1:00pm - 2:30pm
Wednesday 1:00pm — 2:30pm

Please check one:
| can volunteer: Weekly Every 2 weeks

Training is required. Please indicate which session you plan to attend.

Monday, 9/27 @9:30am Tuesday , 9/28 @1:00pm
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yOur talents 2

o
%

Q
Do you express your creativity through dance, music, story or poetry?
Do you dream of having your drawings displayed in a special exhibit?
Do you enjoy taking photographs or videotaping your friends?

Put on your dancing shoes, grab a camera, or pick up a pen or paintbrush and create! Have
fun participating in the PTA’s Reflection Program!

Join other students as they create entries based on the 2010-2011 theme, “Together

We Can...”
EBE :
: ///}/Z; Think about the theme. Then select a category:
% Film Production Photography
Dance Choreography Visual Arts
Musical Composition Literature

Check out what children did last year by visiting the
Reflections Program Gallery online at www.pta.org

Entry Forms and Rules/Regulations can be found in the Front Office or online at
www.poplartreepta.com All entries receive recognition. If you have
any questions, please contact the Reflections Committee Chair, Christine Klosky at
703.378.3136 or cklosky@cox.net

ENTRY DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2010

THE PANTHER PAWS
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Poplar Tree Elementary School PTA
Membership/Directory/Volunteer Form

Flzase help support your child’s school, {Annual membership is only 510 per person!)
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JOIN CUB SCOUTS

Sign up for fun and adventure!

Poplar Tree Elementary School
Thursday, September 16th
7:00 pm

KIDS have a blast participating in fun activities that teach honesty, brav-
ery, respect for others and the environment.

PARENTS get support from a program that strengthens character, devel-
ops citizenship and enhances mental and physical fitness.

Cub Scouts is for boys in the 1% thru 5" grades
1% graders join the Tiger Cubs 3" graders join a Bear Den
2" graders join aWolf Den 4" and 5" graders join the Webelos

A Pack registration fee of $65.00 will be collected along with an optional pro-rated
$12.00 yearly Boys’ Life magazine subscription fee.

Visit our websites at www.boyscouts-ncac.org

Contact:
Chris Saben (703) 830-1245 cubmaster@pack1459.org
Joel Perkins (703) 789-1309 joel.perkins@scouting.org

These materials are neither sponsored nor endorsed by the Board of Education of Fairfax County, the superinten-
dent, or this school.

THE PANTHER PAWS
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Beauitication of Popiar Tre

WrEE

| Have you noticed the front of our school and our newly created

I mulch beds and wood chip walkway near “Kiss and Ride?” Valley-

Crest Landscape Company — Dulles Branch came in a week before

school and worked hard to enhance the look of our school. They do-

nated all of the labor and all of the material to include truckloads of
mulch, wood chips, plant material, timbers, etc....

They built a path from the cafeteria to the Kiss and Ride parking
lot, expanded two large tree beds with mulch, took old shrubs out & 3 Zn
and planted new grasses in two separate areas of the front of the s
school. We are very grateful to have ValleyCrest Landscape
Maintenance — Dulles Branch - as our school partner!

The school’s own Gary King (Building Supervisor) and Kim Bri- &

denbaugh (Kindergarten 1A) have been working diligently
. through the summer to spruce up and maintain the beds and ValleyCrest
SWERE ] was able to give them the extra support to make a true impact to our over-
N 8] all long-term landscaping plan for Poplar Tree. When you see Kim or

Gary, please take a minute to thank -

8 them!

Kristen Shiveley
Beautification Co-Chair

<

ValleyCrest

Landscape Maintenance

THE PANTHER PAWS



