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Olivia M. Toatley, Principal Avis Russell, Assistant Principal  

 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Hunters Woods Families and Friends: 
 
 This first quarter of the school year has been an exciting 
one. All of our students have made tremendous progress and 
have shown a commitment to their learning.  Their classrooms 
and learning times have been filled with many wonderful, 
exciting and thought provoking learning opportunities.  Our 
staff is committed to doing whatever it takes to empower our 
students for success.    
 
 I hope your parent/teacher conferences provided you with 
many insights into the learning and instructional experiences 
your child has each day.  Our goal for your child is that he or 
she will acquire academic knowledge while developing into a 
responsible, respectful, honest, and compassionate member 
of the HWES learning community. Thank you for your 
continuous support of our school. The home/community 
partnership we enjoy is one of our greatest assets.   
 
 As the days get shorter and eventually colder, more 
students will request to be driven to school.  The school bus 
provided by FCPS is the recommended option.  However, 
more cars will make for longer lines in the Kiss and Ride lane.  
Please be mindful of the need to be courteous and to follow 
the Kiss and Ride rules for loading and unloading students 
(Please see ―Kiss and Ride Reminders‖ in this issue of the 
Mustang Message). 
 
 Finally, on behalf of the HWES staff, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you and yours a happy and joyous 
*Thanksgiving.  During this season, we acknowledge how 
blessed we are to be part of this wonderful learning 
community called Hunters Woods Elementary School for the 
Arts and Sciences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Olivia M. Toatley 
Principal 
 
*Thanksgiving Luncheon invitation and schedule 
included in this issue. 
 

Attention Parents:  We need your help! 
 

Impact Aid survey forms were handed out 
during parent/teacher conferences 
November 2nd and 3rd.  The signed, dated 
and completed survey should be returned 
to your child(ren)‘s teacher no later than 

Friday,  November 6. If you have already 
turned in your survey form, thank you very 
much for your help.  If you have not turned in 

your survey form, please do so, ASAP! 
 Parents can access the survey form online at 
http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/forms/fs57.pdf 
Impact Aid survey forms need to be completed for each student 
in the family.  Hunters Woods is required to submit a completed 
survey form with a parent signature for each student enrolled 
in grades K through 6.   
 The information collected by the student-parent survey 
form is treated in strict confidence and is used to meet the 
requirements necessary for schools to receive federal impact 
aid funds.  Fairfax County Public Schools receive approximately 
$3,000,000 annually from this program.   
 Thank you for helping us to meet this FCPS requirement. 
 

Kiss and Ride Reminders  
Parents, to ensure safety for everyone, 

please observe the following rules when 
loading and unloading students: 
 

 Supervised drop off time is 8:20 to 
8:40 am – after this time, there is no longer a staff member 
to supervise Kiss and Ride.  After 8:40 am, please pull up 
to the front entrance and drop your child off. 

 Remain in driver‘s seat – staff can assist with car doors.  

 More students are coming out of their cars on the left side 
instead of right side of the cars (mainly due to baby seats 
or objects blocking the door).  Please do not pass other 
cars that are loading or unloading.  

 Parents are parking on the left side of the Kiss n' Ride lane 
to either escort their children who are bringing larger things 
like posters or birthday goodies. Please stay to the right, 
and our staff will help with unloading.  If you must park and 
assist your child, please do not use the Kiss and Ride area. 

  
 Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please call Avis Russell, Assistant Principal at 
703-262-7409. 
 

Hunters Woods Elementary School 

for the Arts and Sciences 
2401 Colts Neck Road, Reston, VA  20191 
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Inclement Weather and Emergency Closing Plans 
 
Due to inclement weather or other 

emergency situations, it may be 
necessary to close schools for the 
entire day, to open schools late, or to 
close early. 

Parents are urged to make arrangements now for 
the care of their children when schedule changes are 
made (and to provide for the rare situation when it is 
necessary to close an individual school because of a power 
failure or other circumstances). Children should know where 
to go if a parent will not be home. 

