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Communicating Achievement to Parents



Why do we have progress reports?Why do we have progress reports?Why do we have progress reports?Why do we have progress reports?

The primary purpose of grades is to 
communicate a summary of communicate a summary of 

student achievement at a 

particular point in timeparticular point in time

to parents.  



Why Revise?Why Revise?Why Revise?Why Revise?

•Current progress report has not Current progress report has not 
been significantly revised in over 30 
years
•Teachers instruct and assess 
standards, yet report to parents 

i   t d d b d using a nonstandards-based 
instrument
•Improved parent and student •Improved parent and student 
communication
•Availability of online system y y
eliminates the need to “bubble”



StandardsStandards Based Progress ReportBased Progress ReportStandardsStandards--Based Progress ReportBased Progress Report

Each subject is broken down into specific Each subject is broken down into specific 
elements of learning

A student’s progress is assessed 
according to how he/she is meeting 
expected standardsexpected standards

Teachers follow “best grading practices” 
in determining grades



Progress Report StandardsProgress Report StandardsProgress Report StandardsProgress Report Standards

Identify “Big Ideas” that are Identify Big Ideas  that are 
taught 

Id i l i  d  K 6Identical in grades K-6

Each progress report standard has grade-level 
specific concepts and skills that help define the 

Progress Report Standard.  



Reads with AccuracyReads with Accuracy and Fluencyand FluencyReads with AccuracyReads with Accuracy and Fluencyand Fluency

Second Grade Fifth Grade
Concepts and Skills

Use letter-sound 

Concepts and Skills

Use a variety of word 
recognition skills relationships, the meaning 

of words, and the way 
language works 

recognition skills 
Use the words around an 
unknown word to figure g g

Increase number of known 
words

g
out its meaning 
Use expression, rhythm, 

d h iUse expression and 
phrasing

and phrasing



Feedback processFeedback processFeedback processFeedback process
• Beta testing at two schools 

(Spring, 2009)

• Field testing at ten schools g
(2009-2011)

• Focus groups – teachers, principals,g p , p p ,

parents 
(Fall, 2007; Fall, 2009; Spring, 2010; Fall, 2010) ( , ; , ; p g, ; , )

• Revision of instrument 
(Winter, 2010;  Spring, 2010; Summer 2010; Winter 2011)(Winter, 2010;  Spring, 2010; Summer 2010; Winter 2011)



The InstrumentThe Instrument



Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps
• Alignment of curriculum to progress 

report standards completedreport standards - completed

• Grade-level Parent Folders/Envelopes

C  b k i i  l d• Comment bank revision - completed

• Grading and Reporting handbook 
re isionrevision

• Internet site – Now available
http://www fcps edu/is/elemprogreport/index shtmlhttp://www.fcps.edu/is/elemprogreport/index.shtml

• Roll-out to all schools



TimelineTimelineTimelineTimeline

• Fall, 2011 – Ten field test schools use new ,
standards-based progress report; 
Additional schools pilot

• Fall, 2012 – All schools use new progress 
reportreport


