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            Seasonal Charm 

Spring, a beauty, is summerôs crown, 

Summer, undawned, the sunôs magic kingdom, 

Fall, a season quite unbound, brings tapestry all 

around, 

Winter, snowful, unsure of harm,  

The icing to all lifeôs Seasonal Charm.                                    
         ~SSWilliams 

 
 

 

In November, we took time to honor our veterans and active duty military guests.  

We also enjoyed a festive Thanksgiving lunch with students, parents, and teachers. 

I hope that your time with family and friends during the Thanksgiving Holiday was 

fun and bountiful as well . 

We are in the season of giving...giving thanks and giving great tidings of comfort 

and joy.  We hope that you will join us as our Fifth Grade Chorus presents an un-

forgettable production of ñDecember óRound the Worldò on December 15th at 

7:00pm in the cafeteria.  

 Happy Holidays to you and yours, 

                                                     Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Dillon 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

December 4   PTA WINTERFEST, 9:00am-3:00pm 

December 10   Interims Go Home 

December 14   PTA Meeting, 7:00pm, LA Room 

December 15   Fifth Grade Winter Choral Concert, 7:00pm 

December 22   SCA Spirit Day, ñPajama Dayò 

December 22    Two-hour Early Dismissal, 1:20pm 

December 23-January 2 WINTER BREAK ðNo SchoolðOffice Closed! 
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Counselorsô CAREGRAM by Mrs. Hoffman and Mrs. Hirsch  

Toy Drive 

 
The Annual Just Say No Club Toy Drive is currently 

going on until Friday, December 10th.  Please keep this 

drive in mind when you are out shopping.  Send in 

new, unwrapped toys.  Boxes decorated by our Just 

Say No Club are in the hallway outside the front office 

for collection.  These toys will be picked up by volun-

teers from Our Neighborôs Child, a volunteer organi-

zation here in Western Fairfax County which supplies 

toys to families in need for the holiday time.  Gloves, 

mittens and scarves being donated to the Giving Tree 

for the SCA are also being donated to Our Neighborôs 

Child.  For more information on what they do and to 

see how you can also volunteer, check out their web-

site:  http://www.ourneighborschild.org 

 

 

 

http://www.ourneighborschild.org


School Wide Opportunity! 

Safe & Drug Free Youth Bookmark Contest 

 

 
Do you have a creative child who loves to draw?  Here is an op-

portunity to show off their love and creativity while sending an im-

portant, positive message. 

 

The annual Safe & Drug Free Youth Bookmark Contest is open to 

all students here at Poplar Tree Elementary School.  This contest is 

sponsored by Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) in partnership 

with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). 

 

The theme for this yearôs contest is ñI am the key to being Safe and 

Drug Free.ò 

Rules are included in this newsletter on a separate sheet. Please 

read these rules carefully as they MUST be followed as written.  

School recognition will be given to one bookmark at each grade 

level.   Then one entry from K ï 3 and one entry from grades 4 ï 6 

will be chosen to be entered into the county contest.  These two en-

tries will be invited to an awards ceremony on April 10, 2011 at 

Fairfax High School. 

 

If needed, poster board may be picked up by students from either 

Mrs. Hoffman or Mrs Hirsch for the contest.  All Poplar Tree en-

tries are due to the school by Friday, February 4, 2011.  Only en-

tries that are in on time and meet all the rules will be judged.  Win-

ners will be announced at the Just Say No Club meeting on 

Wednesday, February 16th .   Entries will be displayed here at 

school following the contest.  For more information, please contact 

either Mrs. Hoffman or Mrs. Hirsch, school counsel-

ors. 

 



BOOKMARK CONTEST RULES ï 2011 
 
Entries must promote the theme, ñI am the key to being Safe and Drug Free,ò and convey a zero tolerance message for violence and 
alcohol and other drug use. 
 
All artwork must be the individualôs original, hand-done creation .  Any work that has been copied from any published source, or 

which includes such material, may not be submitted.  Entries must not contain computer or electronically generated art or text.  A 
parent and/or guardian, or teacher must sign the entry form indicating that the studentôs work is original and in compli-
ance with the contest rules.  

 
In an effort to promote a positive message, bookmarks that include alcohol, drug, or weapon paraphernalia (e.g., needles, bongs, 

cigarettes, beer cans, bottles, knives, etc.) will not be considered in the competition.  These items should not appear anywhere on 
the bookmark, regardless of context. 