Decisions on schedule changes are made after careful 
study of the best information available from many sources 
including weather services, the highway department, the 
police, and FCPS transportation staff members who are out 
checking the roads. FCPS will make every effort to decide 
before 5 a.m., whether to close or delay schools and will 
begin communicating the decision once it is made. The 5 
a.m. decision time is a goal. Weather conditions can 
deteriorate after 5 a.m., which means that it may not be 
possible for FCPS to meet that goal. 

While no sources dealing with weather predictions can 
be infallible, decisions are made with one overriding 
consideration—the safety of all students—those who ride 
buses and those who walk to school each day. 

FCPS has several schedules set up to deal with 
inclement weather; these are put into effect when 
conditions threaten the safety of children who are 
walking or riding school buses to schools. These 
schedules are: 

(1) Keep schools closed.  
(2) Open two hours late.  
(3) Close two hours early.  

 In every case of a schedule change:  

 Tune in to local radio and television stations (including 
cable Channel 21, a channel programmed by the 
school system), which are notified as soon as a 
decision is made.  

 Check www.fcps.edu.  

 Call the FCPS hot line at 800-839-FCPS (3277).  
Tip: Program this number into your phone‘s speed dial.  
 
Do not phone the school or one of the stations for this 

information. To receive this information via e-mail, sign up 
for the FCPS Keep in Touch (KIT) e-mail notification 
system. (See how to subscribe and how to update your 
Keep in Touch information by going to www.fcps.edu/kit/.) 
  
For more information, go to www.fcps.edu/news/weather.htm 

  
If you want to learn more about how FCPS administrators 
decide to delay or close schools during inclement weather, 
you can check out a short video, which is available online by 
going to www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss8_snowdaze.asx. 
 

Reference Guide for Emergency Closings 
When there is a delayed opening on a Monday, school remains 
open for the normal Tuesday-Friday hours and we do not 
observe the Monday early closing schedule.  All-day closing 
and delayed opening decisions are made by 5:30 a.m.  Early 
closing decisions are made by 10:30 a.m. 
 

Hours Monday Tuesday-Friday 

Two-Hour Delayed 
Opening 

10:40 a.m.-3:20 p.m. 10:40 a.m.-3:20 p.m. 

One-Hour Early 
Closing 

8:40 a.m-11:50 a.m. 8:40 a.m.-2:20 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Luncheon  
 

You are invited to our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
which will be held on Friday, November 20, in the cafeteria.  
Family members are welcome to join their child(ren) for lunch.  
The adult lunch price is $3.65 and student lunch price is $2.65.  
Please bring the exact change or small bills. 
 

Below is the Menu and Schedule of Classes. 
 
Thanksgiving Luncheon Menu 
 

 Roast Turkey with Dressing  

 Whipped Potatoes with Gravy 

 Green Beans 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Frozen Pumpkin Yogurt 

 Choice of Milk 
Iced Tea and Lemonade are 
Optional Adult Beverages. 

 
Thanksgiving Luncheon Schedule 

Time Class 

10:20 – 10:50 Birk, Larkin 

10:30 – 11:00 Hunstad, Richards 

10:40 – 11:10 Arrington, Washington 

10:50 – 11:20 Germani, Leonato 

11:00 – 11:30 Schiffler, Travis 

11:10 – 11:40 Glenn, Merritt 

11:20 – 11:50 Raphael, Paulson 

11:30 – 12:00 Greeley, Hansen 

11:40 – 12:10 Goodwin, Stefano 

11:50 – 12:20 Cradle, Anderson 

12:00 – 12:30  Garrison, Azimi 

12:10 – 12:40 Brody, Sink 

12:20 – 12:50 Puga,  Bloch  

12:30 – 1:00 Ahn, Leniart 

12:40 – 1:10 Walter, Straw 

12:50 – 1:20 Adams, Fisher 

1:00 – 1:30 Downs, Kendall 

1:10 – 1:40 Evans, Carter 

1:20 – 1:50 Walenius, Kirylo 

1:30 – 2:00 Donnelly  

 
We hope you will be able to join us for this annual event. 

