
Booktalks! 

Weõve had a great turnout of 

classes coming down for 

Booktalks this year but weõve 

taken promoting our books 

to a new level by using web 

2.0 tools. Weõve been using 

podcasts, voicethreads, blogs 

and wikis to talk about 

books.  Mrs. Cõs booktalks 

(www.mcbytes.com) is linked 

on our library website.  Here 

we preview  some of our best 

new books using podcasts 

and voicethread with the help 

of Mr. Ledesma.  We have 

also established an active 

blog on the HMS Media 

Center blackboard site.  Our 

Book Blog discussions have 

brought out some great con-

versations with our students  

and  weõve awarded 3 students 

Blogger of the Month prizes 

for the comments theyõve 

posted. Weõre are always look-

ing for student reviewers and 

podcasters and encourage 

them to contribute as well. 

Professional Development 

Mrs. Carmenates: 

Continues to attend monthly 
STAC meetings. 

Presented at Fall Secondary 
Librarians in-service, con-
ducted podcasting workshops. 

Presented with Mr. Ledesma 

at Internet East conference in 

Crystal City. 

Presented with Librarians 

from Annandale and Poe at 

the Fall IB articulation day. 

Hosted library practicum 

student. 

Host student from Office of 

Career and Transition Ser-

vices. 

Mrs. Rumberger: 

Attended Ecole Basics, Re-

ports, Item Maintenance & 

iBistro training. 

Look for this symbol on the Holmes 

Book Talks are all the talk around Holmes 
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Arrived March 19, 2009   

Library Blogging by Karen A. Coombs 

Making the Most of the WEB in your Classroom by Timothy D. Green, Abbie 

Brown & LeAnne Robinson 

Classroom Blogging by David F. Warlick 
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http://www.mcbytes.net


 

topic using both print and 
online sources. They learned 
how to take good notes and 
cite their sources. Students 
presented their findings to 
their classmates, teachers 
and parents in the lecture 
hall.   

If youõd like to collaborate 

stop by the library anytime 

or visit the Virginia Dept. of 

Education website for more 

ideas and information at: 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/

VDOE/Technology/OET/

library.shtml    

colnõs and Washington Birthday, Mu-

sic and Theatre in our schools and 

Dr. Seuss.  Stop and look when you 

pass by for Arbor & Earth Day and 

Math and Poetry Month in April. 

The Library display case welcomes 

the students, faculty, staff and visi-

tors every month with themes and 

books of noteworthy events.   

This year so far we have had books 

representing Hispanic American 

Heritage Month, Teen Read Week 

Native American Heritage Month, 

Election Day, Thanksgiving, Lin-

MESH Projects  
(Math, English, Science, History) 

Our Window on the Month 

Who was Dr. Seuss?  His 

real name was Theodor 

Geisel.  He was born in 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

on March 2, 1904.  Every 

year on March 2 we cele-

brate òRead Across America 

Dayó in honor of Mr. Geisel 

a.k.a. Dr. Seuss.                      

Our bulletin board in the 

library was decorated in 

honor of this author with a 

biography about his life and 

accomplishments.  Students 

were able to read about the 

man who wrote the books 

they have all read growing 

up like The Cat In The Hat.                      

March Bulletin Board Story/Dr. Seuss 
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Research has shown that 
when teachers, library media 
specialists and technology 
specialists collaborate, stu-
dents reap the benefits. One 
of the key ingredients to a 
successful library media pro-
gram is a collaborative rela-
tionship with classroom 
teachers. Letõs work together 
to increase our studentsõ test 
scores!  This quarter Ms. 
�*�R�E�O�H�·�V����th grade Eng-
lish classes improved their 
research skills while working 
on their MESH project. This 
cross curricular assignment 
asked students to become 
experts on different facets of 
the Chesapeake Bayõs health.  
Studentõs researched their  

Schools with higher rated libraries  
have 10 to 18 percent better test scores  
than schools with lower rated libraries. 
  
Lance, Keith Curry. Libraries and Student Achievement:  
The importance of school libraries for improving student test scores.  
Threshold Magazine, Winter 2004, p.8-9. 

Art is the window to man's soul. Without it, he 
would never be able to see beyond his immediate 
world; nor could the world see the man within.  
Claudia Johnson  
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