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PRINCIPAL’S PERSPECTIVE — Janet K. Funk

Fairfax County Public Schools’ Budget for

Proposed Program/Attendance Area

2010

Information related to the FCPS Superintendent’s
Budget Proposal can be found on the Fairfax
County Public Schools’ home page listed under
School Board Actions for January 8, 2009, or at
http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2010htm. The FY
2010 proposed operating budget totals $2.2 billion,
a reduction of 0.5%, or a decrease of $10.3 million
from the FY 2009 budget. The total budget
reduction and cost avoidances of $157.5 million
result in the elimination of 831.9 positions. The
budget increases class size for general education
and the minimum class size ratio for special
education by 0.5 students,
provides no salary or cost-of-
living increases for employees,
reduces many programs and
services and does not include
any new programs or program :
expansions.

Adjustments

The most current boundary proposal for Laurel
Hill, Gunston, Halley, Lorton Station and
Silverbrook elementary schools can be found on the
Fairfax County Public Schools’ home page, also
listed under School Board Actions for January 8,
20009.

I encourage all of you to keep up-to-date with these
important issues as the budget impacts schools
throughout the county at all levels and Halley as it
relates to the creation of a new attendance area.

School Improvement Plan

The Halley School Improvement Plan for 2008-
2009 has been submitted to Betsy Fenske, our
Cluster V Assistant Superintendent. A copy of the
plan is available in the school office for anyone

interested to review.
(Continued on Page 3)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE — Rick Furiga

Weather Words

By the time this issue of the Heartbeat is received
and read, the month of January 2009 will be almost
history. February 1 is when | start to convince
myself that spring is just over the horizon and
winter is packing it in for another year. The period
of light gets longer each passing day and, to me, it
feels warmer despite what the Weather Channel
experts are saying as they stand in knee-deep snow.
Therein lies the problem, since | tend to start
wearing spring-weight outerwear prematurely and
pay the price with a late season cold. Temperatures
will be fluctuating from cold to mild to cold over
the next few months. Please be sure your child is
dressed for the predicted forecast, not the imagined
one.

Be a Volunteer

There will be a need for volunteers on a continuing
basis throughout the school year. When the call for
volunteers goes out, please consider giving Halley a
bit of your time. Volunteers make a difference —

make yourself a part of the difference. The magic
in a child’s appreciative smile is still there.

Join Us!

If you have been putting off becoming a member of
the Halley PTA, it’s not too late to join. Lourdes
McLoughlin, our Membership Chairperson, can
show you how easy it is to become a member.
Lourdes is at loumac32@cox.net.

Short Note

Please check out the article in this issue regarding
the Silverbrook —
Halley basketball
game scheduled for
March 21°%. This is
becoming a “must go
and see” event.
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NUTRIFAX
CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

The two major oral health diseases are tooth decay (dental caries) and gum (periodontal)
disease. Both diseases are influenced by nutrition and diet. Nutrition plays an important
role in the development of teeth and oral tissue. Dental caries result from the interaction
between the tooth, oral bacteria, and dietary carbohydrates (sugar and starch).

Plaque is a sticky film of bacteria that forms on our teeth and turns the sugars and
starches in our food into acids. These acids act on the tooth enamel and cause tooth
decay. If high-acid producing or sugar foods (raisins, cookies, cakes,) are consumed, they
should be eaten with meals, not as snacks. Cheeses, popcorn, raw fruits and vegetables
are low-acid producing food and make healthy snacks.

To prevent dental disease, remember to:
1. Brush teeth after every meal with fluoridated toothpaste
2. Floss teeth daily
3. Visit the dentist and dental hygienist regularly
4. Bat a nutritionally balanced diet

