
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Promotion Policy 
 
To qualify for promotion, seventh and eighth grade middle school 

students must demonstrate knowledge and competency based upon 

identified standards of achievement in the four core areas of lan-

guage arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. To guarantee 

promotion, students must demonstrate proficiency in the founda-

tional knowledge and skills in each of the four core subject areas and 

earn a passing final grade based on grade level expectations.   

 

Students who earn an ñFò as a final grade in one or two core sub-

jects are retained, at the discretion of the principal, and encouraged 

to participate in an intervention program.  Based upon the extent to 

which a student demonstrates knowledge and competency of identi-

fied standards of achievement in an intervention program, he/she is 

promoted or retained. Students who are promoted may receive con-

tinued intervention throughout the following school year.  If students 

do not participate in an intervention program, they are retained at 

the discretion of the principal. 

 

Students who earn an ñFò in three or four core courses are retained, 

at the discretion of the principal. 

 

To be placed in grade 9, the student must be promoted from the 8th 

grade.  
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English 7   
Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes 
analyzing and comprehending texts.  Language study includes vocabulary building, learning about grammar, and 
spelling.  Through varied and frequent writing assignments, students build on their understanding of writing as a proc-
ess that includes drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing.  They use writing to develop ideas and learn 
new concepts.  Students also learn discussion skills and oral communication skills, and learn to adapt speaking and 
listening to the audience, topic, purpose, and situation.  Reading and writing competencies addressed in the Virginia 
Standards of Learning are incorporated into the course objectives.  Students are required to take the Standards of 
Learning End of Course Test.                                                                                              

Mathematics 7 
Students examine algebra- and geometry-preparatory concepts and skills;  strategies for collecting, analyzing, and 
interpreting data; and number concepts and skills; especially proportional reasoning.  Reasoning, problem solving, 
communication, concept representation, and connections among mathematical ideas are emphasized in a hands-on 
learning environment.  Graphing calculators and computers are integrated with instruction.  This course provides stu-
dents the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills necessary for success in Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Honors.  
Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 

Investigations in Environmental Science  
Investigations in Environmental Science builds upon the experiences in the life sciences introduced to students in 
upper-elementary grades.  Cellular structure and function, heredity, diversity, populations and ecosystems are con-
tent strands developed through a sequence of hands on investigations.  To augment the inquiry-based investigations, 
computer technologies including graphing calculators, Vernier probeware, CD-ROMs, and streaming videos are used 
to build background knowledge and enhance student understanding.  Process skills related to scientific investigation, 
reasoning, and logic are integrated throughout the course as students carry out investigations, collect and analyze 
data, and formulate conclusions.  
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 CORE SUBJECTS:    YEAR-LONG COURSES 

NOTE:   Students must pass each of  four core classes  (English, Math, History, and Science) in order to be promoted. 
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English 7  Honors 
This course extends the standard program of studies for English 7.  As students read and study a variety of 

literature, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes analyzing and interpreting 

the text, they make connections across time, place and subject; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a 

discipline; and self-assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process.  Instruction is enriched 

and extended through research-based practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners, e.g.  

problem-based learning, research, and investigations.  Students are required to take the Standards of 

Learning End of Course Test.    

Mathematics 7 Honors 
The depth and level of understanding in Mathematics 7 Honors is beyond the scope of Mathematics 7.  

This course is based on Mathematics 8 curriculum and includes extensions and enrichment.  Emphasis is 

placed on mathematical reasoning, non-routine problem solving, and algebraic connections among mathe-

matical ideas.  This course provides students the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills necessary 

for success in Algebra I or Algebra I Honors.  Students are required to take the Standards of Learning 

End of Course Test.    
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CORE SUBJECTS:    YEAR-LONG COURSES  continued 

Health & Physical Education 7 
Students strengthen and/or master basic skills developed at the elementary level.  Emphasis is on highly organized 
lead-up activities, modified games, and fitness and wellness activities.  Content areas include rhythmic activities 
and dance, physical fitness, wellness-related testing, fitness planning, and application of skills in selected games 
and sports.  Students study health units on alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use prevention, disease and the hu-
man body, personal safety, injury prevention, lifetime health habits, emotional and social health, and human growth 
and development. 

United States History, 1865 to the Present 
The grade seven program provides a survey of American history since 1877.  This course incorporates the four 
strands of history, geography, civics, and economics. Important trends in American history are identified by the 
analysis of the role of ideas, individuals, and important events.  Students develop historical-thinking skills and ex-
tend their understanding of how geography shapes history.  Students are required to take the Standards of 
Learning End of Course Test. 

Investigations in Environmental Science Honors 
 This course extends the standard program of studies for life science.  As they study the content strands of cellular 
structure and function, heredity, diversity, populations and ecosystems the students will think conceptually; make 
connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a discipline; and self-
assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process.  Instruction is enriched and extended through re-
search-based practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners, e.g.  problem-based learning, re-
search, and investigations. 

