
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

PTSA PRESIDENT NOTES 

 
 

June 15 was the date selected over a year ago to send 
the 50th graduating class of Robert E. Lee High 
School from the comfort and security of this familiar 
place into the uncertainty of life. The Class of 2009 is 
now entering a world that has changed much in 50 
yearsÑ even from last yearÑ but it is with great 
confidence that we send them forth. I know you will 
join with me to wish this graduating class success and 
happiness. I have every hope for them as they take 
the knowledge they have gained here and apply it to 
their future endeavors. 
 
For those of us in education, the task before us is 
never ending as we continually seek to improve our 
craft for the benefit of our students. Already, 
planning for the start of the next school year is under 
way by the administrative and leadership teams. The 
student planner has gone to the printer.  
 
The dates of all of our wonderful concerts, sporting 
events, SGA events, plays, parent nights, and all of 
the things that fill the school year are set. The new 
class officers are elected and installed. The 
department chairs have been selected. Vacancies that 
were created are being filled. The master schedule is 
all but finalized. Professional development decisions 
are being made to best meet the needs of our teachers 
so they, in turn, can best serve our students.  
 
What does the next school year hold? What will the 
Class of 2013 bring to our school as they enter as 
freshmen? We are going to be working especially 
close with this class, even before the start of school, 
to help them be successful as we try new approaches 
to ensure students are able to graduate in four years. 
These incoming students will get to benefit from 
Lancer Time for their entire high school experience, 
not just one, two, or three years like the other 

students. ItÕs exciting to think about what we can 
accomplish here! What type of academic, behavioral 
and extracurricular leadership will the Class of 2010 
demonstrate for the underclassmen? I know that I 
and the leadership team have high expectations for 
them and all of our students for the new school year.  
 
Parents, we need your help in making all students 
successful here. We need you to sign up for K.I.T.; 
we need you to get involved in PTSA; we need you in 
the Boosters; we need you to come out and support 
our teams, bands, orchestras, chorus and academics; 
and most of all we need you to talk with your son or 
daughter about school and the importance of 
education. Education begins at home. With your 
support we can help all students find the success they 
deserve.  
 
Have a safe and pleasant summer, and weÕll look 
forward to embarking on a new school year with you 
and your student in September.  

—Abe E. Jeffers, Principal 

 
Is it really the end of the school year already? The 
PTSA has been working hard all year for you! With 
the volunteer help from many parents, teachers, and 
students, we have achieved our main objectives of 1) 
providing information, 2) being a vehicle to express 
opinions and discuss school related issues, and 3) 
supporting the academic environment at Lee. 
 
We have provided information to you with monthly 
meetings, minutes sent via email, announcements 
through K.I.T., our Web page, the school directory, 
and the Lancer Newsletter you are reading right now. 
 
This has been a year greatly characterized by budget 
and grading scale issues. We welcomed our school 
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board member Brad Center to explain the latest 
news on these issues. We had a Fairgrade 
representative speak about the grading scale issue. 
Teachers presented at our meetings on Positive 
Behavior Support, technology being used in the 
classroom, and other topics. Principal Abe Jeffers 
attends all of our meetings to update you and answer 
questions. We coordinated efforts in expressing your 
opinions in the principal selection process and sat on 
the interview panel. I represent you during weekly 
meetings with Mr. Jeffers. 
 
Thirdly, the PTSA supports the academic 
environment at Lee. We recognized Trudi Shjeflo as 
Teacher of the Year and will award academic letters 

to students with exceptional GPAs. We financially 
supported students in the Japanese foreign language 
class toward their competition, the Family and 
Consumer Science classes, and we will award six 
academic scholarships to graduating seniors this year. 
 
The PTSA is so busy working to keep you informed 
and represented while helping to boost the academic 
environment that it is no wonder the year has just 
flown by! Keep us busy at work for you. Send your 
comments or concerns to LeeHSPTSA@fcps.edu and 
we will continue to work for you! 

—Marta Morrissey, PTSA President 
 
All Night Grad Celebration on June 15 
 
Each year PTSA sponsors a fun, safe, and alcohol and 
drug-free fun way for our seniors to celebrate their 
graduation. The All Night Grad Celebration (ANGC) 
will be held at South Run RECenter from 11 p.m. 
June 15 to 5 a.m. June 16. 
 
Forms, which require a parentÕs signature, can be 
downloaded at the PTSA Web site at 
http://www.fcps.edu/LeeHS/documents/documents
_ptsa/ANGC_ticketorderform_09.pdf. The cost of 
the all-inclusive event is $50. 
 
For further information contact Andi Smith at 
smithma89@verizon.net or Dawn Stoffelen at 
dawn.stoffelen@fairfaxcounty.gov. The committee 

would be grateful for any donation, large or small. We 
are in the final stretch planning the celebration to 
keep our graduates safe and having fun as a class on 
their graduation night. Please consider sending a 
check (payable to ANGC) to: Lee High School, 6540 
Franconia Rd., Springfield, VA 22150, Attn: ANGC. 
 
