
Tips for Parents 
 

Here are some suggestions for 

tracking your child’s progress in 

school.  Keeping up with your 

child’s progress is an effective 

way to improve his or her aca-

demic performance and motiva-

tion. 

Make it part of your daily 

routine to talk about school 

with your child.  Ask him or 

her how their day was, if 

they have any homework, 

and if they have and quizzes 

or tests coming up.   

Check Blackboard with 

your child.  This will show 

your child that you believe 

school is important.  Chil-

dren are also more likely to 

be honest about their work 

if they know you check 

Blackboard and have access 

to their assignments. 

Langston Hughes Middle School 

is excited to announce the grand 

opening of our new Parent Cen-

ter on Wednesday, October 19.  

The center is located in trailer 6 

and is designed to be a place 

where families can obtain school 

and community resources, as 

well as attend workshops. 

 

The center will contain com-

puters for families to use.  Par-

ents can type resumes, search 

the internet for jobs, check their 

child’s Blackboard page, email 

teachers, and search for other 

information.   

 

Because we know that many of 

our families have small children, 

the center will include an area 

for children to read and play 

games.  This will allow parents to 

access the materials they need, 

while also being able to take care 

of their families. 

The center will be open on 

Wednesdays from 9am to 1pm.  

If you would like to visit at an-

other time, please contact 

Melinda Rivas. 

Thomas Jefferson School for 

Science and Technology  

Applications for TJHSST are now 

available from Mrs. Brooks.  

Completed applications are due 

by Friday, October 21 by 

3:00pm.  They must be submitted 

directly  to Mrs. Brooks.  For 

more information about TJHSST, 

please visit their admissions web-

site at: www.TJAdmissions.org 

World Languages Exam 

The Credit Exam for World 

Languages will be administered 

on November 9, 10, and 14. If 

your child speaks a foreign lan-

guage and is not currently en-

rolled in that language course, he 

or she is eligible to take this 

exam for high school credit.  

Please contact your child’s coun-

selor by Friday, October 21 to 

register. 

 

Meet the Teachers 

‘Touch Base Day’ will be held on 

Friday, November 11 from 

7:30am to 10:00am.  This is an 

opportunity for you to briefly 

meet with some of your child’s 

teachers.  Meeting times will be 

approximately 3 minutes.   

 

Career Day Volunteers 

Langston Hughes Middle is look-

ing for speakers for our Career 

Day.   Volunteers need to be 

available on Friday, April 27 from 

12:30pm to 3:00pm.  Contact 

Mark Blocker if you are inter-

ested.  

Grand Opening: Hughes Parent Center 

Upcoming Events 

L A N G S T O N  H U G H E S  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

Student Services News 
F I R S T  Q U A R T E R  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

C O U N S E L O R  

C O N T A C T S  

Mark Blocker  

(703) 715-3638 

Teams: Gamma Rays & Super 

Novas 

Marissa Brooks 

(703) 715-3645 

Teams: Galaxy & Stars 

Phyllis DeGraffenried 

(703) 715-3654 

Teams: Comets & Lasers 

Melinda Rivas 

(703) 715-3643 

Parent Liaison 

Stephanie Hicks Newby 

(703) 715-3602 

Registrar 

Amielia Mitchell 

(703) 715-3614 

Director of Student Services 

 

U P C O M I N G  

D A T E S  

October 7    Interim 

reports sent home 

October 21  TJHSST 

applications due by 

3:00pm 

October 21                  

Deadline to register 

for World Languages 

Credit Exam by 

3:00pm 

November 11 

Touch Base Day 

7:30am to 10:00am 