 
Entries must be on poster board 7 inches x 22 inches .  Drawings must be vertical  (7 inches wide, 22 inches high).   
 
Students who wish to participate in the bookmark contest through a private art teacher or class, must submit his or her poster through 
the studentôs base school.  The student must adhere to the base schoolôs rules and deadlines to be eligible to compete for the 
schoolôs winning bookmark.  

 
The medium used must be limited to pen and ink, tempera paint, markers, crayons, and colored pencils.  Please bear in mind that 

whatever method is used, the color should be applied hard enough to allow for possible photographing.  (Charcoal and 3-D en-
tries are not acceptable.) 

 
Contestants must affix a fully completed official entry form to the back of their bookmark 
      (See below). 
 
Middle and high schools should select a single winner and submit that winning entry from his or her school.  Elementary schools 

should submit one winning entry from grades K-3 and one winning entry from grades 4-6.  
 
The winning bookmark(s) from each school must be delivered to the Student Safety and Wellness Office, Fairfax Ridge Center, 3877 

Fairfax Ridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia, by 4:00 p.m. on February 18, 2011 .  These bookmarks will become the property of the 
Student Safety and Wellness Office. 

POPLAR TREE ENTRIES ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, February 4
TH

  
 

 

 

  

 

2011 BOOKMARK CONTEST ENTRY FORM  

(Entries due by February 18, 2011) 
(Please Print) 

School: _____________________________________ Grade: _______________ 
  
Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Address: ____________________________________________________ 
  
City: _______________________________State:______ Zip Code:___________ 
  
Motherôs Phone # (H): ________________  (W): ____________________ 
  
Fatherôs Phone # (H):  ________________  (W): ____________________ 
  
Guardianôs Phone # (H): _______________  (W): ____________________ 
  
              *************************************************************************** 
As this studentôs parent or guardian, OR teacher, I represent that the student 
is the artist, that the art is original, and to the best of my knowledge, has not 
been copied from any published source or individual. 
  
__________________________________________________________________ 
Parent and/or Guardian, OR Teacher Signature 

  

  

Office Use Only 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Bookmark Number 



We were fortunate to have Stefan Mascoll, from FCPSô Student Safety and Wellness Office, 

speak with 5th and 6th grade students and parents about technology safety.  We thought it im-

portant to share some pertinent information from this session with all of our Poplar Tree 

families. 

 

Our students become more technology-savvy every year.  As students become more fasci-

nated with e-mail, texting, online chatting, and even Facebook, problems may occur.  Cyber-

bullying happens when children use technology to spread rumors, embarrass or shame an-

other student.  

 

Cyber bullying is harmful  to allï not only can it cause emotional distress and pain for the 

student, it also disrupts our classrooms, our buses, and our neighborhoods.  When not ad-

dressed, it sends the message to students that using technology in this way is permitted.   

 

We are asking that parents partner with us as we try to maintain a peaceful and respectful 

school and class environment.  Here are some ideas to get you started: 

 

Start a conversation with your child about internet safety and responsible internet be-

havior.  Explain that problems that can happen when technology is used to harm oth-

ers. 

Explain that all rules for interacting with others in person apply to their interactions 

with others online.  Many children say things online that they would never say in per-

son because they feel ñanonymousò or ñfaceless.ò 

Keep the computer that your child uses in a public place where everyone can see what 

he/she is doing. 

Monitor your childôs online behavior.   Check your childôs texting, e-mail, and Face-

book correspondence in some way. 

 

 

For more information, check out the website www.stopcyberbullying.org.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact us. 

 

Sharon Williams      Hallie Dillon Carol Hoffman     Shari Hirsch 

   

http://www.stopcyberbullying.org
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Panther P.E. Playbook 

T H E  P A N T H E R  P A W S  

 TECH TIME with THIMONS  
If you are looking for something  fun and educational to do with your kids over the 

winter vacation here are a few websites that you might find useful. 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade www.starfall.com 

This website introduces letter sounds and phonics to beginning readers and short easy to read interac-

tive stories for strengthening reading.  This website is full of sound color and interactive components 

to keep your kids interest while they learn. 

2nd Grade www.storylineonline.net 

This site features videos of actors reading books.  The actors will read and share illustrations from the 

book while the viewer follows along.  The books that are read are popular kids books , many of 

which your kids might recognize. 

