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Author Title Summary 
Abrahams, P. Behind the Curtain: an Echo 

Falls Mystery 

Why is Ingrid’s football-mad older brother suddenly so much stronger, and why 

has her father been so tense lately? The plot unfolds slowly it is very convincing as 

the action builds. She discovers anabolic steroids are behind her brother's improved 

performance and aggressiveness (also behind some of the behavior of people in her 

town), just as she is about to do something about it, she is kidnap- ped. She 

escapes, police don't believe her, she has to set up a sting to prove it.  

Allison, J. Gilda Joyce  

Psychic Investigator 

mysteries 

During the summer before ninth grade, intrepid Gilda Joyce invites herself to the 

San Francisco mansion of distant cousin Lester Splinter and his thirteen-year-old 

daughter, where she uses her purported psychic abilities and detective skills to 

solve the mystery of the mansion's boarded-up tower. 

Attema, M. A Light in the Dunes A witch, a ghost and a body on the beach -- ingredients for a great adventure story. 

Avi The Man Who was Poe In 1848, Edgar Allan Poe reluctantly investigates the problems of eleven-year-old 

Edmund, whose family has mysteriously disappeared and whose story suggests a 

new Poe tale with a ghastly final twist. 

Avi Wolf Rider After receiving an apparent crank call from a man claiming to have committed a 

murder, 15 year-old Andy finds his close relationship with his father crumbling as 

he struggles to make everyone believe him. 

Babson, M. Whiskers and Smoke After the death of her husband, British housewife Rosemary Blake crosses the 

Atlantic to her sister's summer home in New Hampshire. From the moment she 

arrives, Rosemary senses something amiss. Her sister Celia is skittish and 

secretive; their cat Errol is up to no good… 

Balliett, B. Chasing Vermeer 

Wright 3 

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious 

Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their 

talents to solve an international art scandal. 

Beil Red Blazer Girls Catholic-schooled seventh-graders Sophie, Margaret, Rebecca, and Leigh Ann help 

an elderly neighbor solve a puzzle her father left for her estranged daughter twenty 

years ago. 

Bellairs, J. The Best of John Bellairs 

Collection 

When  13 year-old Johnny Dixon and his friend Professor Childermass try to save 

the life of the elderly Dr. Coote, they find themselves facing the forces of a 

manacing voodoo cult. 

Benoit, M. Who Killed Olive Souffle? Stranded in a snowstorm, detective Angel Cardoni takes shelter in a closed country 

inn and restaurant, where she is challenged by the murder of the French chef, Olive 

Souffle. 

Braun, L. J. The Cat Who Knew 

Shakespeare 

An accident has claimed the life of the local paper's eccentric publisher, but to 

Qwilleran and his feline friends it smells like murder. They soon sniff out a 

shocking secret, but Koko's snooping may prove CATastrophic. The newest 

addition to the spectacular "Cat" mysteries series. 

Chandler, E. Legacy of Lies Megan thought she knew who she was until she came to Grandmother's house. 

Then she began having dreams again, of a life she never lived, a love she never 

knew-- and a secret that threatened to drive her 

to her grave. 

Carman Skelton Creek Housebound following an eerie accident, teenaged Ryan continues to investigate 

the strange occurrence in his hometown of Skeleton Creek, recording his findings 

in a journal and viewing email video clips sent by fellow detective Sarah. The 

reader may view Sarah's videos on a website by using links and passwords found in 

the text. 

Christie, A And Then There Were None 

& others by A.Christie 

Ten strangers are gathered together on an isolated island by a mysterious host. 

They share the darkest secrets of their pasts, and then, one by one, they are 

murdered. 

Christie, A. Murder on the Orient Detective Hercule Poirot refuses a stranger's request to help and then within six 



Express hours is asked to find the stranger's killer. 

Clark, M. H. You Belong to Me A killer targets lonely women on cruise ships. When Dr. Susan Chandler decides to 

use her talk show to explore the women who disappear and are found to be victims 

of killers, she has no idea that she is exposing herself to the very terror that she 

hopes to warn others against. Not only does the killer stalk lonely women but 

seems intent on eliminating anyone who can further Susan's investigation.  

