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From the Principal’s Desk … 
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New Year’s Resolutions
What is the number one New Year’s resolution? Well, before you call Jenny Craig, stop! According to a recent poll, the number one New Year’s resolution is to get organized.  
If you resolve to make 2010 the year you teach your children about organization, you can do it with just three simple steps.   
1. Assign jobs to each family member. 
· Everyone in the family can perform “around the house” jobs. Kids can help with many of the things you automatically do yourself, such as taking out the trash, collecting the mail, picking up toys, clearing the table, washing dishes, sorting laundry, matching socks, feeding animals. Not only are you getting help, you are teaching them valuable skills. 

· Make sure each family member knows what is expected of him or her.
· Create charts to help keep everyone on course. Simple charts or checklists help kids keep track of daily chores and morning/evening routines. 
2. Control paper clutter.
· Go through your children’s backpacks with them each night. 

· Help them to distinguish between what is necessary and what can be discarded. 

· Work with your child to sort papers into categories and consider buying several folders for this task.  
3. Schedule everything.
· Keep it simple. Your schedule does not have to be restrictive and detailed. It can be a simple list of “things to do today” or “this week’s goals.” 

· Make sure to schedule time for reading and homework daily.
· Write things down. Use a small portable notebook or calendar. 

· Use a family calendar/notebook on a refrigerator.
Everyone here at Lane wishes your family a happy, healthy, and successful 2010!

· Jay Nocco
Back to Issue Index
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Winter Weather Planning

We hope everyone enjoyed our December snowstorm – the biggest December storm ever for our area! It was a nice holiday treat to have those extra days off, but we also used up all three of the snow days built in to our school calendar. If we are forced to close because of bad weather again (which is likely considering how snowy January and February can be), we may need to make up those days. Here is the schedule:

	Makeup Day Schedule 

	Days Missed
	Makeup Days

	1
	Used (December 21)

	2
	Used (December 22)

	3 
	Used (December 23)

	4
	Feb. 15

	5
	April 12

	6
	Will not be made up 

	7
	June 23

	8
	Will not be made up 

	9
	June 24

	10
	Will not be made up 


When winter storms blow in, please pay close attention to local television, radio, and our school and FCPS websites for up-to-date information about school closures and schedule changes. You will also get e-mail notification if you sign up for Keep In Touch on the FCPS homepage. FCPS tries its best to make a decision about delayed openings or closures for the day by 5:00 a.m. 

Decisions about early closures are usually made by 10:30 a.m. to give parents time to make arrangements to pick up their children or be home when they arrive home from school. Stay tuned to the media outlets listed above to get the word as quickly as possible when inclement weather threatens during the school day.

More information regarding FCPS inclement weather policies and decisions about closings can be found at http://www.fcps.edu/news/weather.htm. 

Back to Issue Index
Referrals for Full-Time Advanced Academic Program (AAP) Must Be Received by February 5

Parents/guardians of students not in the second-grade screening pool may initiate the full-time Advanced Academic Program (AAP) (Level IV) screening process by completing and submitting an AAP Level IV Referral Form to Karen Ambrose, Lane’s Advanced Academic Resource Teacher, no later than February 5, 2010.  No late referrals will be accepted. 
Second graders not in the pool and all third through seventh graders are screened only by referral. You can find more information about this process on the FCPS AAP page at http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt/faqs.html#testing.

Forms are available on the AAP website and in the Parent Information Packet available through Mrs. Ambrose. She may be reached at Karen.ambrose@fcps.edu or by phone at 703-924-7764.
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Applications Now Being Accepted for Arts and Sciences Magnet Schools

FCPS has two elementary-level magnet schools for the arts and sciences – Hunters Woods Elementary in Reston (grades K-6) and Bailey’s Elementary in Falls Church (grades K-4). Both schools are now accepting applications for the 2010-2011 school year. Each school has a limited number of spaces available, and final selection is determined by lottery. To be eligible, students must be working at or above grade level in language arts and math and must demonstrate consistent positive interpersonal and school behaviors.  