5. Avoid foods that stay in the mouth a long time and stick to
teeth (raisins, hard candies, and caramels).

Reminders

If your child has been absent, is late for Dates to
school, leaving school eatly, or going
home in a manner other than he/she
normally goes home, please send in a
note for the teacher, which will be

communicated to the front office and

Remember
1\

Jan. 26-27th No School—

bus drivers as appropriate. Student Holiday
Feb. 4th 2 hr. Barly Release
When driving to and from the school, Feb. 6th GT referral forms due
the speed limit in the community is 25| | Feb. 16th No School—
miles per hour. Please keep a watch Presidents’ Day
out for our students walking to and Mar. 4th 2 hr. Early Release
from school.
Mar. 21st Silverbrook — Halley
basketball game
Please call the school at 703-551-5700 Aot 1 2 hr. Barlv Rel
if your child will be late for school or pr. Ist r. harly Release
absent for the day. Apr. 3rd No School—
Student Holiday
Please do not cut through the school Apt. 6-10th No School—
bus parking lot during school hours. Spring Vacation
(Situdents use this area for }rlecess andh\ye May 6th 2 hr. Barly Release
S ;feg(?t want to pose a threat to their May 25th No School—

Memorial Day
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Principal’s Perspective
(Continued from Page 1)

Inclement Weather

Make certain that your children are prepared for late openings and early closings. For those of you who have registered for “Keep in
Touch,” you can access weather-related information via your e-mail. Information can also be accessed through the local radio and
television stations. It is important that you do not call Halley as we need to keep our telephone lines open to receive updated
information to ensure the safety of the children. In the event of an early closing, please prepare your children for where they are to
go if no one is home to care for them. It is important that the children dress properly for the wintry weather in the months to come.

Halley Happenings

Congratulations to Cynthia Foglio who has been named as a SMART Exemplary Educator, joining Tammi Sisk, Kathy Brown,
and Jennifer Buchko!

Math Summer Bingo - 2008

by Gloria Facciola, Math Resource Teacher

I was very pleased with the Halley students who participated in the Math Summer Bingo. The grid had challenging math problems
which covered many of the concepts learned during the school year. We joined the students, who completed the Reading Bingo, for
an ice cream sundae treat. The children were awarded pencils and certificates. | look forward to the 2009 Summer Math Bingo.

2008 Summer Math Bingo Participants

Grade 1

Chase Calderon
Chatlize Custodio
Chase Diaz
Hannah Dupray
Caera Harrison
Flynn Hildre
Elaine Hughes
An Lo

Lina McCloskey
Reagan Osborne
Kathryn Perkins
Taryn Recco
Cameron Ryan
Tanner Ryan
Nathan Scafati
Tyler Simms

Grade 2
Sam Belkowitz
Holden Brettell
Gerria Brown
Emme Chong
Alexander Clark
Timmy Denehy
Olivia Foster
Luis Galindo-Guetro
Emily Graff
Yuhei Hattori
Caleb Jiggetts
Jason Krein
Liam Lucy
Zachary Martin
Corey Owen
Mark Peterson
Ryan Pickell
Jonas Rohde
Bridget Ross
Nathan Scafati
Niles Scafati

Grade 3
Nida Ahmad
Abbey Buchholz
Dylan Daniels
Jack Dupray
Nathaniel Gebrehewit
Laura Gleason
Lydia Kelley
Jared Lease
Katie Licurgo
Amy Lo
Cody Taylor
Grant Thompson
Miranda Weaver
Vanessa Weaver
Alicia Williams

0

10

Jena Van

Kaitlyn Walker

Max Wigren

Jolie Wood

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Hannah Balow Bryan Graff Andrew Abba
Haley Denchy Matthew Tazar Elizabeth Archer
Emily Ginnavan Haley Avila
Sharina Kapoor Thaovy Van Anna Billings
Anezka Krobot Jenna Wood Joey Gleason
Grace MacDonald Rebecca Lebedun
Ethan McCloskey Connor Mullany
Jessica Mullany Slayton Speer

Keighan Speer
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Morning Program

by Margaret Fisher, Reading Assistant

Happy New Year! We
are looking forward to
more  celebrations  of
education and building
our sense of Halley
community through
Morning Program in
2009. It is so exciting to
watch our youngsters
gain self confidence and
learn about respect and responsibility as they lead the programs.
Our parents are so supportive of their children and the program,
and it is heart warming to watch the parents beam with pride
when their child leads the music, Pledge, poetry, or calendar
activities.

Kindergarten and first grade classes have been leading the
programs. We have learned ways to be thankful for what we
have and have seen some awesome inventions made by first
graders. Some of our kindergarten children were looking for the

little gingerbread boy that ran away and shared songs and poems
about him. We have also had several poems, songs, and writings
about snowmen as we wait for snow.

