December Brainwork
“The pupil who is never required to do what he cannot do, never does what he can do.”  John Stuart Mill
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	December is “Read a New Book Month”.  If you could spend a day with a character from any book you have read, who would it be?  Prepare a schedule detailing how you would spend the day.
	Do you spend more time daydreaming about the past, the present or the future?  Why?  Is one more important to dream about than another?
	Celebrate “Aardvark Week” this week!  It lives in African grasslands, is 4 ft. long with a 12” tongue to help it catch ants & termites.  Design a poster or compose a song to celebrate this unique animal.
	Radio City Music Hall in New York opened in Dec. 1932.  With 5,945 seats, it was the largest movie theater in the world!  If every person in your school sat in a seat, how many would remain empty?
	“Tintinnabulation” is a great word for the month of December.  Why?  Write a definition of what you think the word means; then look the word up in the dictionary to find the real definition.

	Five children ate lunch while shopping.  Their lunches cost $4.85, $5.92, $3.70, $4.50, & $5.03.  What was the total spent on?  What was the average?  What was the difference between the most and least expensive?

	Akiko’s father drove her to school today.  They arrived at school at 7:45 a.m.  Driving time was 23 minutes, not including a 10 minute stop they made to get hot chocolate at the Breakfast Barn.  When did they leave home?
	Which is the most silent – space, distance or time?
	Write a conversation between two snowflakes as they fall to the ground on a quiet evening in December.
	On Dec. 13, 1577, Sir Francis Drake of England set sail around the world.  List 5 characteristics you believe a successful explorer should exhibit.  Justify your choices.

	It’s “Tell Someone They’re Doing a Good Job Week”.  Surprise 5 people with anonymous notes telling them what a good job you think they are doing.
	Dec. 16, 1903 – first meeting of the “Men Will Never Fly Society” to protest the Wright brothers test flight.  What “Men Will Never ____ Society” might be formed in the year 2103?
	What if…instead of snowing snowflakes in December it snowed oatmeal or lemon drops or…?  You think of another strange thing for it to snow and tell what happened.
	Juanita had a piece of blue canvas that measured 2/3 of a yard.  She used ½ of the piece to make a hat.  What part of a yard was the piece that was left?
	Uncle Stuffer filled 1/8 of a plate w/beans; 4/6 of a plate w/turkey; ½ of a plate w/corn; 2/6 of a plate 2/salad; 2/4 of a plate with dressing; and 7/8 of a plate with dessert.  How many whole plates did he use?

	In 2008 the first day of winter falls on Sunday, Dec. 21.  In what year will it next fall on a Sunday?  In what year did it last fall on a Sunday?
	The first Christmas cards were printed in London in 1843.  Evaluate receiving a card of any kind in the mail as opposed to receiving an e-mail card.  Which do you prefer?  Why? 
	Lights, lights, lights!  Which type would you rather be?
A flashlight

A neon light  on a store front

A car headlight

A nightlight in a baby’s room
	Study a map of the United States and find towns named “Santa Claus”, “Christmas”, “Holly”, Mistletoe”, and “Yule”.  What other holiday names can you find?
	Lorenzo bought five calendars at the mall on Dec. 20 for $10.95 each.  A week later they went on sale for 50% off.  How much would he have saved if he had bought them then?

	To what periods of time do these words refer?

- diurnal

- novennial

- quindecennial

- sesquicentennial
	Flavors of ice cream:  chocolate, vanilla, strawberry, mint, pistachio.  Flavors of syrup:  hot fudge, butterscotch, caramel, chocolate.  How many different combinations are possible with 1 scoop of ice cream & 1 type of syrup?
	Frosty the Snowman has decided that it’s just too cold to stay outside!  He wants to come in and spend the day with you.  Make a plan for your day together.
	What will the year 2008 say to the year 2009?  What might it say to be careful of or to watch out for?  What words of advice might it have?
	December 31 is “Touch a Pig for Luck Day” in Austria.  What kind of luck would you hope for?


Million Dollar Words for December:  dactylography – dendrochronology – doctiloquent – dextrophobia – defervesce  
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