Hunters Woods will hold an information night for interested families on Tuesday, February 2, at 7 p.m. at the school (snow date: February 9). Bailey’s will hold its information night on Thursday, February 4, at 7 p.m. (snow date: February 11). 
More information about both programs, including online application forms, is available at http://www.fcps.edu/news/magnet.htm.  Applications must be postmarked by March 1. 
Back to Issue Index
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Our Lost & Found Is Overflowing! 
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If your child has lost a hat, a glove, a sweatshirt, a coat, or just about any other type of clothing, you just might find it in our Lost & Found, which is currently overflowing with winter wear, along with lunchboxes and other school items. We recently went through everything, searching for items labeled with a child’s name. Those items will be returned to their owners soon. However, most of the items were not labeled and remain in the bins waiting to be reclaimed.

Our Lost & Found is located in our Cafeteria, and parents are welcome to stop by during the day to look through it. Unclaimed items will eventually be donated to a local charity.

Please label your child’s outerwear with at least a last name and first initial. It makes it much easier to help lost items find their way home. Lunchboxes and backpacks should also be labeled in case they are lost.

Back to Issue Index
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Do You Have a Parent View Account?
We are encouraging all parents of Lane students to sign up for a Parent View account on FCPS 24/7 (also known as Blackboard). Having your own account with your own username and password allows you to log-in to class pages for all your children so that you can keep up to date on what they are working on in school. Through this account you can also make changes to Emergency Care Forms and update other contact information.

Signing up is simple. Just complete the registration process to get your unique 16-digit validation code. Bring that code in to the school office, along with a photo ID, and one of our staff members will complete the registration process for you. That’s it! It really is that simple.
For more information on Parent View Accounts, visit http://fcps.blackboard.com/courses/1/IT-ParentView-0506-YR/content/_6924953_1/Creating_Parent_and_1st_Time%20_1.pdf or contact our school office at 703-924-7700.

Back to Issue Index
Bookmark Contest Entries Due Next Wednesday

Students interested in participating in this year’s Safe & Drug Free Bookmark Contest must turn in their final entries to Mrs. Koehler by next Wednesday, January 20. Drafts must have been approved by Mrs. Koehler, and all final entries must be on poster board. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Koehler at 703-924-7716.

Back to Issue Index
Library Link: 
Book Fair Report


Submitted by: Carolyn Koehler, Lane Librarian

Thanks to everyone who made our school Book Fair such a big success last month! Family Shopping Night was well attended, and our sales were up from last year. With the current economy, this is a real tribute to Lane families who support our school through our fundraisers. 

We hope you were able to purchase some quality holiday gifts while supporting the school at the same time. Because of your purchases, we were able to raise more than $2,000 for our library, and we’ll be able to make some purchases of our own. We will soon be replacing some old CD/cassette players for classroom use as well as adding books to supplement our Library collection. 

Thanks again to all families who purchased books, volunteered, or just “window shopped.”  In these tough budget times, this financial support truly makes a difference in what we can provide for our students.
Back to Issue Index



Art News for the New Year

Submitted by Allison Santala & Libya Doman, Lane Art Specialists

Hello 2010! In Art, students in kindergarten through second grade are starting off the new year learning more about drawing portraits and using new materials like cray-pas. Students in grades four through six are using painting techniques to show illusions of depth in landscape paintings. Ask your student what one trick is. You’ll be surprised what artists do without the viewer realizing it! Third grade classes are still hard at work pressing and drawing patterns in foil using a technique called repousse which means “to push.” 

Please remember that students in all grades are exploring different materials during art class. It is recommended that they wear clothes that they don’t mind getting paint or pastel on. 

Do you have yogurt or other containers in the house? Start your new year off by decluttering them. Donate them instead to two happy art teachers.