3rd and 4th Grade www.multiplication.com 

Fun games to teach kids multiplication facts, or to help them work on memorizing their multiplica-

tion tables. 

5th and 6th Grade www.thinkfinity.org/parents-and-kids 

More ideas than you could ever get through in a single week.  This site had games, links, and fun 

activities you can do with your children to reinforce some of the material they have already learned in 

Science and Social Studies, or you can use it to help build their background knowledge. 

 

Two more sites that are good for all ages are www.timeforkids.com/TFK  and 

kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/   

 
 

 

December in the gym should be a lot of fun.  We will be starting our 

LifeTime Sports Unit.  Students will learn the rules and play games they 

can enjoy their whole lives.  Activities include:  Bowling, Baggo, Bad-

minton, Juggling and Fitness.   We will not only teach the basic skills of 

the games but also talk about etiquette and scoring.  Lifelong Fitness 

will be discussed as well as goal setting.  Just in time for New Yearôs 

Resolutions. 

All grades will participate in this unit.  The games will be modified for 

each grade level to encourage challenge and success. 

The end of the month will feature a fun holiday themed game called 

Winter Wonderland.  It should be loads of fun.  Happy Holidays. 

http://www.starfall.com
http://www.storylineonline.net
http://www.multiplication.com
http://www.thinkfinity.org/parents-and-kids
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/


Veterans Day  

November 11, 2010 
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T H E  P A N T H E R  P A W S  

 
December is here already!  My kindergarten classes are creating pinch pots with embossed designs. Our 

next step will be to glaze the pots to a shiny finish. They get so excited to see their pots after they are 

fired in the kiln.   

 

Second grade is working with Native American Teepees. We will be using colored pencils to bring our 

designs to life. They look really cool all together as a village and every design is unique.  

 

Third grade is framing their stitchery. It is always a challenge to wrestle the burlap to lay flat.  

 

Fourth grade completed a Virginia region painting of their choice and created some excellent paintings.  

Hopefully, we can begin our clay projects soon.  

 

Sixth grade students are working on a countywide painting art assessment. This is a program assessment, 

not an individual teacher or student assessment. 

 

Brush Strokes ð  

Art News by: Mr. Watts and Mr. Clark  

GIVING TREE  
                        

 This year we will once again hold our annual òGiving Tree ó.  If you 
would like to participate, please donate new socks, gloves, hats, mittens 

and scarves.   Place your donated items on the Giving Tree  in the  
cafeteria.   We will be giving the items to families in need.   Thank you 

for your generosity and enjoy the holiday season!      
  

November 29 -December 17  

Sponsored by the Poplar Tree SCA  



       

     

    

 

 

 

Happy December!  This month brings many musical opportunities.  Sixth Grade just completed audi-

tions for Sixth Grade All-County Chorus Festival and the Chantilly  Pyramid Elementary Honors Choir.  

Congratulations to all that auditioned.  Fifth Grade Chorus will perform their Winter Concert ñDecember 

Round the World!ò on Wednesday, December 15 at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM in the cafeteria.  All grade 

levels will be participating in the Holiday Sing Along on Wednesday, December 22 from 9:00-

9:30 in the gym. 

 

We are looking for donations of concert clothing for the Poplar Tree 5th Grade 

Chorus.  If your children have outgrown any white blouses or white collared shirts 

and any black skirts or pants that would fit this age group, please send them in to 

Mr. Ring or Mrs. Noble. 

December Song-of-the-Month:   ñSimple Giftsò 

 

By:  Mr. Ring, Mrs. Noble and Ms. Pramstaller (General Music Teachers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Your Child's #1 Fan When Writing! 

When your child is first learning to write, it does not matter if he or she 

makes spelling mistakes. In kindergarten, children learn how to hold a 

pencil, that sentences begin with a capital letter, that you need spaces be-

tween words, and much more.  For now, it is just important that your 

child tries to write and sound out letters and share his or her thoughts.  As 

your child gets more comfortable with writing, try to think of reasons to 

write ï ask him or her to write the grocery list, thank-you notes, or birthday cards.  The 

more practice your child gets, the better!  Show you care about your child's homework 

and writing assignments.  Ask your child to read aloud what he or she has written.  Be an 

enthusiastic listener.  Give your child encouragement. Give him or her the courage and 

motivation to keep trying!  Writing is hard work!   

 

 