Clark, M. H. Moonlight Becomes You Maggie Holloway, has put personal tragedy behind her and is one of the fashion 

world's most successful photographers.  Her stepmother, now widowed, invites her 

to visit. But when Maggie arrives, she finds her dead. Uncovering the secrets 

hidden on the gravesites, Maggie soon realizes that her  death may not have been a 

random killing but part of a diabolical plot conceived by a twisted and unfeeling 

mind. 

Clements, A.  Room One Red Prairie Learning Center has 10 students and is facing closing unless more 

families move to town. Ted sees a girl's face at the window of a abandoned 

farmhouse and decides to investigate. He meets April, who tells him that ever since 

her dad died in Iraq, someone has been stalking their family. She and her mother 

and younger brother were heading for a relative's place when their car broke down. 

They are stranded. Ted agrees to bring them food and supplies. 

Colfer, E. Half Moon Investigations Fletcher Moon (known as "Half Moon") is a certified graduate of an online 

detective academy. When his classmate April hires him to find out who stole a lock 

of a pop star's hair that she bought on EBay, Fletcher finds himself framed for 

arson and on the run from the police. 

Cooney, C. The Terrorist Sixteen-year-old Laura, an American living in London, tries to find the person 

responsible for the death of her younger brother Billy, who has been killed by a 

terrorist bomb. 

Cormier, R. In the Middle of the Night Denny lives in the shadow of a deadly accident with which his father was 

connected when he was Denny's age,a disaster for which some of the survivors still 

blame his father. 

Cusick, R. T. Overdue Kathleen is working late in the library when someone returns five grisly books 

about death, all overdue. Then close friends begin having tragic accidents. 

Kathleen is sure of one thing--the killer will strike again. Is her death overdue?  

Delaney, M. The Kingfisher’s Tale The discovery of dead birds in a national forest leads the four teenaged members of 

Misfits, Inc. to investigate a mystery involving illegal logging, militant 

environmental groups, congressional campaign contributions, and revenge. 

Delaney, M. The Vanishing Chip Four teenage sleuths (Misfits) have a knack for uncovering and solving unsolvable 

crimes. In their first case, they clear Mattie's grandfather, who is falsely accused of 

stealing a million-dollar computer chip from a museum.. 

Dixon, F.W. The Short-wave Mystery  &  

Other Hardy Boys  

When thieves hijack a collection of stuffed animals from a country auction, Frank 

and Joe Hardy pursue the getaway car and are drawn into a thrilling mystery. The 

recently acquired interest of their best pal, chubby Chet Morton, in taxidermy as a 

hobby adds fresh twists to the puzzle. 

Donnolly, J. Northern Light In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer 

against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she 

discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Based on a true story. 

Doyle, A. C. The Adventure of the 

Dancing Men & other 

Sherlock Holmes stories  

First ever detective stories with Sherlock Holmes. Includes the Musgrave ritual -- 

The adventure of the dancing men -- The adventure of the Bruce-Partington plans - 

and The adventure of the dying detective. 

Doyle, A.C. The Hound of the 

Baskervilles 

The master of Baskerville hall is mysteriously murdered by the hounds that roam 

the desolate moors surrounding the estate.  Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson come 

to the rescue and solve the mystery. 

Doyle, B. Nabbed! the journal 1925 of G. 

Codd Fitzmorgan 

In 1925, fourteen-year-old amateur detective G. Codd Fitzmorgan finds himself at 

a lavish party in a storm-battered island mansion, embroiled in a mystery involving 

a seance, a missing aviator, and the sale of liquor banned under Prohibition. 

DuMaurier, D. Rebecca A timid young girl marries a wealthy widower who is later accused of his first 

wife’s murder. 

Duncan, L Don’t Look Behind You 

& others by Duncan 

Seventeen-year-old April finds her comfortable life changed forever when death 

threats to her father, a witness in a federal case, force her family to go into hiding 

under assumed names and flee the pursuit of a hired killer. 

Duncan, L Killing Mr. Griffin A teenager casually suggests playing a cruel trick on a teacher, but did he intend it 

to end with murder? 

Ehrenhaft Dirty Laundry Carli, a teen actress who has gone undercover at a New England boarding school in 

order to research a role, hooks up with a student graffiti artist to investigate the 

disappearance of another of the school's pupils. 