Back to Issue Index
SCA News:


New Year, New Recycling Program

The SCA would like to announce our school’s new recycling program. For two years, our sixth graders have proudly recycled paper waste for the entire school. This year, as part of our Responsibility for the Community School Plan, we are initiating a program to have every grade level actively involved. Starting in mid-January, SCA Representatives and Alternates will carry recycled paper materials to large bins located in our school pods. Our sixth grade students will continue to handle recycling for specialist rooms or office spaces. Lane School cares about Earth!

Toys for Tots Collection and Pajama Day are Great Successes
Yet again Lane proved that it is a school that truly cares. Our Toys for Tots Collection sponsored by the Marine Corp far exceeded our expectations. It started with our news crew introducing Corporal Blalock as a spokesperson on the morning news show. In the end, our school delivered dozens and dozens of unexpected toys and “messages of hope” to children in our area during this holiday season.

If you walked into our school on Friday, December 18, you may have thought there were a lot of students and teachers running late for school. Most of us were wearing pajamas! It was just a show of school unity, though, as the school participated in Pajama Day. It was great fun to see the assortment of sleepwear. Thanks to classroom teachers for allowing SCA Officers, Representatives, and Alternates to share about this event during Morning Meetings.

Upcoming school-wide SCA events:

Friday, January 22, 2010 
Mix-and-Match Day!

Friday, February 12, 2010 
Sports Jersey Day
Wednesday, February 24 – Friday, March 5 
Care & Share Collection
Meetings for SCA Officers, Representatives, and Alternates
Mondays, January 11, February 8, March 8, April 5, May 10
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Lane Is Buzzing about the Bee!

Lane’s hallways are buzzing about the bee this month – the spelling bee, that is! Our first-ever schoolwide spelling bee will be held on Wednesday, January 20, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Individual classes held their own bees last month, and those champions (two per class) will go on to compete against other top spellers in our school at the big bee. Watch the Wednesday folder and the school website for more information.
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From the Physical Education Department:
Wintertime Activities
Submitted by Linda Farace & Cindy Renner, Lane P. E. Specialists

Winter winds may be blowing, but we’re keeping warm working out in the gym! We have been busy playing our “Snowball Game” with all our P.E. classes. Our students have all been working to improve their underhand or overhand throwing skills. We have had a great deal of practice and fun during our “Snowball Game.” Ask your children to show off and tell you about the different techniques!
During January, we will work on our gymnastics and rhythmic dance unit. Our Lane Lions love to dance! 
As we head into the winter months, we hope you take the time to bundle up and get outdoors with your children and enjoy some winter activities. We want to wish you and your families a very healthy and happy 2010.  
Back to Issue Index
Happy New Year from the Music Department!


Submitted by Bev Ogden & Joy Petty, Lane Music Specialists

We hope you had a safe and happy holiday.  Once the snow cleared, we hope you were also able to take advantage of some of the special holiday music events held this time of year.  We are fortunate to have such a wonderful variety of cultural arts in our area! Here’s some music news for the new year:
Recorders for Third Graders!
This is an exciting time for our Lane third graders because in February they will begin learning to play the soprano recorder.  A letter will be going home soon to give parents all the details, including the price (approximately $5.00) for recorder purchase. We ask that you buy your child’s recorder from the school, rather than from a local store, because school recorders are usually cheaper, of better quality, and sound more uniform when the students are playing together. Our third graders have already begun to read notes on the music staff in preparation for this big step in their musical studies.

