WELCOME

to
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL!

Dear Parents and Students,

We welcome you to the home of the Liberty Lions! We want the next two years with us to
be an exciting learning time in preparation for high school. This booklet includes descrip-
tions of both seventh and eighth grade courses as well as general information about Liberty
Middle school and the high school program to assist with long-term planning.

Liberty Middle School students will be part of a team comprised of 125 to 135 students,
along with four or five team teachers. Each team has an administrator and counselor as-
signed to support the student’s educational process. The middle school team concept pro-
vides the core teachers with a common period to'plan, organize instructional activities, and
conference with students and parents.

Each student is required to take a full year of English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and
Health and Physical Education. Seventh and eighth grade students choose two periods of
electives that can be divided between full year and semester classes.

Students should consider current interests and future goals when selecting courses. Elec-
tive courses offer opportunities for enrichment, specialization, and exploration. Plan care-
fully. Talk with counselors and teachers who can help you make wise decisions about
courses to take in middle school.

Parental involvement is essential in achieving and maintaining student success. We en-
courage and appreciate parents participating in the PTA and volunteering to assist with the
many initiatives we plan together for our Liberty students.

We look forward to working with you. Should you have any questions regarding the infor-
mation presented in this booklet or any other questions regarding school, please call the
Student Services department at 703-988-8200. We wish you a successful school year!

Catherine M. Cipperly, Ed.D. Renee Pete
Principal Director of Student Services

Visit Liberty Middle School on the web @ www.fcps.edu/LibertyMS/
Visit the Liberty PTA at their website @ www.LibertyPTA.net




Middle School Promotion Policy

To qualify for promotion, seventh and eighth grade middle scho

students must demonstrate knowledge and competency based u;;lfn

identified standards of achievement in the four core areas of la
guage arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. To guara
promotion, students must demonstrate proficiency in the found
tional knowledge and skills in each of the four core subject areas a
earn a passing final grade based on grade level expectations.

Students who earn an AFO0O as a
jects are retained, at the discretion of the principal, and encourag
to participate in an intervention program. Based upon the extent t
which a student demonstrates knowledge and competency of ide
fied standards of achievement in an intervention program, he/she |s
promoted or retained. Students who are promoted may receive co
tinued intervention throughout the following school year. If student
do not participate in an intervention program, they are retained a
the discretion of the principal.

Students who earn an AFO
at the discretion of the principal.

To be placed in grade 9, the student must be promoted from thé"
grade.
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SEVENTH GRADE CORE REQUIRED PROC

CORE SUBJECTS: YHEARIG COURSES

NOTE: Students must pass eacfoaf core classegEnglish, Math, History, and Science) in order to be promoted.

. English 7

Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an understanding of reading as a proces
analyzing and comprehending texts. Language study includes vocabulary building, learning about
spelling. Through varied and frequent writing assignments, students build on their understanding of w
ess that includes drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. They use writing to develop
new concepts. Students also learn discussion skills and oral communication skills, and learn to adap
listening to the audience, topic, purpose, and situation. Reading and writing competencies addressec
Standards of Learning are incorporated into the course Shjeetntesare required to take the Standards of
Learning End of Course Test.

. English 7 Honors

This course extends the standard program of studies for English 7. As students read and study a varic
literature, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes analyzing and interpre
the text, they make connections across time, place and subject; perform as a practitioner or scholar
discipline; and selfssess and reflect on their learning and the learning process. Instruction is enrict
and extended through reseatudsed practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners,
problembased learning, research, and investigatiobidents are required to take the Standards of
Learning End of Course Test.

. Mathematics 7

Students examine algebral geometpreparatory concepts and skills; strategies for collecting, analyzit
interpreting data; and number concepts and skills; especially proportional reasoning. Reasoning, pr
communication, concept representation, and connections among mathematical ideas are empbasizec
learning environment. Graphing calculators and computers are integrated with instruction. This cours
dents the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills necessary for success in Algebra 1 or Algebra
Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

. Mathematics 7 Honors
The depth and level of understanding in Mathematics 7 Honors is beyond the scope of Mathematic
This course is based on Mathematics 8 curriculum and includes extensions and enrichment. Empha;
placed on mathematical reasoning, #ioatine problem solving, and algebraic connections among mathe
matical ideas. This course provides students the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills nece
for success in Algebra | or Algebra | HonoiStudents are required to take the Standards of Learning

End of Course Test. 3

. Investigations in Environmental Science
Investigations in Environmental Science builds upon the experiences in the life sciences introduced
uppetelementary grades. Cellular structure and function, heredity, diversity, populations and ecosyst
tent strands developed through a sequence of hands on investigations. To augnasettire/exiigations,
computer technologies including graphing calculators, Vernier prBit@vWsren@Btreaming videos are use
to build background knowledge and enhance student understanding. Process skills related to scientif
reasoning, and logic are integrated throughout the course as students carry out investigations, colle
data, and formulate conclusions.