Baccalaureate Event Booked for June 11 
 
Baccalaureate Ceremony will be held on June 11 in 
the auditorium at 7 p.m. This program offers an 
opportunity for students to participate in their 
graduation activities. If you would like to share your 
talent, do an inspirational reading, or sing a song, 
please pick up a participation form at the main office. 
For more information, contact Ellen van Aartrijk at 
ellen@Aartrijk.com.  
 
Upcoming Dates for Students, Parents 
 
June 6: SAT administered 
June 11: Baccalaureate Ceremony 
June 13: ACT administered 
June 15: Graduation, GMU Patriot Center, 2 p.m. 
June 18: Last day of class for 9th, 10th, and 11th graders 
 
Graduation Tix Available 
 
Tickets for the Lee High School 2009 graduation 
ceremony (June 15 at the George Mason University 
Patriot Center) will be given out at the graduation 
rehearsal on June 12.  
 
Only students who are completely free of obligations 
will receive four tickets. This includes senior fees, 
library and lost book fines, athletic uniform returns 
and the like. Additional tickets may be purchased for 
$3 following rehearsal in the student activities office. 
Please make checks payable to Lee High School. 
(Visit http://www.fcps.edu/news/grad.htm for an 
updated graduation schedule.) 
 
Parking Fees Increasing 
 
The fee to park on school grounds has increased from 
$150 to $200 for school year 2009-2010. This fee is 
set by the School Board and is not controlled by 
individual schools. The permits for Lee High School 
will be sold sometime during the week beginning 
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August 28Ñ please check the Lee Web site for 
updates. All vehicles parked on school grounds will 
be required to display a permit beginning the first day 
of school, so if you want to park on school grounds, 
make sure you get your permit early. 
 
Ewell, Others Get Honors in Band 
 
Keren Ewell performed in the District 10 Solo and 
Ensemble festival recently. She played Elegie by 
Gabriel Faure, which is very difficult piece and is a 
Suzuki level 8 work. She received a one ratingÑ the 
highest rating of the competition. 
 
Also, congratulations to LeeÕs band students who 
received Superior and Excellent ratings at the recent 
Solo & Ensemble Festival. Students performed as 
soloists or in small chamber ensembles. 
 
Excellent Rating for Ensemble: Flute Quartet: 
Samantha Yelle, Christine Chen, Sheng Tan, 
CaRyn Newton; Woodwind Quintet: Samantha 
Yelle, Grace How Yew Kin, Jazzy Choi, Clinton 
Whitt, Katrina Finch; Saxophone Trio: Noora 
Assad, Sergio Carillo and Jon Reese. 
 
Excellent Rating for Solo: Clarinet, Susan 
Swicegood. Superior Rating for Ensemble: Clarinet 
Choir: Aaliya Shaikh, Allen Merced, Jazzy Choi, 
Susan Swicegood, Katrina Finch; Bass Clarinet 
Duet: Katrina Finch, Lawrence Dulay; Trumpet 
Duet: Brandon Glass, Connor Smith; Horn Duet: 
Kevin Kask, Clinton Whitt; Brass Quintet: Alex 
Lytle, Brandon Glass, Kevin Kask, Michael 
Mason, Jonathon Hollowood; Mallet Percussion 
Quintet: Mae Etulle, Greg Salino, Stephen 
Taguding, Alex Lee, Joseph Steif; Percussion 
Ensemble: Sean Stafford, Stefan Williams, Rodrigo 
Velasquez, Dele Olusada, Austin Cox, Connor 
Perry and Johnathan Truong. 
 
Superior Rating for Solo: Trumpet, Alex Lytle; 
clarinet, Evie Masterson; clarinet, Sarah Metcalfe; 
marimba, Greg Salino; flute, Samantha Yelle. 
 
Lee Has FBLA Winners at State Event 
 
Lee High School announced that its Future Business 
Leaders of America chapter again had state winners at 

the recent Virginia State Leadership Conference, and 
will compete in the National Leadership Conference, 
in Anaheim, CA, June 25-30. Four students qualified 
for this prestigious event in various business subjects. 
The awards were presented before a crowd of some 
1,700 young business leaders. 
 
Event winners and state participants included: 1st 
Place: Michael Mugno, Electronic Career Portfolio; 
Adil Kadir, WhoÕs Who in Virginia FBLA; Nate 
Frank, Networking Concepts; 2nd Place: Ana Cruz, 
Computer Applications; 3rd Place: Diane Ong, 
Accounting II. 
 
Special Recognition went to Project ASK NOVA 
Region, the second-largest monetary contributor and 
largest item contributor to promote awareness of the 
Association for the Support of Children with Cancer. 
 
Retiring VA State Secretary-Treasurer Adil Kadir was 
the introductory speaker for the successful campaign 
and election of the NOVA candidate for Virginia 
FBLA State President. 
 
Lee representatives Ricky Kalweit, Omid Hussaini, 
Tameem Hussaini, Michael Kiflezghi, Katie 
Tutin, Syed Ahmed and Adam Prewitt organized 
and managed the conference registration area. 
 