Feinstein, J. Last Shot (Basketball) 

Vanishing Act (Tennis) 

Change Up (Baseball) 

After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan are 

sent to cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player 

is being blackmailed into throwing the final game. Court action and page-turning 

mystery. 



Fforde, J. Fourth Bear (Sp. Coll.) The Gingerbreadman - psychopath, sadist, genius, convicted murderer and cookie - 

is loose in the streets of Reading. Jack Sprat and Mary Mary have been demoted to 

Missing Persons. Missing Persons looks like a boring assignment until a enco- 

nter leads the pair on a hunt for Goldilocks Hatchett, reporter for The Daily Mole. 

The last witnesses to see her were the 3 bears. Could the bears' porridge be at dis 

parate temperatures when it was poured at the same time? Was there a 4th bear? 

George, J. C. The Case of the Missing 

Cutthroats 

Nature's delicate balance is carefully woven into a thoroughly engrossing mystery-

adventure. Spinner would rather be at home in New York City 

then at the family cabin in Jackson Hole, WY.  In an effort to please her father, she 

catches a big fish but discovers that it shouldn’t be in the river.  To determine how 

the rare fish got there she gets drawn into a mystery.  

George, J.C. Who Really Killed Cock 

Robin? 

Using environmental clues 14 year old Tony discovers why the birds are dying in 

his hometown. 

Glenn, M. Who Killed Mr. 

Chippendale? 

Free verse poems describe the reactions of students, colleagues, and others when a 

high school teacher is shot to death as the school day begins. 

Gerber Death by Denim Sixteen-year-old Aphra and her mother, a CIA agent, are hiding in France under 

new identities, but they must go on the run again when their location is discovered 

by a dangerous criminal. 

Haddix, M. P. Running Out of Time When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, 13-year-old Jessie discovers it is 

actually a 1996 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's 

up to Jessie to escape the village and save 

the lives of the dying children. 

Hammett, D. The Maltese Falcon Sam Spade, the detective in search of the man who killed his partner. 

Hayes, D. The Trouble with Lemons Two 8th grade misfits discover a body in a quarry and uncover a mystery. 

Holmes, B.W. Following Fake Man During his summer in Maine,12-old Homer, together with his new friend Roger, is 

determined to find the truth about himself, his long-dead father, and a mysteriously 

costumed man. 

Hoobler, D. The Sword that Cut the 

Burning Grass 

In this adventure/mystery in eighteenth-century Japan, fourteen-year-old samurai 

apprentice Seikei, with the help of a servant girl and an imperious old man, sets out 

to rescue the young Emperor Yasuhito from his kidnappers. 

Hoobler, D. The Ghost in the Tokaido 

Inn 

While attempting to solve the mystery of a stolen jewel, Seikei, a merchant's son 

who longs to be a samurai, joins a group of kabuki actors in eighteenth-century 

Japan 

Howe, James Eat your poison, dear Young sleuth Sebastian and three friends probe the mystery of a poisoning in their 

school cafeteria 

Jaffe, M. Bad Kitty While vacationing with her family in Las Vegas, seventeen-year-old Jasmine 

stumbles upon a murder mystery that she attempts to solve with the help of her 

friends, recently arrived from California. 

Karbo, K. Minerva Clark gets a clue A thirteen-year-old girl in Portland, Oregon, loses all self-doubt when she is 

zapped by lightning and uses her newfound courage to solve a murder mystery. 

Keene, Carolyn The Hidden Staircase 

& other Nancy Drew stories 

Teenage detective Nancy Drew uses her courage and powers of deduction to solve 

the mysterious happenings in an old stone mansion. 

Kehm Suzie Clue: the prom queen 

curse 

Suzi Clue, a mystery-obsessed freshman with her own sense of style, investigates 

"the curse of the prom queen" at Seattle's Mountain High School. 

Kerr, M.E. The Books of Fell A young man from the wrong side of the tracks, John Fell investigates spies, drug 

dealers, murders, and a decades-old disappearance case, all of which are connected 

to his exclusive prep school's mysterious club, Sevens. 