CORE SUBJECTS: YHEARIG COURSES contirlued

Investigations in Environmental Science Honors

This course extends the standard program of studies for life science. As they study the content
structure and function, heredity, diversity, populations and ecosystems the students will think cq
connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a-dig
assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process. Instruction is enriched and exte

searckbased practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners;based feabteny, rg-

search, and investigations.

United States History, 1865 to the Present

The grade seven program provides a survey of American history since 1877. This course incq
strands of history, geography, civics, and economics. Important trends in American history arg
analysis of the role of ideas, individuals, and important events. Students dabambistolieand e
tend their understanding of how geography shapesStudeonis are required to take the Standards
Learning End of Course Test.

. US History 7 Honors

This course extends the standard program of studies for US History in grade 7, a survey of Ame
1865. As they study the four strands of history, geography, civics, and economics the students v
ally; make connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or scho
and seléssess and reflect on their learning and the learning process. Instruction is enriched
through researbhsed practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners,-leagedf

learning, research, and investigaBtrgents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of ¢

Test.

Health & Physical Education 7

Students strengthen and/or master basic skills developed at the elementary level. Emphasis is 0
leadup activities, modified games, and fitness and wellness activities. Content areas include rf
and dance, physical fitness, wetklat=d testing, fithess planning, and application of skills in seleg
and sports. Students study health units on alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use prevention, dig
man body, personal safety, injury prevention, lifetime health habits, emotional and social health,
and development.
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SEVENTH GRADE ELECTIVE PROGRA‘I\/IE

YEAR LONG ELECTIV*S

. Beginning Band
Beginning level band classes develop skills on woodwind or brass instruments. Guidance will |
instructor in the selection of an instrument. Simple duets, rounds and other ensemble literature w
in class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a par
This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Percussion Ensemble

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This course is designed to meet specific needs and/or interests for percussion instruments. C
study of appropriate ensemble literature, and rehearsal and performance techniques from the \
musical composition. Performances and rehearsals both in and out of school will be required. In
the group is at the discretion of the insfhustonurse requires a student materials fee as listed in FC
Notice 5922.

. Intermediate Ban&ymphonic Band & ConcBdnd

Prerequisite: Successful audition

Intermediate level band students will continue to develop skills on woodwind, brass, or percussior
variety of musical styles will be studied through the playing of band literature. Students at this |
into either Cadet or Concert Band. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours
as a part of this cour$his course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Band\(ind Ensemb)e

Prerequisite: Successful audition

Advanced level band offers instruction to the advanceddapiferstuly of musical styles will be real
through challenging band literature. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hour:
as a part of this cour$his course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Beginning Mixed Chorustermediate Mixed Choyus

This course provides instruction in proper vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and rehearsal pr
Through a variety of choral literature, students will expesiethos tiwegart singing. Types of perform-
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas. R
performances outside of normal school hours may be required as a part bhidhisocosesequires a
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Womends Chorus

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This course offers advanced instruction in vocal techniques, music fundamergatiingndT$ighigh a
variety of choral literature, students will experiéhaadime®part singing. Types of performances r
include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas. Rehearsa
ances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part ofTthis course.requires a student
materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Mends Chorus

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This course offers advanced instruct i oreading.n
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experiemcédhfegrart singing. Types of perforr
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.
performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part dfhtisiccorseerequires a
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
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YEARLONG ELECTIVES CONTINL[*ED

Beginning String Orchestra

Beginning level string class introduces students to the violin, viola, cello, and double bass, and ¢
skills. Guidance will be given by the instructor in the selection of an instrument. Simple duets, rg
erature will be performed in class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours
a part of this courdéhis course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Intermediate Orchesti@t{ing Ensembje

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This class offers the opportunity to participate in string orchestra ensembles. Additionally, interm
tra students will continue to develop skills on violin, viola, cello, and double bass. A variety of m
studied through the playing of appropriate string orchestra literature. Rehearsals and performancs
school hours will be required as a part of thisTdosirseurse requires a student materials fee as list
FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Orchestr&@ncert Orchestja

Prerequisite: Successful audition

Advanced Orchestra offers instruction to the experienced playde fihostgidyrand performance of cha
ing string orchestra literature, with an emphasis on upper level skills. Rehearsals and performar
mal school hours will be required as a part of thi¥lusucserse requires a student materials fee as |
in FCPS Notice 5922.

