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     There are many holidays celebrated 

around the world during this time of the 

year.   My favorite is Christmas.  I de-
cided to do a survey of teachers who 

celebrate Christmas to find out a few of 

their òfavorite things.ó 

     Of the sixteen teachers surveyed, a 

whopping 10 stated that their favorite 

Christmas sweet is Christmas cookies ñ

definitely homemade.   A couple men-

tioned cakes, pies and pastries.  Can 

you believe that two teachers actually 

said they liked fruit cake??  

      When asked about how they open 

presents, nine of the 16 said that they 

open their presents first thing Christ-

mas morning.  Five teachers said that 

they open at least one gift the night be-

fore.  Two teachers said that they eat 

breakfast first, and then open presents.  

     My plan for Christmas this year is to 

go to New York to shop, shop, and shop 

during the break.  Six teachers said 

they were traveling out of town as well.  

Nine said they were staying at home 
with their families.  One teacher plans 

to commit random acts of kindness.  I 

like that one.   I think we should all do 

something for charity during the holi-

days.  My Girl Scout troop goes to our 

neighborhood hospital and sings carols.  

     Speaking of carols, the most popular 

song among our teachers was, you 

guessed it, òRudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer.ó  òJingle Bellsó and òLet it 

Snowó tied for second place.  Others 

mentioned were: òO Holy Night,ó òFrosty 

the Snowman,ó òBlue Christmas,ó 

òBaby, Please Come Home,ó òGrandma 

Got Run Over by a Reindeer,ó òWhite 

Christmas,ó ò Silent Night,ó and òIõll Be 

Home for Christmas.ó 

     Playing in the snow/making snow-

men and snow angels was the all time 

favorite winter activity.  Skiing came in 

second.  Reading, baking, watching 

sports, opening presents, and throwing 

snowballs at bailed out bankers were 

also mentioned.  That statement about 

the bankers must have come from one of 

our 7 th  grade Social Studies teachers 

(wink, wink).  

     Do you believe in Santa  Clause?  I 

do.  Here are the results of the teachersõ 

survey.  Six teachers said they still be-

lieve and six said they stopped believing 

between the ages of 6 -10.  One teacher 

never believed there ever was a Santa 
Clause and another stopped believing 

between the ages of 1 -5.  

     What is the best gift you have ever 
received for Christmas?  Well, itõs kind of 

hard to answer that one.  I really liked 

my pink bike.  I discovered it in the 

bathtub where Santa had tried to hide it 

from me.  I find those gifts every time!   

Ten of our teachers answered that their 

favorite gift involved something senti-

mental.  Two said money.  Two said a 

very cool toy.  One said her babies and 

one answered, an undergraduate educa-

tion in Anthropology.  Well, itõs time for 

me to start my Christmas list and begin 

my baking.  I have to give all these 

teachers some delicious home -made 

cookies.  

By:  

Tiara Jones  

7th grader  
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Holiday Fun 

The Christmas Quiz  

By: Erin Ahn             
6th grader  

 

     Christmas is almost here, and so is Win-
ter Break! (screams and yells of excitement) 

So, hereõs a fun and awesome quiz about 
your holiday fun!  Okay, so the directions 
are to answer the questions. Write your an-

swers down on a piece of paper. Then, when 
you are finished, go to the bottom and see 

what your results!  

 

1. What is your favorite thing to do during   

the break?  

a)    Ice skating or sledding! Cold ice and  
snow rules  

b)    Psh. Who NEEDS sports? Stay inside 
and read!  

c)     COMPUTER! IPOD! TELEVISION! NEED 
ELECTRONICS!!!!!!  

d)    Others, or all three.  

 

2. You love Christmas. What is your favorite 

thing about it?  

a)    Presents, presents, presents and did I 
mention presents?  

b)    Family time!  

c)     OMG FOOD FOOD FOOD AND 
MOOOORE FOOOOOOOOD!!!!!  

d)    I donõt celebrate Christmas thank you 
very much (Or I hate Christmas)  

 

 

3. Favorite food on Christmas?  

a)    Everything from the meatloaf to 
Santaõs emergency food. 

b)    Nothing at all.  

c)     COOKIES AND FOOD! DID I MEN-
TION EGGNOG AND COOKIES AND 
COOKIES?!?!??  

d)    Anything that raises my mood.  

 

4. What would be your first reaction if 

Winter Break was over?  

a)    òAwwwh. I need some more time ó 

b)    òFinally, according to the mathemati-
cal versions of blab bla blaéó 

c)     òNOOOOOONOOOONNNNOOOOOOO! 
GAMES! GAMES!!ó 

d)    Something dramatic or the other way 
around  

5. What will you be doing this winter?  

a)    Outside doing an activity that includes 
snow and ice  

b)    Going to the library  

c)     Eat. Sleep. Eat. Sleep. Eat. Grow fat  

d)    Playing with friends and doing some-
thing useful to the world  

 

Okay! You finished the quiz. Here are the 

results:  

If you answered mostly A, you just love 

the winter, and the holidays.  

If you answered mostly B, you are a smart 

person and love school more.  

If you answered mostly C, you are totally 

crazy and fun to be with!  