Kimball, K.M. The Star-Spangled Secret In 1814, as the War of 1812 threatens her Maryland home, thirteen-year-old 

Caroline sets out to discover the truth about the disappearance of her older brother. 

King, L. The Bee Keeper’s  

Apprentice 

Re-creating Sherlock Holmes with Mary Russell. Holmes is invited by his friend to 

look into an unexplained death on the moor but also the sightings of a phantom 

coach - possibly inhabited by a phantom noblewoman & phantom dogs. Holmes, 

enlists Mary from her studies at Oxford, and finds himself taking a second seat to 

her endeavors. True to their expectations the rumors have a real-world explanation, 

one surprising, and frightening. 

Lawson, C. Gladiators from Capua Suspecting their friend Jonathan is alive, Flavia, Nubia, and Lupus go to Rome for 

the Colosseum Games, facing wild beasts, criminals, conspirators, and gladiators, 

and where Nubia is called upon to make a terrible choice. 

L’Engle, M. Troubling a Star As she tries to stay alive after being left on an iceberg in the Antarctic, sixteen-

year-old Vicky recalls the series of events that brought her to the bottom of the 

world and involved her in a dangerous mystery 

Littke, L. Lake of Secrets Having arrived in her mother's home town to try to find her long-missing brother, 

who disappeared three years before she was born, fifteen-year-old Carlene finds 

herself haunted by memories from a past life. 

Madison, B. Lulu Dark Mysteries When a mysterious person called the Fox begins to threaten young starlets, Lulu 

Dark investigates, even though she suspects that her own mother--an aging actress-



 -might be behind it all. 

Marks, G. Zoo After seventeen-year-old Cam Stewart escapes from the kidnappers who took him 

from right in front of his San Diego home, he continues a dangerous adventure that 

includes finding a mysterious chip in his arm which leads him to question his 

identity. 

Mowell, J. Operations Red Jericho The posthumous papers of Rebecca MacKenzie document her adventures, along 

with her brother Doug, in 1920s China as the teenaged siblings are sent to live 

aboard their uncle's ship where they become involved in the dangerous activities of 

a mysterious secret society called the Honourable Guild of Specialists. 

Murphy, S. R. The Cat on the Edge This is the first in a series of cat fantasy/mysteries featuring Joe Gray, a tomcat  

who discovers he has the ability to not only understand human speech, but to speak 

himself. 

Murphy, S.R. Cat Under Fire A mysterious accident similar to the one that enabled a big cat, Joe Grey, to speak 

and read has transformed his friend Dulcie too. The trouble is, the cute tabby 

female not only hears human words, she believes them. She's convinced the man 

who was jailed for murdering a famous artist is innocent Joe would prefer lazing 

around doing kitty things, but must admit that he is curious, everyone knows what 

that can lead to! 

Nixon, J. L. Murdered, My Sweet & other 

Nixon mysteries 

Jenny and her mother hunt a killer while fearing for their own safety, after the 

reading of their millionaire cousin's will leads to the murder of another cousin. 

Nixon, J. L. Don’t Scream When two new guys come to her school, Jess thinks things are really looking up, 

but she doesn't know their real identities or if she can trust them. 

Nixon, J.L. Playing for Keeps On a Caribbean cruise, sixteen-year-old Rosie meets a teenage Cuban baseball 

player seeking political asylum in the United States and tries to help him escape a 

charge of murder 

Nixon, J.L. Nobody’s There Following an act of vandalism against her father's girlfriend, a seventeen-year-old 

girl is paired by the court with an eccentric senior citizen whose hobby as a sleuth 

turns deadly. 

Nixon, J.L. Spirit Seeker To prove that her friend did not kill his parents, Holly enlists the help of a 

clairvoyant 

Page, K. Christie & Company Three new eighth-grade girls at Cabot School find that their shared interest in 

mysteries comes in handy when the roommates are blamed for a series of thefts at 

the school. 

Patneaude, D Someone was Watching When his baby sister disappears from the river near their summer home, eighth 

grader Chris fights the assumption that she has drowned and uncovers evidence 

that something entirely different has happened to her. 