SEMESTER ELECTIV#—:S

. Theatre Arts Appreciation
Students develop an appreciation of theatre and the ability to perform through an introduction to
and skills of acting. Through viewing and patrticipating in a variety of performance activities, stu
imagination, poise, and confidence. Students will use the skills and knowledge obtained to ap

stand the purpose of theatre arts in school and other &hbis/itiesrse requires a student materials feq
listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Family and Consumer Sciences 7

This course uses higher order thinking skills that will help students develop responsible and posit
their societal roles. Through lab experiences and simulated activities with peers, students will de
sewing, clothing care, food management, care of others, and management of Shace@andesedquire
a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Music Participation Lab |

This course provides students with an opportunity to examine many kinds of music. Students will
in music through singing, listening, playing instruments, moving, and improvising. Other experi
vocal and instrumental ensembles, musical dramatizations, contemporary music, computer music
or recorderThis course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Introduction to Foreign Language

Students are introduced to one or more foreign languages and cultures. The languages most
French, German, Latin, and Spanish, but Chinese, Japanese, and Russian may also be included.
most basic structures, vocabulary, and expressions in each language, and study the culture of the
them. They are exposed to the basic steps and study habits necessary to learn a foreign langu
made aware of how knowl edge of a foreign |
goals. The d&eek course can include as many as four largusggestse does not count as a foreign
guage credit.
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SEVENTH GRADE ELECTIVE PROGRAN

SEMESTER ELECTIVES CONTI'}\IUED

. Art Foundations
Explore a variety of art materials, develop art technigues, and use creative thinking skills to expre
ideas and viewpoints about personal experiences and the world. Produce meaningful and unique dr
ings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics and crafts in a studio setting. Study artists and their wo
to gain understanding of the artistic process and learn about art produced at different times and in
verse cultures. Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Standards of Learning for .
disciplines. This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Computers in Art

Prerequisite: Previous semester of Art Foundations

Use the computer as a tool for creating original artwork. Work with a variety of software application
including Adobe Photoshop and Adobe lllustrator or other available software to explore subjects, ide
and themes related to living in the world. Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virgini
Standards of Learning for all disciplines and develop knowledge regarding ethical issues concerni
computer generated imagery. Prior computer experience is not reqthisctourse requires a Stu-

dent materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. 3D Art Exploration

Prerequisite: Previous semester of Art Foundations

Work in the thirddimension by creating sculptures, ceramic objects, models and installations that e
press ideas about personal experiences and observations of the world. Learn to use a variety of art
dia, nontraditional materials, tools and equipment to compose, construct, and form functional and dec
rative artworks. Build knowledge, refine skills, improve techniques, and craftsmanship to meet che
lenges and solve problems in unique ways. Investigate-timeensional artworks produced by artists

in different times and places to inform the-aréking processThis course requires a student materi-

als fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Technology Exploration 7

Students are provided active learning situations aswdiéighiking skill development through practical pr
lemsolving experiences; experience with technology; and exploration of personal interests, aptitudes,
The goal of the course is to prepare students to be technologically literate through the study of res
esses, systems, and i mpacts of technology. Tl
allow students to explore technology and related ddrisecsurse requires a student materials fee as
listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Computer Solutions

Computer Solutions provides students with the skills necessary to use the computahasgtpobléem
complete a variety of projects. Students participate in team building activities that include both acade
ness competencies. Basic touch keyboarding instruction is provided in the course as well as an i
software applications. Students will use these computer skills to cannpietdacrassvities.

« Journalism
Students learn basic publication and journalism skills focusing on writing articles and designing layot
pages of a newspaper, yearbook, and literary métfagnade Classroom Teacher recommendation re-

quired.
A2
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|CORE SUBJECTS: YEARIG COURSEY

NOTE: Students must pass eacloaf core classefEnglish, Math, Civics, and Science) in order to be pro-
moted.

English 8
Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an understanding of reading as a prog
analyzing and interpreting the text. Language study includes vocabulary building, learning abo
spelling. Through varied and frequent writing assignments, students build on their understandir
process that includes drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. Students practice g

forms including informational/technical and essay writing. All students learn to adapt speaking and

the audience, topic, purpose, and situation. Reading and writing competencies addressed in th
dards of Learning are incorporated into the course dbjedewes.are required to take the Standards
Learning End of Course Test.

English 8 Honors

This course extends the standard program of studies for English 8. As students read and study
ture, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes analyzing and interpret
make connections across time, place and subject; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a-dis
assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process. Instruction is enriched and extel
searckbased practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners;baged pealoieny, re-
search, and investigati@tsidents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Te

Investigating Matter and Energy

Investigating Matter and Energy builds upon the experiences in the physical sciences introduced
uppeselementary grades. Properties of matter, energy forms, and their transformations, and for
are content strands developed through a sequence of hands on investigations. To aubassad t
investigations, computer technologies including graphing calculators, VernieriRp@idsyane, <i@am
ing videos are used to build background knowledge and enhance student understanding. Proceq

tions, collect and analyze data, and formulate conclusions. End of Course test covers content f
and 8.Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

Investigating Matter and Energy Honors
This course extends the standard program of studies for physical sicence. As they study the ¢
properties of matter, energy forms and their transformations, and forces and motion the studentg
tually; make connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or schd
and seldssess and reflect on their learning and the learning process. Instruction is enriched
through researbhsed practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learnerdyasgd peaioe
ing, research, and investigations. End of Course test covers content from grades 6, 7, and 8.
Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.
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EIGHTH GRADE CORE REQUIRED PROGR

