January Brainwork
“An education is not a thing one gets, but a lifelong process.”  Gloria Steinem 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	How does the month of January feel about itself?  Create a PMI (plus, minus, interesting) chart that January might complete.
	Geography Challenge!

Make a 10 word chain of states and countries.  Each must begin with the letter of the previous one.  

Ex:  Virginia-Arkansas-Spain
	If Jan. 1 is the first day of the year, then Feb. 1 is the 32nd day.  What day of the year is Mar. 1?  Sept. 1?  What is the date of the 100th day?  The 250th day?
	Jump into January by listing things that:
Jingle and jangle

Jibber and jabber

Jiggle and juggle
	Are you more like a snowflake, a snowstorm or an avalanche?  Why?

	On Jan. 4, 1863, James Plimpton patented 4-wheel roller skates with 2 rows of wooden wheels.  Imagine a conversation between a pair of old fashioned skates and today’s roller blades.
	Your parents agree to give you 1¢ on Jan. 1st; 2¢ on Jan. 2nd; 4¢ on Jan. 3rd, 8¢ on Jan. 4th, and so on.  How much will you have by Jan 31st?
	None of the computers in your school work for an entire week.  Consider this situation from the point of view of:  student, teacher, principal, office worker.
	“Why the lugubrious face this morning?” asked mother when Juanita came down to breakfast.  Draw a picture showing how Juanita looked.
	You have the chance to spend a day as a cell phone, skateboard, rocking chair, pencil sharpener, or Lego block.  Which do you choose?  Why?

	Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is about making choices.  List ways in which you decide which “road” to take when you have a decision to make.
	On Jan. 12, 1773, the first museum in America opened in Charleston, SC.  List 10 items from the present that you think will appear in a museum 200 years from now.  Justify your selections.
	Someone has just given you a bijou.  Draw a picture showing what you think the word means.  Then look it up in the dictionary.
	If you could go back in time to an historic event, which one would you choose to visit?  Why?  How would you participate in the event?
	Jan. 16 is “National Clean Off Your Desk Day”.  What would your desk like to tell you today?  Write a letter to yourself from your desk’s point of view.

	On Jan. 19, 1915, Frenchman Georges Claude patented the neon sign.  What makes you light up like a neon sign?
	You are the advice columnist for “Snow World” newspaper.  What advice would you give a snowperson who wants some excitement in his/her life?
	Jan. 21 – Squirrel Appreciation Day.  How will you pay tribute to this often maligned and not always appreciated animal?
	On Jan. 24, 1848, John Sutter discovered gold on his land in California starting the “California Gold Rush”.  What is “worth its weight in gold” to you?
	January 25 is “Weather Signs Day”.  An old belief says that whatever weather happens on this day will predict the weather for the rest of the year.  Write a story explaining how this belief got started.

	Create a snowman/woman superhero.  Write a story or draw a comic strip featuring him/her.  
	When is forgetting difficult?  When is remembering easy?
	On a visit to a toy factory, Kate noticed this pattern of stuffed animals being made:  dragon, cat, bat, fish, tiger, gerbil.  What will the 77th toy be?
	What is your criteria for deciding when an object is “old”?  When a person is “old”?  Are they the same?
	The answer is “before the end of 2009”.  What are the questions?


Learn a new word for the new year:  quotidian – horripilation – dactylology – jentacular 
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