Paulsen, G. The Treasure of El Patron For adventure-oriented readers, Tag and his friend Cowboy, spend their free time 

searching for treasure from sunken ships off the coast of Bermuda. They find 

themselves involved in drug dealings when two men ask them to locate a bag that 

fell to the bottom of the ocean. The boys try to determine how to give the bag to 

the authorities and keep themselves out of trouble--  

Peretti, F. Hangman’s Curse When several students at Baker High School are stricken by an alleged curse of the 

school's ghost, Elijah and Elisha Springfield and their parents, undercover 

investigators, are sent to uncover the truth behind the events 

Pevsner, S. Would My Fortune Cookie 

Lie? 

While worrying that her mom is plotting to move the family from their Chicago 

home, thirteen-year-old Alexis also wonders about the mysterious young man who 

seems to be shadowing her and her friend 

Platt A Mystery for Thoreau In 1846 Concord, Massachusetts, sixteen-year-old Oliver Puckle, a reporter for his 

uncle's newspaper, investigates a woman's murder, aided by the tracking skills of 

his Algonquin friend, Charley Bigbow, and the deductive skills of Henry David 

Thoreau. 

Pullman, P. The Ruby in the Smoke In nineteenth-century London, sixteen-year-old Sally, a recent orphan, becomes 

involved in a deadly search for a mysterious ruby. 

Pullman, P. Shadow in the North In 1878 in London, Sally, now twenty-two and established in her own business, 

and her companions Frederick and Jim try to solve the mystery surrounding the 

unexpected collapse of a shipping firm and its ties to a sinister corporation called 

North Star. 

Rabb, M.E.  The Venetian Policeman & 

others in the missing persons 

series 

After their father's death, teenage sisters Sam and Sophie flee New York, taking 

with them the money their stepmother expected to inherit. They end up in the tiny 

town of Venice, Indiana where they change their names, dye their hair and take up 

a new hobby -- solving missing person's cases. Here, Sophie and Sam try to find 

the missing son of Gus Jenkins, the private detective they are working for. 

Ransome, A. The Big Six Six friends, in the last days of their summer vacation on England's watery Norfolk 

Broads, determine to find out who is constantly setting boats adrift along the river, 

especially when they become the chief suspects. 

Raskin, E. The Westing Game The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely 

assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they 



can claim their inheritance. 

Reger Emily the Strange Emily the Strange has lost her memory and finds herself in the town of Blackrock 

with nothing more than her diary, her slingshot, and the clothes on her back. 

Reis, K. Riddle of the Prairie Bride In 1878, twelve-year-old Ida Kate and her widowed father welcome a mail-order 

bride and her baby to their Kansas homestead, but Ida Kate soon suspects that the 

bride is not the woman with whom Papa has corresponded 

Richardson, E. Intruders Soon-to-be stepbrothers, Joel and Tim, start having the same nightmare after 

moving into a old house, they decide to investigate its source and the many other 

strange occurrences in their new home. 

Richman, P. The Butter Did It D.C. chef  Levain, whose trademark dish is smoked salmon ravioli, is found dead 

of a heart attack the night before a prestigious charity event. Was his demise a 

result of consuming high-cholesterol comestibles? Chas Wheatley, green-eyed, 

blonde restaurant reviewer and the victim's friend thinks it was murder--but she 

must wine and dine the police detective in charge to persuade him to investigate. 

Roberts, W. D. Pawns After her mother's death and her father's suicide, fourteen-year-old Teddi finds 

some stability when she moves in with Mamie, her good-hearted next door 

neighbor--until the arrival of a woman claiming to be the pregnant wife of Mamie's 

son who recently died in a plane crash and a mystery ensues. 

Roberts, W. D. View from the Cherry Tree Rob admits having seen a murder while he was sitting up in the cherry tree, but no 

one believes him--except the murderer. 

Roberts, W. D. Twisted Summer Fourteen-year-old Cici hopes for a romantic summer at the beach but instead finds 

herself trying to solve a murder which had occurred there the previous year. 

Rose, M. Traces series mysteries Sixteen year old forensic investigator Luke Harding and his robot sidekick Malc 

investigate a serial murderer who is killing women who have only one thing in 

common -- they share the same name. 

Simmons, A. Sherlock Holmes is missing. Archie Wiggins is forced out of the Baker Street Irregulars and after forming 

another band, he and his new cohorts investigate the disappearance of Sherlock 

Holmes and a possible attempt on the life of Queen Victoria. 