CORE SUBJECTS: YHEARIG COURSES continped

. Civics and Economics

The grade eight program is designed to prepare students to be responsible, productive citizens ir
republic and an interconnected world. Basic knowledge and understanding of the concepts and
democratic government and the American economic system are stressed. Students are helped
the meaning of individual rights and responsibilities; the ideals of liberty, justice, and equality; a
law. Students learn about making choices and recognizing the consequences of decisions, inclu
political, and economic decisions. Students also learn that citizens must value individual and grot
appreciate diversity, and develop moral values. A service learning component helps students pe
zenship educatidBtudents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

. Civics and Economics Honors

This course extends the standard program of studies for Honors Civics and Economics in grade
signed to prepare students to be responsible, productive citizens in a democratic republic and an |
world. As they gain an understanding of the concepts and processes of democratic government
can economic system the students will think conceptually; make connections across time, place &
eas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a disciplineassesssatid reflect on their learning and tl
learning process. Instruction is enriched and extended throughsezb@aactices designed to engagt
and challenge advanced learners, e.g. ad#drtearning, research, and investigations. A service le:
component helps students personalize citizenship estucksinds.are required to take the Standards of
Learning End of Course Test.

. Health & Physical Education 8

Students continue to strengthen and/or master basic skills, and participate in wellness activities
related testing, and fitness planning. Content areas include rhythmic activities and dance, and
skills in selected games and sports. Students begin to review lifetime sports and activities for lif
planning. Students study health units on alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use prevention, person
prevention, lifetime health habits, emotional and social health, and human growth and developmer




NOTE: CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FOUR MATH CLASSES:

Mathematics 8

Prerequisite: Mathematics 7

Students extend their study of algakdrgeometpreparatory concepts and skills; strategies for collect
lyzing, and interpreting data; and number concepts and skills; especially proportional reasoning.
lem solving, communication, concept representation, and connections among mathematical ideas
a handsn learning environment. Graphing calculators and computers are integrated with instruc
provides students the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills necessary for success in Algg
Honors. Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

« Algebral

Prerequisite Mathematics 7

High School Credit: 1

This course extends studentsdéd knowledge and
the study of variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and analysis of data eeonlddfrenome
ena. Emphasis is placed on making connections in algebra to geometry and statistics. Calculg
technologies will be used as tools wherever appropriate. Use of a graphing calculator is considere
vide a graphical and numerical approach to topics in addition to a symbolic approach. Topics in
tions and inequalities, systems of linear equations, relations, functions, an8tpdmsnaiedstequired tg

take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.
Note: Students who have mastered the standards of Mathematics 7 and 8 in grade 7 are eligible to take Algebrall 3
Honors in grade 8. When taken in grade 8, Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors become a part of the high school trans
are included in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and count as one of the required 1
credits for high school graduation. Parents may request that the Algebra 1 and the Algebra 1 Honors grade be amit
studentds transcript and the student not earn hi gtlorss
Prerequisite: Mathematics 7

in grade 8 must pass the course to be promoted to grade 9.
High School Credit: 1

Students extend their knowledge and understanding of the real number system and its properties|
of variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and the analysis of data from real world phenon
placed on algebraic connections to arithmetic, geometry, and statistics. Calculators and computg
integral tools. Graphing calculators are an essential tool for every student to explore graphical, ny
bolic relationshipStudents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.
Note: Students who have mastered the standards of Mathematics 7 and 8 in grade 7 are eligible to take Algebrall 3
Honors in grade 8. When taken in grade 8, Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors become a part of the high school trans
are included in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and count as one of the required 1
credits for high school graduation. Parents may request that the Algebra 1 and the Algebra 1 Honors grade be amit
studentd6s transcript and the student not earn hi glorss
in grade 8 must pass the course to be promoted to grade 9.

=
EEE

. Algebra 1 Honors

(a + b)°= a’+ 2ab

. Geometry Honors
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

High School Credit: 1

The depth and level of understanding expected in Geometry Honors is beyond the scope of Geomet

emphasizes tivand thredimensional reasoning skills, coordinate and transformational geometry, ar
geometric models to solve problems. A variety of applications and some gsolerat) geableigues, in
cluding algebraic skills, will be used to explore geometric relationships. Conjectures about prope

ships are developed inductively and then verified deductively. Students {Buebktigategemmetries, far-

mal logic, and use deductive proofs to verify theorems. Calculators, computers, graphing utilities,
try software, and other appropriate technology tools will be used to assist in teachiSgualedtea@n
required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.
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YEARi LONG ELECTIVES

EIGHTH GRADE ELECTIVE PROGRA'\/I$

. Art Extensions

Prerequisite: Grade 8 with recommendation of teacher

Art Extensions offers an opportunity for eighth grade students with interest andalsrage perform-
ance in art to refine their artistic skills and techniques. Students interpret and express personal fe
experiences, and observations in advanced level art projects. They work with a variety of medic
tools including technological applications in drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture and t
evaluate and critique their own and other students' artwork. Students study art history and cultur
analyze the works of great artists while making interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia ¢
dards of Learning for all disciplinesThis course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS
Notice 5922.

