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Whatõs New From Edison Academy 

Academy Students 

are offered oppor-

tunities in the com-

munity each year to 

gain valuable skills 

and experience 

through: 

¶ Job shadowing   

career professionals 

¶ Participating in   

sponsored          

internships 

¶ Developing and 

implementing    

Community Service 

projects through 

SkillsUSA, DECA, 

and FBLA 

¶ Taking part in     

laboratory and in-the

-field experiences 

¶ Preparing for and 

taking part in      

SkillsUSA, DECA,  

and FBLA competi-

tive events 

Inside this issue: 

NFCU òReality 

Storeó Event  

2 

Apple 21 Films 

Animal Science 

4 

Korean Educators 

Visit  

5 

Gingerbread House 

Auction 

7 

HVAC New Industry 

Partners  

8 

New Academy 

Counselor  

9 

work to begin building their col-

lege transcript. 

Dual enrolled students will earn 

both high school credit and col-

lege credit for their school work 

completed this year in the Acad-

emy.  These students are not 

only getting a head start on col-

lege, but theyôre also doing it 

with a great savings for their 

families. Tuition for Dual Enroll-

ment is much lower than tuition 

for the same courses when taken 

on campus at the college.  

In early September, Edison 

Academy students were offered 

dual enrollment (D.E.) opportu-

nities through Northern Virginia 

Community College (NVCC/

NOVA) in  the four curricular 

programs of Automotive Tech-

nology, Culinary Arts, Heating 

Ventilation, Air Conditioning, & 

Refrigeration, and Oracle.  

Over the next 3 months inter-

ested students completed COM-

PASS English reading and writ-

ing placement tests, paid  their 

tuition, and began their course-

Students may earn between 3 

and 9 college credits through 

NOVA in their respective pro-

grams and their credits are trans-

ferrable for elective credit at all 

Virginia public universities and 

many other colleges as well.  

This year 22 students will take 

part in Dual Enrollment with 

NOVA to get a head start on 

college!  

 

  

 

Edison Academy & Northern Virginia Community College  

Offer Dual Enrollment Opportunity to Students 

Academy  SkillsUSA Members  

Kick Off the Year  

With Competitions and Fun at the VA State Fair !  

Edison Academy SkillsUSA members took part in the Virginia State 

Fair SkillsUSA Day event on Monday October 3rd along with thou-

sands of other students from around the state. 

Students in Culinary Arts and Electrical Construction and Engineering 

competed in skill events while new Academy SkillsUSA members ob-

served competitions in these and other categories. Academy students 

also visited landscaping and animal science related displays, exhibits, 

and booths to learn about industry techniques and methods.  

The State Fair is a good introduction for students to observe and learn 

about SkillsuSA and it provides a warm up to help 2nd and 3rd years 

students to prepare for  their District competitions that will be held 

locally at the end January 2012.  Winners at those District events will 

go on to the State Competitions in Hampton in the spring which leads 

up to the National Competitions held in June in Kansas City, Mo.  



On November 9th, 25 commu-

nity volunteers from the Edison 

High School Parent Teacher 

Student Association (PTSA),  

the Rotary Club of Springfield, 

Sun Trust Bank, the Navy Fed-

eral Credit Union and private 

training schools and colleges in 

the Metro area came together to 

offer all of the first year  Edison 

Academy students a personal 

financial management workshop 

sponsored by NFCU, called the 

ñReality Storeò.  

Volunteers provided advice and 

instruction to the students as 

they made financial decisions for 

themselves to prepare a monthly 

budget for 10 years in the future.  

 

 

 

Students were given a ñlifeò sce-

nario which included a variety of 

family factors such as marriage, 

divorce, number of children/

dependants, child support, and 

family income.  

 

They then had to prepare a 

monthly budget making decisions 

about daily living expenses in-

cluding housing, transportation, 

food and savings. They were also 

challenged to plan for health 

insurance, saving for retirement 

and emergencies, day care for 

children, eating out, entertain-

ment, and more.  

 

ñIt was a big challenge to think 

about so many things, but it was  

a real eye opening experience!ò 

stated one Reality Store student 

participant.   

Local Volunteers & Navy Federal Credit 

Union Sponsor Reality Store 2011 

When Ya Get into a Jam, Who Ya Gonna Call ?ñ Dent Busters!  

technical and core academic 

knowledge. The students learn in 

the classroom and apply their 

knowledge in the lab where they 

work on vehicles under the watch-

ful eye of their I-Car certified In-

structor, Tom Carroll.  

 I-Car is the  Inter-Industry Con-

ference for Auto Collision industry 

professionals who have knowledge 

and up-to-date training to keep 

abreast of  the latest methods of 

efficient, high-

quality automotive 

repair techniques and trends.   