Ms. Fagan’s class bravely led the
program right after winter break and
helped us remember the school rules for
the hallway, cafeteria, and playground.
We were away from school for several
days, so it was very important to share
those reminders! We hope you will visit
in the near future. | recently have had
several people at conferences and other
meetings ask, “So you do this EVERY
day? And | answer, “absolutely!” | can’t imagine starting my
day without seeing these little ones at Morning Program. It
continues to be “a great way to start the day!”

(Continued on Page 5)

Classroom Awards — Self Discipline
by Margaret Fisher, Reading Assistant

Third Grade

Aijalon Kilpatrick Andy Munoz
Andrea Gamble Jack Dupray
Carlie Mertz Mikey Reinhardt
For Art: For Music: For PE:
Nicholas Bour Andy Munoz Andy Munoz
Tatiana Molina Maddy Cerami Kristel Thompson
Dillon Spalding Abbey Buchholz Lillian Low
Madison Crandall Annie Phan Marcos Saced

Cade Cavaricci
Jenna Dionne

Ann Santos
Kason Thomas

Miranda Weaver
Thomas Lane

Fifth Grade (Mueller)
David Ross
Neely O’Grady

Morgan Jones

For Art:
Paige Kollhoff
Sean Epstein

For PE:
Starra Osmanzada
Aiden McGregor

For Music:
Justice Garris
Sean Epstein

Fourth Grade

Greer Jones Hannah Ross

Darcy Dougherty Madeline Burcher

Brandon Poe Lillian Ervin
For Art: For Music: For PE:
Jan Christian Velasco Grace MacDonald Brian Glover
Keighan Speer Keighan Speer Morgan Kraidy
Colin Kirk Darius Johnson Taylor Stockman
Taylor Stockman Jessica Ross Colin Kirk

Laura Claros
Nate Stewart
Kaylee Yousefi
Kevin Gonzalez

Andrew Savino
Annie Yuan
Anezka Krobot
Isaac Barbosa

Emily Ginnavan
Ray Morales

Anezka Krobot
Kevin Gonzalez

Sixth Grade

Andrew Abba Mutrie Grimes

Camila Zubieta Chelsea Bartholomew

Suhnasya Young
For Art: Chelsea For PE:
Robert Weber Bartholomew Bennett Casciano
Sabrina Winkler Diego Licona Maddie Thompson
Dean Coffman Elizabeth Archer Chelsea
Kelsea Ross Kelsea Ross Bartholomew

Nicole Tien O’neil Nation

For Music: Sumbal Abid Dean Coffman

Matthew Rygiel
Vanessa Alvarado

Nicole Tien
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Morning Program
(Continued from Page 4)

Good Character Awards were presented to:

Richard Murray Caroline Casabianca  Johan Aquino
Michael Morton Ben Gray-Bonds Shane McMenamin
Emma Blom Sheyla Inofuente Julissa Zegarra
Olivia Murray E’manni Gillis Jadon Kilpatrick
Joycelyn Ackah Katherine Adames ~ Nicholas Amanatidis
Lina Ouchene Taryn Recco Michael Garza
Garrison Tran Ashley Perez Nehemiah McCall

Manaz Mehta Haris Khan Aiden Sumlin

Aiman Butt Maimona Maham Mason Gareis
Ahlexis Crump- Jena Van Marwa Kamran
Horton Zach Martin Santiago Casabianca

Elizabeth Garvin

Dominic Salguero

Hamerenoh Goshu
Bree Lee

Evan Haley
Lauren Ginnetti
Christian Nicholas
Mitchell Reggio
Caera Harrison
Gerria Brown

Aidan Patrick
McLoughlin

Bryan Amaya

And Now, a Word From Your Librarian . . .

by Kathy Brown, Librarian

Happy New Year! Now that winter vacation is over, it’s time to
buckle down and get through the winter, which is never my
favorite time of year -- unless it snows!

Thank you to all for your continued support of our Book Fair.
Whether you volunteered, purchased a book, or shared a book
with your child, your support is vital to the success of the Fair
and the library program. Funds from last year’s book fairs were
used to purchase three new computers for the library. | can tell
you it is now much easier for students and teachers to access our
on-line catalogue (OLC)! I'm looking forward to replacing the
other two “OLC” computers this year.