WORLD LANGUAGES

. German1 ;
. Spanish 1 | } ~
. French 1l }

High School Credit: 1

Students develop the ability to communicate about themselves and their immediate environment u:
tences containing basic language structures. This communication is evidenced in all féuistamguzge
speaking, reading and waitivith emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. Studer
explore and study the Program of Studies (POS) themes of Personal and Family Life, School Life,
Community LifEor middle school students, this credit becomes a part of the high school transcript,
cluded in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and counts toward fulfil
foreign language requirements of the high school diploma. It also counts toward the total number o
required for graduation.

MUSIC

. Beginning Band

Beginning level band classes develop skills on woodwind or brass instruments. Guidance will be
structor in the selection of an instrument. Simple duets, rounds and other ensemble literature will
class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a pHnisof tt
course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Percussion Ensemble
Prerequisite: Successful audition
This course is designed to meet specific needs and/or interests for percussion instruments. Conte
of appropriate ensemble literature, and rehearsal and performance techniques from the various &
composition. Performances and rehearsals both in and out of school willhie cequsedequires a stu-
dent materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
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YEARi LONG ELECTIVES CONTINUED

~|III"

Intermediate Ban&ymphonic Band & Concert Band 4'
Prerequisite: Successful audition

Intermediate level band students will continue to develop skills on woodwind, brass, or percuss
A variety of musical styles will be studied through the playing of band literature. Students at
split into either Cadet or Concert Band. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal sch
required as a part of this codrse. course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS N
5922.

. Advanced Band\(ind Ensemb)e

Prerequisite: Successful audition

Advanced level band offers instruction to the advanceddelptyestubly of musical styles will be regliz

through challenging band literature. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school
quired as a part of this courkes course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice

. Beginning Mixed Chorustermediate Mixed Choyus
This course provides instruction in proper vocal technigues, music fundamentals, and rehg
Through a variety of choral literature, students will expesiet® tivegart singing. Types of perfor
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.
performances outside of normal school hours may be required as a part bhihiscroseseequires a
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

2

Cho

Advanced Womenos ‘

Prerequisite: Successful audition
This course offers advanced instruction in vocal techniques, music fundamergatingndrsightgh
variety of choral literature, students will experiénaedimetotpart singing. Types of performances
include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas. Rehears
ances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part offthis course.requires a studer
materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

-

Advanced Menos Chorus

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This course offers advanced instruct i eeading.
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experiamcéahfegrart singing. Types of perfo
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas
performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part ghikiccotsseaequires g

student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Beginning String Orchestra

Beginning level string class introduces students to the violin, viola, cello, and double bass, and
skills. Guidance will be given by the instructor in the selection of an instrument. Simple duets
literature will be performed in class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school
quired as a part of this courkes course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice
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EIGHTH GRADE ELECTIVE PROGRAI\/Iﬁ

YEARI LONG ELECTIVES CONTINUED

. Intermediate Orchestiating Ensemb)e

Prerequisite: Successful audition

This class offers the opportunity to participate in string orchestra ensembles. Additionally, intermedia
students will continue to develop skills on violin, viola, cello, and double bass. A variety of musical s
ied through the playing of appropriate string orchestra literature. Rehearsals and performances o
school hours will be required as a part of thisTdoarseurse requires a student materials fee as listed
FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Orchestr&dncer}

Prerequisite: Successful audition
Advanced Orchestra offers instruction to the experienced playdepthosiyfiynand performance of challe
ing string orchestra literature, with an emphasis on upper level skills. Rehearsals and performances
school hours will be required as a part of thisTdosrseurse requires a student materials fee as listed
FCPS Notice 5922.

SEMESTER ELECTIVES

. Technology Exploration 8
Technology Exploration is the concluding technology education experience at the middle school leve
technological systems and assessing their impacts as well as applying and expanding what they hav
demic subjects and previous technology education courses, students acquire a global view of techno
|l ar Asynergistico | abs provide active | earnir
The content covered in all modular labs is designed to reinforce the Virginia Standards of Learning (S
ence, language arts, social studies, and techiffukbgpurse requires a student materials fee as listed
FCPS Notice 5922.

. Digital Input Technologies

Prerequisite Successful completion of Computer Solutions or equivalent skill

Digital Input Technologies introduces new and emerging input devicek gad)hapeasatingcognition soft-
ware, headset/microphone, personal data assistant [PDA], scanner, digital camera, digital video ca
and mouse) to prepare students for using tools that are becoming standard in the workplace and in e\

. Theatre Arts Appreciation

Students develop an appreciation of theatre and the ability to perform through an introduction to the
and skills of acting. Through viewing and patrticipating in a variety of performance activities, stude
imagination, poise, and confidence. Students will use the skills and knowledge obtained to appreciat
the purpose of theatre arts in school and other dttisittesirse requires a student materials fee as listed
FCPS Notice 5922.

