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Types of Aid
Grants – free $$$ based on financial need

Loans – low interest rates with deferred 
repayment options

Work Study – flexible employment based on 
financial need

Scholarships – compete for free $$$
Unique criteria for each award



How to apply for 
Federal Financial Aid

1.   Obtain a PIN #  for student (and 1 parent)
www.pin.ed.gov

2.  Submit a 2008-2009 FAFSA
www.fafsa.ed.gov
(include your school’s code)

3.   Follow up on correspondence received from 
your college’s financial aid office



Obtain a PIN #  
www.pin.ed.gov

The student and 1 parent needs a PIN #

You will receive it via email within 3 days after you apply



Visit:  www.fafsa.ed.gov



Gather Up Your Documents…



Fill out a 08-09 FAFSA

The 2008-2009 FAFSA will be available after Jan. 1, 2008



Let’s Review the FAFSA
The FAFSA handout mirrors the online 08-09 

FAFSA that will be available after 1/1/08.

We’ll review the handout so that you’ll know what 
to expect, but do NOT mail in this form. 

Instructions (pages 1-4)

FAQ’s (page 6)

The questions begin on page 7.



Step One:  Student Information on Page 7

#14  Citizenship  (Instructions on Page 2)

#16  Student’s Marital Status:  If single, skip #17

#22  Selective Service… Male students must register    
(if they haven’t already) to receive aid

#23  What degree will you be working on in 08-09?
(Instructions on page 2)

#24  Grade Level in 08-09?
1st time college students enter “0”



Step One:  Student Information on Page 7

#25  Enrollment Status?  Full-time: enter “1”

#26  Enter “3” to be considered for all types of aid

#27  ’08 high school grads enter “1”

#31  Never received aid before: select “no”



Step Two:  Student Finances on Page 8
#32  Check “I’m not going to file” only if the student 

is not required to file a tax return

#35-37  Refer to line numbers on tax return (if filed)

#38  If student did not work, enter “0”
If the student worked, but didn’t file taxes        
use the W2 

#39  Enter “0” if the student is not married



Step Two:  Student Finances on Page 8

#40-42  Worksheets A, B, and C on page 5
Worksheets do not apply to most dependent students
Possible exception:  Social Security paid to student

#43  Current balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts

#44  Student’s investments (if any)
See notes on page 3

College savings plans (529 plans) are NOT reported as an 
investment if they are owned by a dependent student.

However, if the parent owns the dependent student’s college 
savings plan then it needs to be reported as an investment in # 88



Step 3: Dependency Status



Step 3: Dependency Status on Page 8

Student is classified as a DEPENDENT unless they 
answered YES to at least ONE question in #48-55

#49  ‘08 high school grads would answer “no”

#51  Only “Yes” if the student provides more than 
50% of their child’s support

If the student answers “No” to all questions in Step 3 
then they must provide their parent’s info



Step 4: Parental Info

Who’s “the Parent” ?
Notes on Page 3

Divorced/Separated?
Report the parent that the student lived with the most 

during the last 12 months and that parent’s new spouse 
if remarried (step-parent)

Equal living arrangements?
Report parent who provided more $ during last 12 months

Include Adoptive Parents
Grandparents, foster parents or legal guardians are 
NOT reported on the FAFSA.



Step 4: Parental Info on Page 9

#66  Number in Household:
July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009 

Notes on Page 3

#67  Number in College
Do NOT include parents.

• Include the student
• Other dependent family   

members in college*

*Must be enrolling half-time 
and seeking a college degree



Step 4: Parental Info 
Household Size Worksheet



Step 4: Parent Finances on Page 9

#71-75  Leave blank if they do not apply

Try to complete your ’07 tax return by mid Feb. so you 
can use it to complete the FAFSA before the school’s 
priority deadline

#76  Only check “not going to file”
if you’re not required to file

#79-81  Refer to line numbers on tax return (if filed)

#82-83 Use W-2’s if you worked but did not file taxes
Report mom and dad’s earnings separately 



Step 4: Parent Finances
#84-86 Worksheets A, B, and C on Page 5



Step 4: Parent Finances on Page 10

#87  Parents’ cash, checking accounts, and savings 
on the date the application is submitted

#88 Net worth of investments
See notes on page 3

Do NOT include:
Value of your home
Retirement Plans
Value of Life Insurance
Cash, savings, or checking accounts

that were already reported



Step 5: Independent Student Info on Page 10

Most High School Seniors will skip #90-96

A student should only complete this part       
if they answered at least one of the 

dependency questions (#48-55) as “Yes”



Step 6:  Schools to Receive Info
Search for College Codes…



Step 6:  Schools to Receive Info

Must provide at least one school code 

Searchable database -
Northern Virginia Community College - 003727
George Mason University – 003749
Virginia Tech – 003754
Radford – 003732
ODU - 003728
UVA – 003745



Signature Options



Print the Confirmation Page



Next Steps…
Review Student Aid Report (SAR)

Expect correspondence from colleges listed 
on the FAFSA

Quickly respond to requests for information

Receive award letters and other instructions

Accept student loans if necessary

Accept Work Study award if interested



Helpful Tips
Submit your Official High School Transcript  
(ACG and VGAP)

Submit VTAG application at eligible schools
(www.schev.edu)

Apply for scholarships 

File your taxes early 

SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA   ASAP after Jan. 1



Helpful Tips…
Sending additional kids to college in the future?
www.virginia529.com

VPEP: lock in tuition rates for newborns–9thgraders
VEST: tax-free college savings account

Consider community colleges… (www.vccs.edu)
2 + 2 = 4 
Articulation Agreements = Guaranteed Admission
Outstanding Value (only $87 p/credit at NOVA)
2 Year Transfer Grant