Collision students may use their 

skills and knowledge gained 

from this course to pursue ca-

reers in insurance adjusting or 

working directly in the  field of 

Collision Repair, while still 

more may use their knowledge 

of metalworking and painting to 

pursue further studies in the arts.  

Whether its hammering out a 

dent, estimating damages and 

costs for repair, working to re-

move oxidized paint,  mixing a 

formula of chemicals together, 

welding a joint, or designing and 

performing a custom paint de-

tailing job in the automotive 

paint booth, Automotive Colli-

sion students are always busy 

learning the skills needed to 

perform tasks that require  both 
Page 2 

Whatõs New From Edison Academy AAcademyromFromEdisEdiAcaddemAcademy 

Culinary Arts students prepare a 

variety of Thanksgiving breads and 

pies to fill customer orders for the 

holiday weekend. 

Apple, Pumpkin and Shoo-Fly pies, 

Olive, Brioche, and Cheese breads, 

were among the varieties offered 

for sale by the chefs in training.  

Students work under the 

guidance of volunteers to 

successfully complete their  

budgets using guidelines 

and materials provided by 

Navy Federal Credit Union.   



Cosmetology students in the 

second year of their program 

of studies at Edison Academy 

used their wildest imagina-

tions to create hair and make-

up designs on cosmetology 

program mannequins fit for 

the latest science fiction, fan-

tasy, or horror genre films as 

part of their Fantasy Design 

Project. This is just one of the 

many fun things that students 

do in addition to their strin-

gent studies which include 

theory and practical applica-

tions which require knowl-

edge and understanding of 

chemistry, biology, commu-

nications, art, and mathemat-

ics.  

Students in the Cosmetology 

program who complete the 

two year program may take 

the Virginia State Cosmetol-

ogy Board licensing exam in 

the spring to become practic-

ing Cosmetologists working 

in the field. Edisonôs Cosme-

tology program under the 

direction of instructor, Mrs. 

Soussan Bayati, has had 

100% licensing exam pass 

rates from her second year 

students for the past six years 

and was awarded the Gover-

norôs Exemplary Standards 

Award for Career and Tech-

nical Education in August 

2009.   

Fantasy Becomes Reality in Cosmetology 
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Cosmetology students use creativity  

and imagination to give their  

mannequins òfantasyó style! 

Edison Academy trains ap-

proximately 50-60 students 

each year to serve as Ambas-

sadors in the community help-

ing to educate others about, 

and bring awareness to, the 

Edison Academyôs Programs 

and Accomplishments .  

New Ambassadors were 

trained in October to prepare 

them for conducting tours of 

the Academy and for making 

presentations within the school 

and out in the community.  

Just in the months of October, 

November, and early Decem-

ber, students have already 

been called on to speak at the  

weekly meeting of the Rotary 

Club of Alexandria, make 

presentations at Career Day 

events at both Woodley Hills 

Elementary School, and Mark 

Twain Middle School, and to 

assist with conducting a tour 

for a delegation of visiting 

educators from Korea.  In 

January they will visit Bonnie 

Brae Elementary to speak to 

students there as well.  

The only criteria required to 

become an Academy Ambas-

sador is to have good aca-

demic standing, excellent 

school attendance, and an in-

terest in interacting, communi-

cating, and sharing with oth-

ers.   

The Student Ambassador Program at Edison Academy  

Imagination is not the same as 

creativity. Creativity takes the 

process of imagination to  

another level. My definition of 

creativity is ñthe process of  

having original ideas that 

have valueò.   

Imagination can be entirely 

internalé To be creative you 

actually have to DO some-

thing! 

You can think of creativity as 

applied imagination.  

                    

Sir Ken Robinson,  
 

author, speaker, international 

advisor on education.  



Electrical Engineering & Construction Students  

Have Residential Construction On-Site Training  

and the federal requirements for 

homes built for individuals pro-

tected by the act.   

Edison Academy Electrical Con-

struction and Engineering stu-

dents wire the houses under the 

tutelage and supervision of their 

instructor, Steven Palese, a    

licensed master electrician.  

Their work includes installing the 

houseôs basic wiring, installing 

whole-house intercoms, theater 

and stereo systems, multiple TV-

cable-data connections, basic and 

3-way light fixtures, outlets, out-

let covers, and doing wiring for 

major appliances as well as pre-

paring those electrical appliances 

for  installation.  

Students in the Electrical Engi-

neering and Construction program 

at Edison Academy are participat-

ing in on-site electrical training at 

the Spring Village, Foundation for 

Applied Technical Education 

(FATE), residential construction 

site in Springfield, Virginia.   

Almost 20 homes have been built 

in Fairfax County by FCPS stu-

dents from the residential con-

struction program and the Edison 

Academy, Electrical Construction 

and Engineering class, through a 

partnership with the Foundation 

(FATE).  

