	February Brainwork
“We must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it – but we must sail, and not drift, nor lie at anchor.”  Oliver Wendell Holmes

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Feb. 1 is “Be an Encourager Day”.  Who has given you a great deal of encouragement?  How could you show your appreciation to that person?
	Presidential Quote:

“The answer for all our national problems – the answer for all the problems of the world – comes to a single word.  That word is education.”  Lyndon Johnson

Do you agree or disagree? Why?
	Feb. 3, 1894 – birthday of artist Norman Rockwell whose illustrations depicted family life.  Draw a picture showing family life as you see it in 2005.  How do you think your picture is different from ones he might have drawn?
	February is Black History Month.  If it weren’t for inventor Garrett Morgan, we wouldn’t dare take a ride in an automobile!  What did he invent?

	What if your shadow was attached to you and could feel things?  Would it get dirty from being dragged around?  How would you wash it?

	Cut a 15 foot piece of wood into 3 pieces.  The two shorter pieces are equal in length.  Their total length is half the length of the third piece.  What are the lengths?

	 Presidents’ Day honors George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  Create a Venn diagram comparing your character traits with those of one of these remarkable presidents.
	What do these three inventions have in common?
Dictating machine

Phonograph

Waxed paper


	Feb. 13, 1741 – first magazine published in the U.S., “The American Magazine”.  Create a table of contents showing what types of articles you think were in this magazine.  Then design a cover for it.
	Design some unusual Valentine greetings:
- a message from a box of chocolates to its recipient 

- a love letter from one sneaker to the other sneaker in a pair



	Kaylin and Christine are decorating for the class Valentine party.  They plan to hang 16 balloons from the ceiling and place 14 on tables.  It takes 4 minutes to hang each balloon and 1 minute to place each on the tables.  If they start at 1:00, when will they finish?

	It’s “Mustard Day”!  On Feb. 15, 1758, Ben Franklin advertised mustard for the first time in America.  Create the ad that might have run in his paper.
	Write a story from the point of view of the “dust bunny” that lives under the sofa in your living room.
	Each day Sally sold twice as many boxes of cookies as she had the day before.  By the end of the 5th day, she had sold a total of 93 boxes.  How many boxes did she sell on the 3rd day?

	A bag is filled with 27 marbles.  There are twice as many reds as greens.  There are three times as many blues as reds.  How many of each color? 



	Which weighs more – a promise or a mistake?  Why?
	In Honor of George Washington, who was born on Feb. 22, 1732, design a new wig and outfit for him to wear to his birthday party.
	Rank order these qualities:
Determination

Compassion

Persistence

Courage
	If you could “save time in a bottle”, how much time would you save?  What would you do with that time?
	What is the smallest positive number that leaves a remainder of 2 when divided by 3, 4 and 5?


	Feb. 26, 1830 – birthday of Levi Strauss, who accidentally invented that we all love to wear.  Design an item of clothing that you think will still be worn over 100 years from now.  
	 A 12 gallon fish tank is filled at the rate of ¼ gallon of water every 5 seconds.  How many minutes and seconds will it take to fill 5/6 of the tank?

	Describe a snowy February day from the point of view of a:

Snow flake

Snow plow

Snow shovel

Snow man    
	What if we all saw colors differently?  For example, my green might look blue to you.  What might be some pluses and minuses? 
	How many hours, minutes and seconds are in the month of February?


Million dollar words for February – fatuous – fuliginous – flabellate – fulminate
Compiled by K. Silberberg
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