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THE ADVANTAGES 
While not the ideal way to learn, lectutes are still the best way to discovet what 
the teachet thinks is important. Teachers make it a point to cover everything 
they consider worthwhile, Given the way mosr students read and study, teachers 
can't be sure students are getting the informarion ftom their texrbooks. 

There also seems to he a universal unspoken agreement between teachers 
and students that anything not mentioned in class is off-limits as far as tests are 
concerned! In any event, most teachers feel guilty if they test you on something 
that was not at least mentioned in class. 

Furthetmore, your teachers, unlike the authors of your textbooks, know you 
and your classmates, They have a sense of what you do and don't understand, 
and can tailor theit lecture to your needs and questions about theit subjects, 

The advantages of lectures far outweigh the disadvantages. Although 
attending lectures and keeping up with your reading are both essential, lectures 
ate ultimately much more impottant to your grades. 
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, " ,.CLASSES ANO LECTURES: NUTS AND BDLTS~:··":' 
"ifler~ I,S sOql~ ge,ndral~dvice.' ab,o\ltclasse\iind !~ctUtes. "'!7j;i'§';,~1i,~,;\, 

'GoJiiplete any assignments fro\ll w,ept'evious cIass,"~~pe.Cioil,y 
'. assigl1ed t<;Xt!>ook reading. Keep astep ahead. :poP't 'w'\itro no¥. 91~L"J 

lecture before you r~d the chapter 01\ the topic, ¥o\lmaythink tlriS'i; 
will smyoutime, since the teacnet will stresstlle'.iirip9ii~rii·~·;: 
materi:il (instead ofYOU! havirigto figure out'wha(siffip~rt:m,I'by~N 
reading ~erythlng).Bul'if you don't: real! the assigned chapter;Yo\i'~'i;; 

. may have avery diffiq,"t time follO\ying theJe<;tuie ':1 all:'~ai'S\;,") 
more,ify?" read 'thecliapterbeforehand,'YoU: will seewh~te).Ild I"'if, 

"how y6ur"teachet d~~iates from the, textbQok~a valllable;clueJd~\'[~ 
'possi!>ldest questi"rs. (Ifyou haven't done'thereading~h.aineQif!'; 
you-trithe following smart'lUll.iti: ~'ctici As sqon as 9aSspeglns, ':1': 
tak~ the first opporriJ,ility to r~~ yoUr hiutd wd say sometIi,ftig,nof;\i 
l!\aqer!lOw straightforWard. This way ioJU'lesSenthe¢hi4\'2~'i6;u-~\i, 

. teaCher wilt911 00 'you !at~t~~h~,n'youmay t,otknqw th~ 1"'" ,," ' 
':,' '-.'.. . .. ' _ .:.: _ .~{ "', .','1 ,_ T.. '> or ':.. ,-.l;,..: 
, Review yoiiI' notes from me previous leettire as well, as me" 

",reading. Do rhi's ~d6se to theti~e'pfthe leCt~e,;s:y~~ '4i 
" allowS yoinc'-iiId and connect what you learn in d1is'JecW'd 

, ,,~u~~e;'d~J0~~;!. "', ',':',;:,;r;}',:\r~;!;;Y;:j~j~J,; 
',. ,,'BEirig:YO\l!: textbook.'Yo"rtea~het may:refer,to it.''<I\n:QbViQ'~ 

" ".• ;~ ,-:llu~~o,rt\1, 'iiq.ting::.n..,, ,':"'" ,:,;".>",1\' ':;:,;:~r,,;(J>~:1~*'f, 
.·Bring ynlll,notesfi'0lD, your textboo~assignmenr.:yolr,riIar, 
,fast~rto add the leaure notes direqI{toyollC t~bdo~',n<i;.;s.~: 
. " " ..: '-";,,:~' l"l} / ../:';:': ·~t:II':i;· :~~~.• ::'.L~;·. 

CLASSES AND LECTURES: NUTS AND BOLTS (CONTINUED) 
Bring your notes &om the last class only, Leave your other noteS at 
home. It's too easy to lose a semester's, worth of notes as }rOlf ,nJf~', 
around. You can easily replace a lost textbook: but lost not"'i'!te ,;I' 
major headache, . <" 
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Show up on time. Lateness will be'interpreted as di$respect or lack' 
of interest or both, and you'll miss the important first few'rninutes'of:' 
the lecture, Teachers o&en make announcements or summ'arize their 
main points during the first few minutes of clasS. If yo'u kn~~ yo~ 
have to leave early, let your teacher know befote the 1e~tur~and sif:' 
near the door so you won't disrupt the class when,you dli. If Y9J~\ 
presence won't be missed-like in one or those l'~rge col}ige'/ 
introductoty courses that are held in rooms' like co!iseums+jllshlip, \. 