US History 7 Honors 
This course extends the standard program of studies for US History in grade 7, a survey of American history since 
1865.  As they study the four strands of history, geography, civics, and economics the students will think conceptu-
ally; make connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a discipline; 
and self-assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process.  Instruction is enriched and extended 
through research-based practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners, e.g.  problem-based 
learning, research, and investigations.  Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course 
Test.    
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Beginning Band  
Beginning level band classes develop skills on woodwind or brass instruments.  Guidance will be given by the 
instructor in the selection of an instrument.  Simple duets, rounds and other ensemble literature will be performed 
in class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  
This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Percussion Ensemble 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course is designed to meet specific needs and/or interests for percussion instruments.  Content includes 
study of appropriate ensemble literature, and rehearsal and performance techniques from the various areas of 
musical composition.  Performances and rehearsals both in and out of school will be required. Instrumentation of 
the group is at the discretion of the instructor. This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS 
Notice 5922. 

Intermediate Band (Symphonic Band & Concert Band) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Intermediate level band students will continue to develop skills on woodwind, brass, or percussion instruments.  A 
variety of musical styles will be studied through the playing of band literature.  Students at this level will be split 
into either Cadet or Concert Band.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required 
as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Advanced Band (Wind Ensemble) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Advanced level band offers instruction to the advanced player.  In-depth study of musical styles will be realized 
through challenging band literature.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required 
as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

YEARñLONG ELECTIVES 

Beginning Mixed Chorus (Intermediate Mixed Chorus)   
This course provides instruction in proper vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and rehearsal practices.  
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience two- and/or three-part singing.  Types of perform-
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and 
performances outside of normal school hours may be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Advanced Womenõs Chorus  
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course offers advanced instruction in vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and sight-reading.  Through a 
variety of choral literature, students will experience threeï and/or four-part singing.  Types of performances may 
include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and perform-
ances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student 
materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Advanced Menõs Chorus  

Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course offers advanced instruction in menôs vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and sight-reading.  
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience threeï and/or four-part singing.  Types of perform-
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and 
performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Theatre Arts Appreciation 
Students develop an appreciation of theatre and the ability to perform through an introduction to the basic concepts 
and skills of acting.  Through viewing and participating in a variety of performance activities, students will enhance 
imagination, poise, and confidence.  Students will use the skills and knowledge obtained to appreciate and under-
stand the purpose of theatre arts in school and other activities.   This course requires a student materials fee as 
listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Beginning String Orchestra 
Beginning level string class introduces students to the violin, viola, cello, and double bass, and develops beginning 
skills.  Guidance will be given by the instructor in the selection of an instrument.  Simple duets, rounds, and other lit-
erature will be performed in class.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours may be required as 
a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Intermediate Orchestra (String Ensemble) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This class offers the opportunity to participate in string orchestra ensembles.  Additionally, intermediate level orches-
tra students will continue to develop skills on violin, viola, cello, and double bass.  A variety of musical styles will be 
studied through the playing of appropriate string orchestra literature.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal 
school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in 
FCPS Notice 5922. 

Advanced Orchestra (Concert Orchestra) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Advanced Orchestra offers instruction to the experienced player through in-depth study and performance of challeng-
ing string orchestra literature, with an emphasis on upper level skills.  Rehearsals and performances outside of nor-
mal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed 
in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Family and Consumer Sciences 7 
This course uses higher order thinking skills that will help students develop responsible and positive attitudes toward 
their societal roles.  Through lab experiences and simulated activities with peers, students will develop basic skills in 
sewing, clothing care, food management, care of others, and management of space and self.  This course requires 
a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Music Participation Lab I 
This course provides students with an opportunity to examine many kinds of music.  Students will be actively involved 
in music through singing, listening, playing instruments, moving, and improvising.  Other experiences may include 
vocal and instrumental ensembles, musical dramatizations, contemporary music, computer music, guitar, piano, and/
or recorder.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

SEMESTER ELECTIVES 

YEAR-LONG ELECTIVES CONTINUED 
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Introduction to Foreign Language 
Students are introduced to one or more foreign languages and cultures.  The languages most often studied are 
French, German, Latin, and Spanish, but Chinese, Japanese, and Russian may also be included.  Students learn the 
most basic structures, vocabulary, and expressions in each language, and study the culture of the people who speak 
them.  They are exposed to the basic steps and study habits necessary to learn a foreign language.  Students are 
made aware of how knowledge of a foreign language enriches a personôs life and expands the options of career 
goals.  The 18-week course can include as many as four languages. This course does not count as a foreign lan-

guage credit. 
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Art Foundations 
Explore a variety of art materials, develop art techniques, and use creative thinking skills to express 

ideas and viewpoints about personal experiences and the world.  Produce meaningful and unique draw-

ings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics and crafts in a studio setting.  Study artists and their works 

to gain understanding of the artistic process and learn about art produced at different times and in di-

verse cultures.  Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Standards of Learning for all 

disciplines.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.    

Technology Exploration 7  
Students are provided active learning situations and higher-order thinking skill development through practical prob-
lem-solving experiences; experience with technology; and exploration of personal interests, aptitudes, and abilities. 
The goal of the course is to prepare students to be technologically literate through the study of resources, proc-
esses, systems, and impacts of technology. The modular ñsynergisticò labs provide active learning situations that 
allow students to explore technology and related careers.   This course requires a student materials fee as 
listed in FCPS Notice 5922.   