Composer Corner
We introduced Tchaikovsky in December and will continue to talk about him through the first part of January.  In addition to The Nutcracker Suite, which we studied last month, he also wrote such interesting pieces as the 1812 Overture and Swan Lake. Ask your child what he or she has learned about these musical masterpieces.
Pyramid Concert
This is just a reminder that our next Choral Concert will be the annual Pyramid Concert at Hayfield Secondary School the evening of Wednesday, February 3.  Participating students will need to wear black and white.  All the details concerning this event were on the permission slip that went home in December.  This information can also be found on the Lane 24-7 website.  If you have any questions, please contact one of us at Lane Elementary (703-924-7700).
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Counselors’ Corner: Setting New Goals for a New Year
Submitted by Kate Brennan & Rachel Hoover, Lane Counselors

January is often a month when we reflect on the past year and make plans for the coming one. We may use this time to make New Year’s Resolutions in order to chart the course of the year ahead. If you engage in this process this month (or at any other time), consider taking some time to involve your child by encouraging him or her to set attainable goals that will help him or her to see concrete results and the value of hard work and positive actions. The following article features tips to help you introduce your child to the process and benefit of setting reachable goals.

How to Set Get-able Goals

By Terri Mauro, About.com Guide
1. Work from where you are, not from where you want to be. Don’t set a goal for your child that’s outside of his developmental ability. And don’t set a goal for yourself or your family that you know you don’t have the time, ability, or resources to attain. These things don’t magically resolve themselves just because you’ve set a goal. 
2. Choose a single area to focus on. You only have so much energy, patience, and concentration, so spend it all in one place. You’ll have a much greater chance of success than if you spread yourself too thin. 

3. Pick the thing that’s easiest, not necessarily the most important. Simple is smart, not silly. The goal you set should be the one you or your child has the most chance of attaining, not the one you most dream of achieving. 

4. Break your goal into smaller steps. And then smaller ones. And then smaller still. Instead of making the overall task your first goal, set your first goal at completing one step. 

5. Set short deadlines. Your or your child’s interest in goals that take months to measure can fade fast. Think of what you can do in a week, set that as a goal, and enjoy meeting a deadline for a change. 

6. Allow for failure. Things happen. Plans get scrambled. Will gets weak. Backsliding is inevitable. When setting your deadline, leave a little wiggle room for the little surprises life brings. 

7. Make a list. And check it daily. Breaking even your small one-step goals into daily bits that you can check off will give you a feeling of accomplishment. If your child is involved, post the checklist where he or she can see it and do the checking off. 

8. Be specific. Instead of writing “work on goal” on your list, write one small exact thing you will accomplish. That doesn’t mean you can’t do more—but it does mean you’ll get a feeling of success every day. 

9. Give rewards. Success deserves recognition. Kids often respond to very small rewards for goals gained -- a sticker, pennies, points on a chart. Adults respond well to them, too -- a few minutes of alone time, a sweet snack, a day off from goal-getting. Don’t wait for a big success and a big reward. Celebrate every good day. 

10. Move on to the next. The great thing about small goals is that there is a constant experience of success that then makes the next goal easier to attain. Take things one tiny step at a time, and you’ll be amazed at how far you can go.
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Fairfax Symphony Orchestra Offers Free Student Tickets





FCPS students in all grade levels are eligible to receive free tickets for the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s concert on January 23 at George Mason University. 





Only 100 free tickets are available and must be reserved by Wednesday, January 20, at 5 p.m. You can reserve your tickets online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fairfaxsymphony.org" ��http://www.fairfaxsymphony.org�. Non-reserved student tickets are $15 at the door.  Accompanying adult tickets are always $35 in any section!  All tickets must be picked up between 7 and 7:30 p.m. at the Student Ticket Window.  





Questions? Contact the Fairfax Symphony at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@fairfaxsymphony.org" ��info@fairfaxsymphony.org� or (703) 563-1990.
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                Upcoming Events








Monday, January 18 		Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Holiday


							School and Office Closed





Wednesday, January 20		Schoolwide Spelling Bee


							Begins at 2 p.m., Cafeteria	





Thursday, January 21		Advanced Band Concert


							2:30 & 7:30 p.m., Cafeteria





Friday, January 22			SCA Spirit Day – Mix & Match Day!





Friday, January 29 &		Teacher Workdays


Monday, February 1			No School for Students