Simmons, M. Rise of Lubchenko 

Finding Lubchenko 

Suspecting that his father's business partner is selling smallpox virus to terrorists 

and murdering anyone who gets in his way, sixteen-year-old Evan Macalister once 

again travels to France with his friends, Ruben and Erika, to search for the 

mysterious Lubchenko, the elusive spymaster whose help they need to avert a 

major disaster. 

Skurzynski, G. Wolf Stalker Twelve-year-old Jack, his younger sister, and the family's teenage foster child Troy 

go to Yellowstone National Park, where Jack's mother, a wildlife veterinarian, is 

investigating the report that wolves reintroduced to the park have killed a dog 

there. 

Sorrells, W. Club Dread When sixteen-year-old Chastity witnesses the murder of a pop star, her hopes of 

settling down with her mother in San Francisco seem to disappear. 

Springer Case of the Peculiar Pink 

Fan 

While fourteen-year-old Enola Holmes endeavors to save her friend Lady Cecily 

Alistair from an unwelcome arranged marriage, she meets with some assistance 

from her older brother, Sherlock, and interference by the eldest, Mycroft. 

Stengel, J. Mystery of the Island Jewels On a cruise to Martinique with her distant father and her new stepfamily, fourteen-

year-old Cassie encounters a mystery involving an attractive boy, his family's dark 

secret, the ghost of an Arawak Indian maiden, and a long-lost jeweled statue of 

Jesus. 

Strickland, B. Hand of the Necromancer Thirteen-year-old Johnny Dixon and his friend Professor Childermass battle an evil 

wizard for possession of a bewitched hand which can be used to rule the world. 

Taylor, T. The Weirdo When Tom disappears, Chip, who they call the weirdo because of his burned face, 

enlists his new friend Samantha to help prove that the Tom was murdered by bear 

poachers in the Everglades. 

Thi Thirty nine clues Their grandmother's will gives Dan and Amy the choice of receiving a million 

dollars or uncovering the 39 clues hidden around the world that will lead to the 

source of the family's power.  

Thomas, R. Green Thumb While spending the summer in the Amazon rain forest of Brazil doing botanical 

research, thirteen-year-old Grady discovers a secret language used by the trees to 

communicate with each other and falls afoul of the dictatorial Dr. Carter, whose 

motives seem questionable. 

VandeVelt, V. Magic Can Be Murder Nola and her mother have unusual abilities that have always set them apart from 

others, but when Nola sees a murder using her power to call up images using water 

and a person's hair, she finds herself in the worst danger ever. 

Van Draanen, W. Sammy Keyes and the 

Search for Snake Eyes  & 

others in the series 

When thirteen-year-old Sammy finds herself with an abandoned baby on her 

hands, she sets out to find the young mother, who may belong to a gang, and 

accidentally jeopardizes her position on the softball team. 

Voigt, Cynthia Callender Papers In nineteenth-century Massachusetts, orphan Jean, employed to sort out the family 

papers of a reclusive artist, becomes curious about the mysterious, long-ago death 

of his wife and the subsequent disappearance of their young child. 



Weir, J. The Mysterious Visitor Fourteen-year-old Bobbi and her twelve-year-old brother Lion accompany their 

father, a criminal lawyer, to a ranch in British Colombia to investigate incidents 

occurring in what is an environmentally sensitive area. 

Werlin, N. Impossible When seventeen-year-old Lucy discovers her family is under an ancient curse by 

an evil Elfin Knight, she realizes to break the curse she must perform three 

impossible tasks before her daughter is born in order to save them both. 

Werlin, N. Black Mirror Convinced her brother's death was murder rather than suicide, sixteen-year-old 

Frances begins her own investigation into suspicious student activities at her 

boarding school. 

Windsor, Pat Christmas Killer Rose is horrified when a local girl is found murdered. Still more disturbing are the 

messages and nocturnal visits she receives from the dead girl. When Rose is shown 

the location of another murder victim, she reports what she knows to the police. 

Though skeptical at first, the authorities eventually seek Rose's help--thus making 

the psychic teen the killer's next target. 
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