Recently, your child brought home a flyer from the
Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) titled,
“Virginia’s Focus on Literacy Achievement and the
Lexile Framework for Reading.” There are two
Lexile scores: The first is text Lexile, which is
assigned to a book. The second is the reader
Lexile, which is assigned to a person. Text Lexiles
are based on the frequency of words and the number of words in
a sentence. Word counts are put into a scientific formula to
determine the Lexile of a particular book. Lower Lexile scores
indicate an easier book.

Teachers use a variety of reading assessments to determine
students’ Lexile reader levels. Once a person’s Lexile has been
determined, the text Lexile can be used to match readers with
appropriate texts.

There is one thing that | would like for you to understand about
Lexile scores. The Lexile is only one measure of the
appropriateness of a book for a child. Other factors to consider,

which are not assessed by Lexile, include the child’s interest, the
child’s emotional maturity, and the content and subject matter of
the book.

For example, just because my Lexile shows that | can read a
physics textbook, that doesn’t mean that | want to read a physics
textbook. My daughter is an excellent reader, but there are books
that 1 would discourage her from reading because | don’t believe
that she is emotionally ready for them yet. On the other hand,
some things | read are below my Lexile. Sometimes I just want
to relax and have fun.

The flyer compares Lexile to a

thermometer: “The Lexile
Framework . . . is not an instructional
program any more than a

thermometer is a medical treatment.
But just as a thermometer is useful in
managing medical care, the Lexile
Framework is useful in managing
your child’s reading development.”
A thermometer measures fever, but just as no doctor would use
fever alone to diagnose an illness, Lexile is only one measure of
the appropriateness of a book. | would encourage you to know
what your kids are reading. They need to be challenged, but not
frustrated. They need books that are on “their level,” according
to the mechanics of reading (Lexile) AND the content of the
book. And sometimes, we all need a little Captain Underpants,
and to just have fun with a book.

Please don’t hesitate to give me a call at 703-551-5740, or email
kkbrown@fcps.edu if | can answer questions or help with book
selection.
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HalleyBrook

Tournament

The Halley PTA invites you to see Halley and Silverbrook teachers
face off in a fun-filled, community-building game of basketball.

How will Mrs. Funk do in the free-throw shoot-out?
Can Mrs. Chianetta win the tricycle race?
Come and see the joint Halley and Silverbrook Chorus perform.
Special dance performance by interested 6" graders.

Save the Date and Get in the Game

Saturday, March 21*

6:00 p.m. - South County Secondary School Gym
(More details to follow)
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William Halley PTA Scrip — Monthly Order Form

William Halley Elementary

Date:

Helping Hands Strengthen Hearts and Minds

Name:
Phone #:
Email:
For a complete list of over 400 participating retailers, go to www.glscrip.com
Monthly Orders must be submitted by the first Monday of every month:
February 2™, March 2", April 6", May 4™, and June 1%
Make checks payable to “WHES PTA.” NO CASH, PLEASE
Send your order form to school to the Attention of the Scrip Coordinator OR
Order online at ShopWithScrip.com™ and PrestoPay ™
You will be notified by email when your order is ready for pick-up
Questions: Please email MarciaRoss@cox.net or jjimgmac@yahoo.com
Restaurants Denomination Qty. Total Amt.  School Credit
Applebee's $25/$50 8%
Auntie Anne's $10 8%
Bonefish Grill/Carrabba's/Outback $25 5%
California Pizza Kitchen $10 4%
Cheesecake Factory $25 5%
Chipotle $10 10%
Domino's Pizza $14 25%
Dunkin Donuts $10 4%
Great Harvest Bread $10 8%
Macaroni Grill $25 11%
Olive Garden $25 9%
Panera Bread $10 9%
Papa John's Pizza $10 8%
Pizza Hut $10 8%
Starbucks $10/%$25 7%
TGI Friday's $25 10%
Uno Chicago Grill $25 12%
Gas Stations
Exxon/Mobil $50/$250 1.5%/2%
Shell $25/$50/$100 2.5%
Texaco $25 2%
WaWa $25/$100 1.5%
Groceries
Giant Foods $25/$100 4%
Safeway $25/$100 4%
Online,Mail Order,Specialty
Amazon.com $25/$100 4%
J.Crew $25 13%
L.I. Bean $25/$100 17%
Tands End $25/$100 19%