Computer Solutions  
Computer Solutions provides students with the skills necessary to use the computer as a problem-solving tool to 
complete a variety of projects.  Students participate in team building activities that include both academic and busi-
ness competencies.  Basic touch keyboarding instruction is provided in the course as well as an introduction to 
software applications. Students will use these computer skills to complete cross-curricular activities. 

SEMESTER ELECTIVES CONTINUED  

Journalism 

Students learn basic publication and journalism skills focusing on writing articles and designing layouts for sample 
pages of a newspaper, yearbook, and literary magazine.  6th Grade Classroom Teacher recommendation re-
quired. 
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Computers in Art  
Prerequisite:  Previous semester of Art Foundations 
Use the computer as a tool for creating original artwork.  Work with a variety of software applications 

including Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator or other available software to explore subjects, ideas 

and themes related to living in the world.  Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia 

Standards of Learning for all disciplines and develop knowledge regarding ethical issues concerning 

computer generated imagery.  Prior computer experience is not required. This course requires a stu-

dent materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.  

3D Art Exploration 
Prerequisite:  Previous semester of Art Foundations 
Work in the third-dimension by creating sculptures, ceramic objects, models and installations that ex-

press ideas about personal experiences and observations of the world.  Learn to use a variety of art me-

dia, non-traditional materials, tools and equipment to compose, construct, and form functional and deco-

rative artworks.  Build knowledge, refine skills, improve techniques, and craftsmanship to meet chal-

lenges and solve problems in unique ways.  Investigate three-dimensional artworks produced by artists 

in different times and places to inform the art-making process.  This course requires a student materi-

als fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.  



 

English 8 
Students read and study a variety of literature, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes 
analyzing and interpreting the text.  Language study includes vocabulary building, learning about grammar, and 
spelling.  Through varied and frequent writing assignments, students build on their understanding of writing as a 
process that includes drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing.  Students practice a variety of writing 
forms including informational/technical and essay writing.  All students learn to adapt speaking and writing skills to 
the audience, topic, purpose, and situation. Reading and writing competencies addressed in the Virginia Stan-
dards of Learning are incorporated into the course objectives.  Students are required to take the Standards of 
Learning End of Course Test.                                                                                              
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NOTE:   Students must pass each of  four core classes (English, Math, Civics, and Science) in order to be pro-
moted. 

CORE SUBJECTS:    YEAR-LONG COURSES 

Investigating Matter and Energy 
Investigating Matter and Energy builds upon the experiences in the physical sciences introduced to students in the 
upper-elementary grades.  Properties of matter, energy forms, and their transformations, and forces and motion 
are content strands developed through a sequence of hands on investigations.  To augment the inquiry-based 
investigations, computer technologies including graphing calculators, Vernier probeware, CD-ROMs, and stream-
ing videos are used to build background knowledge and enhance student understanding.  Process skills related to 
scientific investigation, reasoning, and logic are integrated throughout the course as students carry out investiga-
tions, collect and analyze data, and formulate conclusions.  End of Course test covers content from grades 6, 7, 
and 8.  Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
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English 8 Honors 
This course extends the standard program of studies for English 8.  As students read and study a variety of litera-
ture, building on an understanding of reading as a process that includes analyzing and interpreting the text, they 
make connections across time, place and subject; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a discipline; and self-
assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process.  Instruction is enriched and extended through re-
search-based practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners, e.g.  problem-based learning, re-
search, and investigations.  Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.    

Investigating Matter and Energy Honors 
This course extends the standard program of studies for physical sicence.  As they study the content strands of 
properties of matter, energy forms and their transformations, and forces and motion the students will think concep-
tually; make connections across time, place and subject areas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a discipline; 
and self-assess and reflect on their learning and the learning process.  Instruction is enriched and extended 
through research-based practices designed to engage and challenge advanced learners, e.g. problem-based learn-
ing, research, and investigations. End of Course test covers content from grades 6, 7, and 8. 
Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test.    
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Health & Physical Education 8 
Students continue to strengthen and/or master basic skills, and participate in wellness activities and wellness-
related testing, and fitness planning.  Content areas include rhythmic activities and dance, and application of 
skills in selected games and sports.  Students begin to review lifetime sports and activities for lifetime wellness 
planning.  Students study health units on alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use prevention, personal safety, injury 
prevention, lifetime health habits, emotional and social health, and human growth and development. 
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Civics and Economics 
The grade eight program is designed to prepare students to be responsible, productive citizens in a democratic 
republic and an interconnected world.  Basic knowledge and understanding of the concepts and processes of 
democratic government and the American economic system are stressed.  Students are helped to understand 
the meaning of individual rights and responsibilities; the ideals of liberty, justice, and equality; and the rule of 
law.  Students learn about making choices and recognizing the consequences of decisions, including personal, 
political, and economic decisions.  Students also learn that citizens must value individual and group expression, 
appreciate diversity, and develop moral values.  A service learning component helps students personalize citi-
zenship education.  Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 

