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What is TJ?

A 4-year comprehensive high school for 
άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ    
achievement, aptitude, commitment, 
intellectual curiosity, and creativity in 
ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΣ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦέ

(FCPS School Board Policy 3355.3)   
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ¢WΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎΚ
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Where is TJ?
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Å6560 Braddock Rd
Alexandria, VA 22312 



What makes TJ different?

Å¢W ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ 
Science and Technology for Northern Virginia

ÅStudents are selected through a competitive 
selection process

ÅAll students must earn the TJ Diploma
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TJ Diploma Requirements
26 credits total

Å4 science 
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Geosystems)

Å4 math 
(through AP Calculus)

Å3 technology 
(incl. Computer Science)

Å 1 Design & Tech

Å1 Personal Finance

Å4 English

Å4 social studies

Å3 World languages
(in one language)

Å2 Health & Physical 
Education
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What makes TJ different?
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ÅAll courses taught on 
honors/gifted, AP, or 
post-AP level

ÅIntegrated courses 
for integration of 
related ideas & 
flexible class time



Freshman Year

IBET
Integrated 

Biology,  

English & 

Technology
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An introduction to TJôs Core Values: 

Critical Inquiry & Research, Problem Solving, 
Intellectual Curiosity, and Social Responsibility!



IBET teams get ready for robotics competition



Sophomore & Junior Year

HUM (Integrated Humanities)
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Å10th grade: 
English & World History 
& Geography 2

Å11th grade: 
English & U.S. History 



Senior Year

ÅAstronomy

ÅBiotechnology

ÅCommunication Systems

ÅComputer Systems

ÅEnergy Systems

ÅModern Physics 

ÅOceanography

ÅAutomation & Robotics

ÅChemical Analysis

ÅComputer Assisted Design 

ÅMicroelectronics

ÅNeuroscience 

ÅPrototyping
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Mentorship Program

Research Laboratories



Students test out their research submarine



Neurology experiments



Biology with an octopus missing a tentacle!!



Seniors explaining their prototypes to President Obama



Additional Science Courses

ÅDNA Science

ÅNeurobiology

ÅQuantum Mechanics

ÅMarine Biology

ÅBionanotechnology

ÅAstronomy

ÅOrganic Chemistry 

ÅComputational Physics
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Is it just science and tech?

ÅElectives offered in all subject areas

ÅCurricular art, band, orchestra, choir, drama, 

journalism, photography, yearbook, etc. 

ÅForeign languages include: Chinese, French, 

German, Japanese, Latin, Russian, and Spanish
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The TJ Day

ÅSchool Hours

ï8:30 A.M. until 3:50 P.M.

Å8 Periods (not 7)

ÅBlock Scheduling

ÅCommon Lunch

ÅP.M. Break

ÅNo Bells!
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Eight Periods?!

ÅPeriod 8 is an activity period

ïStudent Services activities, study hall, tutoring, lab 
work, school publications, etc.

ïClubs & other activities

ÅOver 150 activities offered 

Page 20



Life at TJHSST

ÅHomecoming, Pep Rallies & Sock Hops

ÅPublications: TjToday, Techniques, Teknos, 
Reflections, etc.

ÅMusic: Chorus, Orchestra & Band

ÅTheatre: One Acts, Shakespeare Troupe, etc.

ÅSports: 25 Varsity Sports (incl. crew)
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What is TJ looking for?

ÅAptitude for successful study of 

ïscience, math, computer science

ïtechnology
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ÅPrior academic 

Achievement



ÅGenuine Interest/ Curiosity/ Creativity in 
study of Math, Science, and Technology

ÅάBackground, skillsor experiencesthat 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ 
providing diversity in the student body to 
enhance a unique learning experience 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦέ
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3300 + Apply

1562 
Semifinalists

480 
Admitted

Applicant Pool (Class of 2015)
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The Admissions 
Process
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ÅPart I:  Applying to TJ
ïThe Application

ïThe Admissions Test

ÅPart II:  The Selection Process
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September October December January February March April

ÅApplications available

ÅOpen House (early Oct.)

ÅApplications due (late Oct.)

ÅAdmissions test

ÅSemifinalists notified

ÅSemifinalist materials due

ÅEssays reviewed

ÅSelection review

ÅFinal notification

TJ Admissions Timeline
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Eligibility Requirements

Å8th grade to apply to 9th

ÅResidency in a participating school 
division

ÅAlgebra 1 or higher in                    in 8th in 
in 8th grade    



Part I:  The Application

ÅOne-page application seeks general information 

ÅYou choose your Test Site for December

ÅYou pay a Processing Fee ($90) Reduced fee and 
waivers available on request

ÅIf you attend a private school, you must verify 
residency
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άbŜǾŜǊ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƛƭ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ

-Thomas Jefferson
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The Admissions 
Test
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December

Test Day is 

December 3, 2011

Å15 sites (most at middle schools in Fairfax County)

ÅTesting accommodations and alternate date testing 
available upon written request
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The TJ Test

Two-hour math and verbal reasoning test

ï45 Verbal questions 

ÅScrambled paragraphs 

ÅLogical reasoning 

ÅReading comprehension

ï50 Math questions

ÅWord problems and computations
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Essays

On test day, applicants also write two one-page 
long essays in response to specific essay 

prompts.

ÅEssay 1 focuses on real-world problem solving with 
an ethical component

ÅEssay 2 requires self-reflection and self-assessment
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Part II
The Selection 

Process
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Semifinalist Pool Determination

ÅBased on a sliding scale of grade point average and 
test scores

ÅGPA: 7th grade final marks and 1st quarter 8th grade 

marks (core subjects)

January
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February

All Semifinalists then must:

ïGet Teacher Recommendations

ïPrepare Student Information Sheet

!ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ¢W 
liaison counselor later in February.
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March

Final decisions are based on the following:

ïStudent Information Sheet 

ïTeacher Recommendations

ïMath and Science G.P.A.

ïMath Admissions Test Scores 

ïEssay Scores
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April

Notifications mailed out early April.

480students will be admitted.
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Getting 

Ready
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How can you be a strong 
candidate?

ÅWork hard and get the best grades possible in all 
core courses: Math, Science, English, Social Studies 
(7th grade and 8th grade)

ÅBe an enthusiastic learner! 

ÅKnow the admissions process
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How can you be a strong 
candidate?

ÅPursue interests in science, technology, engineering, 
andmath

ÅWork on writing and communication skills
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How do I pursue my interest?

ÅGet involved in something you are interested in 
related to STEMoutside of the school day

ÅGet involved in clubs and competitions

ÅVisit museums and STEMrelated events 

ÅFind out more about STEMtopics on your own
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What can you do to prepare for 
test day?

ÅRead! Read!! Read!!!

ÅPractice essay writing skills

ÅPractice your math, including basicmath

ÅStart today!
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Where can I find a copy of the 
Admissions Test?
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ÅFind at www.TJAdmissions.org

under ñDocumentsò

TJHSST Admissions 


