
 

 

The beginning of school has quickly turned to fall and the year is in full swing!  I 

want to thank our staff, students and especially our families for supporting a very 

smooth opening to the school year.   I appreciate your participation in Back To 

School Night, attendance at our first PTA meeting, and large turnout for our first 

Principalsô Coffee.  Your participation is integral to our studentsô success!  I look 

forward to seeing you at future events. 

 

As a learning community, the Oak Hill staff has just completed our annual school 

improvement plan (SIP).  Each year we reflect on our accomplishments and 

strengths, as well as identify areas for improvement.   The 2009-10 plan includes 

lofty goals that are focused on the school board priorities:  Academics, Essential 

Life Skills and Responsibility to the Community.  In addition, we have identified 

(Continued on page 2) 

Hello Oak Hill Families! 

Thereôs a little chill in the 

air that tells me that au-

tumn is really here. I 

wish you the best of the 

season and hope you will 

be able to take advan-

tage of our upcoming 

PTA events. Thank you 

to all of you who have 

made a pledge donation 

to the PTA. Remember 

that our budget, including 

events such as the Fall 

Festival, depends on 

your pledge dollars. 

Weôre off to a great start 

this year because of your 

participation! If you have-

nôt yet donated but would 

like to, itôs never too late. 

You can join the PTA or 

pledge at any time during 

the year. 

 

Weôre pleased this year 

to continue sponsoring 

several long-time favorite 

activities, including the 

Fall Festival, after-school 

sports and language 

classes, and GRACE Art. 

Students have already 

attended the first of four 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Wolf Pack 
Amy Goodloe  
   Principal 

Phyllis Sledge 
   Assistant Principal 

Kathryn Pearlman 
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Robin Moyher 
   Editor, The Wolf Pack 

Tuesday, October 13  
Cafeteria 
6:30 pm   New Family Re- 
                ception 
7:00 pm   PTA Meeting 

All Week, October 13 ñ16 
Field Day 

Saturday, October 17  
2-5 pm 
Fall Festival and Flu Clinic 

All Week, October 19 ñ23 
Book Fair 

Thursday, October 22  
Fall Pictures 

Monday, November 2  
Tuesday November 3  
No schoolðTeacher Work-
day 

Tuesday, November 3  
Election Day 

Friday, November 6  
5th grade Medieval Day 

Wednesday, November 11  
8:45 am   PTA Meeting 

Friday, November 13  
7-9 pm   Family Dance 
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School Notices:  
Safety Reminders/Parking: Please remember 

to use the Kiss and Ride Lane to drop off your 

children or to park in the pool parking lot and 

walk them to the building using the crosswalk.  

Staff and community members have observed 

many unsafe drop off practices during the last 

several weeks.  Also, please be aware that if 

you choose to park within 10 feet of the entrance or along the 

curve of the bus loop blocking the sidewalk and handicap 

ramps it is likely you will be ticketed.  

Principalôs Corner 

planned in-school Cultural Arts assemblies, S.T.A.M.P. Out Bullying. We also have new offerings planned, 

including the upcoming Family Dance, a flu vaccination clinic, and a geography club. Iôm always happy to 

hear from parents who have ideas for new clubs, activities, and events. As a parent-run volunteer organiza-

tion, we can quickly respond to the needs of our community and offer activities relevant to our membership. 

Let me know what youôd like to see your PTA do! 

 

Our next PTA meeting is October 13, at 7 pm October 13 is also our Welcome Reception for new Oak Hill 

families, at 6:30 pm. I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Kathryn Pearlman 

PTA President 

(Continued from page 1) 

PTA President  

school focuses related to  best practices in 

teaching and learning.  I feel that the strong 

relationships that our teachers build with 

students, parents and their colleagues are 

a critical factor in our success.   Please take 

the time to review the Oak Hill SIP on our 

website:  www.fcps.edu/OakHillES.  I wel-

come your feedback and will keep you in-

formed throughout the year as we make 

progress towards our goals. 

 

We are looking forward to an exciting Oc-

tober full of learning and fun events.  Stu-

dents in grades K-6 will participate in Field 

Days during the week of October 13-16.   

The activities and games included during 

the event provide great opportunities for 

classes to build relationships and promote 

team work.   PTA Fall Festival and Flu 

Clinic will take place on Saturday October 

17.  The Book Fair will be held during the 

week of October 19.   Thank you for all you 

do to support these events! 

 

Amy Goodloe 

Principal 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Please join us for our next PTA 

Meeting  
 

Tuesday, October 13th  

7:00 pmðCafeteria  

 

 

We invite New Families to attend a short reception in 

their honor at 6:30 pm . This is an informal opportunity for 

them to meet and talk to PTA board members and school 

administrators. 