CORE SUBJECTS:    YEAR-LONG COURSES continued 

Civics and Economics Honors 
This course extends the standard program of studies for Honors Civics and Economics in grade 8 which is de-
signed to prepare students to be responsible, productive citizens in a democratic republic and an interconnected 
world.  As they gain an understanding of the concepts and processes of democratic government and the Ameri-
can economic system the students will think conceptually; make connections across time, place and subject ar-
eas; perform as a practitioner or scholar in a discipline; and self-assess and reflect on their learning and the 
learning process.  Instruction is enriched and extended through research-based practices designed to engage 
and challenge advanced learners, e.g.  problem-based learning, research, and investigations. A service learning 
component helps students personalize citizenship education.  Students are required to take the Standards of 
Learning End of Course Test.    
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NOTE:   CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FOUR MATH CLASSES: 

Mathematics 8  
Prerequisite:   Mathematics 7 
Students extend their study of algebra- and geometry-preparatory concepts and skills;  strategies for collecting, ana-
lyzing, and interpreting data; and number concepts and skills; especially proportional reasoning.  Reasoning, prob-
lem solving, communication, concept representation, and connections among mathematical ideas are emphasized in 
a hands-on learning environment.  Graphing calculators and computers are integrated with instruction. This course 
provides students the opportunity to acquire the concepts and skills necessary for success in Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 
Honors.   Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 

Algebra 1 Honors 
Prerequisite:   Mathematics 7 

High School Credit:   1 
Students extend their knowledge and understanding of the real number system and its properties through the study 
of variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and the analysis of data from real world phenomena.  Emphasis is 
placed on algebraic connections to arithmetic, geometry, and statistics.   Calculators and computer technologies are 
integral tools.  Graphing calculators are an essential tool for every student to explore graphical, numerical, and sym-
bolic relationships.   Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
Note:  Students who have mastered the standards of Mathematics 7 and 8 in grade 7 are eligible to take Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 
Honors in grade 8.  When taken in grade 8, Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors become a part of the high school transcript record, 
are included in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and count as one of the required mathematics 
credits for high school graduation.  Parents may request that the Algebra 1 and the Algebra 1 Honors grade be omitted from the 
studentõs transcript and the student not earn high school credit for the course.  Students taking Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors 
in grade 8 must pass the course to be promoted to grade 9.   

Geometry Honors 
Prerequisite:   Algebra 1 

High School Credit:   1 
The depth and level of understanding expected in Geometry Honors is beyond the scope of Geometry.  This course 
emphasizes twoï and three-dimensional reasoning skills, coordinate and transformational geometry, and the use of 
geometric models to solve problems.  A variety of applications and some general problem-solving techniques, in-
cluding algebraic skills, will be used to explore geometric relationships.  Conjectures about properties and relation-
ships are developed inductively and then verified deductively.  Students investigate non-Euclidean geometries, for-
mal logic, and use deductive proofs to verify theorems.  Calculators, computers, graphing utilities, dynamic geome-
try software, and other appropriate technology tools will be used to assist in teaching and learning.  Students are 
required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 

Algebra 1 
Prerequisite:  Mathematics 7 

High School Credit:  1 
This course extends studentsô knowledge and understanding of the real number system and its properties through 
the study of variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, and analysis of data derived from real-world phenom-
ena.  Emphasis is placed on making connections in algebra to geometry and statistics.  Calculator and computer 
technologies will be used as tools wherever appropriate.  Use of a graphing calculator is considered essential to pro-
vide a graphical and numerical approach to topics in addition to a symbolic approach.  Topics include linear equa-
tions and inequalities, systems of linear equations, relations, functions, and polynomials.  Students are required to 
take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
Note:  Students who have mastered the standards of Mathematics 7 and 8 in grade 7 are eligible to take Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 
Honors in grade 8.  When taken in grade 8, Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors become a part of the high school transcript record, 
are included in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and count as one of the required mathematics 
credits for high school graduation.  Parents may request that the Algebra 1 and the Algebra 1 Honors grade be omitted from the 
studentõs transcript and the student not earn high school credit for the course.  Students taking Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors 
in grade 8 must pass the course to be promoted to grade 9.   

10 



 

Art Extensions 
Prerequisite:  Grade 8 with recommendation of teacher. 

Art Extensions offers an opportunity for eighth grade students with interest and above-average perform-

ance in art to refine their artistic skills and techniques.  Students interpret and express personal feelings, 

experiences, and observations in advanced level art projects.  They work with a variety of media and 

tools including technological applications in drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture and they 

evaluate and critique their own and other students' artwork.  Students study art history and culture and 

analyze the works of great artists while making interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Stan-

dards of Learning for all disciplines.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS 

Notice 5922.  

German 1 
Spanish 1 
French 1 

 
High School Credit:   1  
Students develop the ability to communicate about themselves and their immediate environment using simple sen-
tences containing basic language structures.  This communication is evidenced in all four language skillsðlistening, 
speaking, reading and writingðwith emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing.  Students begin to 
explore and study the Program of Studies (POS) themes of Personal and Family Life, School Life, Social Life, and 
Community Life.  For middle school students, this credit becomes a part of the high school transcript, is in-
cluded in the determination of the high school grade point average (GPA), and counts toward fulfilling the 
foreign language requirements of the high school diploma.  It also counts toward the total number of credits 
required for graduation. 
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YEARñLONG ELECTIVES 

Beginning Band  
Beginning level band classes develop skills on woodwind or brass instruments.  Guidance will be given by the in-
structor in the selection of an instrument.  Simple duets, rounds and other ensemble literature will be performed in 
class. Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This 
course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
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Percussion Ensemble 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course is designed to meet specific needs and/or interests for percussion instruments.  Content includes study 
of appropriate ensemble literature, and rehearsal and performance techniques from the various areas of musical 
composition.  Performances and rehearsals both in and out of school will be required.  This course requires a stu-
dent materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 



 

Intermediate Band (Symphonic Band & Concert Band) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Intermediate level band students will continue to develop skills on woodwind, brass, or percussion instruments.  
A variety of musical styles will be studied through the playing of band literature.  Students at this level will be 
split into either Cadet or Concert Band.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be 
required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 
5922. 