. Advanced Theatre Arts Appreciation

Prerequisite:Recommendation of the Instructor

Students who are continuing the study of theatre arts for the second year will be able to apply and
developed in the introductory class. They will participate in a variety of dramatic activities and perfor
diences. This course is designed for students who are interested in an expanded study of theatre al
municatio.his course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Journalism
Students learn basic publication and journalism skills focusing on writing articles and designing lay
pages of a newspaper, yearbook, and literary mégaGiaele English teacher recommendation required.
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SEMESTER ELECTIVES CONTINUED

Music Participation Lab |
This course provides students with an opportunity to examine many kinds of music. Students will &
in music through singing, listening, playing instruments, moving, and improvising. Other experig
vocal and instrumental ensembles, musical dramatizations, contemporary music, computer music,
or recordefThis course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Art Foundations
Explore a variety of art materials, develop art techniques, and use creative thinking skills to expreg
and viewpoints about personal experiences and the world. Produce meaningful and unique dr|
paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics and crafts in a studio setting. Study artists and their works
understanding of the artistic process and learn about art produced at different times and in dive
tures. Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Standards of Learning for all disci
This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. Computers in Art

Use the computer as a tool for creating original artwork. Work with a variety of software applicatio
cluding Adobe Photoshop and Adobe lllustrator or other available software to explore subjects, idq
themes related to living in the world. Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Staf
of Learning for all disciplines and develop knowledge regarding ethical issues concerning computg
erated imagery. Prior computer experience is not requitgd.course requires a student materials fee
as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

. 3D Art Exploration

Work in the thirddimension by creating sculptures, ceramic objects, models and installations that e
ideas about personal experiences and observations of the world. Learn to use a variety of art me(
traditional materials, tools and equipment to compose, construct, and form functional and decorat
works. Build knowledge, refine skills, improve techniques, and craftsmanship to meet challeng
solve problems in unique ways. Investigate thdieeensional artworks produced by artists in differe
times and places to inform the -anaking process.This course requires a student materials fee as
listed in FCPS Notice 5922.

Peer Helping

Prerequisite: Successful completion of the selection procedures including application and recomme
proval by the Peer Helper program instructors and the Director of Student Services is required. Th
course designed to train and facilitate a peer helper program in the middle school. The course pro
nity for students to develop their support and leadership skills in assisting others. Students are tau
by learning to be more effective listeners, developing friendship skills, becoming group leaders, ang
role models. Course topics inclugstselfn and selploration, communication skills, peer refusal skills
stance abuse prevention, and dewnigidng and problsaiving techniques. Student activities include frig
support to peers, orientation of new students, elementary outreach, and community service prograr

Family and Consumer Sciences 8

This semester course uses higher order thinking skills and simulated life experiences that enable t
challenges in clothing and food management, career awareness, fithess and wellness, personal
relationships with others. Career exploration activities assist students with high school chuisse
course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.
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SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGU;ﬂ\GES

Students in the ESOL program possess moderate, limited, or no proficiency in Englist
varying degrees of English instruction. These classes-kmegatirpgaams.

. Beginning ESOL Engli€iwo Class Periods)

Grade: 8

This is a two period English class in which WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students may be enrolled. This
to support the development of academic language and skills through alignment with the grade leve
standards. It maintains a focus on vocabulary development, literacy skills and the writing process.
be repeatedStudents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

. ESOL Focus Science

Grade: 8

This course is the science course for WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students. It is designed to develop tf
guage of science through scaffolded grade level labs. Students explore the scientific process alc
cabulary and concepts through Life and Physical Science. This course ma&ytbderggemtedequired to
take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

. ESOL US History 7

Grade: 7

This is the Social Studies class in which grade 7 WIDA ELP Levels 1 & 2 students are enrolled. It is
grade 7 US History Il Standards of Learning and the FCPS POS. This class is designed to support
of academic language and skills through alignment with the grade level Social Studies Standards.
development of vocabulary and academic discourse of Sociatugtenliesare required to take the Stan
dards of Learning End of Course Test.

. ESOL Civics & Economics 8

Grade: 8

This is the Social Studies class in which grade 8 WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students are enrolled.
signed to support the development of academic language and skills through alignment with the gre
Economics standards. It supports the development of vocabulary and academic discourse @tGocia
dents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

15



H ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES CCNNTINUED

Developing ESOL English

Grade: i 8

This is the English class in which WIDA ELP Levels 2 & 3 may be enrolled. This class is desigf
development of academic language skills through alignment with the grade level Language Arts g
tains a focus on vocabulary development, reading comprehension and the writing process.
Level 3 ESOL students should be enrolled in grade level English. This course m&tunkeméepeate
required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.

ESOL Academic Language

Grade: 8
The class is designed to continue the development of academic language across the curriculum.

4 students are enrolled in both this course and a grade level English class. This course may be

ELP Level 3 students in conjunction with Developing ESOL English (572061). Students read a
and use technology as they work with the writing process to extend and refine their English lang
course may be repeated.