 

The meeting will include a vote of the general member-

ship on Proposed Legislation (see Oak Hill PTA website 

for further information on this topic). 

 

Join us as Barbara Philipps discusses ways to Cut Costs! 

 

http://www.fcps.edu/OakHillES
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FCPS BUDGET UPDATE 
 

For the second year, FCPS 

will participate with Fairfax 

County government in 

communicating the serious 

nature of our budget situa-

tion, and participate with 

them in community dialogues.  These meetings 

will be the first step in communicating the im-

pact of FY10 budget cuts, and potential harm of 

further cuts in FY11: 

  

 

Wednesday, October 14,  

7:00 pm Marshall HS, South County SS 

 

Saturday, October 24,  

10:00 am Centerville Library, Reston Library, 

John Marshall Library 

 

Thursday, October 29,  

7:00 pm South Lakes HS, Woodson HS 

 

Saturday, November 14,  

10:00 am Kings Park Library, Sherwood Li-

brary, George Mason Regional Library  

BREAKFAST ï A GREAT START TO 

BEING SMART  
 

October is Breakfast Month in 

Fairfax County Public Schools.  

 

Breakfast is the most important 

meal of the day. It ñbreaksò the 

ñfastò by replacing the energy reserves used over-

night.  

 

School aged children and especially teens are the 

biggest breakfast skippers. Research shows stu-

dents who eat breakfast:  

È Learn better.  

È Are more alert and attentive.  

È Are more likely to participate in activities.  

È Eating breakfast may also reduce the risk of 

childhood obesity.  

 

If you have a breakfast skipper in your home, plan 

and offer quick nutritious choices such as juice, 

whole grain cereal and toast, breakfast bar, or ba-

gels and milk or yogurt. Parents donôt forget your 

own breakfast. You are a role model for your chil-

dren.  

Distribution of the Oak Hill Wolf 
Pack Information:  

 
Please see the LAST page of this edition for a 

very important form to fill out and return. This opt

-in form allows parents to continue receiving full 

issues in the Friday Folders.  

 

Starting in November, families who do not opt-in 

will receive only the first two pages of the Wolf 

Pack. 

 

The entire edition of every Wolf Pack can always 

be found online at the school (www.fcps.edu/

OaHHillES) & PTA website (www.oakhillpta.org). 

 

 

Websites  
For  more information in between the monthly 

Wolf Pack Issues, please visit the Oak Hill Ele-

mentary  website  (www.fcps.edu/kit/) and the Oak 

Hill Elementary PTA website (www.oakhillpta.org/) 

Keep In Touch  
The FCPS Keep in Tough (KIT) system now offers 

users the opportunity to receive specific topics, 

community outreach messages, and information 

about specific schools via subscription service.  

To register, change setting or FAQ, visit KIT 

online at www.fcps.edu/kit/. 

Staying Informed  

http://www.fcps.edu/OakHillES
http://www.fcps.edu/OakHillES
http://www.oakhillpta.org/
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Volunteer of the Month  

Congratulations to Lauren Brownstein, Kim Pasquale, and Bar-

bara Philipps for being named the Oak Hill PTA Volunteers of 

the Month.  

 

Lauren Brownstein put together the New Family Folders to provide a warm welcome 

to families new to Oak Hill, as well as to give them important information about the 

school. Lauren is also coordinating the New Family Reception before the October 13 

PTA meeting. Thank you, Lauren, for helping welcome our new families into the Oak 

Hill community! 

 

Kim and Barbara took on the PTA audit this summer. Each year, the PTA is required 

to have its accounts audited by independent observers. Itôs a time-consuming task 

and requires great attention to detail, but we canôt start the new academic year until 

the past yearôs books are closed. Thank you, Kim and Barbara, for stepping up and 

getting it done! 
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Fall Festival (October 17) 

 

Fall Festival planning is well underway, and itôs time to 

begin filling volunteer positions for the day of the festi-

val, October 17.  If you would like to volunteer you may 

either submit the paper form that was distributed in last weekôs Friday Folders or 

select your specific time & activity by signing up online at www.mysignup.com/

fallfestival.   The committee also needs someone to coordinate the purchase of 

snacks to be offered for sale at the festival.  If you have questions about any of 

the open volunteer positions for the festival, please contact PTA Co-chairs Luci-

ana Bravo (luchesta@hotmail.com) or Karen Rompalo (rompalo1@cox.net). 

