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     Principal, Ernest Leighty            Assistant Principal, Barbara DeHart 
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OCTOBER 

10/29          1st Gr Field Trip to Riverbend 

        * Mrs. Klotz & Mrs. Smock  

10/30          1st Gr Field Trip to Riverbend 

* Mrs. Kelley & Mrs. Kuster  

10/30          PTA Costume Dance 

10/31        SCA Spirit Day – “Hat Day” 

10/31        End of 1
st
 Grading Period  

 

NOVEMBER 

11/03        Student Holiday 

11/04      Student Holiday 

11/06         1st Gr Field Trip to Green Springs 

11/06        6th Gr Field Trip to Madeira 

11/11      Report Cards Go Home 

11/11-13  PTA Book Fair at Barnes and Noble 

11/12       Picture Re-take Day 

11/12        2nd Gr Field Trip Sully Plantation 

11/13        2nd Gr Field Trip Sully Plantation 

11/18        PTA Meeting: 7 p.m. (Cafeteria)  

11/19        6
th

 Gr Field Trip Am. Art Museum 

11/20        K Field Trip to Frying Pan Park 

11/21        6
th

 Gr Field Trip Am. Art Museum 

11/26      Early Dismissal – 1:05 p.m. 

11/27-28   Thanksgiving Holiday 

FEDERAL IMPACT FORM 
Federal Impact Forms will be available for parents 

to sign during teacher conferences on November 

3rd and 4th. 
 

We must have a signed form for each child in our school, 

therefore, if you are not participating in a teacher 

conference either of the above dates, the Impact Form will 

be sent home in your child’s Tuesday Folder (sent home on 

Wednesday, November 5th). 
 

 It is important that every parent complete, sign and return 

the Impact Form to school the next day, Thursday, 

November 6th. 

 

BE PREPARED FOR 1:05 P.M . 

EARLY DISMISSAL ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
 

Please be sure your child is aware of any special arrangements you have made for early dismissal.  Does 

he/she have a key to get inside if you are not home?  Should he/she go to a neighbors home if you are 

running late?  Plan Ahead!  Children should know where to go if a parent will not be home. 

Use the Change of Transportation Form to notify the teacher of any change in your child’s normal 

routine of going home.  Please follow the guidelines sent home with the Change of Transportation Forms.  

Students are limited to one visiting friend on the school bus.   
 

From the GFES office:  Do not request that we notify 

your child of a last minute pick up, unless there is an 

emergency. At the end of the day, faculty, staff 

members and school patrols are involved in 

preparation for the day’s closing activities.  Please 

keep in mind we have over 580 students to dismiss 

at the end of the school day. If there is an emergency 

change of transportation, we ask that you notify the 

office no later than 2:15 p.m. 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

An IMPORTANT Word About Halloween Costumes 

Please note that the only grade-level that will be “dressing up” or 

wearing costumes this year is kindergarten.  First – Sixth grade 

students should not bring their costumes to school on October 30 or 

31.  They will have an opportunity to wear costumes at the PTA-

sponsored dance on the 30
th
 if they choose to attend the event.  Students 

attending the dance will come dressed in costumes when they return to 

the school.  SACC students may bring their costumes to change into if 

they are staying at school until the start of the dance. 

The SCA has declared that Friday, October 31
st
 will be a school-spirit 

“Hat Day.” 

 

http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/GreatFallsES


ATTENTION KINDERGARTEN PARENTS:      
      Parents of kindergarten students do not receive a first quarter Progress Report for their child.  Conferences 

replace the reports for the first quarter.  Progress Reports will be sent home for the 

remaining three quarters. 
 

      Kindergarten students will follow a Monday early closing schedule on Wednesday, 

November 26.  P.M. Kindergarten students will be dismissed at 1:05, not 12:45 on 

this day.  Please be prepared to meet the school bus, or to pick up your child accordingly. 
 

      If you elect to pick up your child rather than have him/her ride the school bus home, please be sure to arrive 

before dismissal, sign your child out in the main office, and then meet him/her in the front lobby. 
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Notes from the Clinic 
 

                   Mrs. Santana would like to thank all the volunteers for assisting her with vision and hearing screening day. 

      She is especially grateful to Mrs. Lisa Prickett for the time spent organizing this event. 
 

Cough Drops and Throat Lozenges 

Cough drops and throat lozenges may be carried and used by students in kindergarten through grade 12 as needed 

throughout the school year, provided that they are in the original container or packaging.  Students must not share cough 

drops or throat lozenges under any circumstances.  
 