Advanced Band (Wind Ensemble) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Advanced level band offers instruction to the advanced player.  In-depth study of musical styles will be realized 
through challenging band literature.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours will be re-
quired as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Beginning Mixed Chorus (Intermediate Mixed Chorus) 
This course provides instruction in proper vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and rehearsal practices.  
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience two- and/or three-part singing.  Types of perform-
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and 
performances outside of normal school hours may be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Advanced Womenõs Chorus 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course offers advanced instruction in vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and sight-reading.  Through a 
variety of choral literature, students will experience threeï and/or four-part singing.  Types of performances may 
include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and perform-
ances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student 
materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Advanced Menõs Chorus 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This course offers advanced instruction in menôs vocal techniques, music fundamentals, and sight-reading.  
Through a variety of choral literature, students will experience threeï and/or four-part singing.  Types of perform-
ances may include concert choral performances, choral choreography, and/or musical dramas.  Rehearsals and 
performances outside of normal school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

YEARñLONG ELECTIVES CONTINUED 
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Beginning String Orchestra 
Beginning level string class introduces students to the violin, viola, cello, and double bass, and develops beginning 
skills.  Guidance will be given by the instructor in the selection of an instrument.  Simple duets, rounds, and other 
literature will be performed in class.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal school hours may be re-
quired as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Intermediate Orchestra (String Ensemble) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
This class offers the opportunity to participate in string orchestra ensembles.  Additionally, intermediate level orchestra 
students will continue to develop skills on violin, viola, cello, and double bass.  A variety of musical styles will be stud-
ied through the playing of appropriate string orchestra literature.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal 
school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in 
FCPS Notice 5922. 

Advanced Orchestra (Concert) 
Prerequisite:   Successful audition 
Advanced Orchestra offers instruction to the experienced player through in-depth study and performance of challeng-
ing string orchestra literature, with an emphasis on upper level skills.  Rehearsals and performances outside of normal 
school hours will be required as a part of this course.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in 
FCPS Notice 5922. 

SEMESTER ELECTIVES 

Technology Exploration 8  
Technology Exploration is the concluding technology education experience at the middle school level.  By simulating 
technological systems and assessing their impacts as well as applying and expanding what they have learned in aca-
demic subjects and previous technology education courses, students acquire a global view of technology.  The modu-
lar ñsynergisticò labs provide active learning situations that allow students to explore technology and related careers. 
The content covered in all modular labs is designed to reinforce the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) in math, sci-
ence, language arts, social studies, and technology.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in 
FCPS Notice 5922.  

Digital Input Technologies 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Computer Solutions or equivalent skill 
Digital Input Technologies introduces new and emerging input devices (e.g., speechï and handwriting-recognition soft-
ware, headset/microphone, personal data assistant [PDA], scanner, digital camera, digital video camera, keyboard, 
and mouse) to prepare students for using tools that are becoming standard in the workplace and in everyday life. 

YEARñLONG ELECTIVES CONTINUED 

Theatre Arts Appreciation 
Students develop an appreciation of theatre and the ability to perform through an introduction to the basic concepts 
and skills of acting.  Through viewing and participating in a variety of performance activities, students will enhance 
imagination, poise, and confidence.  Students will use the skills and knowledge obtained to appreciate and understand 
the purpose of theatre arts in school and other activities.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in 
FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Journalism 

Students learn basic publication and journalism skills focusing on writing articles and designing layouts for sample 
pages of a newspaper, yearbook, and literary magazine.  7th Grade English teacher recommendation required. 

Advanced Theatre Arts Appreciation 
Prerequisite:   Recommendation of the Instructor 
Students who are continuing the study of theatre arts for the second year will be able to apply and expand the skills 
developed in the introductory class.  They will participate in a variety of dramatic activities and perform for various au-
diences.  This course is designed for students who are interested in an expanded study of theatre arts and oral com-
munication. This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 



 

Family and Consumer Sciences 8 
This semester course uses higher order thinking skills and simulated life experiences that enable the student to meet 
challenges in clothing and food management, career awareness, fitness and wellness, personal development, and 
relationships with others.  Career exploration activities assist students with high school course selection.  This 
course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

Music Participation Lab I 
This course provides students with an opportunity to examine many kinds of music.  Students will be actively involved 
in music through singing, listening, playing instruments, moving, and improvising.  Other experiences may include 
vocal and instrumental ensembles, musical dramatizations, contemporary music, computer music, guitar, piano, and/
or recorder.  This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
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Computers in Art  
Use the computer as a tool for creating original artwork.  Work with a variety of software applications in-

cluding Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator or other available software to explore subjects, ideas and 

themes related to living in the world.  Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Standards 

of Learning for all disciplines and develop knowledge regarding ethical issues concerning computer gen-

erated imagery.  Prior computer experience is not required. This course requires a student materials fee 

as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.  

