January Brainwork
“The person who has lived the most is not the one with the most years but the one with the richest experience.”  Rousseau
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	In January 1893 the first commemorative stamp was issued.  It celebrated the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ voyage.  Design one for a person or event of your choosing.
	Which is better – quantity or quality?  How would the conditions and/or situation affect your answer?
	“I am the most spectacular month of all!” bragged January to the other eleven months.  What could January say to justify its boastful comment?
	National Soup Month

Complete this analogy:

“A bowl of alphabet soup is like a ________ because _______.”
	Losing gloves and mittens in the winter is a problem for both young and old.  Create a new way to prevent this problem.

	The librarian at the local elementary school was a well-known ailurophile.  Should the students be worried about her?
	Jan. 4 is Perihelion Day!  What do you think happens today?  Make a guess; then find out the actual meaning of the word.
	Decisions & Outcomes

Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is about making choices.  List ways in which you decide which “road” to take.
	Ronny’s father is 24 years older than Ronny.  Their combined age is 46.  How old is Ronny?  How old is his father?
	You are the advice columnist for the “Snow World Gazette”.  What advice would you give a snowperson who wants some excitement in his/her life?

	What’s a hero?  Is it a football player who makes the winning touchdown?  Is it Arland Williams, a passenger on a plane that crashed in the Potomac in Jan. 1982 who helped rescue others and lost his own life?  How do you define a hero?
	Analogy

Are you more like:
a snowflake?

a snowstorm?

an avalanche?

Why?
	Jan. 12, 1628 – birthday of Charles Perrault who collected many well known fairy tales into a book titled Tales of Mother Goose.  Select one to update into a modern version.
	If you were a vexillologist and your field of research was vexillology, what would you be studying?
	Personification

Which is happiest:

A snowflake?

A raindrop?

A hailstone?

Why?

	Create a snowman/woman superhero!  Write a story or draw a comic strip featuring your snowperson superhero.  Explain what powers s/he has.
	Author Mark Twain was once described as “the man with the niveous hair”.  Why might this word be used a lot in January?
	Jan. 19, 1915 – Frenchman George Claude patented the neon sign.  The first one was for a car dealership in Los Angeles.  What makes you light up like a neon sign? 
	Mystery Number

3-digit whole number.  Divisible by 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11.  Not divisible by 7, 8, 9.

What’s the number?
	Jan. 21 is “Squirrel Appreciation Day”.  How will you pay tribute to this often maligned and not always appreciated animal?

	January 22 – “National Answer Your Cat’s Question Day”.  If you were a cat, what questions would you ask?
	January 23 is “National Pie Day”.  Can you name a type of pie for every letter of the alphabet?  Create a recipe for a new, unusual pie.
	Someone has just given you a bijou.  Draw a picture showing what you think the word means.  Then look it up in the dictionary.
	Your parents say that they will give you 1¢ on Jan. 1st, 2¢ on Jan. 2nd, 4¢ on Jan. 3rd, 8¢ on Jan. 4th, and so on, doubling the amount each day.  How much will you have by Jan. 30th?
	PMI
Create your own personal PMI on the first month of this new year.


Learn some “Forgotten English” (vanishing vocabulary words) – sough – pixilated – screever – thimblerig 
Compiled by K. Silberberg, AART





                       Mary McLaren-Wood, AART