http://www.fcps.edu/
http://www.fcps.edu/kit/
http://www.fcps.edu/news/weather.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss8_snowdaze.asx


 
PTA Fall Book Fair 
 

The Book Fair is Coming! 
The HWES PTA is pleased to 
announce the upcoming book fair to 
be held on Nov. 16th-20th.  This 
year's book fair will be open during 
school hours as well as extended 

evening hours (until 8 PM) on Thursday Nov. 19th.  Look for 
us on Friday the 20th when you come in for the 
Thanksgiving luncheon.  A list of books that will be available 
for purchase, as well as details about the book fair will be 
distributed in your child's Tuesday folder the week prior to 
the event.  Each classroom will be scheduled to visit the 
book fair- once to preview and once for purchase.  Parents 
are welcome to preview/purchase books at any time during 
the book fair.  Bookworm Plantation always provides a 
terrific selection of books -- so plan on visiting the book fair 
to browse and purchase as well as to volunteer. This is a 
great opportunity to start your holiday shopping! 
 Volunteers are needed during our open hours as well 
as for set up on November13th and take down on 
November 20th.  Please look for us on volunteer spot to 
sign up http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/69-
62408996827 
 

Ms. Cox’s Headstart  Class “Down On The Farm” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Cox‘s class  recently visited Cox Farm in Centreville.  
The purpose of the visit was to observe farm animals and 
see the pumpkins.  The fall season at the farm is lots of fun 
and very educational.   
 They got a wagon ride pulled by a tractor.  They also 
got to see the singing "Farmer Jack" demonstrate how to 
milk a cow the old fashioned way. One child got a ―hands 
on‖ experience when fresh milk sprayed on her arm.  That 
brought a few giggles.  They fed goats and observed the 
duck's feet.   
 Parents had "quality time" with their children.  A good 
time was had by all. 
 
Please Note:  Ms. Cox is still in desperate need of empty 
frozen juice cans for classroom easel painting.  Please bring 
them to the main office. 

Advanced Academic Programs Corner 
A Parent Information Meeting will be held at 
Hunters Woods on Thursday, December 3, 2009 
at 7:00 PM in the Museum Pod for interested 
parents of students in Grade 2 and any interested 
parents in grades 3-6 who would like to learn more 
about the screening and referral process for the 

Advanced Academic Program Level IV Center.  
Information will be provided on the screening process, 

components of the referral file, how to complete a referral file, 
important deadlines, and other dates. We hope that you can 
join us! 

The Power of Play   
Helping Children Build Skills to Think Creatively and Logically 

Parents often ask how they can help their children develop 
critical and creative thinking skills at home. The best answer for 
how to develop meaningful, higher order thinking skills, in fact, 
may be right at our fingertips and can cost no money at all – in 
fact, it‘s actually child‘s play. 

The next time you discover your child playing, either alone, 
with a friend, or with a group of friends, sit back and observe 
the thinking skills that are involved in the game.  It is likely that 
you will see examples of: 

 persistence 

 gathering data through all senses 

 questioning and posing problems 

 taking responsible risks and many other habits of thinking 
that are essential to becoming an effective learner and 
problem solver. 
For a list of games and toys that foster critical and creative 

play, visit http://www.nagc.org/ and click on ‗PHP Winning 
Toys/Games‘.    