out discteetly. ' ',.J~.,." :,0" ',;:" 
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If you can choose your seat, pick one that encoiidge; 'y;oi{:~'o"", Ii 
concentrate. Some students prefer ro sit near the ij-ont;'jf;rhecr'~s:)/ I
because they get distracted looking at oth.. stu&ntS. 9'thef~ rui,4it I:"~ i I
mote distracting to have students behind them, so,theji:'sit-'in:th<:': ..':.:: II! 
back. Others avoid window seats, and so on: Sit ne}ft to :l; friend pit,\t',,!:;; ,
 
not one who is talkative or makes you giggle!) so you c;an peek at hi~
 

or her notes if you miss somethmg the teacher says: " c ' -,
 

You don't have to suck up to your teacher: bu~ il~n't gO o;'tof i~Ur II 
way to create a had impression either. Don't slouchin yout.S~a.ilfP';Y':" 
attention. Teachers like to see studentswho follo~, oralleas(~~~m_. I!'I to follow, what they are saying: What they'r~ looki~gfor is~rQoJil:' ,{ 
full of heads nodding in agreement (notnodding~ut I~)leepi~essl;;' I:1'1
Reading a book or talking with a friend is not.going to win'you;any;
 
points with your teacher, You'd be surprised hO\jf'Ja,t w\ijsp~r$c;:ari ;;.':,
 
carry; if you've ever spoken in front of a group,youk~o#, rQw!:',: II!
 
distracting even minor sounds ~ be.~.. , . ,", "--:"';'~<~:,:'::~:;~.'1'}:\;.\;}:'M:~j;
 'I 
Wait before asking a question. If you ha've .aquestiol\~bijut:':F 

something the teacher says, put a q~esti~nJhar~ in~en.'.¥g~,cif:,;;" II 
your notes and walt to see whether yourteacheranswers,lt. If !lot,"j, 
raise your hand. If it is Inappropriate Jorsonie,'rea~9n.:·fd as~.a\;~" II i 

question during class, ask your teacher afterw3.rd, or"aska'c1~sin~t~:{,> Ii
(Be cateful about asking questions if you haveh:t ,cf<il}~ ,~~e assign~~q;I::,',
 
reading, or you might be brqadcasting thatfact to yo~r te~cher-l' . (:":t,; ill:

If you're confused about a speciJicpoint,i.sk,yo~ te~cl;~r, fi;~:"J~), 
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example. Examples ate usually easier to underst:indilian'~bst~,acr;:i;' II 
explanations, If you don't unders,tand the exaItJplerhe:teacbe~,j,:',:: 

ptovides, ask for another, ,J':::.:' :I~'t 
l' ; I~ ::::,;;:,;-,;:,;,:,:,,:. .. t", ,"i'~!~ 
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WHAT'SMART 
STU~ENTS KNOW 

CLASSES AND LECTURES: NUTS AND BOLTS (CONTINUED) 
When the teacher calls for a response from the Class, think·ahQut. 
the question before you raise your' hand: You sho.:udn'r be the·fust . 
person in the room ro raise your hand. Whar's more, if you lisren-tQ 
the quesrions and insighrs of your classmares instead of vcilunreeril\g 
your own thoughrs, you'll be surprised ar how much' you caillea.l\' 
from rhem. . .. "'. ;: ", 

If you disagree with something the teacher says,Yoi~e";()u~ 
objections cautiously. Don'r come acrpss as' a know~it~a1I: "Y:b\lr' 
reacher has an ego, jusr as you do:;..nd don't thinlctharegc,'fsn't' 
present ar grading rime. , '. " ," " . ': .. :,':' ..!,' 

Don't use a tape recorder unless: yoU: absolutelY. mu~tl,1;ap'l', 
recorders simply double the amowltofrime YQj!' spendlisrerii,Di' \P', 
your reacher. The sense of security they proVide is false; Os"iii" wilP.:" 
learn shortly, nor every word your teacher utters is .important. " .:;......:.:. '; . 

Quiz yourseill Right afrerthe lecture':""'on Yourway.:toth~,~~i~:i< 
class, if necessary-take a minute of.two to sUhunar\~ ~9"YQili'~eIf:.~~;
 
whar was just covered in class. You C'\II jotthisdoy,n C)n·paper;'9f~i.,:
 
jusr do ir in your head. Doing th.is helps "f~" the main' pQirits)~);
 
your memory. You won'r be able rO remember every idea" ~Utyou ,::
 
should be able to sum up the main ones inafeW'sentences.·Ddjng},
 
rh.is is an excellent way ro begin rehearsing forres~s.
 

I'll have more ro say abour lectures in the com.ing chaprers.
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WHAT'S COMING UP 
In rhe nexr chaprer I'll begin demonsrraring how smarr students answer rhe 
rwelve basic CyberLearning quesrions. I may use some rerms you are unfamiliar 
wirh, and you may nor undersrand everything I'm doing, bur jusr pay attenrion 
and follow along. In a shorr rime everything will become so clear and obvious 
you'll wonder why you weren'r always approaching school rhis way. 

Remember, you now know more abour rhe ins and ours of lecrures than you 
did a few pages ago. And ir was relarively painless. Now ir's rime ro move on ro 
rhe core of an entirely new sysrem of learning. 

Okay, rhen. Ready? Ler's begin wirh rhe firsr CyberLearning quesrion. 
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