If you answered mostly D, you are totally 

random!  
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By:  

Celia Kennedy  

7th grader  

 

Dear Amelia,  

  Just the other day I got a haircut and it 
turned out to be terrible. My mom thinks it 
looks cute but I look like a big preschooler. 

What should I do?  

-Big Preschooler  

Dear Big Preschooler,  

Bad hair cuts are really hard to go 
through, and I understand. Once I got 

bangs and I didnõt look the way I wanted 
to. So I found a way to make my hair com-
pliment my new doo. I put my hair in a 

pony tail and I looked a lot better. Maybe 
you should try that, or find a way to 

change your hair style. Try hiding the part 
that makes your hair look bad. Get a head 
band that has the tips on the bottom to 

pull all you hair back. You can find that at 
a drugstore for a cheap price.  After school, 

experiment with your hair and find the 
best solution. But after youõve done your 

homework of course!!!  

-Amelia  

  

If you have a question you would like to 
ask Amelia contact Ms. Watts in room 207 

or Ms. Lee in room 122  

 

Advice Column 

 

Ask Amelia! 

Quirky Quotes by: Maddie Mota 6th 

Quirky Quotes by: Maddie Mota 6th 

Quirky Quotes by: Maddie Mota 6th 

Maddie Motaõs motto in life is to not take life too 

seriously.  When sheõs down, she distracts herself 

by creating quirky quotes for a good laugh. Take 

her advice, write your own quirky quote, and give 

yourself a good chuckle.  

 Maddieôs Musings: 
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Entertainment 

 

 

They need to find out who did that to 
them and ask to bring them back to nor-
mal. On their quest, they get some help 

from others, but there is also trouble. 
Watch the movie to find out about what 

happens.  

 

The movie 
2012  is popular 

too, with the 
chilling sus-

pense and also 
maybe because 
it is science fic-

tion. The movie 
is about what 
will happen 

when we reach 
2012. In 2010, 

there are some 
natural disasters 
and people are terrified, but at 2011, more 

terrors come, both natural and accidental. 
When it is 2012, everything collides. Earth-

quakes, floods, droughts and others 
threaten the earth. Few survive but it isnõt 
over yet. Again, watch it to find out the end-

ing.  

 

 

      Personally, my favorite movie is New 
Moon. The website fandango.com  shows 

where and when the movies are playing.  

By:  

Erin Ahn  

6th grader  

 

The movies are popular these days, 
with the cool 3D and the loud, life -like 
sound effects. The Photoshop drawings of 

the backgrounds these days are becoming 
more and more realistic -looking, too. The 

question is which one is the BEST of the 
movies? According to the online responses of 
certain websites, New moon  is the most 

viewed movie at this moment. The Twilight 
Sagaõs main characters are Bella, Edward 

and Jacob. The other important characters 
are Bellaõs father, the Cullen Family and the 

Wolf Pack.   

 

Some other favorite movies are Avatar (fox)  
and the Disney movie --  The Princess and 
the Frog  (I have no idea whyé). The princess 
and the Frog is about a young princess and 
a prince each turning into frogs.  

Page 4 

http://fandango.com


Page 5 Page 5 

 

Ravens Report 

 

 

.Q:  This is Poeõs first òturkey trot.ó  Do you have any 
other òfirstsó or other big events planned for this year?  

If so, would you like to share them with us?  

A:  Right now, we are starting to look at field day.  That 
is our biggest event of the year.  It takes lots of plan-

ning and we keep our fingers crossed for good weather.  

Comment:  Yes, I know what you mean.  Last year, the 
weather was a bummer.  The teachers and adult volun-

teers may have been a little stressed out but we (the 

kids)  had fun, anyway.  

 

Q:  I understand that at one time, physical education 

classes were separate for girls and boys.  Do you think 

we should go back to that?  Why or why not?  

A:  I think that sometimes it would be beneficial to have 
boys and girls separated.  It really depends on the ac-

tivity.  Most boys love to play football and some girls 

like to dance.  Of course, there are exceptions to the 

rule.  

 

Q:  Is there anything else you would like to share with 

Poe Middle School?  

A:  Ms. Defazio added that she was impressed with how 

many students participated in the turkey trot.  

By:  

Tiara Jones  

7th grader  

 

Turkey trot?  What exactly is a turkey trot, anyway?  

Was there a real live turkey involved?  Well, the Ravenõs 

PoeST interviewed Ms. Manzi to see if we could get some 

answers to our questions. Ms.Manzi is brand new to Poe 

MS.  

 

Q:  What exactly is a òturkey trot?ó 

A:  Itõs a 1 mile fun run or walk.  There is no live turkey; 

however, we did have a mascot turkey.  Itõs called a 

turkey trot because it usually takes place around 

Thanksgiving.  

 

Q:  Were there many participants?  

A:  There were approximately 110 students from each 

grade level ð about 350 all total.  A few staff members  

participated, also.  

Comment:  Did you happen to see Ms. Lee running the 

course with her umbrella?  That was funny.  

 

Q:  What did you expect to get out of it?  

A:  I expected to get healthier kids.  It was just a fun way 

of having large numbers of Poe students come  

 together to improve their health.  

 

 