 
 
 

Sixth Graders to Perform With òCarla and Companyò 
  On November 20, at 8:00 P.M. at the CenterStage in the 
Reston Community Center, sixteen sixth graders will perform 
a piece of choreography on stage with ―Carla and Company‖, 
a professional modern dance company.  The company is 
presenting several works that evening and Hunters Woods‘ 
students will perform with the professional dancers in one of 
the pieces titled, ―Community Dance‖.  The sixth graders 
performing are as follows:  Annie Abraham, Sesaly Barden, 
Justin Bartee, Veda Bhatia, Alec Brown, Camryn Easley, 
Tracey Escobar, Shynettra Foxworth, Maya Glenn, Anya 
Karaman, Mikki Kumbi,Constantine Kit, Maya Kotto, Louis 
Rigo, Alex Sargent and Andrew Uhrig.   

Hunters Woods is very grateful to Damian Sinclair, the 
CenterStage Arts and Events Director, and Cheri Danaher, Arts 
Education Director for all their effort in arranging this project 
with Carla Perlo, artistic director of ―Carla and Company‖.   
Ms. Perlo‘s apprentice dancer, Sidney Leggitt, also deserves a 
special thank you for the eight rehearsal  sessions she 
conducted with the students of Hunters Woods.   
The sixth grade performers would be happy to share this 
wonderful evening with family and friends.  Tickets are available 
at the Reston Community Center. 
 

http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/69-62408996827
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/69-62408996827
http://www.nagc.org/


 
 

 

 
Art instruction at HWES is based on standards that 

focus on three components. These components are 
Process, Product, and Understanding.   

During the Process step, students develop and plan 
their idea using sketches and/or graphic organizers.  The 
Product is what the student has created from their sketches 
based on lesson requirements.  Reflection is done in 
several ways depending on the lesson.  It may be verbal or 
written.  This approach enables the art teachers to see if the 
main idea was understood by the student.  It also gives the 
student an opportunity to express themselves about their 
artwork.  We encourage the use of complete sentences and 
proper grammar.   

 Assessment is based on creativity, craftsmanship and 
originality; in addition to, following the project process. Your 
students are also evaluated by their classroom effort.  Effort 
is related to their behavior in the art room.   

Safety is always a No. 1 priority in our classes; 
therefore, we ask that they respect the materials, each 
other‘s space and of course the teacher.    

Note:  Special accommodations are implemented in the 
grading process. 

Please feel free to email us if you have any questions.  
They are as follows: 
Norma Morris Morris@fcps.edu  
Mary Stahl Mary.Damico@fcps.edu 
 
Call for materials 

Baby food jars (clean), disinfectant wipes, absorbent 
paper towels, yogurt cups (clean). 

Mrs. Stahl and I, Mrs. Morris, feel very fortunate to be 
able to teach your children.  It never ceases to amaze me how 
wonderfully creative the children are!   
 
 

 
 

SACC Winter Program Schedule  
 

The 2009 SACC winter program will be an ―Arctic Blast‖ 
as children experience the chill of winter through hands-on 
experiments with ice. 

Children enrolled in the winter program only:  
If your child does not attend SACC during the school year 

program, but is enrolled in the winter program, you will need 
to provide SACC with a copy of your child's School Entrance 
Health form, a completed Licensing Information for SACC 
Records form, and proof of your child's identity (birth 
certificate, report card, passport, or Social Security card).  

For complete program information including fees, please 
go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc/SACCWinter. 
 

Winter SACC Program 2008  

Program Dates: Dec. 28-31, 2009 
Hours: 7:15 a.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
Ages: Kindergarten - 6th grade 

Winter SACC Centers  

Belvedere Kings Glen 

Camelot Lake Anne 

Cameron Lane 

Churchill Road London Towne 

Eagle View Mantua 

Fairview Marshall Road 

Floris Oakton 

Groveton Riverside 

Hunters Woods Rolling Valley 

Key Center* Shrevewood 

Kilmer Center* Westbriar 

 
*Sites serving children with multiple disabilities, ages 5-21. 
 
 

mailto:Morris@fcps.edu
mailto:Mary.Damico@fcps.edu
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc/ofc/forms/levcagreementeng.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc/ofc/forms/levcagreementeng.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc/SACCWinter