 

 

Family Dance (November 13) 

 

Plans are underway for the Family Dance on Friday, November 13, but more 

help is needed. We are looking for parents who can help the evening of the 

event, and especially looking for parents who can help with advance planning 

and preparation. Please contact Jennifer Whaley, the PTA Family Dance Chair 

(703-689-2023 or whaleykjph@verizon.net). 



 

 

 

With many thanksé. 
Many thanks to Sally Burns for receiving and sort-

ing the SchoolKidz kits, making sure all students 

who ordered the kits had their supplies for the first 

day of school.  

 

Thank you to Susan Gallagher and Ellen Toole for 

planning a much-appreciated Staff Welcome 

Breakfast, with thanks too for all the cooks and 

bakers who contributed dishes for the breakfast. 

 

Thanks to Eddie Morris and Shirley Thurneysen 

for organizing the landscape cleanup day, as well 

as to the families who helped out, including many 

of our new families. The grounds looked great for 

our returning students! 

 

Thank you to Diana Martin, the PTA's Volunteer 

Coordinator, for being available to discuss volun-

teer opportunities at the Open House and Back to 

School Night events -- and then creating a volun-

teer database from all of the sign up sheets col-

lected. 

 

Angie Fontanilla has been very busy getting the 

room parent program up and running for the year, 

as well as with her ongoing 

efforts with Oakieôs BB&T and 

LEGO League. Thanks, An-

gie! 

 

The students already enjoyed a school-wide as-

sembly, S.T.A.M.P. Out Bullying, thanks to the ef-

forts of Cultural Arts co-chairs Michelle Kranzberg 

& Teresa Clawson-Keeton. 

 

Many thanks go to Erica Carter and Kathy Ro-

mance for a successful kick-off of the PTA mem-

bership drive. 

 

Thanks are also due to the many families and mid-

dle school students who helped stuff the first day 

folders, as well as those who helped in the office 

to sort all the papers that came in during the first 

weeks of school. 
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Oak Hill thanks its  
Business Partners:  

Baja Fresh, Chantilly 

Rappaport Co. 

BB&T, Franklin Farm 

Baskin Robbins, Franklin Farm 

 

Earn 10% at Safeway  
 

The ñSafeway 10% Back to Schoolsò promotion shopping period started on August 12 and ends on Sep-

tember 15. As you know the more supporters we have signed up, the easier it is for Oak Hill Elementary 

PTA to earn, BUT remember we can earn from non-eScrip supporters as well. This is huge! When sup-

porters shop at Safeway and purchase any of the special products our school will earn 10% of the pur-

chase price. Everything is tracked automatically through your Club Card. To join eScrip, just register your 

Club Card to support Oak Hill Elementary ID #6608471 at www.escrip.com. Starting on September 18, a 

redemption code will print on the bottom of your Safeway receipt. Please bring in those receipts with the 

codes to school and put them in the Campbellôs bin. We will be able to enter them at the 10% website 

and redeem them to benefit Oak Hill. 

 

For more information about how you can shop to help Oak Hill, go to the  ñFundraisingò section of the 

PTA website and select ñShopò or contact Barbara Philipps at bphilipps@verizon.net 
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Advanced Academics Program (AAP) 

Parent Information Nights  

S.T.A.M.P. 
Oak Hill was lucky enough to have a very special assembly on September 25th.  We 

had Jay Banks present us with S.T.A.M.P. Out Bullying. 

 

The reason why we had the assembly was to tell us not to bully anybody.  He made it 

funny so we would pay more attention to what he had to say and so we would be will-

ing to learn.  He really helped us learn how to deal with bullies.  It also taught us not 

to be a bully. 

 

He taught us an acronym to help us remember how to not be overpowered by bul-

lies.  The acronym spelled out the 

word S.T.A.M.P. 

 

 Stay away from bullies 

 Tell someone 

 Avoid bad situations 

 Make friends 

 Project confidence 

 

Now Oak Hill students know a great 

way for dealing with bullies.   

 

Written By:  Nick Tinker 

4th Grader in Miss Lewisô Class 

Want to learn more about AAP (formerly GT)?  Plan to attend one of the following infor-
mation nights: 

Tuesday, October 13 Oakton HS 2900 Sutton Road, Vienna, VA 22181 
Thursday, October 15 Annandale HS 4700 Medford Drive, Annandale, VA 22003 
Monday, October 19 West Potomac HS 6500 Quander Road, Alexandria, VA 22307 

Meetings will be held in the auditorium from 7:30 to 9 pm and are open to the public; no 
registration is required. Directions are available at www.mapquest.com. 