3D Art Exploration 
Work in the third-dimension by creating sculptures, ceramic objects, models and installations that express 

ideas about personal experiences and observations of the world.  Learn to use a variety of art media, non-

traditional materials, tools and equipment to compose, construct, and form functional and decorative art-

works.  Build knowledge, refine skills, improve techniques, and craftsmanship to meet challenges and 

solve problems in unique ways.  Investigate three-dimensional artworks produced by artists in different 

times and places to inform the art-making process.  This course requires a student materials fee as 

listed in FCPS Notice 5922.  

Peer Helping  
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of the selection procedures including application and recommendations.  Ap-
proval by the Peer Helper program instructors and the Director of Student Services is required.  This is an elective 
course designed to train and facilitate a peer helper program in the middle school.  The course provides an opportu-
nity for students to develop their support and leadership skills in assisting others.  Students are taught to help peers 
by learning to be more effective listeners, developing friendship skills, becoming group leaders, and being positive 
role models.  Course topics include self-esteem and self-exploration, communication skills, peer refusal skills, sub-
stance abuse prevention, and decision-making and problem-solving techniques.  Student activities include friendly 
support to peers, orientation of new students, elementary outreach, and community service programs. 

SEMESTER ELECTIVES CONTINUED 
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Art Foundations 
Explore a variety of art materials, develop art techniques, and use creative thinking skills to express ideas 

and viewpoints about personal experiences and the world.  Produce meaningful and unique drawings, 

paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics and crafts in a studio setting.  Study artists and their works to gain 

understanding of the artistic process and learn about art produced at different times and in diverse cul-

tures.  Make interdisciplinary connections based on the Virginia Standards of Learning for all disciplines.  

This course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922.    



 

Beginning ESOL English (Two Class Periods)  

Grade:   7ñ8 
This is a two period English class in which WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students may be enrolled.  This class is designed 
to support the development of academic language and skills through alignment with the grade level Language Arts 
standards.  It maintains a focus on vocabulary development, literacy skills and the writing process.  This course may 
be repeated.   Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 

ESOL Focus Science  

Grade:   7ñ8  
This course is the science course for WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students.  It is designed to develop the academic lan-
guage of science through scaffolded grade level labs.  Students explore the scientific process along with key vo-
cabulary and concepts through Life and Physical Science.  This course may be repeated.  Students are required to 
take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
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ESOL US History 7  

Grade:  7 
This is the Social Studies class in which grade 7 WIDA ELP Levels 1 & 2 students are enrolled.  It is aligned with the 
grade 7 US History II Standards of Learning and the FCPS POS.  This class is designed to support the development 
of academic language and skills through alignment with the grade level Social Studies Standards.  It supports the 
development of vocabulary and academic discourse of Social Studies.  Students are required to take the Stan-
dards of Learning End of Course Test. 

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

Students in the ESOL program possess moderate, limited, or no proficiency in English and need 
varying degrees of English instruction.  These classes are all year-long programs. 

ESOL Civics & Economics 8 

Grade:  8 
 This is the Social Studies class in which grade 8 WIDA ELP Level 1 & 2 students are enrolled.  This class is de-
signed to support the development of academic language and skills through alignment with the grade 8 Civics and 
Economics standards.  It supports the development of vocabulary and academic discourse of Social Studies.   Stu-
dents are required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
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Developing ESOL English  

Grade:  7ñ8 
This is the English class in which WIDA ELP Levels 2 & 3 may be enrolled.  This class is designed to support the 
development of academic language skills through alignment with the grade level Language Arts standards.  It main-
tains a focus on vocabulary development, reading comprehension and the writing process.  When appropriate 
Level 3 ESOL students should be enrolled in grade level English.  This course may be repeated.  Students are 
required to take the Standards of Learning End of Course Test. 
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ESOL Academic Language 

Grade:   7ñ8 
The class is designed to continue the development of academic language across the curriculum.  WIDA ELP Level 
4 students are enrolled in both this course and a grade level English class.  This course may be taken by WIDA 
ELP Level 3 students in conjunction with Developing ESOL English (572061).  Students read a variety of genres 
and use technology as they work with the writing process to extend and refine their English language skills.  This 
course may be repeated. 

ADDITIONAL ESOL COURSES 

FAST Math 3     
Grade:   7ñ8 
This course provides instruction in 7th and 8th grade math skills to WIDA ELP Level 1 and 2 students, who have 
gaps (one grade level below) in math and language which would impact success in mainstream math classes.  It 
presents the 7th and 8th grade POS in a compacted format using manipulatives, adapted materials and ESOL 
strategies for teaching the language of math.   Students are required to take the Standards of Learning End of 
Course Test. 

Specialized Courses 

Students who are identified as needing additional reading instruction may be offered the opportu-
nity to take Read 180. 