ADDITIONAL ESOL COURSES

FAST Math 3

Grade: 8

This course provides instruction in 7th and 8th grade math skills to WIDA ELP Level 1 and 2 st
gaps (one grade level below) in math and language which would impact success in mainstrearn
presents the 7th and 8th grade POS in a compacted format using manipulatives, adapted ma
strategies for teaching the language ofStadknts are required to take the Standards of Learning B
Course Test.

”Specialized Cours%s

Reading

Students who are identified as needing additional reading instruction may be offere
nity to takRead 180.

Read 180

This course is an individualized reading program which assesses and develops essential decod
hension skills. The program increases reading fluency through supported and varied reading e
tion and nonfiction materials. Daily $tzcdvelr interaction is accomplished througgroupolsmagroup
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SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

Specialized Courses Continuﬂad

. Action Literacy 7

Action Literacy 7 is a one semester SOL support class for the English Reading SOL (not Writing SOL
for 7th grade students reading on or just below grade level. The classes are capped at 15 students.

students have word attack skills and comprehension skills near grade level (on grade level to two ye:
below grade level), but their general comprehension is literal or low level. This course reinforces vo-
cabulary instruction as well as explicit reading strategy instruction.

. Action Literacy 8

Action Literacy 8 is a one semester SOL support class for the English Reading SOL (not Writing St
for 8th grade students reading on or just below grade level. The classes are capped at 15 students.
students have word attack skills and comprehension skills near grade level (on grade level to two
below grade level), but their general comprehension is literal or low level. This course reinforces
cabulary instruction as well as explicit reading strategy instruction.

Math

. Algebra Readiness

A one semester class designed to provide specific intervention through instruction with each of th
standards in the following categories: number and number sense; computation and estimation; me
ometry; probability and statistics; and patterns, functions and algebra.

. Power Math
A one semester class that focuses on fundamental skills with integer operations, order of operations,
percent and percent applications, along with area and graphing concepts.

|SPECIAL EDUCATIDN

Liberty Middle school offers a continuum of special education services through programs specifice
meet the needs of students with autism, emotional disabilities, specific learning disabilities, and/or ¢
guage impairment. Students with disabilities are eligible to participate in courses expressly design
needs as determined by the studentods I ndividi
fully mainstreamed in their academic classes or may receive special education servicemtigttugh a
selfcontained class.

. TeamTaught Classes
These are general education classes in math, English, science and social studies taught by both a
tion and a special education teacheri thaght classes are the same size as general education classes

. SelfContained Classes
Selicontained classes are designed for special education students who require more individualizec
reinforcement in order to make academic progress. These classes are taught by special educatio
have a lower teacher to student ratio. <

<@
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” Special Education Electivegs

o Basic Skills

Grade: M8

This elective course is designed to provide support to students in core curricular areas and to proyide diregt in
tion in specific learning strategies, study skills, time management, organization and coping skills. | Time is lso
ted to address individual areas of need as dent i
dents may receive assistance on core curricular assignments, this course is not designed to serye as a sjud)
The course may be taught as an elective in both 7th and 8th grades, as appropriate.

. Reading7/s U
Grade: 8

Reading classes are taught by special education teachers and address a variety of reading issu¢s as d
ing, fluency, and comprehension. Students taking this course are currently reading significantly belogv grjpdg le
« Work Awareness and Transition (WAT) >

This yedong course is designed to explore possible careers to help students plan for high school cmlrses. Stu-
dents learn wenddated skills and behaviors such as attitude towards work and appropriate e spnedes
relationships. N

« Personal Development U
Grade: i 8 -Q

This special education course is designed for students who need additional social/lemotional support iN@rder t
gress in the general education curriculum because their social/emotional needs affect their school bgrfqrm:
Course topics include: understanding yourssgftiggatommunication, building relationships, dealing it 0
tions, stress management, wellness, wobieg decisiomaking, sedfdvocacy, and career and transirio

This course is appropriate for students who have documented social/emotional needs on their Indjvi izgdd E
| ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ™

. Speech and Language Services m
Speech and language clinicians identify, assess, and diagnose specific communication deficits; prpvite fehpbil
for communication deficits in accordance with the Individualized Education Program (IEP); and colinsel and gui
teachers, children, and parents regarding communication impairments.

18




SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

ADVANCED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Liberty Middle School offers Honors courses in mathematics, social studies, science, and English
courages students to access the Honors program by taking at least one Honors course. In caref
ering Honors placement, please keep in mind the student attributes below which are closely aligne
cess in the program. Typically, Honors students:

- Read on or above grade level.

- Demonstrate emerging autonomy and independence, especially in completing class assignr
fulfilling course expectations.

- Display a genuine interest and a willingness to learn in the specific subject area(s).

- Achieve abowerage or advanced scoresalass and state Standards of Learning assessments

- Earn abovaverage academic grades for previously completed course work in the requested
placement.

- Take initiative to locate and research answers to their own questions in order to learn and s:
lems.