For additional information contact: 
È Your local FCPS elementary or middle school 
È Advanced Academic Programs Office at Lacey Center 703-846-8670 
È Advanced Academic Programs Office web site: http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt 

For more information about AAP at Oak Hill, contact Advanced Academic Resource 
Teacher Michele Giardina at MPGiardina@fcps.edu. 

See page 13 of the Wolf Pack for more information about AAP eligibility and services. 

S.T.A.M.P. 

was PTA 

sponsored 

with funds 

from the 

Membership 

Pledge. 



 

 

We hope the transition back to school has been 

great for you and your family!  Hopefully by now 

you have developed some routines at home.  If 

not, now is the time to do it because all children 

need structure and predictability.  Here are a few 

things to consider. 

 

È Set an appropriate bedtime and stick with it.  

Make sure your child has plenty of time to get 

ready for bed.  Ample sleep is necessary for a 

successful school day. 

È Encourage your children to have lunches 

made and backpacks by the door the night be-

fore so they are ready to walk out the door in 

the morning.  Help your child pick out his or 

her clothes the night before.  If at all possible, 

refrain from last minute homework in the morn-

ing.  Remember the tardy bell rings at 8:35. 

È Make every effort to get together for family din-

ners despite crazy schedules. 

È Keep the TV turned off until after homework is 

complete. 

 

Please let us know if you need assistance devel-

oping routines at home.  Donôt forget to check out 

our Blackboard course and our link on the Oak Hill 

website for more parent resources.  Thank you for 

your support! 
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5th Grade Field Trip To Wolf Trap  
 

Today our fifth grade classes went to Wolf Trap to see 

the National Childrenôs festival. Kids from Georgia, 

Serbia and Spain came to dance some dances from 

their own country. I really liked the dancers from 

Spain because there is a lot of color in their costumes. 

Also they used castanets. The castanets bring a lot of 

rhythm in to the dancing, which makes it interesting. I 

marvel at all of the peopleôs ability to learn all of those 

intricate moves even if it does take them 6 to 8 years.  

 

Overall I think that I would go again. Itôs great to find 

out about countries around the world. This perform-

ance is a good way to do that. That is because you 

can learn a lot through ones dancing. In one of the 

Spanish dances you could see that they were telling a 

story. I appreciate them coming to perform for us. It 

was a great experience.  

-Abigail 

 

Wolf Trap was awesome!!!!! My favorite part was the 

dancers from Georgia. The sword fighting was bril-

liant!! Spain was kind of slow but still cool, and 

the Serbian guys were also brilliant. They are really 

great acrobats. We got to sit on the balcony of the pa-

vilion!!!!!!!!!!!! The two hosts did skits, which were 

really funny. I think the idea of letting kids see differ-

ent cultures is a really good one. I also think that I 

would definitely like to see it again if I could. Thatôs 

how good it was.  Although maybe Spain could speed 

it up a bit. And I could have done without the cold 

weather, but with a performance that good, it really 

doesn't matter. 

-Matt 

 

I liked this field trip to Wolf Trap because it was amaz-

ing! To think that they are only 14 or 16 years old, 

they were great. At first, I thought they were adults 

because of their experience and skills, but then I fig-

ured out that they were 14. I think they will be stars in 

Broadway someday!! The performance was great and 

I learned many cultures have traditional dances that 

have meanings in them. 

-Kengo 

 

Just a 

thoughté 

From the 

Counselors  

Dot Bennett, Christy Ryder & Tina Williams  

School Counselors  
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We were lucky enough to start out the school year with THREE general music teach-

ers!  Mrs. Dimas is now home resting and waiting for her two baby girls to arrive.  We 

have welcomed Ms. Cara Pellegrino into our Oak Hill family, and she will be taking over 

for the remainder of the year.  Ms. Pellegrino came to us from Centre Ridge Elemen-

tary, where she was a long-term substitute for six months.  Prior to that, she earned her 

music education degree from James Madison University (like Mrs. Peterson AND Ms. 

Noble!).  She enjoys reading and performing in community theater productions.  Her 

long term goals include learning to cook and learning to be crafty!   She is very excited 

to be teaching Oak Hillôs talented musicians this year! 

  

In other news, both band and strings programs are well underway, along with general 

music classes for all grades.  All students have been enrolled in the Music Blackboard 

class, so please take some time to browse around.  There is a calendar of music 

events for the year, links to music websites and information about other musical oppor-

tunities in the area.  As the year progresses, we will add to the grade level folders and 

post announcements about upcoming events. 