Read 180   
This course is an individualized reading program which assesses and develops essential decoding and compre-
hension skills.  The program increases reading fluency through supported and varied reading experiences of fic-
tion and nonfiction materials.  Daily student-teacher interaction is accomplished through whole-group, small-group 
and one-on-one reading instruction. 
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Reading 

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES CONTINUED 
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Liberty Middle school offers a continuum of special education services through programs specifically designed to 
meet the needs of students with autism, emotional disabilities, specific learning disabilities, and/or speech and lan-
guage impairment.  Students with disabilities are eligible to participate in courses expressly designed to meet their 
needs as determined by the studentôs Individualized Education Program (IEP).  Special Education students may be 
fully mainstreamed in their academic classes or may receive special education services through a team-taught or 
self-contained class. 

Team-Taught Classes  
These are general education classes in math, English, science and social studies taught by both a general educa-
tion and a special education teacher.  Teamï taught classes are the same size as general education classes. 

Self-Contained Classes 
Self-contained classes are designed for special education students who require more individualized attention and 
reinforcement in order to make academic progress.  These classes are taught by special education teachers and 
have a lower teacher to student ratio. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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Action Literacy 7 
Action Literacy 7 is a one semester SOL support class for the English Reading SOL (not Writing SOL) 

for 7th grade students reading on or just below grade level.  The classes are capped at 15 students.  These 

students have word attack skills and comprehension skills near grade level (on grade level to two years 

below grade level), but their general comprehension is literal or low level.  This course reinforces vo-

cabulary instruction as well as explicit reading strategy instruction.  

Action Literacy 8 
Action Literacy 8 is a one semester SOL support class for the English Reading SOL (not Writing SOL) 

for 8th grade students reading on or just below grade level.  The classes are capped at 15 students.  These 

students have word attack skills and comprehension skills near grade level (on grade level to two years 

below grade level), but their general comprehension is literal or low level.  This course reinforces vo-

cabulary instruction as well as explicit reading strategy instruction. 

Math 

Algebra Readiness 
A one semester class designed to provide specific intervention through instruction with each of the mathematics 
standards in the following categories: number and number sense; computation and estimation; measurement; ge-
ometry; probability and statistics; and patterns, functions and algebra. 

Power Math 
A one semester class that focuses on fundamental skills with integer operations, order of operations, equivalence, 
percent and percent applications, along with area and graphing concepts. 

Specialized Courses Continued 
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Personal Development 
Grade:  7ñ 8 
This special education course is designed for students who need additional social/emotional support in order to pro-
gress in the general education curriculum because their social/emotional needs affect their school performance.  
Course topics include: understanding yourself, goal-setting, communication, building relationships, dealing with emo-
tions, stress management, wellness, problem-solving, decision-making, self-advocacy, and career and transition.  
This course is appropriate for students who have documented social/emotional needs on their Individualized Educa-

Speech and Language Services 
Speech and language clinicians identify, assess, and diagnose specific communication deficits; provide rehabilitation 
for communication deficits in accordance with the Individualized Education Program (IEP); and counsel and guide 
teachers, children, and parents regarding communication impairments. 
 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
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Work Awareness and Transition (WAT) 
This year-long course is designed to explore possible careers to help students plan for high school courses.  Stu-
dents learn work-related skills and behaviors such as attitude towards work and appropriate interpersonal/co-worker 
relationships. 

Reading  7/8  

Grade:   7ñ8 
Reading classes are taught by special education teachers and address a variety of reading issues such as decod-
ing, fluency, and comprehension.  Students taking this course are currently reading significantly below grade level. 

Basic Skills 
Grade:   7ñ8 
This elective course is designed to provide support to students in core curricular areas and to provide direct instruc-
tion in specific learning strategies, study skills, time management, organization and coping skills.  Time is also allot-
ted to address individual areas of need as identified in a studentôs Individual Educational Program (IEP).  While stu-
dents may receive assistance on core curricular assignments, this course is not designed to serve as a study hall.  
The course may be taught as an elective in both 7th and 8th grades, as appropriate. 

Special Education Electives 



 

Liberty Middle School offers Honors courses in mathematics, social studies, science, and English. FCPS en-
courages students to access the Honors program by taking at least one Honors course.  In carefully consid-
ering Honors placement, please keep in mind the student attributes below which are closely aligned with suc-
cess in the program. Typically, Honors students:  
 

- Read on or above grade level. 
- Demonstrate emerging autonomy and independence, especially in completing class assignments and 

fulfilling course expectations. 
- Display a genuine interest and a willingness to learn in the specific subject area(s). 
- Achieve above-average or advanced scores on in-class and state Standards of Learning assessments. 
- Earn above-average academic grades for previously completed course work in the requested area of 

placement. 
- Take initiative to locate and research answers to their own questions in order to learn and solve prob-

lems. 
- Show strength in using evidence and information to support and defend ideas.   