- Show strength in using evidence and information to support and defend ideas.

. Algebra 1 Honors

Grade: 7
Rising seventh grade students will be placed in Algebra 1 Honors by meeting the {eittemiag divisit
guirements:

1. Participation in sixth grade Compacted Mat
grade 6

2. A score at the 91st percentile or better on the lowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) in grade 6

3. A score of 500 or better (pass advanced) on the Virginia Standards of Learning grade 7 mathel

(a + b)2= a’+ 2ab +

Note: All applicants to the freshman class of Thomas Jefferson H
School for Science and Technolagust be enrolled in Algebra 1 or a
higher leveinathematics course in grade eight to be eligible to appl
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Label Here

th
7" Grade
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE SELECTION SHEET
20112012
Student Name: Male Female
(Last) (First) (Middle)
Address:
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)
Parent/Guardian Name: Parent/Guardian Name:
Parent/Guardian Phone: (H) (W) Parent/Guardian Phone: (H) (W)
Parent/Guardian nail: Parent/Guaretizail E
Elementary School Attended in 262011;
Student has an IEP Student has a 504 Plan Student is in ESOL Program
REQUIRED COURSES:
English 7 History 7 Science 7 Math 7
English 7 Honors* History 7 Honors* Science 7 Honors* Math 7 Honors*

Health and PE 7

*Placement in Honors classes is fll -year commitment
Parents will be notified regarding placement in Algebra 1 Honors during the summer months once assessment results becomdadai

ESOL COURSES: Complete ESOL Course Selection Sheet

SPECIAL EDUCATION COURSES: Complete Special Education Course Selection Sheet

The remaining two classes in the student s schedul-gearaealetves;tome
(1) full-year and two (2) semester electives; or four (4) semester electives.
Electives: Inadequate staffing and/or enrollment may cause course cancellation.

Full Year Electives:

Band** Orchestra** Chorus**

** Placement by Liberty Middle School Music teachers
***Classroom teacher recommendation required.
****Prerequisite: Previous semester of Art Foundations.

Semester Electives:
If you are choosing semester electives, please number them in the order of prefelghc®uk to space limitations in eadass, it may be
necessary to assign an elective other than your first choice(s).

___Family and Consumer Sciences ___Music Patrticipation Lab (MPL)

___Introduction to Foreign Language (IFL) _____Theatre Arts Appreciation

_____Technology Exploration 7 ___Computer Solutions

_____Art Foundations ___Journalism (Recommendation Required)***
___Computers in Art**** xhk

___ 3D Art Exploration**** (Signature indicates recommendation of classroom teacher)

Parent/Guardian and Student Parents are requested to discuss these offerings with their children and consider selections to fiena commitment as
staffing and course offerings are planned on course requests. Your signature indicates approval of this schedule.

STUDENT SIGNATURE: DATE:
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: DATE:
White Copy: Student Services Department Yellow Copy: To Parent

20



Attach Student

h Label Here
{
8" Grade
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE SELECTION SHEET
20112012
Student Name: Male Female
(Last) (First) (Middle)
Address:
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)
Parent/Guardian Name: Parent/Guardian Name:
Parent/Guardian Phone: (H) (W) Parent/Guardian Phone: (H) (W)
Parent/Guardian-ail: Parent/GuarehiaailE
Student has an IEP Student has a 504 Plan Student is in ESOL Program

REQUIRED COURSES:

English 8 Science 8 Civics 8 Math 8 Algebra 1 Honors*

English 8 Honors Science 8 Honors Civics 8 Honors Algebra 1* Geometry Honors*

Health and PE 8
* High School credit class
Note: Placement in Honors classes isfall -year commitment.
ESOL COURSES: Complete ESOL Course Selection Sheet
SPECIAL EDUCATION COURSES: Complete Special Education Course Selection Sheet
The remaining two classes in the student s s che dyealaetivas; ane (L)dull b
year and two (2) semester electives; or four (4) semester electives.
Electives: Inadequate staffing and/or enrollment may cause course cancellation.
*High School credit class.
**Placement by Liberty Middle School Music teachers.
***Teacher recommendation required.
Full Year Electives:
Band** Chorus** Spanish 1*
Orchestra** Art Extensions 8*** French 1*
Recommendation attached German 1*

Semester Electives
If you are choosing semester electives, number them in the order of preferédce, 1

Art Foundations Technology Exploration 8 Family and Consumer Sciences

Computers in Art Theatre Arts Appreciation Digital Input Technologies

3D Art Exploration Music Participation Lab (MPL) Peer Helping

Journalism*** Advanced Theatre Arts*** ____Application ____Recommendation

okk Recommendation of Ms. Scott
(Signature of English teacher)

Parent/Guardian and Student Parents are requested to discuss these offerings with their children and consider selections to liena commitment as staffing and course
offerings are planned on course requests. Your signature indicates approval of this schedule.

STUDENT SIGNATURE: DATE:
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: DATE:
White Copy: Student Services Department Yellow Copy: To Parent
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