November Brainwork
“In matters of style, swim with the current; in matters of principle, stand like a rock.”  Thomas Jefferson

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	November is International Drum Month.  Consider drums from the point of view of:

- A teenager

- A parent

- The drum

- The drumsticks
	Fluency Tasks

Make a long list of:

- Things that melt

- Things that are invisible

- Things that sparkle

- Things that are soft but strong
	Select 2 items in your classroom.  Create a conversation between them.  Ideas to get you started:  They might discuss a place where one has been but the other has not, or which one of them is more useful or important.
	Your teacher has just told you that your mind is “capacious”!  Should you be pleased or insulted?
	Imagine that you have become one of these items in your classroom:  a piece of chalk, a paper clip, a coat hook, a computer mouse.  Write a paragraph describing your day.

	A new food has just been introduced – “Pepperberry Scrunch”.  What type of food is it?  To whom would it be marketed?  Design an ad for this new food.
	The 2nd week of November is National Geography Awareness Week.  Why is it important for people to know about the world’s geographical features?  Can you list 10 geographical features?
	In the U.S. about 1 in 7 people are left-handed.  In Main Street School’s 5th grades there are 24 left-handed students.  How many right-handed students would you expect to find?
	Humorous real place names – Fleatown, OH; Monkey’s Eyebrow, AZ; Two Egg, FL; Bugscuffle, TN.  Make up your own humorous place name and write a story about how it got the name.
	Would you rather be a piece of art such as a painting or sculpture or a work of literature such as a novel, poem or play?  Why?

	Using any or all of the following items, create something that would have been of use at the first Thanksgiving:
Popsicle stick, rubber band, paper clip, envelope, 6”x12” piece of aluminum foil, an index card
	On Nov. 11, 1647, the colony of Massachusetts passed the first compulsory school attendance law.  Do you think compulsory schooling is or is not a good idea?  How many years should a child be required to attend school?
	Nov. 13, 1850, birthday of Robert Louis Stevenson, author of Treasure Island.  Which is more valuable – a chest of gold or a chest of memories?
	Nov. 14, 1907 – birthday of children’s author William Steig.  In his book, Grown-ups Get to Do All the Driving, he makes some observations about adults.  Make a long list:  “Grown-ups get to …”
	On Nov. 15, 1869, free mail delivery began in San Francisco.  Before that, people used to pay $3 to $4 for each piece of mail they got!  If each member of your family received 5 pieces of mail per day, what would be the cost for November?

	On Nov. 18, 1883, four time zones were created for the U.S.:  Eastern, Central, Mountain and Pacific.  When it is noon in Fairfax, what time is it in:  St. Louis, Los Angeles, Dallas, Seattle, and Kansas City?
	Thanksgiving Research Questions

Who was Oceanus?

Would you eat a “shallop”?

What did the Native Americans call Plymouth?

What would a Pilgrim woman do if she found a “spider” in her kitchen?
	THANKFULNESS

What is it?  What color is it?  What sound is it?  When do you feel it?  How would you explain it to someone who had never heard the word?
	Would you rather be the answer or the question?  Explain your choice.
	Ben Franklin said that the turkey was a truly American bird and should be the symbol of our country.  Make Ben happy and design an advertising campaign to get the turkey made our national bird.

	What if you discovered your best friend “ululating”?  What might have happened to him/her?  Where might s/he be?
	National Game and Puzzle Week is celebrated during the last week of November.  What are some big ideas that puzzle you?
	Fun with Math
Have a 2 minute conversation with a friend using only numbers - no words!  Let your tone of voice and inflection get across your feelings and meanings.
	Not being fond of “neoteric” furniture, Mrs. Jones preferred to decorate her house with pieces of the style of Washington or Jefferson.  Draw a picture of a piece of furniture she would not like.
	November, which comes from the Roman word “novem” meaning nine, was the 9th month according to the ancient Roman year which began in March.  Find out when November became the 11th month of the year.
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