The clinic needs donations of new or gently used sweatpants/elastic waist pants, especially smaller sizes. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES 

If your child will be staying after school for an activity, please 
remind your child the morning of the scheduled activity.  Please do 
not call the office requesting we remind your child to stay.   We 
cannot call into childrenõs classrooms, disturbing instructional time, to 
remind children stay for an after school program.  We highly 
recommend you have a back up plan in case you are not home, and 
your child rides the bus home.  Does he/she have a key to get inside?  
Should he/she go to a neighborõs house?   
 Please be prepared and discuss this with your child. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

 Students are limited to 1 friend on the bus, and are limited to 2 transportation changes per month to avoid 

overcrowding. Students who participate in Band or Strings may bring their musical instrument on the school bus as 

long as they can hold the instrument on their lap.  Instruments cannot be put in the walkway or on the floor as this 

poses a safety hazard. 

 Bus 11 is filled to capacity and cannot accommodate visiting students. 

 Students may not switch buses to be transported to private lessons/activities unless they will ride this same bus 5 

days a week. No exceptions.  This stop must already be an established bus stop.  Parent/Guardian must fill out an 

“Exception to Ride” form and have it approved by the Transportation Office before the student can begin riding this 

bus.  The student’s regular bus stop will then be discontinued. 

 Finally, if you live within the boundaries of Great Falls Elementary School, your child is assigned to a school bus.  

Please have your child ride this bus to and from school rather than drive him/her to school. The Kiss and Ride at 

Great Falls ES is creating a hazardous back-up on Walker Road, with cars often blocking the driveway access for 

school buses.  
 

 

 
 

As the weather gets cooler, 
please remember to dress your 
child appropriately.  All classes 
go outdoors for recess regardless 
of the weather.  Dress in layers 
and bring a jacket or coat. 

2008-2009 Great Falls Parent/Student Handbook Now Available 

The updated Parent/Student Handbook is now available on the Great Falls website: www.fcps.edu/GreatFallsES. It includes 

important information regarding school hours, emergency closings, policies, regulations and more.  If you would like a printed 

copy of the handbook complete the information below and return to your child’s teacher. 
 

Student’s Name: __________________________________________   Teacher: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Proper footwear is also important. Please do 
not send your child to school wearing sandals 
or flip flops. 

http://www.fcps.edu/GreatFallsES


 

Earn Money for Our School by Shopping at Your Favorite Stores 

Target Take Charge of Education: Up to 1% of every purchase made with a Target REDcard is 
donated to the school.  Designate Great Falls as your school by going to: www.Target.com/tcoe, 
or call 1-800-316-6142.   

Office Depot: When purchasing school or office supplies at Office Depot give them our ID # at the 
register (70103839).  We will earn 5% of the purchase. 

Inkjet Recycling:  Send in your empty inkjet cartridges for recycling.  Great Falls earns up to $2 
per cartridge.  A great way to help the environment and earn money for our school!  

 

2008-2009 SCA OFFICERS 
 

We would like to congratulate all the 

candidates who ran for office.  Election results 

were announced on Friday, October 24
th

. 

 

President – J.B 

Vice President – Dylan 

Secretary – Carly 

Historian – Jordan 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our GFES School Counseling Department  

The mission of the Great Falls School Counseling Program is to encourage and foster students’ academic, 

personal/social, and career growth during each stage of development. The school counseling program is child-centered, 

preventative, and developmental. It is part of the total school program and supports the incorporation of best practices 

into all dimensions of instruction so that students may be lifelong learners and strong ethical citizens who positively 

impact their school and community. 

What are School Counselors? School counselors are people who work with students, parents, and teachers. They help 

students learn about solving conflicts, making friends, understanding feelings, and practicing good study skills.  Ms. 

Anderson works with children in K, 1
st
, 2

nd
 (Kuster and Temple), 5

th
, and 6

th
 grades.  Ms. Duvall works with students in 

2
nd

 (Ramirez and Wong) 3
rd

 and 4
th
 grades. 

What do School Counselors Do?  

 Talk with individual students  

 Meet with students in small groups  

 Teach classroom guidance lessons  

 Meet with parents and other school staff members about the continuing growth and education of their children  

 

Update on FCPS Budget Deficit  
 

In response to the projected $400 million 2010 fiscal year deficit, FCPS will host community dialogue 

sessions to gather comments from the public, and will use that input as a key factor to help gui de the 

development of criteria for making budget decisions.  Each community dialogue will consist of presentations 

by county and school budget staff followed by facilitated small group discussions.  Participants are asked to 

register in advance at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy10communitydialogue.htm . Below is a list of 

the remaining  community dialogue  meetings scheduled for the fall:  

Wednesday, Oct. 29 th  ï 7:00  ï 9:30  p. m., Mclean Community Center  

Thursday, Nov. 13 th  ï 9:30 a.m.  -  Noon , Oakton Library, Woodrow Wilson Library, John Marshall Library, 

Burke Center Library  

 

http://www.target.com/tcoe
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy10communitydialogue.htm