Subtotal Page 1

Page 7



Retailers Denomination Qty. Total Amt.  School Credit
American Eagle Outfitters $25 9%
Barnes & Noble/B. Dalton $10/$20/$25/$100 10%
Bath & Body Works $10/$25 18%
Bed Bath & Beyond $25 7%
Best Buy $25/$100/$250 2%
Blockbuster $10 7%
Borders/Walden Books $10/$25 9%
Build-A-Bear Workshop $25 8%
Claire's $10 9%
CVS Pharmacy $25/$100 6%
Dick's Sporting Goods $25 8%
Dress Barn $25 8%
Express $25 13%
Footlocker/Champs $25 9%
Game Stop $25 3%
Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic $25 11%
Gymboree $25 13%
Hallmark $25 4%
Home Depot $25/$100/$500 4%
Home Goods $25/%$100 7%
JC Penney $25/$100 6%
Kohl's Department Store $25/%$100 4%
Lady Foot Locker $25 9%
Lord & Taylor $25 8%
Lowe's Home Improvement $25/$100/$500/$1000 4%
Macy's $25/$100 12%
Michael's $25 4%
Pottery Barn/Williams Sonoma $25/$100 8%
REI Sporting Goods $25 8%
Regal Entertainment $9/$25 16%/8%
Sears $25/$100/$250 10%
Sports Authority $25 8%
Staples $25/$100 10%
T.] Maxx/Marshalls $25/%$100 7%
Talbots $25 11%
The Children's Place $25 12%
Toys-R-Us/Babies-R-Us $20 1.5%
Wal-Mart $25/$100/$250 2%

Add Additional Vendors of Choice

William Halley Elementary—Helping Hands Strengthen Hearts and Minds Pmﬁlg

Subtotal Page 2

Order Totals=>




Page 9

January marks a new beginning and a wonderful time for
reflection about the past year and a time for setting goals for
the New Year. We encourage you to help your child set even
higher personal goals for school success in the coming year.

Bullying Prevention

The “Virginia 2009 Stop Bullying
Now” grantee networking
conference is at the VCU Student
Commons in Richmond on March
12, 2009. The keynote topic will
be “Social and Emotional Bullying
also known as Relational
Aggression.”  We always gain
valuable information and look
forward to attending the
conference again this year.

Patrols

Students are recognized as OUTSTANDING when they
consistently do a great job and always go above and beyond
expectations.

Congratulations to the following outstanding
patrols for doing an excellent job keeping
our Halley students safe every day.

The Outstanding Patrols for November
were Sydney Albrecht, Brian Graff and
Anna Billings. The Outstanding Patrols
for December were Jamie Campo and
Cassie Hayman.

KUDOS are given to patrols when they
excel at a particular task or on a day when they are observed
being particularly helpful.

Counselors’ Corner
by Phoebe Boatright and Darlene Pulliam, Guidance Counselors

November KUDOS were presented during our December
meeting to: Slayton Speer, Dakota Boncore, Sedona Boncore,
Monica Forero, Kelsea Ross, Beny Vasquez, Perry Donkor,
Kelly Wampler, Rebecca Lebedun, Brandon Smith, Jack
Chapman, Cameron Lane, Morgan Jones, Tyler Buchholz,
Addison Miller, Thaovy Van, Shruti Nallappa, Raven
Johnson, and Emily Howard. December KUDOS were
presented during our January meeting to: Elizabeth Archer,
Haley Avila, Caroline Bard, Spencer Burba, Cassidy Knarr,
Sabrina Winkler, and Cytyra Martineau.

In addition to recognizing OUTSTANDING PATROLS and
presenting KUDOS, students who work together as a GROUP to
support student safety are recognized when they do an
exceptional job. Jack Chapman and Cameron Lane have been
doing an outstanding job as back walking patrols. They stand on
the street corner, rain or shine, and ensure that students cross the
street safety.

Congratulations to all the patrols that are faithful and diligent in
doing their duties in such a responsible manner. We appreciate
their efforts and dedication.

New Students

Welcome to the following new students. We are glad your
family is now a part of the Halley community.