 

 

Algebra 1 Honors 
Grade:   7 
Rising seventh grade students will be placed in Algebra 1 Honors by meeting the following division-wide re-
quirements: 
 
1. Participation in sixth grade Compacted Mathematics or a full yearôs advanced mathematics program in 

grade 6 
2. A score at the 91st percentile or better on the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) in grade 6 
3. A score of 500 or better (pass advanced) on the Virginia Standards of Learning grade 7 mathematics test 
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ADVANCED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

Note:   All applicants to the freshman class of Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Technology  must be enrolled in Algebra 1 or a 
higher level mathematics course in grade eight to be eligible to apply. 
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Attach Student 

                    Label Here 

7th Grade 
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE SELECTION SHEET  

2011-2012 

 

Student Name:______________________________________________________________________ Male_____ Female_____ 

   (Last)   (First)   (Middle) 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  (Street)     (City)    (State)   (Zip) 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________     Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Phone: (H)______________ (W)____________     Parent/Guardian Phone: (H)____________ (W)______________ 

 

Parent/Guardian E-mail:_________________________________    Parent/Guardian E-mail:_________________________________ 

 

Elementary School Attended in 2010-2011:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
REQUIRED COURSES: 

 

____English 7   ____History 7        ____ Science 7      ____Math 7  

____English 7 Honors*  ____History 7 Honors*       ____Science 7 Honors*      ____Math 7 Honors*  

       

____ Health and PE 7 

 

*Placement in Honors classes is a full -year commitment. 

Parents will be notified regarding placement in Algebra 1 Honors during the summer months once assessment results become available.

           

 

ESOL COURSES:  Complete ESOL Course Selection Sheet 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION COURSES:   Complete Special Education Course Selection Sheet 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The remaining two classes in the studentôs schedule are to be filled from the following elective choices:  two (2) full-year electives; one 

(1) full-year and two (2) semester electives; or four (4) semester electives.   

Electives:  Inadequate staffing and/or enrollment may cause course cancellation. 

 

Full Year Electives: 
____Band**   ____Orchestra**  ____Chorus** 

 
** Placement by Liberty Middle School Music teachers. 

***Classroom teacher recommendation required. 

****Prerequisite:  Previous semester of Art Foundations. 

 

Semester Electives: 

If you are choosing semester electives, please number them in the order of preference, 1-10.  Due to space limitations in each class, it may be 

necessary to assign an elective other than your first choice(s). 

   

____Family and Consumer Sciences  ____Music Participation Lab (MPL) 

  ____Introduction to Foreign Language (IFL)  ____Theatre Arts Appreciation 

  ____Technology Exploration 7   ____Computer Solutions 

  ____Art Foundations    ____Journalism (Recommendation Required)*** 

  ____Computers in Art****             ***____________________________________ 

____3D Art Exploration****             (Signature indicates recommendation of classroom teacher) 

 
Parent/Guardian and Student:  Parents are requested to discuss these offerings with their children and consider selections to be a firm commitment  as 

staffing and course offerings are planned on course requests.  Your signature indicates approval of this schedule. 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:________________________________________________________ DATE:______________________ 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ DATE:______________________ 

    

White Copy:  Student Services Department  Yellow Copy:  To Parent 

 _____Student has an IEP    _____Student has a 504 Plan  _____Student is in ESOL Program 



 

21 

 

             Attach Student 

                    Label Here 

8th Grade 
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE SELECTION SHEET  

2011-2012 

 

Student Name:______________________________________________________________________ Male_____ Female_____ 

   (Last)   (First)   (Middle) 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  (Street)     (City)    (State)   (Zip) 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________     Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Phone: (H)______________ (W)____________     Parent/Guardian Phone: (H)____________ (W)______________ 

 

Parent/Guardian E-mail:________________________________      Parent/Guardian E-mail:_________________________________ 

 

 
REQUIRED COURSES: 
 

____English 8  ____Science 8  ____Civics 8   ____Math 8  ____Algebra 1 Honors* 

____English 8 Honors  ____Science 8 Honors ____Civics 8 Honors ____Algebra 1*  ____Geometry Honors*  

____ Health and PE 8 
* High School credit class. 

Note:  Placement in Honors classes is a full -year commitment. 

       

ESOL COURSES:  Complete ESOL Course Selection Sheet 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION COURSES:  Complete Special Education Course Selection Sheet 

 
The remaining two classes in the studentôs schedule are to be filled from the following elective choices:  two (2) full-year electives; one (1) full-

year and two (2) semester electives; or four (4) semester electives.  

Electives:  Inadequate staffing and/or enrollment may cause course cancellation. 

 
*High School credit class. 

**Placement by Liberty Middle School Music teachers. 

***Teacher recommendation required. 

 

Full Year Electives: 
____Band**   ____Chorus**    ____Spanish 1* 

____Orchestra**   ____Art Extensions 8***   ____French 1* 

                   ____Recommendation attached  ____German 1* 

Semester Electives 
If you are choosing semester electives, number them in the order of preference, 1-11. 

____Art Foundations        ____Technology Exploration 8  ____Family and Consumer Sciences 

____Computers in Art             ____Theatre Arts Appreciation  ____Digital Input Technologies 

____3D Art Exploration        ____Music Participation Lab (MPL) ____Peer Helping              

____Journalism***        ____Advanced Theatre Arts***              ___Application ___Recommendation 

      *** __________________________________                _____Recommendation of Ms. Scott 
             (Signature of English teacher) 

 

Parent/Guardian and Student:  Parents are requested to discuss these offerings with their children and consider selections to be a firm commitment  as staffing and course 

offerings are planned on course requests.  Your signature indicates approval of this schedule. 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:________________________________________________________________ DATE:________________________________ 

 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:______________________________________________________ DATE:________________________________ 

 

White Copy:  Student Services Department  Yellow Copy:  To Parent 

 _____Student has an IEP    _____Student has a 504 Plan  _____Student is in ESOL Program 

          



    


