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www.fcps.edu/HollinMeadowsES/programs/science
Dear Parents,

Hollin Meadows Elementary School is holding its annual Science Fair as a feature of Science and Math Night. All students in grades K-6 are invited to participate. Students in 5th and 6th grade are required to participate. The Science Lab website listed above has many great resources and information for planning and completing your science fair project.
The Science Fair will not be judged and no awards will be given. The purpose of this event is to encourage your child to use the scientific process and have fun! Feel free to guide your children through the process by helping them gather information from the Internet or other resources and by helping them organize their thoughts, but let the final work reflect your child’s interest and individual effort.

Elementary school science fairs have a long history of being about making the biggest paper mache volcano or Styrofoam model of the universe. You made one in fifth grade (so did I, and it was awesome, by the way) and you certainly could help your student build an even better one. But doing those "projects" misses the fundamental point of the science fair. The science fair is a chance to practice doing science, not doing projects. This experience can be the first practice session in using the methods and tools that will lead your student to one day discovering the next great advancement in science or technology. Or at least provide you with a nice retirement. So, encourage them to answer a question using the scientific model and show the results in our fair, and skip staying up all night painting volcanoes.

Be sure to follow the Experimental Design Diagram (available to download from the science fair website) The projects must be experiments that are based on a question, not a demonstration of a science concept. Classroom teachers may set the exact due dates for project segments as it fits best with their classroom. 
1. Select a Topic: Ask a question

For example:



Will plants grow taller with compost or commercial fertilizer?

2. Form a Hypothesis: Predict the answer to your question. After you research your topic, register your project with the science teacher.
3. Experiment:


- Make a list of the procedures you will follow 

- Make a list of the materials you will use

- Conduct your experiment

4. Analyze your Data: Study your results, make graphs/charts
5. Draw Conclusions: Was your guess right? What did you learn
6. Put together your presentation and prepare your presentation materials and display boards. Just a reminder---neatness counts. 
Science Fair Guidelines
1. Students in Grades 5th and 6th are required to submit projects. Students in grades K through 4th can also submit projects

2. Project information should be displayed on three sided presentation boards (available at craft, office supply stores, or purchased through the school. Information about how to order display boards to follow.)

3. Projects should take up no more than 1 meter by ½ meter table space.

4. Dangerous or hazardous materials are not allowed.

5. Bunsen burners are not allowed.

6. Electrical outlet availability is very limited. Make arragements ahead of tim4 and please bring an extension cord with your project if you need a power source.
8. Students will present their projects in class during the week before the Science Fair
Hollin Meadow’s Science Fair has become very popular. Because of the number of experiments that we must accommodate and the corresponding safety issues, please make sure that the display materials are safe and will not cause any damage, such as liquids or food. This does not mean that you may not use these materials in your experiment, but please do not bring them to school as part of your display. Be creative: take pictures, make drawing, etc. We welcome interactive displays but they must not affect other projects. Thank you for your cooperation.
Learn and explore at
Hollin Meadows Science and Math Night