Student Internships Offered at State 
 
The U.S. Department of State is accepting 
applications for the 2010 Spring Student Internship 
Program. See 
http://careers.state.gov/students/programs.html#SI
P for more information and the online application 
process. Application deadline is July 1, 2009. You 
must be a U.S. Citizen and a student (a full- or part-
time continuing college or university junior, or 
graduate student) to be eligible.  
 
Summer Programs Open 
 
Parents can find a variety of summer programs for 
their children, including general education classes, 
technology and art institutes, services for special 
students, enrichment programs, and camps and 
courses through Fairfax County Public Schools. 
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CONGRATS TO LEE WINNERS! 
Adult and Community Education offers a wide range 
of noncredit learning opportunities for elementary 
and secondary students to strengthen academic skills 
or pursue personal interests. 
 
The Institute for Arts offers performing and visual 
arts enrichment classes for students in grades 6-11 at 
Robinson Secondary School. Students in grades 5-7 
can explore careers and technology in the Tech 
Adventure Camp at the Chantilly Academy and Lee 
High School. Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology also offers a Summer Tech 
Institute for rising 8th and 9th graders. 
 
Summer general education classes for FCPS 
elementary and middle school students provide 
continuity between summer and regular school year 
learning goals and activities. These programs run 
August 3-21 and are free. Students needing high 
school credit recovery or Standards of Learning 
(SOL) remediation, or who participate in English 
Speakers of Other Language (ESOL) can attend 
summer programs at their schools. 
 
The Online Campus is available for county and 
noncounty high school students wanting to earn new 
course credit. FCPS also provides extended school 
year (ESY) services during the summer to identified 
students with disabilities. There also are a variety of 
language and culture programs available for grades 7-
9: 15 two-hour sessions at various locations in 
Chinese, French, German and Spanish. 
  
A large range of skill-focused classes are offered at a 
number of locations: algebra, geometry, pre-calculus, 
keyboarding, PSAT test prep and SAT test prep, 
Spanish tutorial, study skills, TJHSST admissions test 
prep, vocabulary, and young writerÕs workshop. View 
http://www.fcps.edu/aceclasses/KidsandTeens.htm 
for more details and to register. Enroll early. 
 
Information about the high school summer academic 
program can be found by visiting 
http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/Summer/hsoverview.htm
l. Additional information about these programs and 
more summer opportunities and camps being held at 
FCPS schools is available at 
www.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm. 
 

Congratulations to Lee High School junior Andrew 
Senft, who received the honor of Patriot District 
BoyÕs Lacrosse player of the year. 
 
Dr. Thomas Larsen has been offered an 
opportunity to participate with the Santa Fe Institute 
Emergence of Life Summer Leadership Workshop in 
Santa Fe, NM, July 5 to July 18. Kudos! 
 
Congratulations to Michael Meholick, the new 
editor-in-chief of The Lance for the 2009-10 year. 
 
Congratulation to our Pharmacy Tech students, who 
attend the West Potomac Academy, for successfully 
passing their State of Virginia Pharmacy Technician 
Examinations: Shabnam Dakwala, Saira Abbasi, 
Aqsa Choudhary, Ariel Daggett, Farida Najeebi 
and Robab Butt. They all worked very hard this year 
and are currently obtaining their licenses so you might 
see them soon at your neighborhood pharmacy! 
 
Lee High School received $5,000 from AFCEA-
Belvoir Chapter Education Science Tools Award. Lee 
is one of two Fairfax County Schools that received a 
$5,000 grant. Mary Schaefer, Department Chair for 
our Science Department, and Dr. Evelyn Russell, 
Assistant Principal, accepted the awards on LeeÕs 
behalf. 
 
Congratulations to junior Anna Jugo who has been 
chosen by the state to attend the Summer Residential 
GovernorÕs School for Humanities at Christopher 
Newport University. Anna will attend the GovernorÕs 
School July 5 to August 1. The program provides an 
enriching, intellectual experience that stimulates its 
participants to use their imaginations and to think 
more creatively and productively. 
 
Updated Lee News Available Online 
 
For updates and more information than the PTSA 
can carry in this newsletter, visit 
http://www.fcps.edu/LeeHS/. (If you have story 
ideas for this newsletter, please e-mail Peter van 
Aartrijk at peter@Aartrijk.com.) 
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Donations Requested  
 

The Robert E. Lee High School PTSA requests your support with your Combined 
Federal Campaign donation! Our organization is an accredited not-for-profit charity and 

is participating in the 2009-2010 National Capital Area Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC). Our participation number is: 

 

56195 
 

If you participate in CFC, your donations will contribute to the Robert E Lee High 
School PTSA mission to promote our students and their academic achievement. 
Specific PTSA events and groups supported by CFC donations include teacher 

appreciation luncheons, student organizations, parent awareness, PTSA Scholarships 
(14 presented over the last 2 years), Baccalaureate, and All Night Graduation 

Celebration (ANGC).  
 

We appreciate your support!   
 

Please donate to CFC and the Robert E. Lee High School PTSA!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