Yosif Ehrari Nadja Young
Suhnasya Young Heran Yohannes
Afia Karikari Bamfo Ahmon Riggs

Antoine Riggs
Valeria Otoya Ugaz
Karla Iturri
Catherine Day

Avondre Riggs
Chelsea Bendelow
Kiara lturri
Melissa Delcid

News from the Art Room
by Bronia Ichel, Art Teacher

Congratulations to the following
students whose art work has been
featured in the recent Connection
Newspaper, Children's Issue, on Dec
30, 2008. Mrs. Ichel submitted many
artworks from Halley, but because of
lack of space, only a sampling from
each school was included.

Please congratulate the following artists on being selected:

Reagan Osborne - Mrs. Anderson’s class
Emma Colangelo - Miss Rohrs’ class
Emma Chong- Miss Hall's class

Emily Sullivan- Miss Riggle's class
DeQuan Postell - Mrs. Buchko's class
Morgan Bryant - Mrs. Tangora's class

$ IMPORTANT LUNCH MONEY REMINDER $

Parents, if you send in a check for lunch money, please put your child’s first and last name and PIN or account number

on the check to receive proper credit.
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PTADIRECTORY 2008-2009

WILLIAM HALLEY ELEMENTARY

PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD:

President
1st Vice President
2" Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Rick Furiga
Pamela Kipps
Marcia Ross
Tena Crandall
Stacey Burba

COMMITTEES/CHAIRPERSONS:

Book Fair

Box Tops for Education
Buildings & Grounds

Buzz About

Campbell’s Soup Labels
Cultural Arts

Directory Editor
Giant/Safeway/Food Lion
Grants

Historian

Hospitality (co-chair)
Hospitality (co-chair)
Legislation/Education (co-chair)
Legislation/Education (co-chair)
Membership

Monthly Calendar

Newsletter Editor

Odyssey of the Mind
Reflections

Room Parent Coordinator
School Supplies

Special Education

Spirit Wear

Sunshine

Teacher Appreciation (co-chair)
Teacher Appreciation (co-chair)
Volunteer Coordinator

Liz Mullany

Nancy Epstein
Cindy Haley

Ellen Ardrey
Mairim Bartholomew
Julie Burcher
Jennifer MacDonald
Denise Krein

Katie Buchholz
Hollie Smith-Gareis
Jen Kirk

Anna Quigley

Liz Espin Stern
Michael Stern
Lourdes McLoughlin
Stacey Burba

Kim McGoff
Nannette Henderson
Margo Osborne
Nannette Henderson
Karen Stephens
Tami Gibbons

Shari Devoe
Jennifer MacDonald
Jen Kirk

Anna Quigley
Nannette Henderson

690-0064
690-8432
690-0927
690-4109
690-1960

495- 9088
643-1934

furiga2 @cox.net
pkipps@verizon.net
marciaross@cox.net
the6crandalls@msn.com
burbafamily@cox.net

guinman@cox.net
nepstein@tpiltd.com

928-2047 CDHaley@silverbrook.vacoxmail.com

690-7217
690-4990
690-0605
646-4219
690-6230
690-4729
495-0703
493-9529
690-6023
690-6864
690-6864
495-0906
690-1960
690-6249
643-9085
493-8170
643-9085
690-9474
495-8088
455-4487
646-4219
493-9529
690-6023
643-9085

e.ardrey@verizon.net
CBTroll@aol.com
jburcher@verizon.net
jilmgmac@yahoo.com
5dkreins@verizon.net
kbhobbes@cox.net
Hollie.SmithGareis@fcps.edu
jen.kirk@verizon.net

BrianandAnnaQuigley@verizon.net

elizabeth.e.stern@bakernet.com
stern8529@cox.net
loumac32@cox.net
burbafamily@cox.net
kim_mcgoff@sra.com
n.henderson6@verizon.net
jmombo@cox.net
n.henderson6@verizon.net
kstephens33@aol.com
tjgibbons@verizon.net
ssmcanes@aol.com
jjimgmac@yahoo.com
jen.kirk@verizon.net

BrianandAnnaQuigley@verizon.net

halleyvolunteer@hotmail.com

Halley Magnets are still for sale— $5 dollars each. If you would like a magnet,

please contact Shari Devoe at Ssmcanes@aol.com. THANK YOU!