The most recently built homes are 

handicap accessible allowing stu-

dents to learn more about the 

Americanôs with Disabilities Act 
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Edison Animal Science students 

began a community service pro-

ject two years ago to assist foster 

and rescue organizations by pro-

viding free monthly bathing and 

grooming of dogs awaiting adop-

tion.  

This is a true labor of love that 

has benefited the dogs, the rescue 

organizations -who say they have 

better adoption rates as a result of 

the studentôs service,  and even 

the students themselves.  Itôs 

become so popular that even 

younger middle school siblings 

tag along on early Saturday 

mornings to take part in this 

monthly event. 

 The program has also become 

VERY popular with the media. 

Students have been featured in 

numerous community newspa-

pers, animal welfare blogs, have 

been featured on Washingtonôs 

NBC Channel 4 and were re-

cently filmed by FCPS Apple 21 

for School Scene.   

Students in the program may 

attain professional on-line train-

ing while in the high school 

program and work for pet 

groomers, veterinarians, and pet 

stores for internship experiences. 

Many students go on to study at 

the college level to become Vet-

erinary Assistants, Veterinary  

Red Apple 21 Catches Edison Academy Animal Science  

Studentõs Community Service Project in Action  

A happy student working to 

install wiring at the residen-

tial construction site.  

Students listen as their  

instructor explains an ad-

vanced wiring projectôs   

specifics .  

Technicians, Veterinarians, or 

even Researchers!   

An Alumnus Speaks Out 

"My participation in the Animal 

Science Program at Edison Acad-

emy has been a major influence 

on my past, present, and future 

career aspirations. The Animal 

Science Program gave me two 

gifts that have led me to where I 

am today: an entry level job at a 

veterinary clinic and the inspira-

tion to become a veterinarian 

which led me to Virginia Tech. At 

Virginia Tech, I received my 

Bachelor's of Science in both 

Animal and Poultry Sciences and 

Dairy Science. The decision to 

pursue higher education at Vir-

ginia Tech beyond the four year 

program guided me from my pre-

liminary career goal of veterinar-

ian to my true passion for re-

search and the study of dairy 

nutrition.  

M. Aguilar  

ñI.E.C. Chesapeakeôs Exceptional 

Energy Grant initiative, funded by 

Dominion Power, which was be-

gun in 2010 at Edison Academy 

will expand and continue in 2011-

2012 to continue to educate local 

students at Edison and in Mary-

land about the emerging trend of 

renewable energy/technology and 

itôs potential, not only to improve 

our environment, but to provide 

new career opportunities in the 

construction trades and in other 

applicable fields.ò    

 

From Julie McNeil, IECC 



programs and partnerships.  

Edisonôs guests were treated 

to breakfast and a presentation 

and tour of the Academyôs 

CTE programs in the morning 

followed by lunch and a VIP 

tour led by John Marshall, 

Manager of Guest Relations, 

at George Washingtonôs 

Mount Vernon Estate and Gar-

dens, a partner of the Edison 

Academy. 

They learned about the Acad-

emyôs programs and how col-

laborative efforts with local 

Edison Academy recently 

hosted a delegation of  Educa-

tors from colleges, high 

schools, and technical centers 

in Korea who were studying 

Career and Technical Educa-

tion (CTE) initiatives in other 

countries.   

The group had previously vis-

ited in England and in the state 

of New York and were stop-

ping in the Washington DC 

area to learn from Fairfax 

County educators and organi-

zations about our local CTE 

organizations and business 

partners like the Mount 

Vernon Estate and Gardens 

help to enhance the studentôs 

learning experiences.  

Our visitors learned that stu-

dents work with Mount 

Vernon in paid internships, 

and have opportunities for 

mentoring, job shadow, and 

volunteer experiences with 

employees at the historic 

venue in order to enhance 

their classroom learning.  

 

Korean Educators Visit the Edison Academy  

and Our Academy Partners at  

George Washingtonõs Mount Vernon Estate 
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ñOn behalf of the Mount Vernon Ladies Association and the Operations and Maintenance Department, I want to thank 

the Edison Academy for providing us with some top notch young professionals.  We have been partnered with the 

Academy for over four years now and it has been a pleasure to assist with both the personal and professional 

development of their students. ñ 

Joe Sliger,  

Director, Operations  & Maintenance Mt. Vernon Ladies Association 

Korean Visitors pose in front 

of George Washingtonôs 

home at Mount Vernon while 

visiting the historic venue to 

learn more about Edison 

Academy partnershipôs with 

the Estateôs Operations and 

Maintenance Department  

where students may take part 

in volunteer and internship 

opportunities that enhance 

their classroom learning.  