  

Important date:  Sixth grade chorus will be performing at the Chantilly Pyramid Concert 

on Thursday, October 15th at 7:00 pm.  They will share the ñstageò with hundreds of 

students from Brookfield, Greenbriar East, Greenbriar West, Lees Corner, Poplar Tree, 

Franklin, Rocky Run and Chantilly High School! 

Upbeat  

Wendy Peterson, Cristen Dimas, and Cara Pellegrino  

General Music Teachers  

Robert  Isle,  Band Teacher  

Lauren  Noble,  Strings Teacher  

Media News  
Book Fair Hours  

Oct. 19-23 

 
Monday     
8:45-1:00 Student        
  Preview 
1:00-3:30 Shopping 
  Hours 
 
Tuesday     
8:45-3:00 Student 
  Previews 
3:00-8:00 Shopping 
  Hours 
 
Wed.      
8:45-4:00 Shopping 
  Hours 
 
Thursday   
8:45-4:00 Shopping 
  Hours 
 
Friday       
8:45-12:30 Shopping 
  Hours 

 Jenny Henry 

Library Media Specialist 

Oak Hillôs library will host our annual Book Fair Octo-

ber 19-23.  This is an exciting time for everyone at Oak Hill.  

At this event, students, families, and staff have the opportu-

nity to build up their personal library collections.  All pro-

ceeds from the fair directly support your childôs school li-

brary program.  Parents are welcome to shop the fair during 

school or after school.  Children may shop the book fair af-

ter school only if accompanied by an adult.  Shopping hours 

are listed below.  Look for more information regarding book 

selection to come home soon.  Of course events like these 

always need volunteers to help out. A book fair volunteer 

sign-up sheet was posted at Back-to-School Night, but if 

you missed it and you would like to volunteer, please let me 

know!  I still have some time slots available.   I need folks to 

help at the cash table, with set-up, signage, clean-up, etc. 

Free training is available and no experience is necessary!  

If you are interested please stop by the library, give me a 

call at 703-467-3511, or send me an email at 

jenny.henry@fcps.edu .  Hope to hear from you! 
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October Is Disability History  

and Awareness Month  
 

Thanks to the efforts of Virginia Youth Leadership Fellowship alumni and 

other advocates, the Virginia General Assembly has established October 

2009 as Disability History and Awareness Month in the Commonwealthôs 

public schools. 

Upcoming Events at the PRC  
 

Thursday, October 15th  

Bully Prevention 

Identify the signs, learn the myths, and encourage posi-

tive friendships. 

 

Tuesday, October 20th  

Tough Times, Resilient Kids 

An interactive workshop exploring effective parenting strategies. 

 

Starting Monday, October 26th  

Sibshops 

An exciting program for siblings of children with special needs. 

 

Thursday, October 29th  

Free Technology Resources to Use at Home 

Make homework and learning accessible and fun. 

 

Thursday, October 29th  

Parent Resource Center Library Open House 

Come learn about the terrific resources that include books, DVDs, special 

education information, workshop listings, and Internet resources. 

 

Saturday, November 21st  

Future Quest 2009 

A free career and college forum for students with disabilities, parents, and 

professionals. 

 

 

For a complete list of all workshops and activities, visit the PRC web site at 

www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/workshops.htm. 
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Membership & Pledge Update  
 

Directories are expected to go home on October 23.  

 

Families that pledged should have received their 

Event Ticket Vouchers in the October 2 Friday 

Folder.   

 

If you havenôt already pledged, itôs not too late. Re-

member that by pledging to the Oak Hill PTA you 

help us keep our commitment not to hold sales fund-

raisers, and every dollar of your donation goes di-

rectly to PTA programs like GRACE Art, school as-

semblies, field trips, classroom and grade level sup-

port and more. If you havenôt, please consider it! 

 

 

PTA 

Family Fall Festival  
 

Saturday, October 17, 2009    2 pmð5 pm 

(If it rains, held inside Oak Hill school) 

  

Oak Hill students and their families are invited to enjoy the Family Fall Festival 

with inflatable slides, obstacle course, bake walk, face painting, races, games, 

food and more! 

 

Tickets will be available at the gate for $6 each or a family maximum of $25. En-

try fee includes a wristband for game play and inflatable rides and 2 food tickets. 

Additional food tickets will be available for $.50 each. 

 

Families who pledged to the Oak Hill PTA may opt to use their blue PTA pledge 

and receive 2 free tickets per family! 

 

Be sure to mark it on your calendar! Donôt miss this fun event! 

And be sure to wear your Oak Hill Spirit Wear!! 


